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Even right up to his death on 29 October 2011, there weren’t many people who 

were aware of Jimmy Savile’s dark side. Even fewer remained to speak of the 

horrors they experienced at the hands of the now-deceased predator, and none of 

the girls he molested could have spoken up at the time even if they’d wanted to. 

Such was the cachet of this celebrity and national hero, who at one point counted 

members of the royal family and politicians in the highest corridors of power among 

his closest friends. And it was precisely because of such contacts, along with his 

ability to charm and dazzle the British public, that Savile was able to operate in his 

own depraved world, his notorious cigar-stained grin a smokescreen that kept the 

gravest of crimes from view until it was too late. Yet while it is often the case that 

the greatest dangers hide in plain sight, how is it that he managed to fool an entire 

country into viewing him like a cheeky uncle? Discover the truth on page 14.
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BURIED SECRETS, 
RUINED LIVES
O

riginally police were investigating a suspected murder. Part of a child’s 

skull had been discovered, followed by scores of other bones. After a 

lengthy and thorough investigation the idea of murder was dismissed 

but other things, just as sinister, remained to be investigated.

A series of claims were made in response to the investigation. They 

alleged staff had used shackles, restraints and a ‘punishment room’ to abuse 

the children in care. It was also said that a heavily bloodstained bathtub 

had been found. Initially fears rose that systematic abuse had also involved 

systematic murder, the victims having been permanently silenced.

Of the approximately 170 bone fragments discovered, only three were 

judged to be human. According to investigators, these could have lain there 

for centuries. No murders had been committed. But physical, psychological 

and sexual abuse at Haut de la Garenne and other Jersey children’s homes 

certainly had.

While the alleged murder was investigated scores of reports alleged 

rampant cruelty and abuse. A youth hostel when this photograph was 

taken, Haut de la Garenne was previously a children’s home. It was quickly 

dubbed the ‘house of horrors.’ Allegations of abuse dated back to the end of 

World War II.

Eventually eight people were prosecuted for 145 offences across the care 

system in Jersey. Seven were convicted, while other accused abusers had 

already died.

The Haut de la Garenne children’s home should have been a place of safety. Instead it harboured 
decades of rampant abuse and cruelty

Jersey, Channel Islands, 28 February 2008
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ROOFTOP 
PROTEST

Strangeways Prison, UK, 14 September 2015

S
tuart Horner was convicted of murdering his uncle in 2012. Receiving a life sentence with a minimum of 27 years 

before being eligible for parole, he wasn’t in the best of moods. Horner complained bitterly and repeatedly about 

conditions at the maximum-security Strangeways prison in Manchester but didn’t get the response he wanted.

His complaints centred mainly around the amount of time he spent locked in his cell, prison sanitation, increased drug 

abuse among the inmates, lack of work, general boredom and lack of visits from relatives. If things didn’t improve, he’d 

warned, there could be a repeat of the infamous 1990 Strangeways riot that caused millions of pounds of damage. 

By September 2015 he’d had enough. Not seeing a riot actually happening and angered by what he saw as a lack of 

concern from prison staff, Horner decided a one-man rooftop protest would have to do. Scaling a fence onto the roof of E 

Wing, Horner spent the next 60 hours wrecking the roof, a security camera and smashing as many windows as he could 

reach. Having damaged £1 million of prison fixtures, he later received an extra nine years for his stunt.

Convicted murderer Stuart Horner complained repeatedly about prison 
conditions. Frustrated by official indifference, he took his show not ‘on the 
road’ - but on the roof
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DEATH 
OF AN 

ARTIST
A

shley Olsen was one of many foreigners resident in 

Florence, having moved there to be near her father, 

Walter. A keen artist, socialite and event manager, she was 

well-known among the expatriate community. Her body was 

discovered by her Italian boyfriend Federico Fiorentini on 9 

January 2016. Appalled, Fiorentini immediately called the police. 

Fiorentini had found her body naked and severely beaten, 

having been strangled and left with a fractured skull. A cigarette 

butt and condom found at the scene indicated that she had 

had company shortly before her death. CCTV camera footage 

soon proved somebody had accompanied her home from a 

nightclub that night. DNA evidence later proved the man to be 

her murderer.

Five days after her body was discovered, a suspect, Tidiane 

Chiek Diaw from Senegal, was arrested. Diaw, an illegal 

immigrant, admitted to having been with Olsen and that 

they’d had sex and then fought. But he strongly denied having 

strangled her. 

When the case went to trial prosecutors demanded a life 

sentence. Diaw was convicted of murder and sentenced to 30 

years imprisonment. His family still deny his guilt.

Well-known among the expatriate 
community, American artist Ashley 
Olsen moved to Florence to be near her 
father. She didn’t expect to die there

Florence, Italy, 9 January 2016
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VALENTINE’S 
DAY MASSACRE

Broward County, Florida, USA, 8 august 2018

N
ikolas Cruz had just committed a terrible crime at his former high 

school in Parkland, Florida. After filming a series of chilling threats on 

his camera phone, Cruz went to the school intent on shooting as many 

students and staff members as possible.

Authorities had been tipped off several times before he finally acted. 

Unfortunately the authorities didn’t act. Using a Smith & Wesson M&P15 

Sport semi-automatic rifle (the same type used by James Holmes in 2012’s 

Aurora cinema massacre), he arrived at the school, strode into the building 

and opened fire.

Cruz, whose history of psychological and emotional problems had seen 

him transferred between several different schools in the previous few 

years, was expelled from the Marjory Stoneman Douglas school in 2017 for 

threatening other students. Prior to his expulsion, staff were so concerned 

about his threats that he’d been banned from bringing a backpack to school.

While under interrogation, Cruz made pistols signs at his own head, 

repeatedly punched himself in the face and then confessed. Later indicted 

on 17 counts of murder and a further 17 of attempted murder, Broward 

County prosecutors have stated they will be seeking the death penalty.

A still from the interrogation footage of Nikolas Cruz shows the murderer and former pupil of 
Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School, miming a pistol to his temple
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OVER THE YEARS THERE WERE MANY OPPORTUNITIES TO STOP  
JIMMY SAVILE REOFFENDING, SO HOW DID THIS CUNNING SEXUAL 

PREDATOR GET AWAY WITH HIS CRIMES FOR SO LONG?
WORDS BEN BIGGS
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One of Savile’s last public 

appearances was a year 

before his death, when 

he attended the naming 

ceremony of a cruise liner 

in Southampton in 2011

15



O
ver at least six decades, Sir James Wilson 

Vincent Savile (OBE, KCSG) sexually 

assaulted and raped hundreds of adults 

and minors. He lived a full and privileged 

life as a successful DJ and television personality, 

adulated by the media for his charity work and 

idolised by teenagers as a celebrity demi-god of 

the insanely popular music chart show Top Of The 

Pops. He was rich, famous, and wielded the kind of 

influence that even the most powerful politicians 

in the UK can only dream of. Then he died – at the 

ripe old age of 84. He was eulogised in the papers 

and went to his grave with millions mourning 

the loss of a national treasure. And no one dared 

to – or perhaps even wanted to – investigate the 

insalubrious rumours that mounted in his wake, 

until he was almost a year in the ground. 

It’s been more than eight years since the Savile 

investigation began and most of Britain is still 

feeling cheated by a system that gave this man 

carte blanche to satiate his every sexual whim, 

at the expense of hundreds of women, many of 

whom were just young girls at the time. Why  

did he do it, when he could have had his pick  

of consenting adult women? Because he could. 

And because “Jimmy liked them young”, according 

to an anonymous former Leeds City police officer. 

He caught Savile in his Rolls Royce with a young 

teen fan, in a secluded park in Leeds, at about 

midnight one night in 1965. Savile was 39 at the 

time and said that he was “waiting for 12 o’clock”, 

that the girl would be 16 the next day, and then 

told the officer to “get on your bike before you  

lose your job.”

This begs the question: how did such a high-

profile figure get away with so many sexual 

offences? And right under the nose of the 

authorities, and sometimes in full view of the 

public? The answer to this is more complicated. It 

involves private and public institutions that turned 

a blind eye to his brazen crimes and a UK culture 

steeped in misogyny that valued homegrown 

celebrity over the lives of hundreds of girls.

HARD START

Savile was born in 1926 in Leeds, the youngest 

of seven children in a Catholic family who lived 

through the Great Depression. He claimed that 

his Christmas present was to be taken to the toy 

store just to look at the toys, and he seemed to 

take some pride in that, describing himself as 

being “forged in the crucible of want” in a 1989 

interview with The Times newspaper. Though, 

given any opportunity to buff his image, Savile 

would take it. He nearly died twice in his youth: 

the first time when he fell severely ill with 

pneumonia at just two years old, and the second 

when he was conscripted into a coal mine at 

the age of 18, as a part of Britain’s World War II 

Emergency Powers Act. A controlled explosion 

that was intended to break open a rock face nearly 

killed him, and left him with spinal injuries that 

doctors thought would leave him unable to walk. 

It was a twist of fate that allowed him to  

leave the mines and start a career as one of 

Britain’s first DJs, spinning records in a hall for 

music fans who were willing to pay a shilling  

a time to dance the evening away. Within a decade 

he’d moved on to managing dozens of dance halls  

for the Mecca Leisure Group, where he earned  

a reputation for being heavy-handed with drunks 

and troublemakers. He also figured out a way 

to circumvent Musicians’ Union regulations, so 

that he could play records rather than the live 

bands that he’d realised didn’t have the draw 

of his DJing. Even then, he was cultivating his 

public image with a stint in professional cycling 

and wrestling; he physically stood out in these 

professions, with his long blond hair and odd 

mannerisms. There wasn’t much of a career in it 

for Savile, but they added strings to his bow and 

raised his profile. No one ever accused Savile of 

being stupid, but even in the early years before 

police believed he was an active paedophile, he 

displayed the cunning and self-assurance that 

would allow him to manipulate parents, the public 

and authority figures in the future. 

The trajectory of his career tilted skyward in the  

late 1950s after he became a Radio Luxembourg 

DJ, which led to the BBC offering him a job as the 

presenter of a brand new chart music programme 

in 1964 – Top Of The Pops. Over the next 20 

In 1960, prior to his rise to 

fame on Top Of The Pops, 

Savile was a popular DJ

JIMMY SAVILE
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 FOR THIS PROLIFIC PAEDOPHILE, THE ACCESS 
TO DOZENS OF STARSTRUCK YOUNG TEENS MUST 

HAVE BEEN A DREAM COME TRUE 

FOR ALMOST TWO DECADES JIMMY SAVILE HID THE EXISTENCE OF HIS YOUNG LOVER FROM BOTH HIS FRIENDS 

AND THE PRESS. BUT HE WASN’T THE ONLY ONE WHO COULD KEEP A SECRET…

Throughout the 80s and into the 90s, during the 

peak of his crimes, Savile had a secret, torrid 

sexual relationship with a woman more than 30 

years his junior. Twenty-year-old Donna Foot met 

Savile in 1982 outside the BBC television centre 

in London, while she was waiting for an autograph 

from Cliff Richard. He invited her up to his flat, gave 

her his number and, after their third meeting, they 

consummated an on-off relationship that would go  

on to last 17 years. Foot had no idea about Savile’s  

sexual assaults at the time and, in 1990, she told 

him that she would like to get married and have 

children. Savile told her that he never wanted to  

marry and that “the best thing about other people’s 

children is that you can give them back”. He 

refused to be drawn on his responsibility for his 

actions, whatever they were. In 1999, Foot found 

out she was pregnant with Savile’s child and, with 

Savile’s words ringing in her ears, she had an 

abortion. Savile never knew about the pregnancy, 

but, a few months later, he ended their relationship.

years, he hosted more than 300 episodes of this 

incredibly popular television show, during which 

time he developed his characteristic vocal tics 

and became known for his loud tracksuits and 

smoking fat cigars. According to the Operation 

Yewtree report, his crimes peaked over an eight-

year period during this time. For this prolific 

paedophile, the access to dozens of starstruck 

young teens, who came to dance every Saturday, 

must have been a dream come true. 

He had already been recognised for his charity 

fundraising when, in 1975, Savile’s television  

career took a different track. He became the 

host of Jim’ll Fix It, a television show in which 

the presenter would ‘fix it’ for a lucky few of 

the children who wrote letters to him – 350,000 

of them every series at its peak, requesting 

everything from playing football with Kevin 

Keegan to visiting a Toby Jug factory. Over 20 

years, until the final series aired in 1994, it became 

an institution in many British homes. 

Though Savile played the role of the show’s 

benevolent patriarch, his assaults continued 

unabated. Incredibly, a child’s request was even 

faked to allow another paedophile to have a guest 

appearance on the show. In 1980, a 13-year-old girl  

was asked to write a letter to Jim’ll Fix It, asking 

for her music box to be fixed. It meant Savile 

could invite antiques expert Keith Harding onto 

the show, a man who had been convicted of sexual 

assault against four children in the 1950s and 

was a ranking member of PIE, the Paedophile 

Information Exchange. This was a British 

organisation 250 members-strong, founded in 

1974 and disbanded in 1984, that campaigned for 

the abolition of the age of consent – to legalise 

sex between adults and minors. It even received 

£70,000 in funding from the Home Office. 

Today, it’s hard to imagine that an organisation 

with an ethos so morally and ethically bankrupt 

could campaign in public, but PIE sprung up 

in the spirit of 1970s liberation, exploiting the 

decriminalisation of homosexual acts and the 

shift in opinion towards the lowering of the age of 

consent between adult homosexuals. In 2007, the 

BBC described it as “an international organisation 

of people who trade in obscene material”, perhaps 

not damning PIE as much as they could have. 

Jim’ll Fix It was a wildly 

popular television show that 

began in 1974, with Jimmy 

Savile as the titular ‘Jim’

SAVILE
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Savile: “Who’s your best pal? Tell me.”

Girl: “I’m not telling you… Noel Edmonds.”

Savile: “He’s not.”

Girl: “Yes he is.”

Savile: “No he’s not.”

Girl: “Get off me.”

Savile: “’Cause he’s a married man.”

Girl: “I don’t care.”

Savile: “Yes you do.”

Girl: “Get off.”

Savile: “I won’t.”

Girl: “You’re squashing me.”

Savile: “Not until you say me.”

Girl: “[giggles] Me.”

Savile: “Say, ‘I promise...’”

Girl: “I promise.”

Savile: “‘That you, Jimmy Savile…’”

Girl: “You Jimmy Savile.”

Savile: “‘...are the only one…’”

Girl: “Are the only one.”

Savile: ‘“In my life.’”

Girl: “No, you’re not the only one in my life!”

Savile: “‘And Noel Edmonds and all them others is 

definitely…’ [Savile grunts]”

Savile: “Who’s your best pal?”

Girl: “You’re the pal – get off my backside!”

Savile: “Eh? I beg your pardon? In front of your mummy and 

daddy? Goodness gracious.”

IN 2012, A 1975 AUDIO RECORDING FROM 

THE BBC RADIO SHOW SAVILE’S TRAVELS 

CAME TO LIGHT, IN WHICH SAVILE ASSAULTS 

AN UNIDENTIFIED YOUNG GIRL

Savile with the winner of 

the Daily Express Sound 

competition, at around 

the same time he was 

making Savile’s Travels

Despite raising lots of money for 

children’s charities, Savile later 

admitted that he ‘hated children’

JIMMY SAVILE
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Savile and at least some of those working on 

the show would have been aware of Harding’s 

unsavoury past and the potential danger that they 

were putting the girl in by sending her and her 

brother to Harding’s workshop. Thankfully they 

were chaperoned the whole time they were there.

Those who weren’t fooled by Savile’s on-screen 

persona were cowed into silence. John Lydon, 

frontman of the Sex Pistols, told the BBC in  

a recorded interview at the height of the band’s 

fame in 1978 that Savile was on his celebrity ‘kill 

list’: “…He’s a hypocrite. I bet he’s into all kinds  

of seediness that we all know about but we’re  

not allowed to talk about. I know some rumours 

– I bet none of this will be allowed out.” Indeed, 

Lydon was banned from the BBC for a while after 

that interview and these controversial comments 

didn’t make the final cut for radio. They only 

surfaced nearly 40 years after the recording 

was made, after Savile’s death and in the wake 

of the Dame Janet Smith inquiry into the BBC’s 

connection to Savile’s crimes.

After the final season of Jim’ll Fix It closed in 

1994, Savile began to fade from our television 

screens, if not public consciousness. His charity 

work, for which he had been appointed an OBE in 

1971, continued in earnest, despite him admitting 

in a 1991 interview that he ‘hated children’ and 

that he hadn’t really any interest in charity: “It’s 

just that I’ve got a knack, I think you’re putting 

the cart before the horse there… I don’t care 

whether I make [money] for me or somebody else, 

it’s academic to me, as long as I’m having a go at 

making it.” At the time this didn’t stir as much 

controversy as you’d think – Savile’s comments 

were written off as another one of his foibles and, 

whether he intended just to shock or whether he 

really meant it, what did it matter when he was 

raising millions of pounds for worthy causes? 

It’s only in retrospect, with the full weight of the 

evidence amassed against him, that it becomes 

clear these are the remarks of a wholly self-

interested individual lacking in empathy.

In 2000, documentary-maker Louis Theroux 

was breaking into more mature television when 

he featured Savile in his BAFTA award-winning 

series When Louis Met… Theroux shadowed Savile,  

who was 73 at the time, as he went about his life, 

flitting between his three homes in Leeds, Scotland 

and Scarborough. Although Theroux later said 

that he “had no interest in making a soft piece 

about Jimmy the charity fundraiser” and that he 

“wanted to get the goods on Savile”, he said he 

wasn’t sure what “the goods” were. All he had 

was hearsay of his sexual deviance. Nevertheless, 

Theroux challenged Savile in his own inimitable 

way on the rumours of him being paedophile, to 

which Savile addressed the comments he’d made  

a decade previously: “We live in a very funny 

world. And it’s easier for me, as a single man, to 

say ‘I don’t like children’, because that puts a lot  

of salacious tabloid people off the hunt.” 

Theroux then asked, “Is that basically so the 

tabloids don’t pursue this whole ‘Is he or isn’t he 

a paedophile’ line?” Savile replied, “How do they 

know whether I am or not? How does anybody 

know whether I am? Nobody knows whether I am 

or not. I know I’m not… That’s my policy… That’s 

what I do. And it’s worked a dream.”

It’s as frank a public admission to being  

a paedophile as Savile ever gave: in his eyes there 

was nothing wrong with what he was doing and 

as long as he allowed himself to believe that, he 

would continue his charade. 

In 2009 Savile defended glam rock star and 

convicted paedophile Paul Gadd, aka Gary Glitter, 

Savile presented the 

first Top Of The Pops in 

1964. He went on to 

take full advantage of the 

fact he was surrounded 

by teenage girls

SAVILE
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The British Secretary of State 

for Social Services presents 

Savile with a £500,000 

contribution towards a new 

spinal injuries unit at Stoke 

Mandeville hospital in 1982

JIMMY SAVILE
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saying that he “just watched a few dodgy films  

and was only vilified because he was a celebrity.  

It were [sic] for his own gratification. Whether  

it was right or wrong is, of course, up to him as  

a person.” Gadd was given a four-month prison 

term in 1999 for having more than 4,000 graphic 

images of children on his computer and was 

deported from Vietnam in 2008 on child sex 

offences. Once again, these comments, which 

would be a damning indictment of anyone else’s 

character, raised no red flag with the authorities. 

At the age of 82, Savile was considered a prized 

relic of the BBC’s golden era and his views were  

a reflection of bygone attitudes; if anything, he was 

just a harmless old man.

In a 2016 interview with Peston on Sunday, 

Theroux said Savile was able to “hide in plain 

sight” by leveraging his “Influence, celebrity, the 

fact that he had powerful friends, and I think 

there was a dimension to do with a strange 

charisma that he had… in hindsight it’s hard not to 

see that he was this malevolent figure now but at 

the time, he didn’t feel that way.”

A LUNATIC RUNNING 

THE ASYLUM

The influence and power that Savile had was not 

to be underestimated. He indeed had “powerful 

friends” who enabled Savile to continue offending, 

whether these friends were aware of this or not.  

In 1988, health secretary Edwina Currie put 

Savile in charge of Broadmoor, the infamous 

high-security psychiatric hospital that has been 

home to many of Britain’s most notorious serial 

killers and paedophiles. He’d been volunteering 

at the hospital for around 20 years but had no 

qualifications as a doctor, and certainly had no 

experience of running a challenging institution 

such as this. He wasn’t even an NHS employee. 

Yet he was considered an “amazing man” who was 

appointed to the role by a senior civil servant and 

given the stamp of approval by Currie. The 2012 

inquiry revealed that senior civil servants were 

aware of Savile’s reputation with ‘young ladies’, 

yet pushed his appointment through anyway. 

It was hoped that he would resolve an ongoing 

industrial dispute at the hospital because he had 

“information which gave him a hold over staff.” 

Savile was given full security clearance to go 

anywhere he liked… and to do anything he liked. 

In a 2012 Channel 4 interview, two nurses who 

worked in Broadmoor when Savile was in charge 

made some shocking revelations of the time he 

spent there. Psychiatric nurse Richard Harrison 

said that he and his colleagues thought Savile 

both had a severe personality disorder and an 

unhealthy interest in children, “He was regarded 

as a paedophile [by the professional staff ] and  

the paedophile patients, many knew he was  

a paedophile.” When asked why he didn’t refer 

his issues with Savile up the hierarchy, Harrison 

paused and looked momentarily guilty, perhaps 

ashamed of his impotence to do anything. He 

replied, “What could you do? Who would take  

any notice?”, echoing Savile’s many victims over 

the years, who must have felt equally powerless  

in a system that was rigged against them.

Bob Allen was a staff nurse at Broadmoor from 

1975 to 2001, and stumbled upon something 

concerning one night. He was walking around 

the perimeter fence when Savile’s car pulled up 

outside the house he’d been given to use by the 

hospital while he was in charge. He stepped out 

of the car with a young girl that Allen described 

 I’D SAY HE WAS 
A PSYCHOPATH… 

WITHOUT A DOUBT 

Fame led to wealth, and Savile 

would flaunt his cash

JIMMY SAVILE
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AFTER CHILD ABUSE GOING BACK DECADES CAME TO LIGHT, POLICE 

INVESTIGATED A CHILDREN’S CARE HOME THAT SAVILE REGULARLY VISITED

Haut de la Garenne on the island of Jersey had 

been a care home for children for more than  

a century when, in 2008, police investigated 

allegations of child abuse from 192 victims. 

As well as sexual abuse from the staff, it’s 

believed the home had become a haven for rich 

or powerful paedophiles, who would visit the 

home under the guise of celebrity or government 

business. A staggering 151 abusers were 

identified by the investigation, seven of whom 

were prosecuted, though many had passed away. 

At the time, The Sun newspaper published a photo  

of Savile surrounded by children in the home, 

taken in the 1960s, that Savile’s lawyers tried to 

block. There wasn’t enough evidence that Savile 

was abusing children at Haut de la Garenne to 

question him. Since Operation Yewtree, however, 

police believe he was abusing girls there, too.

Police excavated the grounds of 

the care home for remains after 

bones were found, but they turned 

out to be hundreds of years old

as being 15 years old at most, who he realised had 

been taking part in the village carnival that day. 

Allen greeted Savile, who nodded at him, then 

took the girl into his house. Minutes later he saw 

the lights go out. Allen sensed something wrong 

and immediately told his superior, who reported 

the incident. But the word came back that ‘no one 

appears to be interested’.

Allen made just as damning an assessment of 

Savile as Harrison: “I’d say he was a psychopath… 

without a doubt. It’s just the way his attitude was. 

His blasé attitude to everything, he didn’t seem 

to care or worry about anything. A lot of our staff 

said he should be behind bars.”

It wasn’t long after Savile’s tenure at Broadmoor 

that psychiatrist Anthony Clare arrived at a similar 

conclusion, after interviewing him for the BBC 

Radio 4 programme In The Psychiatrist’s Chair.  

He said that if Savile had feelings that he was 

“unable or unwilling to accept them… there is 

something chilling about this 20th century saint.” 

Forensic psychiatrist Dr Seena Fazel read the 

transcript of this interview along with Clare’s 

notes, and in 2012 told Channel 4 News that she 

believed Savile’s offending was driven as much by 

his lack of boundaries as his sexual urges, and that, 

“Clare’s conclusion is that this is a man who has 

profound psychological problems.” 

What could have caused these psychological 

problems? Savile’s early life was certainly 

characterised by hardship few have experienced 

today. He was the youngest of seven siblings whose  

parents worked long hours to support them, so he  

was denied the attention a child needs. The near-

fatal accident when he was in his teens could 

have had long-term psychological and emotional 

damage that was never diagnosed. But whatever 

the reason why Savile assaulted children, it’s no 

consolation for his victims and their families.

FALLING STAR

Savile had, in fact, been investigated by police 

before he died, in 2008. It was in relation to an 

allegation of indecent assault at the Haut de la 

Garenne children’s care home in Jersey, in the 

 HE DIDN’T SEEM TO CARE ABOUT ANYTHING. A LOT 
OF OUR STAFF SAID HE SHOULD BE BEHIND BARS 

Savile was recipient of a huge 

number of awards over his 

lifetime – all either expired on 

his death or were rescinded 

after the investigation

SAVILE
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THE BRITISH POLICE INVESTIGATION INTO THE SEXUAL ABUSE 
OF CHILDREN BEGAN WITH SAVILE IN OCTOBER 2012 AND HAS 
LED TO SEVERAL HIGH-PROFILE CHARGES AND CONVICTIONS

The Australian musician, artist and 

entertainer was a media darling 

beloved by his adoptive country until 

his dramatic fall from grace in 2014, 

when he was convicted of 12 counts 

of indecent assault.

ROLF HARRIS

SENTENCE: 5 YEARS, 9 MONTHS

Gadd, aka glam rocker Gary Glitter, was 

first arrested in 1997 for downloading 

child pornography, then deported 

from Vietnam for child sex offences in 

2006. In 2015, he was found guilty of 

attempted rape and indecent assault.

PAUL FRANCIS GADD

SENTENCE: 16 YEARS

Known professionally as the Radio 

1 DJ Dave Lee Travis, Griffin faced 

multiple counts of indecent assault 

in court and was found not guilty on 

all but one of them.

DAVID PATRICK GRIFFIN

SENTENCE: 3 MONTHS (SUSPENDED)

High-profile publicist Clifford 

was found guilty of eight counts 

of indecent assault on teenage 

girls. He died of a heart attack 

three years into his prison 

sentence.

MAX CLIFFORD

SENTENCE: 8 YEARS

Another former BBC employee, 

Wheeler was charged with three 

counts of sexual assault but found 

guilty of just one, which occurred 

more than 30 years ago.

GEOFFREY WHEELER

SENTENCE: 50 HOURS COMMUNITY 

SERVICE

In 2014, former Radio 1 DJ 

and Savile colleague Denning 

pleaded guilty to 41 charges 

of sexual assault on 26 boys 

over a 20-year period, from 

1967-1987.

CHRIS DENNING

SENTENCE: 13 YEARS

Consultant paediatrician Salmon 

worked at the Stoke Mandeville 

hospital where Savile assaulted 

patients. He was convicted of two 

counts of rape and nine counts of 

indecent assault.

MICHAEL SALMON

SENTENCE: 18 YEARS

JIMMY SAVILE
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1970s. So when the police Operation Yewtree 

began investigating sexual abuse by Savile and 

others in October 2012, and Dame Janet Smith 

began her review, it wasn’t such a shock for 

some. The stories, the photos, the audio and 

video footage came together to paint a sinister 

picture of this celebrity’s life: a clip of him 

assaulting a teenager live on Top Of The Pops in 

1976; a statement made by a witness who saw 

him molesting a brain-damaged patient at Leeds 

General Infirmary; a 14-year-old victim’s statement 

who was raped by Savile in his BBC Television 

Centre dressing room in 1974… it’s a long list of 

sex crimes, the seriousness of which range from 

indecent assault to raping a child. 

Also in October 2012, a journalist from the Daily 

Record managed to track down a rare copy of 

Savile’s crass 1976 autobiography, Love Is An Uphill 

Thing, and discovered that Savile had openly 

boasted about his illegal sexual conquests in lurid 

detail: “A high-ranking lady police officer came in 

one night and showed me a picture of an attractive 

girl who had run away from a remand home. ‘Ah,’ 

says I, all serious, ‘if she comes in I’ll bring her 

back tomorrow but I’ll keep her all night first as 

my reward.’” Savile goes on to describe how he 

found the missing girl at one of his dance halls 

and spent the night with her, before taking her 

to the police station, where “The officeress was 

dissuaded from bringing charges against me by her 

colleagues for it was well known that were I to go, 

I would probably take half the station with me.”

The Yewtree report was published in January 

2013, concluding that Savile had committed sex 

offences against 450 people from 1955 until 2009. 

The NSPCC described him as one of the most 

prolific child sex offenders since the organisation 

was founded in 1884. Most victims were teenage 

girls under the age of 16, but, according to the 

children’s charity, the youngest was just two years 

old. Yewtree found that many were too afraid 

or too mistrustful to report these attacks to the 

authorities. When the Dame Janet Smith report 

was published in 2016, it became clear that those 

who did complain about Savile were ignored, that 

the BBC staff “…saw what Savile was doing as 

harmless fun and [the victim] as a nuisance.” 

Savile’s former friends, associates and even 

family members have since disowned him. But 

even those who have no connection to him, such 

as the broader public who may have grown up 

with Savile in their proverbial living rooms, feel 

like a terrible miscarriage of justice has been 

perpetrated here. The frustrating reality is that 

if Savile was just an ordinary working-class man 

from Leeds, he probably would’ve seen the inside 

of a prison cell long before the inside of his coffin.

Angry neighbours vandalised 

Savile’s Scottish cottage after it 

was searched by police in 2012 

The highlighted empty space  

is Savile’s unmarked grave. His 

family took his headstone down  

out of respect for public opinion

SAVILE
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in the wake of the murders. Bradshaw 

explained that she was the former colleague 

of a woman called Sharron Diane Crawford 

Smith, who had been working at High’s Ice 

Cream Store up until the murders. Bradshaw 

relayed a discussion she claimed to have 

had with Smith prior to the killings – a 

conversation in which Smith revealed that 

she had a gun and two bullets: one for her 

abusive stepfather and the other for “that 

Hevener girl”. 

According to Bradshaw, Bocock’s 

response was both bizarre and menacing. He 

not only informed her that Smith had passed 

a polygraph test and the bullets found at 

the scene didn’t match her gun, but he also 

seemed to warn Bradshaw that “Smith was 

a good shot”, a sinister reminder that proved 

enough to dissuade Bradshaw from pursuing 

the matter further. Then she found out about 

Lowell Sheets in June 2008. 

Sheets, a cousin of Constance Hevener, 

had been looking into the unsolved murders 

since 2001, and his research had convinced 

him that the perpetrator was someone who 

worked at the ice cream shop. With the 

memories of her encounter with Detective 

Bocock flooding back, Bradshaw knew that 

Sheets was right, and with the help of an 

undercover informant they would prove that 

Smith was indeed responsible. 

61 years old and slowly dying, Smith 

seemed the most unlikely person to have not 

one but two skeletons in her closet, but so it 

B R E A K T H R O U G H

WHEN THE BODIES OF TWO WOMEN WERE FOUND IN 

THE BACK OF A VIRGINIA ICE CREAM SHOP POLICE HAD 

LITTLE TO GO ON... AND ONE OF THE COPS MAY EVEN 

HAVE HELPED TO COVER UP THE CRIME WORDS CHARLIE GINGER 

A FATAL INSULT
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WHAT  Double murder 

WHERE  Virginia, USA

WHEN  1967

Who could have shot two 

innocent women in cold 

blood in the middle of the 

day, and just as importantly, 

why did it happen? 

With $138 missing from 

the till, police logically 

assumed that the murders 

were the result of an armed 

robbery gone wrong, and 

when local teacher William 

Thomas claimed to have 

seen two men fleeing the 

scene, he unwittingly 

became the police’s prime 

suspect. Unfortunately 

for the authorities, their 

suspicions would prove to 

be unfounded. 

Thomas was charged 

with one murder and 

indicted for the second, but at his trial 

he was acquitted – although the murder 

indictment would hang over him until 2006, 

when police finally confirmed that they were 

satisfied that he had no involvement in the 

crime. So who did? The answer had actually 

been revealed shortly after the killings.

Turning point

Detective David Bocock, the lead investigator 

into the crimes, had been approached by 

a woman by the name of Joyce Bradshaw 

Background

In a sign of how society’s views have evolved, 

the idea that today somebody could be 

vilified for coming out as homosexual is 

quite rightly an abhorrent thought: they 

have absolutely nothing to be ashamed of 

and should not be treated any differently just 

because of their sexual orientation. However, 

back in 1960s America, this fear of being 

ostracised just for being gay would prove to 

be a motive for murder. 

In the sleepy town of Staunton in Virginia, 

home to 24,000 who witnessed little in the 

way of serious crime, the shocking discovery 

of the bodies of 19-year-old Constance 

Smootz Hevener and her sister-in-law, 

Carolyn Hevener Perry, 20, in the back room 

of High’s Ice Cream Store in April 1967 

reverberated throughout the community. 

“ I asked her, ‘You know bitch, what’s your 
problem?’ She turned and faced me and said, ‘You 
are... I don’t want to be around you.’ I shot her ”

The bodies of Constance (left) 

and Carolyn were discovered by a 

shopper who had walked into the 

store and found the front deserted  



would prove. Perhaps aware that she didn’t 

have long left to live and that death would 

see her escape punishment, Smith finally 

confessed to the informant about the double 

killing. Her motive was a panicked desire to 

hide her sexuality. 

Smith explained that Constance and 

Carolyn, upon somehow discovering the 

truth about their colleague, teased her 

relentlessly. Feeling as though there was 

nothing else she could do, she armed herself 

with a .25-calibre pistol and headed to work 

on that fateful morning of 11 April. Within 

hours both victims would be slumped in a 

pool of their own blood in the back room 

of the shop, a scene Smith recalled vividly: 

“When I first went in the store Connie was 

on the phone. Carolyn was just coming 

out of the back room. She saw me and she 

turned and started back into the back room, 

so I followed her. Once we got into the back 

room I asked her, ‘You know bitch, what’s 

your problem?’ She turned and faced me and 

said, ‘You are. I don’t want to work with you. 

I don’t like you. I don’t want to be around 

you.’ I shot her. Connie then came running 

in and knelt down beside her. She asked me 

what I’d done. I shot her.”

Aftermath

Eager to distance herself from the crime, 

Smith fled the scene with $138 in her 

pocket and soon moved out of town. She 

would marry and have two children before 

returning to Staunton shortly before her 

death. But while all this seemed to add up, 

one of Smith’s claims floored the informant 

and later the investigating officers assigned 

to the cold case: Detective Bocock had 

helped her to cover up the crime by burying 

the gun on his farm.

Joyce Bradshaw recalled that, when 

questioned about what she had done with 

the weapon, Smith had replied, “I gave it to 

Davey Bocock.” This would be one of the last 

things Smith would ever say to Bradshaw, 

the 61 year old passing away in January 2009 

with two murder charges to her name. As for 

Bocock, who died in 2006, uncovering the 

truth behind his involvement in the cover-up 

– if he was indeed involved at all – fell to the 

local authorities. 

“If he had anything to do with covering 

this thing up we are hell-bent on finding 

out what it was and why,” stated the 

Commonwealth’s Attorney Raymond C. 

Robertson shortly after Smith’s death. 

Having endured over four decades 

waiting for the truth about who brutally 

ended the lives of their loved ones, 
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Constance and Carolyn’s family have only 

ever been provided with partial closure.

Upon hearing of Smith’s death, Lowell 

Sheets was struck by a mixture of feelings: “I 

didn’t accept it with glee. There is a sadness 

about it. There’s just no way you can hear 

this and have this happy and elated feeling 

about it.”

While explaining that he feels no 

bitterness, Sheets revealed just how hard 

the wait for the truth – at least some truth 

– had been. “This has been a very gruelling 

situation to try and direct this information 

to a positive outcome. It may be the final 

chapter, but there is still a lot of information 

I’d like to know about.” 

Whether or not Sheets and the rest of 

the victims’ family members will ever be 

afforded full closure to their harrowing 

ordeal remains to be seen. Either way, the 

woman responsible for the murders won’t be 

around to find out.
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Constance’s mother waited 41 

years to discover who murdered 

her daughter, and why 

Just 19 at the time of the murders, Smith carried the burden of her guilt for 41 years until her death at 61

Once hailed as a trustworthy 
officer of the law, the shroud of suspicion has hung over Detective Bocock since Smith’s claim that he helped her



GIOVANNI DI STEFANO REPRESENTED A MULTITUDE 

OF CRIMINAL MONSTERS IN COURT AND RUBBED 

SHOULDERS WITH THE WORST OF HUMANITY – BUT 

EVEN THEY WERE HOODWINKED BY HIS LIES

WORDS JOANNA ELPHICK

DEVIL’S

LAWYER
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Giovanni Di Stefano 

stares defiantly at the 

camera before entering the 

courtroom for his own trial

Image source: wiki/ Gianluca Di Stefano



E
xtricating the truth from fake lawyer Giovanni Di Stefano 

is as tricky as catching an eel with your bare hands. It’s 

next to impossible. Telling his story and sticking to the 

facts is equally problematic since truths and fantasies 

are inextricably entwined, but one thing is undeniably certain: 

Di Stefano, often referred to as ‘Mr Murder’ or the ‘Devil’s 

Advocate’, is one of the most successful fraudsters in legal 

history. Despite his lengthy holiday at Her Majesty’s pleasure, 

he continues to spin his yarns and bewitch the media and 

potential clients in equal measure. So where did this silver-

tongued trickster come from? What possessed him to spend his 

life surrounded by the scum of the Earth? And why did he make 

it his mission to humiliate Britain’s legal system so publicly?

The seeds 

of resentment

Born on 1 July 1955, in the village of Petrella Tifernina in the 

province of Campobasso, Molise, Italy, Giovanni Di Stefano 

started causing disruption from the very beginning of his life. 

Childhood friends, interviewed by the press after his ignoble fall 

from grace, recalled that wherever there was trouble, Di Stefano 

was sure to be close by. 

When job opportunities dried up and financial worries 

became overwhelming, his father left southern Italy to find 

work in England. Six-year-old Giovanni and his mother 

followed on shortly after, and the family soon settled down in 

the county of Northamptonshire. 

Life in England was hard for the little boy, who stood out 

because of his strange accent and unusual name, and despite 

changing it to ‘John’, he never quite fitted in with the other 

children. Experiencing xenophobia and discrimination first- 

hand, the seeds of Di Stefano’s resentment towards the British 

legal system that allowed such prejudice to thrive were swiftly 

sown. Lying became second nature to the youth, who buried 

his average school life, later reimagining a highly successful 

education that ended in him receiving a make-believe PhD in 

law from Cambridge.

John Di Stefano fashioned the truth to meet his needs, 

moving from place to place in the vain hope that reality would 

never catch up with him. By the early 1980s he had changed 

his name back to Giovanni in order to distance himself from 

a three-year sentence for obtaining property by deception in 

1976. Further custodial sentences followed in 1984 and ’86 for 

fraudulent trading and other deception charges. However, far 

from frightening the young man into seeing the error of his 

ways, the custodial punishment gave Di Stefano the chance to 

hone his craft. He was a natural born swindler and he couldn’t 

wait to get back out into the world.

In later interviews he claimed that ‘John’ and Giovanni 

were two separate individuals, one a crook, the other an 

affluent lawyer, despite the pair having the same birthdays, 

places of birth and, most telling, identical fingerprints. Having 

been caught out so publicly, Di Stefano changed tack. He had 

 FAR FROM FRIGHTENING HIM 
INTO SEEING THE ERROR OF HIS 
WAYS, CUSTODIAL PUNISHMENT 
GAVE DI STEFANO THE CHANCE 

TO HONE HIS CRAFT 

GIOVANNI DI STEFANO
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HE PROUDLY BRAGGED THAT HE WAS PREPARED 

TO ‘DEFEND THE INDEFENSIBLE’

A ROGUE’S GALLERY 
OF CLIENTS

CHARLES MANSON
 
Cult leader of the murderous 
Manson Gang, Charles Manson 
terrorised California during the 
late 1960s. Di Stefano attempted 
to get Manson released on a 
technicality concerning the law 
on ‘joint enterprise’.

JEREMY BAMBER
 
Di Stefano claimed that he 
had discovered fresh evidence 
proving convicted killer Jeremy 
Bamber had not murdered five 
people in 1985. The evidence 
was submitted to the CCRC and 
remains under review.

RONNIE BIGGS
 
Di Stefano successfully appealed 
to get Biggs, the thief who 
helped plan and execute the 
Great Train Robbery, released on 
compassionate grounds.

CHARLES BRONSON
 
Di Stefano argued that the 
‘most violent criminal in Britain’ 
should not have been allowed 
to represent himself due to his 
psychiatric condition and should 
therefore be paroled.



indeed been charged and convicted of these crimes but had 

successfully appealed his case in 1987. Seventeen years later, a 

reporter discovered that his appeal had in fact failed and he had 

served his full sentence. 

The more time Di Stefano spent in court, the more he began 

to appreciate the mutable nature of the ‘justice system’. With 

his silver tongue and sharp mind, he was convinced that he too 

could harness the power of the law. The fact that he possessed 

no legal qualifications was a minor inconvenience that could be 

solved with another tall tale and a simple reinvention. 

From liar to lawyer

By late 1989, the falsehoods were beginning to mount up, and 

Di Stefano decided it might be a good idea to leave England 

for a while. He now presented himself as an international 

businessman and headed out to Los Angeles, where he 

ingratiated himself with a series of financial highflyers. A 

chance encounter with two such gentlemen, Florio Fiorini and 

Giancarlo Parretti, at the Polo Lounge in Beverley Hills, led to 

a brazen scam to purchase Hollywood’s MGM Studios. The 

money required for the transaction was supposedly raised by 

bribing officials at the Credit Lyonnais Bank, but when the deal 

collapsed, both Parretti and Fiorini were sent to jail. Di Stefano, 

on the other hand, skipped the country having pocketed $249 

million. Parretti later argued that he would never have entered 

into a business agreement with such a nonentity and denied 

ever working with him. 

Di Stefano, meanwhile, made his way to New Zealand, where 

he continued to sell himself as a top-ranking businessman. 

THE DEVIL’S LAWYER

Once again, he attempted to purchase a number 

of multimillion-dollar properties, supposedly on 

behalf of an American-based company. Reporters 

following the flamboyant Italian businessman 

soon became suspicious of his ostentatious 

behaviour and, having discovered his 

previous convictions in the UK, Di Stefano 

was deported.

Since his high-profile antics had caused 

him unwanted attention he decided to find a 

new place to lie low. After some consideration he 

plumped for war-torn Yugoslavia, a country that had 

far more to worry about than a slippery businessman. 

It was here that he first showed his willingness to 

associate with the most wicked and corrupt by currying 

favour with the then President of Serbia Slobodan 

Milošević and later the Serbian warlord Arkan. These 

despicable friendships were merely the first in a long line of 

repellent criminal associations that would soon follow. 

Due to his criminal convictions, a Solicitors’ Disciplinary 

Tribunal held in 1990 had ruled that Di Stefano was not 

entitled to be employed by any solicitor in the UK. This 

had momentarily interfered with his outrageous plans for a 
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TOP LEFT A view of the 

bell tower in the village 

of Petrella Tifernina, 

birthplace of Di Stefano

ABOVE LEFT Di Stefano’s 

audacious bid to buy 

MGM collapsed, and 

he was later sued for 

damages by the studios 

ABOVE RIGHT Following 

Iraq’s 1990 invasion of 

Kuwait, Iraq’s dictator 

Saddam Hussein 

committed over 2,000 war 

crimes against Britons
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legal career but, having rewritten his life story once again, he 

decided to move back to Italy in order to set up his own legal 

practice. The Studio Legale Internazionale opened in Rome, and 

it was from here that Di Stefano returned to England as a self-

styled ‘avvocato’, or Italian lawyer. 

Initially, the British legal system seemed unsure of the rules 

regarding an Italian lawyer being given advocacy rights in the 

UK, but while QCs and judges pontificated upon the legality of 

such a situation, Di Stefano took advantage of the confusion and 

began his counterfeit career in the law.  

His first major case concerned Nicholas van Hoogstraten, a 

deplorable British businessman who, like Di Stefano, named 

political monsters including Robert Mugabe as his friends and 

associates. Van Hoogstraten had been charged and convicted of 

the manslaughter of Mohammed Raja, but Di Stefano managed 

to engineer his release, getting the conviction quashed by the 

Court of Appeal in 2003. At the time, the governor of HM 

Prison Belmarsh had attempted to bar Di Stefano from visiting 

his client in jail. Unperturbed by his shaky legal footing, the 

self-styled avvocato appealed the decision to the High Court of 

Justice and won. 

With one impressive success under his belt, Di Stefano set 

about winning over the media and making a name for himself. 

If the press were waiting on the steps of the Old Bailey in the 

hopes of catching a juicy quote, the avvocato was more than 

happy to oblige. 

His next case involved John ‘Goldfinger’ Palmer, the 

mastermind behind a multimillion-pound timeshare scam. 

Relying on a little-known legal technicality, the brazen ‘lawyer’ 

secured his client’s release from an eight-year jail sentence, 

with Palmer having served just over half of the term. In return, 

Palmer was ordered to pay a £33-million fine, not much for a 

criminal whose personal fortune was estimated to be around 

£300 million. 

Di Stefano was the undisputed king of the legal loophole and 

quickly gained a reputation for being a man who surrounded 

himself with the dregs of society and was prepared to fight 

for the worst of humanity without a thought for the innocent 

victims who would be denied justice. 

A BBC documentary entitled Notorious featured a smirking 

Di Stefano, who proudly announced that had Hitler asked for 

his help he would have seen to it that he would never have been 

convicted of killing Jews. The general public were horrified 

by the odious little man, but his unshakeable confidence, 

coupled with an obvious lack of a moral compass, impressed the 

 IF THE PRESS WERE WAITING 
ON THE STEPS OF THE OLD 
BAILEY FOR A JUICY QUOTE, 
DI STEFANO WAS MORE THAN 

HAPPY TO OBLIGE 

ABOVE LEFT Di Stefano 

claimed that he was 

briefly detained in order to 

isolate his client Slobodan 

Miloševic, but this was 

never proven

ABOVE MIDDLE A 

triumphant Nicholas van 

Hoogstraten leaves the 

High Court in London, 29 

March 2004

ABOVE RIGHT Di Stefano 

addresses the media in 

the wake of securing a 

retrial for van Hoogstraten, 

whose conviction for 

manslaughter was 

quashed in July 2003
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criminal fraternity and ensured that he had a steady stream of 

villainous clients. However, the legal world remained sceptical 

as to his courtroom authority. 

When Patrick ‘Dutchy’ Holland, the infamous Irish armed 

robber and drug smuggler, called upon Di Stefano to help with 

his defence, Ireland’s Chief Justice Murray insisted on seeing 

his legal qualifications before permitting the alleged ‘avvocato’ 

to act on Holland’s behalf. When Di Stefano failed to provide 

the required proof, the Chief Justice concluded that he simply 

didn’t have any qualifications to show. Such public humiliation 

would have cowed most men, but not Di 

Stefano, who began bragging to the media 

about his legal involvement with a vast 

array of dubious customers.

Devil’s Advocate

In 2004, Di Stefano claimed to have 

been working for prolific serial killer 

Harold Shipman on the day that he 

committed suicide in his cell. Michael 

Schwarz, a partner with Bindman & 

Partners who represented Shipman, agreed 

that they had indeed been preparing an 

appeal case but strongly denied that 

Giovanni Di Stefano had been involved in 
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FROM WARLORDS TO ROYALTY, PAEDOPHILES TO 
MURDERERS, DI STEFANO HAD SOMETHING TO SAY 

ABOUT THEM ALL

IN HIS OWN WORDS

‘I found he had a 
handshake like a priest. 

Warm’

On Osama Bin Laden:

2002 – Mail & Guardian, 

interview with Esther Addley

‘He’s a good person, 
got a good heart and 

means well’

On Charles Bronson:

2009 – YouTube

‘Slobodan Milosevic liked 
me very, very much’

2013 – During his trial 

at Southwark Crown Court

‘We do not defend Snow 
White unless she is with 
the Seven Perverts. In 
which case she will need 

our services’
2002 – The Guardian, 

interview with Esther Addley

RIGHT Di Stefano 

brandishes a letter written 

by former Iraqi Deputy 

Prime Minister Tariq Aziz 

begging to be permitted to 

live in peace in Italy
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any way whatsoever. While some claims, such as working with 

Dr Shipman were complete fantasies, others were not so clear 

cut. He claimed to be representing convicted paedophile Gary 

Glitter, something that most people would be inclined to keep 

quiet about. During an interview with Henry Langston for  

Vice.com, Di Stefano attempted to trivialise Glitter’s predation 

of children, stating, ‘It’s not my cup of tea and it won’t ever be. 

Well, I don’t know, maybe when I’m 70…’ 

Of course, other associations were genuine and his ever-

increasing list of immoral clientele turned the stomachs of the 

general public. However, from this point on the courts were 

wary of Mr Di Stefano’s involvement, and since he had failed 

to present any legal qualifications, he was no longer given 

advocacy rights of his own. In other words, he could no longer 

speak directly in court. If he wished to represent a client he 

needed to do so via Paul Martin & Co, a firm with suspiciously 

close ties to Studio Legale Internazionale in Rome. The slick 

‘avvocato’ advised his legal team from the side-lines, controlling 

every move without breaking the legal rules. It appeared that, 

by working from the shadows, he had beaten the British justice 

system once again.

In 2007, Di Stefano wangled his way into the high-profile 

trial of Ian Strachan, the international playboy who attempted 

to blackmail an unnamed member of the royal family. Strachan 

claimed that he possessed an explicit video revealing a minor 

member of the royal family engaging in a sex act with an aide. It 

was alleged that the video also showed the aid snorting cocaine. 

The seedy allegations were the sort of case Di Stefano adored 

and, like honey to a bear, he came running as soon as the details 

became public. He was quick to point out that there was no 

such video tape in existence; rather there was a tape showing 

the aide boasting of the alleged act. Strachan was released after 

serving half of his five-year sentence only to die in his flat on 

Christmas Eve 2016.

Di Stefano continued to court the limelight, shamelessly 

boasting of his desire to ‘defend the indefensible’. Having 

attempted to obtain a posthumous pardon for Hawley Harvey 

Crippen, he went on to support Moors murderer Ian Brady 

in his bid to be transferred to a Scottish jail. His scandalous 

social circle now included Saddam Hussein, who he found to 

be ‘a very amenable person’, and Tariq Aziz, Saddam’s foreign 

minister. Aziz later claimed that the British secret service had 

murdered Giovanni’s father as an act of revenge after he filed 

legal papers against Tony Blair as a favour to Aziz. It seemed 

that the corrupt avvocato was a pathological liar incapable of 

telling the truth, and yet somehow he continued to work.

Cheaters never win

At this point Di Stefano must have been feeling untouchable. 

Although a variety of judges had raised their concerns over 

his distinct lack of legal qualifications, no one it seemed was 

prepared to actually halt his grotesque crusade to protect the 

worst of humanity. But this was not strictly the case. Just as Di 

Stefano worked in the shadows, so too were the Fraud Squad. 

By 2002, a British police force headed by Detective Jerry 

Walters was quietly gathering evidence to bring Di Stefano’s 

glittering – albeit bogus – legal career to an end. So, while he 

continued to represent the worst of the criminal underworld, 

such as Omar Benguit, Black Widow Linda Calvey, Manuel 

Noriega and Kenneth Noye, aka the Road Rage Killer, who 

stabbed another motorist to death on the M25 in Kent, the 

police, ably supported by the Law Society, attempted to prove 

that Di Stefano had misrepresented himself under the 1974 

Solicitors Act.

Initially the police contacted all 165 ALBO’s – Italian Board 

of Legal Practitioners Offices – across Italy to see if Giovanni Di 

Stefano had ever been registered as an avvocato. Unsurprisingly, 
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A LIFETIME SPENT BUILDING  

A LEGAL CAREER UPON A  

BED OF FRAUDULENT CLAIMS

A HISTORY 
OF LIES

RIGHT TOP A photo 

released by Spanish 

authorities of John 

‘Goldfinger’ Palmer

RIGHT INSET A police 

officer stands guard 

outside the Essex home of 

John Palmer. The ex con 

man was found shot dead 

in June 2015

BELOW Giovanni Di 

Stefano courted the world 

press at every opportunity, 

encouraging the media to 

follow his every move

Di Stefano jumped at the chance to get his name in the paper and was quick to associate himself with disgraced record producer Phil Spector

Di Stefano sets 

up a fraudulent 

business agreement 

to purchase MGM 

Studios. His financial 

partners are sent to 

jail while he escapes 

with $249 million.

Although working in the 

UK, he sets up the Studio 

Legale Internazionale in 

Rome, giving himself the 

title ‘avvocato’, thereby 

hoodwinking the UK into 

believing that he is a 

qualified lawyer.

Di Stefano wins a High 

Court ruling to be able to 

visit his client Nicholas 

van Hoogstraten while 

he was incarcerated in 

Belmarsh Prison after 

the prison governor 

refused him entry.

He agrees to help 

transfer convicted 

cocaine smuggler 

Laurent Penchef to a 

prison in France for 

10,000 Euros but 

pockets the money 

and disappears.

During the trial 

of gangster John 

Palmer, a senior 

judge demands 

proof of Di 

Stefano’s legal 

qualifications.
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his name could not be found. Since he had never passed any 

legal examinations in his home country and certainly hadn’t 

attended law school in England, he clearly had no legal 

authority in the British courtrooms that he had been taking 

centre stage in over the past several years.

Dissatisfied customers had also started making formal 

complaints. It seemed that Di Stefano had been taking money 

from a number of clients, offering them solutions to their 

problems only to disappear with his fee without following 

through on his promises. Unlike his more infamous clients, 

these cases involved innocent and often vulnerable people. 

When Anthony Chatzifotiou lost an arm after a serious 

road accident, Di Stefano took it upon himself to claim the 

£150,000 insurance. Anton never received the money. He also 

defrauded a pensioner out of her £75,000 life savings. Actress 

and playwright Tricia Walsh-Smith was taken in by the slick, 

2007 2008 2009 2013 2014

fast-talking avvocato when he promised to get her pre-nuptial 

agreement to Philip J. Smith overturned. He even convinced 

her to invest in a News of the World online scam. Once again, 

the clients were left all the poorer for having the misfortune to 

come across Di Stefano.

In 2011, he was arrested in Majorca and brought back to 

the UK to face justice. On 27 March 2013, a jury consisting of 

eight women and four men took just over four hours to find 

Di Stefano guilty of 25 charges, including eight counts of fraud 

and nine counts of obtaining a money transfer by deception. 

The judge sentenced him to 14 years imprisonment. A year later 

he was told to pay back the £1.4 million he had taken from his 

victims, and when he refused to do so a further eight and a half 

years were handed down, making his 22-year sentence longer 

than that of many of the murderers he had helped to free. 

So why did he do it? Giovanni Di Stefano is clearly a deeply 

intelligent man, skilled at grappling with the technicalities 

of the law and more than capable of attaining a law degree if 

he so wished. The answer is as hate-fuelled as the clients he 

defended. Di Stefano felt ill-treated by the system on his arrival 

in the UK, a young immigrant with no money and no friends. 

This was further compounded by the prison sentence handed 

down to him in 1984 when the judge labelled him ‘a swindler 

without scruple or conscience’. His entire career has been 

driven by revenge. He has recently stated ‘my time for revenge 

is now over’. Only time will tell if he is finally telling the truth.

 A BRITISH POLICE FORCE 
WAS QUIETLY GATHERING 
EVIDENCE TO BRING DI 
STEFANO’S GLITTERING  
CAREER TO AN END 

Not so cocky now! 
Di Stefano slinks 
into Southwark 
Crown Court, no 
longer looking for 
media attention
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Di Stefano complains 

that the investigation 

into the Blackwater 

Guards who are charged 

with killing innocent 

Iraqi civilians is deeply 

unjust. The men are 

later found guilty.

Found guilty of a 

multitude of offences 

including eight counts 

of fraud, two counts of 

using a false instrument, 

and nine counts of 

obtaining a money 

transfer by deception.

A judge increases his 

14-year sentence by 

8 ½ years for failing 

to compensate £1.4 

million to his victims.

He attempts to obtain 

a posthumous pardon 

for murderer Hawley 

Harvey Crippen 99 

years after he was 

hanged for killing his 

wife Cora.

He agrees to help 

Moors Murderer 

Ian Brady apply to 

be transferred to a 

conventional prison 

where he can starve 

himself to death.



TAKEN IN 
THE NIGHT
MELANIE HALL WAS BRIGHT, BEAUTIFUL AND VIVACIOUS, BUT SHE VANISHED ON A NIGHT OUT IN 
1996. FOR 13 YEARS THERE WAS NO SIGN OF HER, UNTIL REMAINS WERE FOUND BY A MOTORWAY

“I
t’s coming home, it’s coming home, it’s coming, 

Football’s coming home.” That was a new song then, 

in 1996 – a chorus that echoed round the country as 

England hosted Euro 96. And in the opening game England 

faced Switzerland, conceding a late goal to draw.

People in the historic city of Bath were as transfixed by 

the football as elsewhere in England. After the game many 

headed for the Georgian city’s pubs, bars and nightclubs. 

Among the crowds that Saturday night was a young couple. 

He was a recently qualified doctor. She was a psychology 

graduate working as a clerical officer at the Royal United 

Hospital, where they met. Her name was Melanie Hall.

25-year-old Melanie was bright, beautiful and vivacious, 

her parents would later say. “She was very excited. This was 

a girl who had everything in front of her. She was absolutely 

bubbling, it was the pinnacle of her youth,” her father told 

The Sun. Melanie had got together with German surgeon 

Philip Kurlbaum, three weeks prior. She planned to spend the 

weekend at his flat in the centre of Bath. 

She lived with her parents, Steve and Pat, in Bradford-

on-Avon eight kilometres away. The previous day, the Friday, 

her parents moved into a new home. Her mother had driven 

Melanie to Bath. Melanie planned to spend the night with 

Philip and go to a friend’s party in Bath the following night. 

“I just said have a lovely time,” Pat said. “That was the last 

time I spoke to her. I didn’t need to tell her I loved her.”

Preface to murder

On Saturday night, 8 June, bars jostled with people watching 

the England football match. Melanie and Philip went to a 

friend’s party, but it ended early, so they and another couple 

decided to keep the night going and went to one of Bath’s 

many nightclubs.

Cadillacs was a venue on Walcot Street, Bath’s Bohemian 

quarter. The four of them went in. Cadillacs had a reputation 

as a mainstream club. Saturday nights was a ‘towny’ affair, 

as opposed to Monday’s ‘student nights’. Melanie and Philip 

were there for some time. At one point he left the club to get 

more cash out. When Dr. Kurlbaum returned he saw Melanie 

dancing with another man and stormed back out of the club. 

Later, Melanie’s other friends left the club. She was sat on a 

stool by the dance floor. She was alone. It was the last time 

anyone who knew Melanie Hall saw her alive. 

On the Sunday, Pat and Steve Hall assumed that Melanie 

would pop over to see their new home. But she didn’t show. 

And the following morning Melanie did not arrive for work, 

which had never happened before. She was a clerical officer 

in the same hospital where her mother worked as a nurse. 

Pat tried to contact Melanie but had no luck. There was 

no sign of Melanie all day. They contacted Philip, who said he 

last saw her in the nightclub. At 8pm, Pat and Steve drove to 

Bath police station. “I remember driving down and thinking 

for the first time perhaps I will never see her again, that 

crossed my mind. But I didn’t say that to Pat,” Steve later said. 

“We were caught up in the moment, it’s like a car accident, 

suddenly there’s a lot going on and it takes you over. Once we 

had gone to the police station things happened quite quickly. 

The police came to us that evening and we were being 

overtaken by events. They searched here in the garden till 

midnight and came back the next morning, it was full scale 

and all kicked in.”
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 SHE SAT ON A STOOL BY THE DANCE FLOOR. SHE WAS ALONE. 
IT WAS THE LAST TIME ANYONE SAW MELANIE HALL ALIVE 

UNSOLVED CASE

WORDS ROBERT MURPHY
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NO BODY, NO CLUES, JUST A SIGHTING OF MELANIE IN A CLUB, DETECTIVES HAD FEW LEADS TO FIND HER KILLER

THE INVESTIGATION

A police inquiry began immediately. Melanie Hall had no 

history of disappearing. She did not lead a ‘chaotic’ lifestyle. 

She had no reason to have vanished. She had a loving family 

who missed her dearly, frantic with worry.

On the Tuesday, police began a public appeal for 

information. They released to the press a photo of Melanie at 

her graduation a year earlier. It was the first time the name 

Melanie Hall hit the newsstands. It would not be the last.

The appeal for witnesses was heeded. Many came 

forward who had been out in Bath on the Saturday night. 

Over the following weeks more than 1,000 clubbers would 

be interviewed. But in the early stages, officers were reaping 

few rewards. Perhaps she was being held against her will? On 

Thursday 13 June, Steve and Pat Hall faced the press cameras 

for the first time, pleading for her safe return.

An unusual step was taken the following day by a 

desperate police force wanting to jog people’s memories 

and to find Melanie safe and well. Avon and Somerset Police 

produced a computer-generated picture of what she would 

have looked like on the Saturday night. Melanie had been 

wearing a pale blue silk dress with a round neck, black suede 

shoes with straps across the front, a cream single-breasted 

long-sleeve jacket and was carrying a black satchel-type 

handbag. Still, there was no sign of Melanie.

Searching the Avon

On Saturday 15 June, a week after Melanie’s disappearance, 

Avon and Somerset Police drafted in extra officers to patrol 

the streets of Bath and to question people in and around 

Cadillacs club. Then they started searching the river. The 

River Avon in Bath is a beautiful but treacherous stretch of 

water in which many young people have fallen and met their 

deaths over the decades. Police divers were drafted in, but 

they found no sign of either Melanie or her belongings.

When Melanie’s friends left the club at 

around 1.10am, she was seen sitting 

alone on a stool by the dance floor. Did 

her killer spot her on her own and talk 

to her? Or follow her out of the club? 
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The same day, Melanie’s boyfriend, Dr. Kurlbaum, released 

a statement describing how he was devastated by her 

disappearance. He would soon return to his native Germany.

Detectives used other tactics. They appealed on the 

Internet for information – a new strategy, as widespread 

use of the World Wide Web was still in its infancy. And 

there were more traditional techniques, including a poster 

campaign and police reconstructions. But a fortnight after 

Melanie’s disappearance, officers were forced to admit they 

were no nearer to discovering her fate.

Screams in the night

But the following day came a breakthrough, perhaps. Two 

families living near Walcot Street both said they heard a 

woman’s chilling scream crying, “leave me alone, let me go” 

on the night Melanie vanished. These were followed up but 

came to nothing.

The days continued passing. They became weeks and 

eventually months. In October, Steve and Pat Hall held an 

emotional press conference in which they admitted they 

believed Melanie must be dead. Still the tactics continued. 

Police released home footage from Melanie’s graduation – an 

attempt for a killer to search his conscience. The attempt was 

in vain, or the killer did not search hard enough. If playing on 

heartstrings wouldn’t work, then perhaps hard cash would. A 

£10,000 reward was offered. Information came in, but none 

of it led to Melanie Hall.

 TWO FAMILIES LIVING NEAR WALCOT STREET 
BOTH SAID THEY HEARD A WOMAN’S CHILLING 

SCREAM CRYING, ‘LEAVE ME ALONE, LET ME GO’ 
ON THE NIGHT MELANIE VANISHED 

Criminologists and police reviewers have studied 

Melanie Hall’s disappearance and wondered how a killer 

could have snatched Melanie from the streets. “For her to 

completely disappear, it had to be fairly quick,” said Dr. Jane 

Monckton-Smith, a lecturer in criminology at the University 

of Gloucestershire. “She didn’t wander the streets for a long 

time, it must have been fairly quick between the last time she 

was seen and her being in the company of the person who 

killed her. That must have been quite a short window.

“It must have been quite quick that she got somewhere 

where she couldn’t be witnessed. That seems logical, if 

nothing else. She probably got into somebody’s company that 

she was happy to be in their company, because [otherwise] 

there would have been an altercation, maybe.”

The first arrest

In January 1997, six months after Melanie’s disappearance, 

Dr. Kurlbaum returned to the UK. Police arrested him and 

questioned him all day while they stripped his car and made 

forensic searches of the vehicle. He later said, “When I was 

arrested I was overwhelmed. I can understand how awful 

this must be for Melanie’s parents. But I had nothing to do 

with her disappearance.”

Police were getting increasingly desperate. On the one-

year anniversary of Melanie’s vanishing, they held an appeal, 

as they did the following year. Melanie’s case loomed large 

over the pretty city.

Melanie’s boyfriend Philip Kurlbaum stormed off after seeing her dancing with another man at Cadillacs nightclub. He never saw her again

OPPOSITE-TOP A post 

mortem showed Melanie 

suffered catastrophic 

head injuries, including a 

fractured skull and jaw

OPPOSITE-BOTTOM 

Multiple appeals were 

made for witnesses who 

were in and around 

Cadillacs nightclub that 

Saturday night and early 

Sunday morning, and 

1,000 people out that 

night were interviewed

TOP Melanie stayed on 

her own in Cadillacs after 

her boyfriend and other 

friends had left
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Officers had no idea whose remains had been 

found. But a gold patterned ring was among 

the belongings. They showed this to Melanie’s 

parents, who confirmed she had been wearing it.

CLUE GOLD PATTERNED RING

The bin bags were tied with a 

thin blue polypropylene rope. 

The lead officer said to reporters, 

“Who had access to similar blue 

rope 13 years ago? Was this 

rope in the car, house or garage 

of someone who you suspect 

may have been involved?”

CLUE BLUE ROPE
Detectives have never revealed 

where DNA was deposited, but 

they said they do have a sample. 

They have also not said if they have 

gleaned a full DNA profile from it.

CLUE DNA AT SCENE

A pathologist was unable to give a definitive 

cause of death, but the post mortem showed 

that Melanie had suffered a severe blunt 

trauma to her head, causing a fractured 

skull, jaw and cheekbone. 

CLUE MELANIE’S INJURIES

A ring with three Ford car keys was 

also discovered at the scene. They had 

the identification number T144213. 

Police officers would try to identify what 

cars they came from. Four years later 

they appealed for information about a 

Volkswagen car, so perhaps the Ford 

keys were ruled out as important.

CLUE CAR KEYS IN MUD

Melanie’s parents had assumed she had spent the weekend at her boyfriend’s flat. 

But when she didn’t turn up for her shift at the Royal United Hospital on Monday 

morning, her mother raised the alarm.

EVENT NO-SHOW AT WORK

MELANIE HALL VANISHED FROM CADILLACS IN JUNE 1996. HER REMAINS 
WERE FOUND 32 KILOMETRES AWAY, OVER 13 YEARS LATER

NIGHTCLUB DISAPPEARANCE 
TO ROADSIDE DISCOVERY



Theories abounded. Some were fantastical. Could John 

Cannan, who was already in prison in June 1996 for the 

murder of Bristol newlywed Shirley Banks, have arranged 

Melanie’s killing from behind bars? This was a serious 

proposition suggested at the time. There was also a series 

of rapes carried out in Bath. In one, the attacker dropped a 

cap that had the Batman logo on it. Could this be the same 

offender? The so-called ‘Batman rapist’? 

In 1999 father-of-two Marc Shillibier murdered teenager 

Rebecca Storrs by smashing her head with a hammer. He 

sexually assaulted her too. Shillibier confessed to a cellmate 

that he had killed Melanie Hall. He later retracted his claim 

and refused to engage with officers under interview.

In 2003, detectives had what they believed to be a 

breakthrough. What led them to farmland at the hamlet of 

Inglesbatch near Bath has never been revealed. But officers 

arrived early one morning, arrested two men and started 

taking soil samples from the land. After seven years, had they 

finally found Melanie Hall’s remains? Had they also found 

her killer or killers? Pat and Steve Hall were informed of 

the development. News crews camped outside the cordon, 

awaiting news that didn’t come. Nothing was found. The men 

were released. They were innocent.

The following year, Melanie Hall was formally declared 

dead. The years passed. At the Halls’ home, Pat and Steve 

kept Melanie’s room as she would have wanted it. Police 

made appeals on the tenth anniversary of her disappearance. 

Her sister, Dominique, made a public plea for information. 

But the investigation, it seemed, was petering out.

Discovering Melanie

In November 2009, a workman was clearing a motorway 

verge at the side of the M5 near Thornbury in South 

Gloucestershire, some 32 kilometres north of where Melanie 

disappeared in Bath city centre 13 years earlier. He pulled 

back scrub, finding a bag. As he moved that bag he noticed 

BATH

BRISTOL

M5
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13 years after her disappearance, 
Melanie’s remains were discovered in 
five bin liners by a workman near a 
slip road on junction 14 of the M5

Melanie’s silver earrings, like these, 

have never been found. Police are also 

yet to recover her Midland cheque 

book and bank card and Next watch

Melanie decided to stay in Cadillacs nightclub after her boyfriend had 

stormed off and her friends left. They last saw her sitting on a stool 

near the dance floor. It was 1.10am. 

EVENT LAST SEEN ALIVE

Judging by the skeletonisation of her 

body, Melanie had been dead for a 

long time. 

CLUE MELANIE’S BODY

Melanie’s remains were found in five 

bin liners half-buried by a motorway 

slip road in South Gloucestershire, 

over a decade after she disappeared. 

VICTIM MELANIE HALL

Melanie’s clothes – her pale blue 
dress, black shoes and cream jacket – 
were not recovered from the deposit-
site. They have never been found
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what he believed to be bones. Police were called. They 

cordoned off the area, and forensic teams were brought in.

There were five bin liners, buried and half-buried in soil 

and undergrowth. Inside were the bones of a woman: arms, 

a pelvis, legs and a skull. There were few other clues as to 

who this might be. But there was a gold patterned ring. Police 

showed an image to Steve and Pat Hall, who said this was 

Melanie’s great-grandmother’s wedding ring, which she used 

to wear on the middle finger of her left hand. Dental records 

would later confirm that this was indeed Melanie Hall.

At a press conference, Steve Hall said, “13 years ago we 

had a young, vibrant daughter. Happy, with a future in front 

of her. Today we have a bag of bones discarded at the side of 

a motorway in a horrendous crime, a crime that has caused 

untold anguish for myself, my wife and family.”

More than that, Avon and Somerset Police had a call 

from the Greater Manchester force. A man had turned up at 

Cheadle Heath police station in Cheshire and said he’d killed 

Melanie. But there was something strange about this. The 

37-year-old was put through psychiatric examination, and it 

became clear he had nothing to do with her murder.

Back in the West Country, the bin liners were starting to 

reveal how Melanie died. Would they also lead detectives 

to her killer? Police found 

rope at the scene, which 

had been used to tie the 

bags, and also a set of car 

keys. A post mortem could 

not say conclusively how 

Melanie had died, but she 

had suffered a violent blow to her head and face. Her jaw and 

skull were both fractured.

The inquiry was now being headed by Detective 

Superintendent Mike Courtiour. He told reporters that the 

rope was being sent off for analysis. He made an appeal 

for anyone who knew someone who had that type of line, 

a blue three-strand rope, in 1996 to come forward. And he 

added that he might be looking at a criminal conspiracy: “It 

is possible that more than one person was involved in the 

disappearance, murder and disposal of Melanie Hall’s body.”

Inquiries continued, and even Philip Kurlbaum made a 

public statement about the case – a short sentence, released 

through the GP surgery in Gloucestershire where he now 

worked, and where he was a settled father of two. It read, “I 

am very sad for the family. It must have been a very difficult 

time for them. It has been a long time – 13 years.”

On 11 December 2009, in the magnificent Bath Abbey, 

Melanie Hall’s funeral was held. Her coffin carried a single 

bouquet of yellow roses – her favourite colour. It was a 

goodbye her family had waited 13 years to make.

There were further arrests. In July 2010 a 38-year-old 

man was arrested on suspicion of Melanie’s murder. He was 

released soon after. In November 2013 a 44-year-old Bath 

man was arrested and released. In 2016 a 45-year-old man 

from nearby Wiltshire was also held and later released too.

On the 20th anniversary of Melanie’s disappearance, Steve 

and Pat Hall said they were personally offering £50,000 for 

information that would lead to Melanie’s killer. The Sun said 

it would double that. It remains one of the biggest criminal 

rewards in British history. “It’s a huge amount of our savings 

and we are giving up our security to make this happen,” said 

Steve Hall. This is money that was originally set aside to help 

us in old age and help us if we were ill and help our surviving 

daughter and grandchildren get started in life. This is our 

family finance we’ve put at risk here because this is the last 

thing we can do to help catch Melanie’s killer.”

That was 2016. It appears the lure of money hasn’t worked. 

Melanie Hall’s killer – or killers – evade justice still.

THE MELANIE COINCIDENCE
The parallels are grimly spooky. On 9 June, a young woman was murdered on the streets 

of Bath. Her name was Melanie. But she’s not Melanie Hall. It happened 12 years earlier, 

in 1984. Melanie Road, who was 17, walked home and was stabbed in a frenzied attack. 

Her killer fled into the night. He left his blood at the scene, but police were not able to 

trace whose it was.

Then, in 1996, on the same date, Melanie Hall vanished. This time there were no 

signs of a struggle, no body found. Could the dates and the Christian names of the victims 

be more than an awful coincidence?

In 2016, police reviewing Melanie Road’s case arrested Bristol decorator Christopher 

Hampton after using new familial DNA techniques. He later pleaded guilty. Detectives 

maintain he was not responsible for Melanie Hall’s killing.

Two families in Bath reported hearing a 

woman scream, ‘Leave me alone, let me 

go,” on the night Melanie disappeared. Her 

skull later revealed that she’d received a 

blow to the head and face, suggesting she 

was violently assaulted

Melanie’s remains were found in bin 
liners tied with blue rope. Officers 
asked for information about anyone 
who was known to be using this 
common type of rope in 1996

OPPOSITE Melanie’s 

parents, Steve and 

Pat, and her sister 

Dominique have spent 

more than 25 years 

wondering if her killer 

will ever be found
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THE AFTERMATH

The investigation into the murder of Melanie 

Hall has been one of the biggest, highest profile 

inquiries in Avon and Somerset Police’s history. 

Although her killer contunues to evade justice, 

detectives still have some evidence to go on. 

They still have not found Melanie’s clothes – 

the pale blue dress, her black shoes and her 

cream jacket.

But a DNA sample was recovered at the 

motorway slip road among Melanie’s bones in 

the bin liners. Police will not say if they have 

actually turned this into a full DNA profile. 

But they have a sample at the very least. Dr. 

Monckton-Smith explained that the passage of 

time works both for and against investigators: 

“[26] years ago, you’ve lost evidence because 

it’s such a long time ago. But also, from a 

positive aspect, a [long] gap gives us potential 

for evidence that we couldn’t possibly have 

got then [in 1996]. That gap is positive because 

of the advances of DNA processing and the 

type of item that they get DNA from, and even 

degraded DNA you can get a profile from.”

But DNA itself is not enough. That is just 

one part of the inquiry. DNA may lead them 

to a person, but it does not prove that the 

suspect is Melanie’s killer. Police must also find 

corroborating evidence that the suspect was in 

Bath in the early hours of 9 June 1996 and had 

the means and opportunity to kill Melanie Hall.

Police have made various attempts at 

appealing to people’s consciences. They may 

not be able to persuade the killer to confess, but 

perhaps someone close may have an inkling. 

Detectives are appealing for people whose 

loyalties have changed. And as far-fetched as 

that may appear, Dr. Monckton-Smith said 

stranger things have happened: “When people’s 

allegiances change it doesn’t necessarily fit 

into the context of ‘I know about this now I’m 

going to split on you because we’re not friends 

anymore. It may be as simple as this person was 

married, has just gone through a messy divorce 

and the wife was thinking, ‘He did behave 

suspiciously around that time. As the marriage 

has gone on I’ve found him more suspicious’ – it 

needn’t be anything conspiratorial.

“People’s suspicions are suppressed by 

themselves: ‘Oh, don’t be so silly, nothing 

like that ever happens to me. I’m just being 

dramatic,’ or the people around them will 

suppress them, saying, ‘You have got to be 

careful, you will get someone in trouble if you 

say something like that.’ But the more times 

they see Melanie Hall’s face in the press, they 

might think – I am going to say something. I’m 

not silly.’”

Lack of evidence

The inquiry does not boast hours of CCTV, 

as would happen with a disappearance today. 

There is no telephony involved. No GPS 

coordinates, no social media accounts to look at. 

No pings from mobile masts. 

An Avon and Somerset Police source told 

Real Crime, “Unsolved murder cases are 

never closed. They are subject to regular 

reviews to check whether new techniques, 

such as advances in DNA technology, can be 

used to generate further lines of enquiry. The 

disappearance and murder of Melanie Hall 

remains unsolved. Her killer or killers need to 

be brought to justice to help give her family 

some form of closure. I would urge anyone with 

information on who killed Melanie, or why she 

was killed, to come forward now. Even the most 

seemingly insignificant piece of information 

could be the key to solving this case.”

Still Steve and Pat Hall wait for news of a 

murder charge. Upstairs in their home, kept as 

it has been for 26 years, is Melanie’s bedroom, 

left just as she would have wanted it. Melanie’s 

parents still wait for their daughter’s murderer 

to be caught.

WHAT OPTIONS ARE OPEN TO DETECTIVES AFTER 26 YEARS? WHAT ARE THE PROSPECTS OF FINDING HER KILLER?

THE FATHER WHO REFUSED TO GIVE UP
Steve Hall remains positive that his daughter’s killer – or killers – will be found and convicted. 

“We believe we’re in touching distance of a significant breakthrough,” he said in 2016 as he 

offered £50,000 of his own money as a reward.

“Someone may have been wavering over whether to provide information for a long time. This 

amount of money is life-changing and I hope it will provide the incentive for them to do the right 

thing. The loss of Melanie has been life-changing for us and we’ll never be the same people as 

we were before Melanie disappeared.

“Melanie’s murder has had a terrible impact on our family and I know my wife Pat is tortured 

by what happened to our daughter and will never get over it.”

“I believe this inquiry will be solved by one of two things – either through the advancement 

of DNA helping to identify who was responsible, or someone who knows a crucial piece of 

information having the moral fibre to contact the police. I hope by us offering this reward, it’ll 

encourage this person or these people to come forward.”
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THE THRILL-KILLING MANIAC BEHIND THE WORLD’S MOST FAMOUS COLD CASE TOLD 

CALIFORNIA DETECTIVES WHO HE WAS OVER 50 YEARS AGO. THERE WAS JUST ONE PROBLEM: 

HIS CONFESSIONS TOOK THE FORM OF AN IMPENETRABLE CRYPTOGRAPH. NOW A TEAM OF 

INVESTIGATORS THINK THEY MIGHT HAVE CRACKED IT 
WORDS BEN BIGGS

INTERVIEW

Z DIAC CODE 

CRACKED?



L
et’s get everyone up to speed (those who know the 

particulars of the Zodiac Killer case please bear with us). 

In the late 1960s through to the early 1970s California 

was at the whim of a merciless killer. He stalked people in 

isolated spots. A pair of lovers looking to make out in the 

quiet seclusion of a country layby became his first victims. 

David Faraday was executed with a single bullet to the head, 

and his sweetheart Betty Lou Jensen barely had time to exit 

the car and break into a sprint before she was gunned down. 

Several months later on 4 July 1969, a few kilometres away 

from the Lake Herman Road murders, Darlene Ferrin and 

Michael Mageau were attacked in similar circumstances at 

Blue Rock Springs. The killer was more brazen this time, 

pulling alongside them with a torch and shining it into 

the couple’s eyes before pumping five bullets into them, 

walking away, then returning to shoot them each twice more. 

Miraculously Michael survived this coup-de-gras and was 

able to give a physical description of their attacker. 

By the beginning of August Vallejo Police and local 

newspapers had between them received a phone call and 

three letters from someone calling himself ‘the Zodiac’, 

claiming responsibility for the murders and stating that 

there would be more. With each letter came one-third 

of a 408-symbol cryptogram that Zodiac said contained 

his identity. It didn’t – the code was cracked on 8 August, 

revealing a chilling message complete with misspellings and 

gibberish: “I like killing people because it is so much fun it 

is more fun than killing wild game in forrest… I will not give 

you my name because you will try to sloi down or atop my 

collecting of slaves for my afterlife ebeorietemethhpiti”

The cops had a name, a physical description and were able 

to establish form for the killer. Zodiac did not rape or rob 

and Zodiac did not torture. Here was a man who by his own 

admission seemed to revel in the thrill of hunting and killing 

fellow human beings. Or maybe it was as much the chase – 

the press and police attention, the goading of the authorities 

and civilian investigators and daring them to catch him?

Two more attacks followed Blue Rock Springs. The first 

is arguably Zodiac’s most infamous: in broad daylight at 

Lake Berryessa, a tall and stocky man wearing a black hood 

approached a picnicking couple – students Bryan Hartnell 

and Cecelia Shepard. Around his neck was a bib with a 

circular crosshair device drawn onto it. He produced a .45 

calibre pistol and told them he was an escaped convict who 

needed their vehicle and cash. He threw them a length of 

plastic clothesline and told Cecelia to tie Bryan up, before 

he tied Cecelia himself. Then he tucked the gun back into 

his trousers, pulled a large hunting knife from his belt and 

repeatedly stabbed each writhing victim in turn. He walked 

back to Bryan’s car, wrote “Vallejo/12-20-68/7-4-69/Sept 27-

69-6:30/by knife” on the door in black marker and drew the 

same crosshair device next to it. It was as cold as ice.

Zodiac has been linked to the murder of five and the 

attempted murder of another two, but he likely started 

picking off victims long before the Lake Herman Road 

murders. He might even have continued his indiscriminate 

killing after the execution of taxi driver Paul Stine in 

Presidio Heights, San Francisco, two weeks after the Lake 

Beryessa attack. Here though, he could have been caught 

red-handed: teenagers witnessed Paul Stine’s murder and 

immediately reported it. Officer Don Fouke, who was first on 

 I LIKE KILLING PEOPLE BECAUSE IT IS SO 
MUCH FUN IT IS MORE FUN THAN KILLING 

WILD GAME IN FORREST 

THE HUNT 
FOR THE 
ZODIAC 
KILLER
THREE MEN AND 
ONE SERIOUSLY HI-
TEC MACHINE LEAD 
THE NEW ZODIAC 
INVESTIGATION, 
WHICH AIRED ON 
A+E NETWORKS’ 
HISTORY CHANNEL
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SAL LABARBERA 
Retired Los Angeles Police Department 

homicide detective Sal is one of the most 

decorated cops in the US. With over 5,000 

murder investigations under his belt, he 

taught crime scene investigation to both 

new recruits and detectives.

Supercomputer CARMEL can even 

learn a language to help the 

investigators crack the code



the scene, saw a white man who fit the description given by 

the teens two blocks from Stine’s cab walking swiftly away. 

Unfortunately police dispatch had inexplicably told cops to 

look out for a black suspect so Fouke didn’t stop the man. 

In 2017, nearly 50 years after Zodiac’s last confirmed 

murder and ten years after San Francisco Police Department 

reopened the case (it had been effectively closed in 2004), 

something of a dream team of investigators came together 

in an effort to identify Zodiac and reveal its findings on 

the TV show Zodiac Killer: Case Closed?. Former LAPD 

homicide cop Sal LaBarbera and active cold case specialist 

Ken Mains headed up a ‘boots on the ground’ approach with 

some old-fashioned detective work. With thousands of cases 

between them, they came with years of experience of police 

investigation and “with fresh eyes on the case”.  

Real Crime asked the investigators why they chose this 

particular unsolved case rather than any other. “For me,” 

began Sal, “it was the challenge. I’ve worked homicide for 28 

years, been involved with thousands of cases, and just to be 

presented with the opportunity to look at a case that’s been 

unsolved for so many years – one of the country’s most talked 

about unsolved homicide cases – having today’s resources 

and the time now that I’m retired… it’s definitely a challenge. 

One that I wanted to tackle.”

ZODIAC CODE CRACKED?
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KENNETH MAINS 
Ken is a former US marine who has spent the 

last 15 years in law enforcement, including 

stints as an undercover agent for the FBI and 

an undercover narcotics officer. Today Detective 

Mains is a cold case investigator for Lycoming 

County DA Office and is president of the 

American Investigative Society of Cold Cases.  

CARMEL
The hardware behind the codebreaking team 

is a supercomputer capable of “thinking 

like Zodiac”. Programmed by Kevin Knight, 

CARMEL has been fed Zodiac’s cipher and, in 

conjunction with Ken and Sal’s findings, has 

been opening up new parts of Zodiac’s code 

with a view to finally cracking the elusive Z340. 

KEVIN KNIGHT 
Heading the co-team of cryptographers, 

Kevin has been a professor of computer 

science at the University of Southern 

California for more than 25 years. 

He’s an expert on natural language 

processing, machine translation, 

automata theory and decipherment. 



Both men are highly respected among US law 

enforcement agencies, so when Sal and Ken approached 

San Francisco, Riverside and other West Coast police 

departments, they were welcomed in and files were opened. 

“We were able to gain access to evidence that has never been 

seen before,” Sal told us. “We’ll be conducting testing on that 

evidence and – not to give anything away – test it against 

other cases. Importantly, we’re able to feed back so much 

information that we do get in the field to our co-team, which 

significantly helps them.”

Bringing the investigation into the 21st century was 

professor of computer science Kevin Knight, who headed 

a team of codebreakers. This was Ken and Sal’s co-team. 

They had access to some serious hardware in the form of 

CARMEL, a supercomputer with state-of-the-art artificial 

intelligence software that Kevin had put together. It’s a 

frighteningly clever machine with Skynet-style intelligence 

designed to “think like Zodiac”. It’s able to sort through 

millions of permutations to unpick complex code and 

 BRINGING THE INVESTIGATION INTO 
THE 21ST CENTURY IS PROFESSOR OF 
COMPUTER SCIENCE KEVIN KNIGHT, WHO 
HEADS A TEAM OF CODEBREAKERS 

form previously unestablished links between lines in the        

Zodiac ciphers. 

The team fed the facts of the Zodiac case into this 

new tool as well as Ken and Sal’s findings from their new 

investigation. “A lot of the suspects that we’ve looked at,” 

Sal said, “some of them have been looked at by other police 

agencies, but the key fact is that back then a lot of the 

agencies didn’t have the communication that we do now. 

They didn’t exchange information in the way that we do 

nowadays, so Ken and I are able to bring some of these 

people back together and look at some of the evidence that 

may have been overlooked before.” 

Sal and Ken have gone about investigating unsolved 

cases in the same area around the same time, some of which 

are suspected to be Zodiac killings, comparing them to the 

confirmed murders. The murder of teen student Cheri Jo 

Bates on 30 October 1966 is one example, prior to the first 

confirmed Zodiac case. Cheri was studying late that evening 

in the library of Riverside Community College. Her body 

was found the next morning between two derelict buildings 

nearby, beaten and stabbed. The author of letters that were 

sent to the police and press six months after her murder 

claim responsibility, but Riverside police doesn’t believe 

PROFILE OF 
THE KILLER
Height 

Hair

Build 

Weight

DESCRIPTION:
Zodiac craved attention and found the best way to be noticed without giving himself away 

was to send anonymous letters that teased the authorities with details. Police thought his 

odd spelling could mean he wasn’t native to the US, and the fact that most of his murders 

happened on weekends or evenings could indicate he fitted his ‘hobby’ around a day job.

MODUS OPERANDI: 
Victims were selected in secluded spots, in the dark or in places where Zodiac could 

approach with little fear of being caught in the act. His method was borne out of 

practicality more than anything else: Mageau and Ferrin were shot as they sat unwittingly 

in the car, while others, like Hartnell and Shepherd, were lulled into a false sense of 

security by telling them money was his motive and they would come to no harm if they 

complied. Going on the survivors’ descriptions, Zodiac dressed in black and wore a hood. 

He used a torch for his night murders taped to the end of his pistol. He often claimed 

responsibility by phoning the police after a murder, and in the case of Paul Stine took 

souvenirs, including a piece of his bloodied shirt to prove to the cops he was not a hoax.

1.73-1.78m

Mousy brown crew cut

Medium to stocky

77-86kg

INTERVIEW
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Bryan Hartnell survived a Zodiac 
attack and was able to provide 
police with a detailed description



this was Zodiac. The team doesn’t think that Zodiac started 

with the Lake Herman murders, though, and they also don’t 

believe he stopped with Paul Stine. “We’re assuming that 

he stopped killing,” said Sal. “We don’t know, because in his 

last letters he stated that he was going to continue to kill and 

make them look like accidents, or suicides or natural deaths. 

So we’re assuming that Zodiac stopped killing. And we can 

assume that if he did stop killing it was because he was just 

moments away from getting caught after he killed Paul Stine. 

To me, that would be my assumption as to why he stopped, if 

he did indeed stop… but all he had to do was change his MO 

[modus operandi], change his location.”

Both investigators have been naturally cagey about giving 

too much away, but the original tally of 100 suspects has 

been narrowed to just two likely Zodiac killers. “The show 

will reveal several suspects that come and go,” said Sal. “The 

evidence is ever-changing, people’s stock rises and falls as the 

show develops. But I think to this day the case is solvable. 

The technology is out there – there are people still alive 

with information. So… we get close!” Despite filming having 

ended for the programme, the investigation is ongoing, and 

CARMEL is still crunching numbers. “They’ve been doing it 

years before the show started,” said Sal, “and they continue 

to work on these codes. Absolutely – something interesting 

might come out of this yet.”

ROLL CALL OF THE ACCUSED
IT SEEMS THAT ANYONE ALIVE IN CALIFORNIA AT THE TIME HAS 
BEEN A ZODIAC SUSPECT AT SOME POINT – BUT SOME THEORIES 
ARE MORE PLAUSIBLE THAN OTHERS

Arthur Leigh 

Allen
The mud has stuck to Allen over 

the years: he was questioned twice 

in the 60s and 70s after a friend 

told police he had said he wanted 

to kill people. He was identified by 

a Zodiac survivor as the killer in 

1991. He wore a Zodiac-branded 

watch, and police found bloody 

knives in his car, supposedly 

used to slaughter chickens. But 

police found nothing to link Allen 

to the confirmed cases when they 

searched his home. Neither his 

fingerprints nor DNA matched that 

found on Zodiac’s letters.

Jack Tarrance
Dennis Kaufman put forward a 

case ten years ago that his late 

stepfather was the Zodiac killer. 

It gained traction quickly, and 

his story was picked up by the 

Discovery Channel. Kaufman 

revealed photos of his father, 

who bore some resemblance to 

the police composite sketch and 

claimed to have inherited Zodiac’s 

hooded costume and photos of 

victims. Unbelievably, Kaufman 

has also linked Tarrance to the 

Black Dahlia murder in 1947. 

Police dismissed Kaufman’s 

outrageous claims out of hand.

Dennis Rader
Most recently, former detective 

Kimberly McGath pointed the 

finger at the man responsible for 

the notorious BTK (Bind, Torture, 

Kill) murders who was jailed for 

life in 2005. McGath had linked 

the Zodiac and BTK cases for 

years, noting that both killers 

craved attention and wrote letters 

taunting the police. She pointed 

out similarities in the style of 

their writing and turn of phrase, 

particularly the references to “the 

game” and “hunting”. Both killers 

also said they were robbers in 

order to subdue their victims. 

ZODIAC CODE CRACKED?
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Cab driver Paul Stine was the last 

confirmed Zodiac murder – but Sal 

and Ken believe he killed after this

©
 G

e
tt
y 

Im
a
g
e
s;

 T
h
in

k
st

o
c
k

ZODIAC KILLER: CASE 

CLOSED FEATURING 
SAL, KEN AND KEVIN’S 

INVESTIGATION 
LAUNCHED 

EXCLUSIVELY ON 
HISTORY TV ON 22 
NOVEMBER 2017
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DRUGS, ALCOHOL AND AN UNRELENTING DESIRE TO “PUSH 
THE BOUNDARIES OF COMPLETE AND UTTER ABNORMALITY” 
FUELLED RURIK JUTTING’S GRUESOME DOUBLE MURDER OF 

TWO INDONESIAN VICE GIRLS
WORDS TANITA MATTHEWS

PSYCHO 
BANKER
“IF YOU SCREAM I WILL PUNISH YOU”
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RURIK JUTTING

S
miling sweetly in a brick-coloured school uniform 

and with tousled hair, six-year-old Rurik Jutting looks 

positively angelic. But skip ahead 23 years and that 

candid smile is replaced by a menacing grin. The ‘boys’ 

beside him are no longer his school friends, but prison 

officials escorting a murderer from the courthouse where 

a judge will later hand down a sentence for the barbaric 

slayings of two migrant sex workers. Sumarti Ningsih and 

Seneng Mujiasih had been lured to his lavish apartment in 

the heart of Wai Chan, Hong Kong’s red light district. On 

Halloween 2014, while the British banker rambled on about 

a new journey, Mujiasih was stabbed, even by her killer’s own 

admission, by a “fucking psychopath”, intoxicated on cocaine 

and alcohol. Meanwhile Ningsih’s rotting corpse lay metres 

away in a maggot-infested Chanel suitcase. The shocking 

case was relayed to a jury by a series of video clips shot on 

the killer’s phone showing his “depraved” acts, and caught 

the attention of the media worldwide, as the trial exposed 

Hong Kong’s seedy underbelly and the narcissistic expat who 

exploited it in the lap of luxury. 

A Killer Reputation

Parents usually believe their children to be unique and 

special, and Rurik Jutting’s were no different. Even his 

name was that of royalty, belonging to a 9th-century Russian 

prince and translated as ‘special one’ or ‘great one’. Jutting’s 

upbringing was privileged, but in no way spectacularly 

different from that of a number of children. He was born 

in the picturesque suburb of Chertsey, Surrey, in south-east 

England. His father, Graham, was an engineer, while his 

mother, Karen, ran a nursery class. But from a young age, 

Jutting’s sense of self-entitlement defined him.

He grew up affluent and well educated, starting his 

education at prep school, before attending Abberley Hall, a 

boarding school in the heart of Worcestershire’s countryside. 

From there he went to a £34,000-a-year boarding school, 

Winchester College. His classmates dubbed him ‘Killer’ 

after they reversed his name to spell ‘Kirur’ – a chillingly 

foreboding nickname. Pictures from his university days show 

a good-looking, slim young man nearly always surrounded by 

friends and smiling faces. However, Jutting later claimed that 

his teenage years were not all that happy. 

He alleged that while he was at school he was forced to 

perform oral sex on an older boy. In a separate incident he 

claimed to have been sexually assaulted by a female, when 

he was too drunk to fend off her advances. Rumours also 

allegedly circulated that Jutting was in a gay relationship with 

another boy, and at the age of 16, Jutting had intervened 

in his father’s suicide bid. Despite his hardships, he won 

a scholarship to Peterhouse College in Cambridge. When 

his mother congratulated him on his achievement, he was 

offended that she had even considered the possibility that he 

would not have won the opportunity.

At Cambridge he studied history and law. Jutting appeared 

to evoke a mixed reaction from his peers. While some 

regarded him as pleasant and mannerly, others noted his 

arrogance and strange behaviour. After he graduated, Jutting 

went to work for Barclays bank in structured capital markets. 

His somewhat controversial job involved helping 

clients to reduce their taxes on stock dividends with 

international tax rules. He left Barclays in 2010 to 

join Merrill Lynch, a division of the Bank of America, 

which paid Jutting a six-figure salary and multiple 

bonuses for his quick ascension through the ranks.

Jutting was never short of female attention. He 

dated a long-term girlfriend, Sarah Butt, for two 

years. They had met in 2010 when they both worked 

for Barclays, but on a secondment to New York, she 

kissed another man. Although the pair reconciled and 

attempted to work through the betrayal, the trust in 

their relationship was gone and after a few months, 

Jutting called time on their relationship. He also dated 

London-born model and actress Sonya Dyer, aka Sonya 

Milkshake. Years later they parted ways, however, 

Dyer told tabloid newspapers that her ex-boyfriend 

had treated her with nothing but respect. Everyone 

Jutting dated said the same. No one had a bad word 

to say about his temper or his mannerisms. But Jutting 

had a darker side; in his teens he gorged on violent 

pornography and attempted to initiate rough sex in his 

relationships. As a young adult he became addicted to 

sadomasochist pornography, which shaped his fantasies 

and dark desires for submissive partners.  

Just months before he moved to Hong Kong in 

2013, Jutting was in line for a vice president role at 

the bank. But he came under investigation by financial 

watchdogs for violating trading rules. It was at this point that 

psychiatrists deemed his life began to spiral out of control. 

While believing himself brilliant, he received criticism of his 

work and felt that his job was in jeopardy. He admitted that 

he was under a great deal of stress and was drinking three 

quarters of a bottle of vodka every night to help him sleep as 

well consuming large amounts of cocaine. A former girlfriend 

told news outlet Channel 4 that in October that year he had 

tried to kill himself. When he was transferred to a branch in 

Wai Chan, Hong Kong, his vast bank account combined with 

so few friends saw his state of mind plummet.

From Humility To 

Humiliation 

25-year-old Sumarti Ningsih’s life had not been as lavish 

or as ripe with opportunity as Jutting’s. She was from 

Gandrungmangu, a small village in Central Java, Indonesia. 

Married at 17, her husband had left days before their son’s 

birth. At the age of 19 she left the quiet community in 

search of a better life for herself and her family, travelling 

across the South China Sea on a domestic worker’s visa 

to Hong Kong. Back home, her family of six lived on the 

equivalent of £56 a month, earned from labouring days in 

their small rice field. But when Ningsih found work as a 

maid in Hong Kong, she sent them money on a monthly 

basis, sometimes equating to almost £400. 

She returned to Indonesia in 2013 wanting to improve 

her skills but the potential to earn big bucks in Hong Kong 

was too enticing. She promised her father she would be 

returning home at the beginning of November when her 

 HIS CLASSMATES DUBBED HIM ‘KILLER’ AFTER THEY 
REVERSED HIS NAME TO SPELL ‘KIRUR’ – A CHILLINGLY 

FOREBODING NICKNAME 

Merrill Lynch decided to transfer 
Jutting to Hong Kong in 2013, a 
move that expert witnesses would 
later testify was to “get him out 
of the way”

Mujiasih, who also went by 
the name Jesse Lorena, was 
the second victim enticed to 
the psycho banker’s apartment 
by the promise of large sums 
of money, just days after 
Ningsih had been killed

Mujiasih met Jutting at the 

New Makati Pub and Disco, 

a nightclub near to his home, 

between 1.35am and 2.15am 

according to two witnesses
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How is narcissistic personality disorder, which 

Jutting was found to suffer from, defined?

The central core of the disorder is the belief 

that their needs and wants are the only 

ones that matter, and that other people are 

instruments in achieving that, rather than 

people with their own needs and wants. 

Another trait is the need for other people 

to acknowledge their importance, and the 

sense of self-entitlement is terribly important: 

they feel entitled to do what they want to get where they want. 

Having read about the case it’s clear Jutting had a feeling he was 

quite special and unique. Narcissists can also be interpersonally 

exploitative and take advantage of others to achieve their own ends. 

Some say the person lacks empathy, but I don’t think it’s always 

that. When they talk about lacking empathy I think they mean cold 

and callous, particularly because of the sadism of the first killing (in 

Jutting’s case) – he received gratification from inflicting cruelty, but 

you have to recognise suffering to get gratification from it.

How does torture feed the ego of someone with such a disorder?

The central part of narcissism is the feeling that one is omnipotent. 

To torture others makes them feel more powerful.

What factors aid the development complex personality disorders?

Sometimes, in certain circumstances, say if children are 

neglected or abused, then they might develop ways of coping, ie 

make themselves overly self-sufficient. That is a response to an 

adverse environment in combination with aspects of their own 

temperament, but, at the more severe end, we think narcissism is 

more genetic. Most of the people I see are not at the most severe 

end, but I think there’s always a combination of the genetics plus 

the response to an environment. 

With Rurik Jutting, by the time he had killed his victims his 

disorder had “progressed to the most severe end of the spectrum”. 

What’s the thought process of a person in this mental state?

He had killed them, so he wasn’t managing himself or coping. 

He broke down with the help of drugs and alcohol, which have a 

disinhibiting effect and make the whole situation a lot worse. It’s a 

bit like the famous scene in Scarface where Pacino has become a 

monster with his face in the pile of cocaine. People turn to drugs 

and alcohol to try to reinforce a sense of themselves – cocaine is 

notorious for that, to make you feel powerful and omnipotent. 

What kind of treatment might someone with a narcissistic 

personality disorder receive?

Some people can mature out of it, but its mainly about managing 

it with the use of psychological intervention. You might use 

psychodynamic psychotherapy, cognitive behavioural psychotherapy, 

Schema therapy or mentalisation-based therapy. 

AS A PROFESSIONAL WITH EXPERIENCE IN THE 
ASSESSMENT, MANAGEMENT AND TREATMENT OF 
THOSE SUFFERING WITH PERSONALITY DISORDERS, 
DR VAN VELSON EXPLAINS THE INNATE TRAITS OF 
NARCISSISTIC PERSONALITY DISORDER

WHAT DROVE JUTTING TO 
TORTURE AND MURDER?

BIO

Dr Van Velson is a consultant 

psychiatrist at the Personality 

Disorder Medium Security 

Unit in East London. She is 

also a member of the British 

Psychoanalytical Society. She 

did not assess Rurik Jutting.

DR CLEO VAN 
VELSON

The bustling city life was a world away 
from Ningsih’s mundane routine in 
her home village, where job prospects 
are poor and women spend their days 
cleaning, farming, cooking and praying
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visa expired. Back in Hong Kong she gave up working as a 

domestic worker, making her residency there illegal, but she 

stayed to rack up some cash to send home. When or how she 

became a sex worker remains unclear, but she began to hang 

out in bars where girls were “paid to have a good time”. She 

had met Jutting in a hotel room on one occasion before her 

death. He had paid her for sex but she had offered him half 

of his money back if she was allowed to leave early, after 

he became particularly rough. She agreed to meet him on 

25 October once again for an undisclosed amount of money 

for her services. Stressed out by work, Jutting had sought 

solace in sex, drugs and alcohol in Hong Kong. His tastes 

for pushing his sexual boundaries had expanded to searching 

Grindr for gay black men, transsexuals and prostitutes. 

Just days before her death, Ningsih phoned home for the 

last time. She and her parents spoke about work and she 

told them it was going well. She told them that Jutting was 

“haunting her”, that he wanted to “force me to marry him”, 

and that he often wanted to kidnap her or seduce her. At 

around the same time, Jutting quit his job at Merrill Lynch, 

leaving an automated out of office reply on his emails. It 

read: “For urgent inquiries, or indeed any inquiries, please 

contact someone who is not an insane psychopath.” 

Once back in his flat, just days after her first encounter 

with him, the nightmare for Ningsih was captured in a series 

of videos, narrated by Jutting and filmed on his iPhone. 

What started out as an unremarkable homemade sex tape of 

Jutting instructing the woman to use a sex toy turned into 

substantial torture. Overweight, topless and snorting cocaine, 

Jutting’s unstable psyche was the star of the show as the 

clips range from Jutting’s incoherent ramblings, talking about 

films, masturbation, drugs and prostitutes, to frames so gory 

they echo those of a horror film. Except in this case it’s all 

very real, especially to the woman whimpering in pain in the 

background. Over three days Ningsih was raped, tortured and 

brutally beaten by Jutting, who used his fists, belt, sex toys, 

and a pair of pliers to inflict agony on the woman in his flat. 

A number of videos depicted Jutting’s sadistic tendencies. 

He describes how back in the UK he wanted to kidnap 

girls and keep them captive as sex slaves. In one clip he 

describes how he had raped two other sex workers in the past 

during a trip to the Philippines: “She said no but I carried 

on.” He recalled how he had given another sex worker a “big 

tip” to make up for her ordeal. “Other than that I don’t think 

I have physically harmed anyone,” Jutting said. 

At various intervals in Jutting’s homemade horror clips, 

he speaks to his victim in a soft and gentle tone, before 

only moments later threatening and scolding her. In one 

particularly vile video, Jutting calmly and softly speaks to 

Ningsih, who he often calls ‘Alice’: “Do not move. That’s a 

good girl. Don’t you like the fucking fist?” He violently shoves 

his fist into her genitals, telling her: “Good girl. See it’s not 

that bad. It’s better than being beaten, right?” Jutting forced 

Ningsih to eat faeces out of the toilet. He urinated in her 

mouth and when she threw up, he forced her to eat her own 

vomit and take drugs. For three torturous days he subjected 

her to his own sick fantasies. He confessed on camera how 

he “beat her pussy so badly” that she bled. 

On the third day that Jutting held Ningsih captive, his 

trading permit was cancelled by the Securities and Futures 

Commission watchdog in Hong Kong, although it was not 

due to expire until October 2016. On the same day, Jutting 

filmed Ningsih bent over the toilet in his bathroom, licking 

the rim of the bowl with her hands fastened behind her back. 

Jutting had originally wanted to strangle his victim to death 
ABOVE Migrant workers gathered outside the court as Jutting’s trial commenced, campaigning for the families to 

receive compensation for their loss following their daughters’ deaths

RIGHT As well as binging on alcohol 

and energy drinks, the toxicologist 

determined that Jutting was 

“deeply addicted” to cocaine at 

the time he committed murders 

but argued that he “remained in 

control of his actions”
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ABOVE Jutting told police during the interview following his arrest that after he had killed Mujiasih, he 

considered jumping from the balcony of his apartment on the 31st floor of the J Residence

THE SICKENING CONFESSIONS 

MADE BY JUTTING WERE 

PLAYED TO THE JURY AS HE 

SPOKE FRANKLY TO CAMERA 

OF HIS WRONGDOING

LIGHTS,  
CAMERA, 
EXECUTION

“ One of the triggers (for killing Ningsih) 

was when I made her shave her 

eyebrows. That made her less like an 

attractive hooker and more like a thing.”

“ Killing her may have been a kindness, 

living with that would have haunted her.” 

“ I genuinely feel sexually happy after 

the event, even when not under the 

influence of alcohol.”

“ Mum and Dad, don’t blame yourselves, 

there’s nothing you could have done. 

Regular phone calls would not have 

changed the person I am. I think 

genuinely I have a darkness.”

“ Some might see this as the narcissistic 

ramblings of a torturer and a murderer. 

Hopefully someone, somewhere will 

find this vaguely useful… to understand 

basic abnormality. Maybe I should put it 

on my Facebook page.”

The knife Jutting used to kill his victims 
was discovered next t o the body of his 
last victim when police searched his flat
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but instead slashed her throat with a serrated knife over the 

toilet. Death did not come instantly for the mum-of-one and 

Jutting dragged her into the nearby shower where he began 

to saw through her neck, filming it. Speaking to the camera, 

high on between 50 and 60 grams of cocaine, he said: “I 

just killed someone, first person I ever killed, I cut her throat 

in the bathroom… To be precise I cut her throat while she 

was bending over licking a dirty toilet bowl. I treated her as 

a non-person, a sex object and that turned me on.” At one 

point Jutting pans his camera down to where the body of his 

victim lays face down on the floor. “I feel a bit sad because 

she was a good person, but I don’t feel guilty,” he said. 

I Want To Get Out

31-year-old Mujiasih’s background was similar to Ningsih’s. 

She was from Indonesia. Her family in Muna, in the south-

east Sulawesi provenance, depended on her income. She 

too worked as a maid before finding that serving the steady 

stream of egotistical and sexually demanding businessmen 

that visit the strip every year could provide her with a regular 

income. Jutting had dismembered and stuffed his first victim 

into a Chanel suitcase and dumped it out on the balcony 

of his 31st-floor apartment. Thirsty for more unrelenting 

pain, he visited a sex shop and a hardware store for torture 

devices. Just hours later, on another recording, he showed 

off his new torture toys that he planned to use on his next 

victim, a blowtorch and a sex toy wrapped in sandpaper.

Mujiasih told friends she was going to a Halloween 

party. The pair were seen walking off together, presumably 

to Jutting’s home, just a five-minute walk away. At 3.25am 

Mujiasih sent a text to her friend, telling them: “Something 

smells really bad. I want to get out of here.” The smell was 

Ningsih’s rotting corpse, which neighbours told newspapers 

smelled like a “dead animal”. According to Jutting, Mujiasih 

had spotted a gag and a condom and begun to shout. Jutting 

lunged at his victim, grabbing her and threatening to cut 

her throat with a knife he produced from beneath a cushion. 

When Mujiasih continued to struggle, he cut her throat, 

leaving her to bleed out on his living room floor. He made a 

final video before 3am. Signing off, he said: “I imagine this 

will be my last movie,” with the camera showing the body of 

the woman he had killed just moments earlier.

Jutting had snorted enough cocaine to put a regular 

person in a coma and by this point was delusional and 

paranoid. Exhausted, he collapsed onto his balcony before 

standing on the ledge of his apartment and screaming at 

the passersby below. He dropped his blood-covered knife 

to the floor and barricaded himself in his bedroom before 

calling the police to confess, believing them already on their 

way to arrest him. He then phoned his previous employers, 

Merrill Lynch, informing them that he was in trouble and that 

they needed to “protect the reputation of the bank”. Inside 

Jutting’s flat the police found cans of red bull, more than 

60 plastic bags that once contained up to a gram of cocaine 

each and the bodies of the two women. They arrested 

Jutting, who simply handed them his phone, telling them 

that all the evidence they needed was there.

Diminished Responsibility

Jutting attempted to plead guilty to manslaughter on the 

grounds of “diminished responsibility,” but prosecutors 

rejected this plea leaving Jutting to simply plead not guilty 

to murder. He also pleaded guilty to the unlawful burial of 

Jutting admitted that he had spent 
more than £800,000 on drugs and 
prostitutes in the two years before 
his murder charges, splashing 
out on luxury hotel suites for his 
drug-fuelled orgies



ABOVE Jutting’s murder trial 

hit the headlines in 2016 as 

he returned to the high court 

and faced a jury for his crimes 

against his two victims

LEFT The murderer’s lawyers 

have told media outlets how 

their client will apply to serve 

his sentence in Britain as 

opposed to in the maximum-

security Stanley Prison where 

he currently resides
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Ningsih’s body. In Hong Kong the maximum sentence for 

manslaughter is life in prison, whereas murder carries a 

mandatory sentence of life behind bars. 

After his second appearance in court, a hearing at which 

Jutting simply said, “I do”, when asked if he understood 

the charges, the case was adjourned to allow for psychiatric 

reports to be prepared that would deem whether Jutting 

was mentally fit to stand trial. As he left court in the back 

of a van, he was snapped chuckling. The fatter, bearded 

man was almost unrecognisable from the pictures that once 

showed an academic, popular and well-rounded human 

being. Dr Richard Latham was one of four psychologists to 

examine Jutting during his two-week mandatory assessment 

at a maximum-security psychiatric centre on Siu Lam. He 

concluded that Jutting suffered from sexual sadism and 

narcissistic personality disorder, yet he was declared fit 

for trial. The trial date was set for June 2016 after the 

prosecution argued that they would need time to examine 

about 200 pieces of evidence.

Nine jurors were tasked with deciding if the defendant 

was guilty of murder, of whether he had been incapable of 

rational thought as a result of his personality disorders and 

intoxication. Judge Michael Stuart-Moore had warned them 

at the start of the trial that the photo and video evidence 

they were about to see would be “extremely upsetting”. At 

times the trial had to be moved into a private room where 

only the jury were allowed to watch the clips; meanwhile the 

journalists inside the courtroom could only hear the audio. 

As the movies played, Jutting, concealed in a glass box 

and surrounded by four prison guards, stood motionless with 

his eyes cast down. A pathologist testified how Mujiasih 

had defence wounds to her hands from where she had 

desperately tried to fight off her attacker. Pathologist Dr Poon 

Wai Ming said that Mujiasih’s windpipes were “visible from 

the outside” and that it was clear she had “put up a very 

active struggle for her life.” Bruising to her shoulders showed 

she had been pushed to the floor in her attempt to flee. She 

had also been stabbed in her left buttock. 

Dr Latham and Professor Perkins, a psychiatrist at 

Broadmoor Hospital, were the only witnesses in the murder 

trial. None of Jutting’s family members were called to give a 

character reference or evidence. Perkins told the court how 

during the 15 hours he had evaluated Jutting, he had shown 

a rare moment of emotion when talking about his first victim. 

He became tearful when he spoke of her attempts to do 

the best for her family back home. However, such a display 

was a rare occasion. Throughout much of his trial, Jutting 

remained impassive and some journalists remarked how 

he had looked “bored” at his trial. His defence lawyer, Tim 

Owen, QC, argued that just weeks before the murders Jutting 

had told his employers that he was HIV positive as an excuse 

for his large amount of absence from work. Owen added that 

such behaviour showed Jutting was losing his grip on reality.

After careful deliberation, the jury found him guilty of 

murder and he was sentenced to life in prison. The families 

of the victims have called for the death penalty although 

Hong Kong doesn’t support capital punishment. Jutting 

unsuccessfully attempted to gain a transfer to a British 

prison while apparently relishing his notoriety as Hong Kong’s 

worst killer. His narcissism and sense of self-importance, 

even in the face of the pain he has caused the victim’s 

families, is still at the forefront of his mind.

 THEY ARRESTED JUTTING, WHO SIMPLY 
HANDED THEM HIS PHONE, TELLING THEM THAT 
ALL THE EVIDENCE THEY NEEDED WAS THERE 
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Background

The body of 26-year-old Joan Mary Harrison 

was discovered in a derelict lock-up garage 

in Avenham, Preston, on a cold November 

morning. The young mother of two had been 

seen in the centre of Preston on the hunt 

for a late evening tipple at around 10.30pm, 

but two days later a passerby discovered her 

lying face down, partially clothed, with her 

coat and shoes ritually placed over her body 

– a characteristic that would be repeated in 

later murders. 

The sight was a grisly one when Detective 

Superintendant Wilf Brooks of Lancashire 

CID arrived on the scene. Joan had been 

bludgeoned to death and sexually assaulted. 

A deep bite mark on her breast was one of 

just a few clues left for the police by her 

killer: they were able to learn that the man 

responsible had a distinctive gap between 

his front teeth. Joan’s two gold wedding 

rings had been taken as well as other pieces 

of jewellery. It was clear from her injuries 

that the perpetrator was extremely violent, 

capable of one of the most shocking and 

grotesque murders in Preston’s history. 

A team of 80 detectives interviewed 

almost 100,000 people and took more than 

6,000 statements and saliva samples during 

their initial investigation. Blood grouping 

was the only forensic testing available at the 

time. Samples taken from the scene showed 

that the killer had an extremely rare blood 

type. Men with a history of violence who 

matched the blood type were questioned, but 

by July, the investigation had slowed down. 

As the police were unable to point the finger 

of suspicion at any single suspect and they 

had no new leads that would bring about a 

conviction, they feared that the killer had 

successfully vanished. 

Three years later, Joan’s murder would 

become part of something much bigger. The 

Yorkshire Ripper had begun his deadly comb 

through of Manchester’s vulnerable women. 

As they walked alone at night, the Yorkshire 

Ripper would strike, barbarically killing 

them. West Yorkshire Police received a letter 

and a tape from a man claiming to be the 

killer in March 1978: “Up to number eight 

now you say seven but remember Preston 75, 

get about a bit you know.” The author of the 

note was referring to Joan’s murder on that 

frosty November night. 

The police firmly believed that Joan 

could have been the first of the Yorkshire 

Ripper’s victims. Saliva left on the sealant 

of the envelope showed that the author had 

the same rare blood type that police had 

detected in the garage where Harrison’s body 

was found some years earlier. 

The man leading the Ripper enquiry, 

Detective Assistant Chief Constable George 

Oldfield, was convinced that the voice on 

the tape and the author of the note was the 

man who killed Joan. However, as Oldfield 

declared to the media that he believed 

the murders were linked, Detective Chief 

Superintendent Graham Gardner could 

not be so certain, later expressing his 

reservations at the killer’s ‘confession’ that 

the Harrison murder was connected to the 

Yorkshire Ripper. 

The real Yorkshire Ripper, Peter Sutcliffe, 

was arrested in January 1981. Following his 

capture and confession, Sutcliffe denied 

killing Harrison and the messages were 

proved to be from hoaxer John Humble. 

With Sutcliffe and Humble ruled out as 

suspects, the trail once again went cold.

BREAKTHROUGH

Sutcliffe, from Bradford, was jailed for life for 

murdering 13 women and attempting to kill 

seven more in 1981. Although determined to 

catch Joan’s killer, the police were unable to 

provide any breakthroughs in the case for a 

further 29 years. In 2001, police questioned 

a 59-year-old man living in a London hostel 

alleged to have been seen in The Balmoral 

pub on Manchester Road, Avenham, on 

the night Joan died. She had been seen 

drinking there that night too. However, 

he was released without charge. Hoaxer 

Humble was convicted and jailed in 2006 for 

perverting the course of justice.  

New DNA techniques had continued 

to be developed from 1997 onwards, and 

these were applied to Joan’s case to rule 

out potential suspects. In 2010, a number 

B R E A K T H R O U G H

FOR MORE THAN 30 YEARS, A VIOLENT MURDERER HID BEHIND THE CRIMES 
OF ONE OF BRITAIN’S MOST NOTORIOUS SERIAL KILLERS TO EVADE CONVICTION 
FOR HIS OWN HORRIBLE DEED
WORDS TANITA MATTHEWS 
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COVER-UP KILLER’S 
DEATHBED CONFESSION

WHAT  Murder 
WHERE  

Lancashire, UK  
WHEN  20  Nov 1975

The twice-married mother of two 
was making preparations for 
her third wedding when she was 
brutally killed by Smyth
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of different DNA profiles were discovered 

from the evidence left at the scene of 

Joan’s murder, but one particular profile 

stood out when loaded onto the national 

criminal database. It would be the biggest 

breakthrough in the case yet. 

Two years earlier, in Leeds, a man had 

been arrested for a drink-driving offence. 

60-year-old ‘Christopher Smith’ – an 

alias for a criminal whose real name was 

Alexander Smyth – also had a history 

of violence towards women, and this 

behaviour had recurred and intensified 

throughout the 1980s. In 1981, Smyth 

attacked and attempted to rape a 17-year-

old girl, for which he was given two years 

and nine months in prison. The attack bore 

shocking similarities to that of Joan’s. 

Smyth had also killed his first wife, 

stabbing her to death and also ending the 

life of their unborn child during a dispute at 

their home. During his trial, the court had 

been told that Mrs Smyth had attacked him, 

biting him on the nose, at which point he 

grabbed a knife. His defence was successful, 

and in 1984 he received a suspended two-

year prison sentence. 

In 1985, married once again, Smyth 

pushed his second wife through a window. 

She was seven months pregnant at the time. 

Police suspected that having been released 

from a period of imprisonment in 1975 at 

HMP Preston, Smyth went to a local hostel 

that was frequented by Joan, and the two 

met there. Smyth had initially been looked 

at as part of the original investigation into 

Joan’s murder. At the time he was in prison 

for theft, but he was struck from the list 

of suspects because he was not known 

as a violent man then, but instead just as 

a common thief. But now the police had 

proof that he was involved. All they needed 

was the man himself.

Aftermath

Smyth died six days after he was arrested 

for drink driving in 2008. Included in 

the evidence police uncovered from his 

belongings was a three-page confession 

that had been hidden in a drawer. In the 

letter, which was littered with spelling 

mistakes, Smyth wrote: “I would like to put 

the record straight, I can’t go on with the 

guilt I have lived with it for over 20 years.” 

Written the day before he died, Smyth 

expressed remorse for his crimes. Gardner, 

head of crime for Lancashire Constabulary, 

said: “Advances in DNA interpretation over 

the years have finally allowed us to identify 

Smyth as the man at the scene of Joan’s 

murder. That fact, coupled with other 

evidence we have gathered over recent 

months, has been sufficient to convince 

the Crown Prosecution Service that Smyth 

would have been charged with her murder 

had he been alive today.”

A passerby found Joan’s body in 
this disused garage two days after 
she had been viciously murdered

In his three-page confession, 
Smyth asked for God’s forgiveness 
for the sake of his family

“The police firmly believed that Joan  
could have been the first of the Yorkshire 

Ripper’s victims” 

‘Christopher Smith’ wrote in his 
final letter: “I am truly sorry 
for all the pain I have caused to 
anyone. Please believe me when 
I say I am sorry”
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WORDS DAVID HUTT

THE YAKUZA ARE FEARED THROUGHOUT THE WORLD. BUT IT IS THE 
GANG’S KNACK FOR FINANCE AND CORRUPTION, NOT VIOLENCE, 
THAT MAKES THEM SO SUCCESSFUL 

BRIEFING

JAPAN'S INFAMOUS 
YAKUZA FAMILY
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A
t the peak of the Italian Mafia’s control of organised 

crime in the United States, during the 1950s and 1960s, 

there were an estimated 5,000 full-fledged members and 

a few thousand more associates. By comparison, today there 

are an estimated 86,000 members of the Japanese yakuza and 

the numbers are only growing. Their world has long been one 

of mystery and intrigue to outsiders. From the centuries-

old tradition of full-body tattoos to the world of globalised, 

financial capitalism, the yakuza skirt both the old and the 

new, emblematic of a modern-day Japan that is deeply 

traditional yet outwardly ultramodern. 

The word yakuza roughly translates as ‘hooligan’ or 

‘worthless scamp’. In the 1960s, however, the police warned 

against using the term, since they feared it romanticised the 

noble outlaw, and implored people to instead use the term 

boryokudan, meaning ‘violent group’. The yakuza often 

refer to themselves as ninkyo dantai, meaning ‘chivalrous 

organisations’. The history of the yakuza dates back to the 

Edo period, between 1603 and 1863, which saw the rise of 

two groups of itinerant merchants. The first were the tekiya, 

often translated as ‘peddlers’, who travelled the country, 

typically selling low-cost and shoddy goods. Theirs was a 

reputation of deception. The other group was composed 

of the bakuto, roaming gamblers who made their money 

playing traditional Japanese dice games. Both groups were 

considered of low-class, almost outlaws, who did not conform 

to the norms of Edo society. 

However, as the centuries progressed, these two social 

groups began to take on more formal, hierarchical structures. 

The tekiya formed organisations, sometimes recognised 

by the government, with a system of leaders. The bakuto, 

meanwhile, consolidated their position by expanding into the 

loanshark racket in Japan’s illegal gambling houses. The word 

yakuza is believed to have derived from the world of bakuto 

gambling. In Oicho-Kabu, a Japanese card game similar to 

blackjack, the worst possible hand is an eight, a nine and a 

three, which, when expressed phonetically, is ‘ya-ku-za’. 

By the turn of the 20th century, with the rise of industrial 

Japan, these two groups had cemented their positions as 

structured organisations of outlaws and misfits. Then came 

World War II, which threw up the traditions of Japanese 

social hierarchy and created a well-needed black market that 

the nascent criminal groups were only happy to partake in.  

HUMBLE ORIGINS

In 1915, a man named Harukichi Yamaguchi formed an 

organisation that became known as the Yamaguchi-gumi. 

Starting with only 50 members, the group’s main task 

revolved around the ports of Kobe, in southern Japan, 

where they provided dockworkers to different companies, 

effectively making it a loose labour union. However, it 

wasn’t long until their business acumen grew. The rise of the 

Yamaguchi-gumi to become today’s most powerful yakuza 

group began in 1946 when Kazuo Taoka became the third 

kumicho (boss). Known as the ‘godfather of all godfathers’, 

Taoka reigned until 1981 and saw the expansion of the 

criminal organisation from a small, local family network in 

to Japan’s largest. The Yamaguchi-gumi’s operations soon 

expanded to gambling, protection rackets and money lending. 

Members were advised to start legitimate businesses so that 

they could make and launder money. Soon they expanded 

into the construction and loan industries, and found success 

in the entertainment industry, even managing some of Japan’s 

top post-war stars. By doing so, the organisation branched 

out to ensnare prominent businessmen and politicians into 

its clutches. With its power growing, the Yamaguchi-gumi 

soon expanded out of Kobe, armed with the latest weapons 

available on the post-WWII black market. Fierce battles 

for control spread throughout western Japan, and as the 

Yamaguchi-gumi rolled over smaller, local outfits, they 

formed a network of groups affiliated with the organisation.  

Importantly, Taoka also reorganised the structure of the 

organisation, creating a system where underbosses were 

elected and the hierarchy of power cemented. To ensure the 

security of the organisation, in 1962 he divided his underlings 

into two groups: directors of the legal enterprises and 

directors of the fighting groups. The former were forbidden 

from having soldiers, a smart move that not only prevented 

internal power struggles from the more wealthy and powerful 

members but also meant that violence would become the last 

means of actions, preventing trouble from the authorities. 

The changes implemented by Taoka effectively changed 

the Yamaguchi-gumi into a capitalist organisation, bent on 

making money first, but always with the threat of violence. 

At the same time, the two other most powerful yakuza 

groups were consolidating their power. Today, the Sumiyoshi-

kai is the second largest yakuza group in Japan. It began 

operations in the late-19th century when members of the 

bakuto group in Tokyo formed the Sumiyoshi-ikka. In 1958, 

the third leader of the Sumiyoshi-ikka brought together 28 

groups from a number of cities, including the capital, to form 

the Sumiyoshi-kai. Unlike the Yamaguchi-gumi, it operates on 

a conglomerate structure, with a looser chain of command, 

and its leader shares power with other godfathers. While 

both organisations have warred in past decades, in 1996 the 

head of the Yamaguchi-gumi sat down with the head of the 

Sumiyoshi-kai for a glass of sake to mend relations. The 

third most powerful yakuza organisation is the Inagawa-kai, 

based in the Kanto region, which was founded in 1949 as 

the Inagawa-gumi before changing its name in 1972. Though 

smaller than its two rivals, the Inagawa-kai was one of the 

first organisations to expand operations overseas. 

CRIMINAL BUSINESS

 It was only in 1992 that the Japanese government passed the 

first openly anti-yakuza legislation, which attempted to limit 

their activities. Yet no law makes it illegal to be a member of a 

designated criminal organisation. The government recognises 

22 yakuza outfits and ‘regulates’ them, though often this 

simply means legitimising them. The Yamaguchi-gumi’s 

headquarters in Kobe, for example, takes up a two-block 

building. Its newsletter, Yamaguchi-gumi Shinpo, includes 

haiku and advice on angling. The organisation’s corporate 

emblem is known to most Japanese people. 

“The yakuza are not confined to the shadows. They have 

office buildings, business cards, even fan magazines. They 

are heavily involved in construction (including public works 

projects), bid-rigging, real estate, extortion, blackmail, stock 

manipulation, gambling, human trafficking and the sex trade,” 

wrote Jake Adelstein, an American journalist and crime 

writer who lives in Japan. “They often use civilians to front 

their operations, taking out small business loans offered 

 THE YAKUZA ARE NOT CONFINED TO THE 
SHADOWS. THEY HAVE OFFICE BUILDINGS, 
BUSINESS CARDS, EVEN FAN MAGAZINES 

ABOVE Top members of the 

Yamaguchi-gumi attend the 

funeral of their boss, Masahisa 

Takenaka. Taoka’s short-lived 

successor was assassinated by 

the Ichiwa-kai in 1985 after 

less than a year at the head of 

the yakuza organisation
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YAKUZA’S MOST POWERFUL FAMILY

Like any good criminal organisation, 

the yakuza understands how to 

manipulate ordinary people. When the 

tsunami hit Japan in 2011, members 

of the yakuza were first on the scene, 

dispensing food, water and blankets. 

While this is sensible business, keeping 

communities on side, it is also a way 

to give back to the alienated societies 

most members hail from. It is thought 

a third of all yakuza members are of 

Korean descent, a group that still faces 

discrimination in Japanese society. 

Another historically discriminated-

against group are the burakumin, who 

were originally members of the lowest 

social order in feudal Japan, outcast 

because their work was considered 

impure. Although the end of the feudal 

laws came in 1869, the discrimination 

surrounding this caste survives today, 

and as late as the 1980s it was 

estimated that more than 50 per cent 

of yakuza members are burakumin.

YAMAGUCHI-GUMI

Date established: 1915

HQ: Kobe

Members: 23,400

SUMIYOSHI-KAI

Date established: 1958

HQ: Tokyo

Members: 20,000

INAGAWA-KAI

Date established: 1949

HQ: Tokyo

Members: 6,000 

AIZUKOTETSU-KAI

Date established: 1948

HQ: Kyoto

Members: 2,000

THE YAKUZA MIXES FEAR 
WITH CHARITY, REFLECTING  
THE SOCIAL DEPRIVATION 
MOST MEMBERS COME FROM

THE BIG 
FOUR FAMILIES

HONOUR AMONG 
THIEVES?

The yakuza might be engaged in 
the business of stocks and venture 
capitalism, but low-level crime, like 
operating dog fights, continues
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by the Japanese government and defaulting on payment. 

A financial analyst for a major investment bank in Japan 

estimates that 40 percent of all small business loans made 

nationwide went to companies created by the yakuza.” 

The evocation of the ‘common good’ is often the 

justification of the Japanese government. The strength and 

hierarchy of the yakuza prevents open warfare from smaller 

operations, while the profit incentive of legitimate business, 

and outright corruption, means that they do not have to 

engage in low-level crime. “The yakuza tend to be gentler 

than their Italian cousins. In general, they are not involved in 

theft, burglary, armed robbery, or other street crimes. Inter-

yakuza gang wars do break out on a semi-regular basis, but 

rarely do they attack public figures,” Adelstein wrote. 

While stability might be guaranteed, the other side of the 

coin is that the yakuza has its tentacles in almost every area 

of Japanese society, particularly politics. At times this has 

been violent: in 2007, the mayor of Nagasaki was assassinated 

after reportedly trying to prevent the Yamaguchi-gumi from 

winning public works contracts. Yet most of the time the 

relationship between the yakuza and the politicians is cordial.  

But it is in finance where the yakuza dominates. In the 

early 1990s, the Yamaguchi-gumi’s leader, Masaru Takumi, 

set about creating a new breed of ‘economic yakuza’, and he 

told his members that, “From now on, the first thing a yakuza 

needs to do when he gets up in the morning is read the 

business section of the newspaper.” Soon, the organisation 

began investing in venture capital firms, buying up stocks 

and bonds, becoming well-heeled stock-traders who have the 

added benefit of engaging in market manipulation.

The yakuza’s power might have been built on changing 

with the times, but many of its rituals remain distinctly 

traditional. One of the most well-known of these rituals is the 

yubitsume, literally ‘finger shortening’. The tradition began 

among the bakuto in feudal Japan. When a person couldn’t 

pay their debts, the cutting off of a finger, typically the small 

finger, was taken as a repayment. It is also believed to be 

deeply symbolic. Since the person missing his finger cannot 

grip traditional Japanese swords tightly, he thereby has to 

rely on the group for protection. The practice was continued 

into the 20th century by the yakuza as a form of punishment. 

The guilty person lays his hand on a cloth and then, using 

a sharp knife, cuts off a portion of his own finger, usually 

above the top knuckle. The sliced-off finger is then graciously 

offered to the superior as an act of penance. If that person 

commits more offences, more fingers must be offered up. 

The other commonly known ritual of the yakuza is the 

full-body tattoo. While tattooing has a long history in Japan, 

dating as far back as 300 BCE, it was looked down upon 

during the Meiji period as a sign of criminality. Again, like 

the yubitsume, the yakuza’s propensity for full-body tattoos 

originated with the bakuto, who similarly tattooed their 

bodies to show which clan they belonged to. Tradition was 

that when playing cards, members would play bare-chested, 

revealing their affiliation, a tradition that continues today.  

CRIMSON TIDE

In September 2015, something happened that few had 

expected. Thousands of members of the Yamaguchi-gumi 

broke away from the organisation to form a new gang, called 

the Kobe Yamaguchi-gumi, after being expelled for disloyalty. 

An earlier split in 1984 led to years of assassinations, 

bombings and gun fights, and the Japanese tabloids predicted 

there would be “a sea of blood” following 2015’s split. 

In November 2015, Tatsuyuki Hishida, leader of second-

tier Yamaguchi-gumi affiliate group the Aio-kai, based in 

Yokkaichi, was found dead in his home. He had been bound 

and bludgeoned to death with an iron pipe. Then, as 2016 

progressed, the violence intensified. Street brawls, shootings 

and arson attacks spread. At least one murder was linked to 

the conflict. In January and February, the Yamaguchi-gumi 

attacked the breakaway group on the latter’s red-light turf, 

injuring dozens. “There’s no denying that a gang war is taking 

place,” said Taro Kono, Japan’s chairman of the National 

Public Safety Commission, on 4 March. The following day, 

a truck was rammed into an office of the Kobe Yamaguchi-

gumi, while shots were fired into an office in another city. 

What’s more, the division sent shockwaves through the rest 

of the major yakuza organisations, with many having to 

decide which of the new organisations to follow. 

However, the “sea of blood” might be a step too far. The 

yakuza are not as willing to engage in open warfare as much 

as other Mafia groups, as it would risk the stable balance they 

have in the political and business world. Indeed, the yakuza 

has survived when other Mafia groups have failed because 

of this reason. So enmeshed in Japanese society are the 

yakuza that they remain untouchable by the government and 

inseparable from most avenues of life.

 WHEN A PERSON COULDN’T PAY THEIR DEBTS, 
THE CUTTING OFF OF A FINGER, TYPICALLY THE 
SMALL FINGER, WAS TAKEN AS A REPAYMENT 

BRIEFING

The busy red-light district of 

Kabukicho near Shinjuku in the 

centre of Tokyo is controlled by 

the yakuza groups

RIGHT An ex-yakuza shows his 

severed small finger, clutching a 

Bible. This mutilation marks his 

criminal background out to all



SAMURAI SYNDICATE
OYABUN 

The oyabun, or kumicho, is the head of 

the organisation and oversees the entire 

operation. They run it like a family, and the 

death of every oyabun leads to a renewal in 

the outfit.

SAIKO KOMON
Directly below the oyabun is the saiko 

komon, senior adviser, who is chiefly in 

charge of the administrative side of the 

organisation, typically business angles, and 

is rarely involved in violence. 

WAKA GASHIRA
On the forceful side of the 

division, the waka gashira, or 

first lieutenant, is in charge of 

commanding the gangs loyal to 

the organisation. He is the main 

go-between for the organisation 

and the gangs' local bosses. 

SHATEI GASHIRA 
Next to the waka gashira are 

the second lieutenants, shatei 

gashira, who are the local bosses 

of the different gangs affiliated 

with the organisation.

SHINGIIN
Every good business needs good counsel, 

and this law adviser is in charge of making 

sure the legitimate businesses remain 

legitimate, and that the illegitimate 

businesses are not threatened.

KAIKEI
Below the law adviser are the accountants 

who are responsible for managing the flow 

of money. This is either from illegal means 

to areas where it can be laundered, or from 

legitimate means back into the mix. 

KYODAI
The general hierarchy below the organisation's bosses and the local chiefs 

is composed of 'brothers'. The kyodai, or elder brothers, are in charge of 

the actions of the shatei.

SHATEI
The 'younger brothers' are overseen by the kyodai and are often the newer, 

less experienced members of the gangs who do most of the leg-work. 
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YAKUZA’S MOST POWERFUL FAMILY

Kaoru Inoue shows off his tattoos in 
this photo taken in the early 1980s. 
Today, he’s no longer with the gang
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STRANGE CASE

STRANGE CASE!

L
ouis Dethy had lived a deeply traditional 

life in a suburb of the industrial Belgian 

city of Charleroi. A strict Catholic 

conservative, he had built a house with his 

own hands for himself, his wife and their 14 

children. However, this picture of ideal (if 

rather crowded) Belgian family life abruptly 

fell apart in the early 1980s when his wife 

discovered he was embroiled in an extra-

marital affair. She divorced him, taking all 

ten girls and four boys with her and leaving 

Dethy a lonely and bitter man.

For the rest of his life Dethy’s family 

wanted nothing to do with him. He was 

shunned not only by his ex-wife, his 14 

children, and his 37 grandchildren, but even 

by his own mother. While he may have built 

his house himself, the land on which it was 

built had been paid for by his mother, who 

was so angered by Dethy’s adultery that 

she bequeathed the property to one of his 

daughters, Jeanne.

A long legal battle ensued, with Dethy 

ultimately losing the case in 1998 – the court 

ordering Dethy to hand over the house to 

his daughter. But Dethy was not required 

to leave immediately and decided to use his 

long stay of execution productively. He began 

“refurbishing” the house, designing a total 

of 20 deadly traps distributed throughout 

the building, transforming it into a lethal 

gauntlet that even Macauley Culkin would 

think was taking things rather too far.

Dethy’s house had always had a crucifix 

in every room. By 2002, it also had at least 

one 12-bore shotgun in every room, each of 

which could be triggered by moving exactly 

the right (or wrong) object. Dethy had spent 

his entire career working as an engineer 

and was described by Jeanne, his intended 

victim, as “very ingenious”. He had compiled 

a list of cryptic clues, seemingly to remind 

himself of the whereabouts and triggers 

for each trap. Unfortunately for Dethy, but 

fortunately for everyone else in his huge 

family, he hadn’t been quite careful enough.

When police discovered Louis Dethy’s 

body, he had been shot in the face, the 

arteries in his neck severed. At first glance it 

appeared to be a fairly typical, if especially 

grisly, suicide. However, when a detective 

opened a seemingly innocuous wooden 

chest, triggering a shotgun blast that missed 

him by centimetres, it became clear that 

Dethy’s demise was no ordinary suicide.

Police hurriedly, and quite understandably, 

fled the scene, and a military Explosive 

Ordnance Disposal unit was called in to 

deal with a building resembling a terrifying 

hybrid of Home Alone and The Hurt Locker. 

It took these explosive experts three whole 

weeks to decipher Dethy’s list of clues, with 

team leader Luc Bodard admitting, “We have 

never come across anything like it before. 

It was all fiendishly clever. The house was 

booby-trapped from top to bottom. We’ve 

had to take everything apart.”

Perhaps ominously, while Dethy had listed 

20 traps, only 19 were ever found.

“We’ve looked everywhere,” stressed 

Bodard. “He refers to the 20th device in his 

notes, but ... we can only conclude that it 

wasn’t yet in place.”

Ultimately, investigators concluded that 

Dethy’s cause of death had not been suicide, 

and that he had in fact set off one of his own 

traps accidentally. The trap in question was 

#18 on his list and had been triggered by 

moving a soup tureen in a crockery cabinet. 

Police think it most likely that he was 

adjusting the trap having forgotten or failed 

to disarm it. Or perhaps he just fancied a 

drop of soup for supper.

RETIRED ENGINEER FALLS 
VICTIM TO OWN BOOBY-TRAP
BITTER TENANT AND SOON-TO-BE EVICTEE LOUIS DETHY TRANSFORMED HIS HOUSE 

INTO A HOME ALONE-STYLE DEATHTRAP – BUT IT ONLY EVER CLAIMED ONE VICTIM

WHERE PONT-DE-LOUP, BELGIUM WHEN NOVEMBER 2002
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Charles Manson shocked the world when he and his gang of women brutally murdered 

actress Sharon Tate, and 8 other innocent victims. Explore the murderers’ minds  

and visit the scenes of their crimes with Real Crime’s brand new bookazine.

GET INSIDE CHARLES MANSON’S
BLOODTHIRSTY CULT

www.myfavouritemagazines.co.uk
Or get it from selected supermarkets & newsagents

Ordering is easy. Go online at:

ON SALE 

NOW



Or get it from selected supermarkets & newsagents

Ordering is easy. Go online at:

From the makers of Real Crime magazine comes the Real Crime Annual, 

fi lled to the brim with unfl inching details, amazing interviews and unrivalled 

crime-scene illustrations

DELVE INTO THE MINDS OF 
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