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ON THE COVER: Napa Valley’s Newton Vineyard was featured in the November/December 2013 

issue of FLOWER. While the vineyard and gardens have since been destroyed by wildfi res, 

the story remains as a reader favorite from the past 15 years. Photographed by Eric Wolfi nger.
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Love and SDG,

Margot Shaw
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

“For how might ever sweetnesse 
have be knowe to him that never 
tasted bitternesse?”

—“Troilus and Criseyde” by Geoffrey Chaucer 

AS WE DELVE INTO OUR ARCHIVES to commemorate our 
15 years in print (YES, 15!), I am struck by the vicissitudes of 
life in general—and in the life of FLOWER in particular. 

A while back, I visited Napa Valley’s Newton Vineyard. I 
spent the day directing a photo shoot and learning all about the 
genesis and development of one of the most interesting and 
exquisite properties I’ve ever had the good fortune to experi-
ence. We featured the story in our November/December 2013 
issue. Sadly, this Edenic vineyard/garden has since been 
destroyed during the brutal wildfi res of 2020. All the more 
reason to highlight this special place again, this time on the 
cover of our anniversary issue. 

There’s a kind of rich poignancy that I would have missed had 
I not had the opportunity to visit and cover Newton Gardens. I 
would not have been able to appreciate and share its magnifi -
cent beauty and artistry with our readers, of course, but I would 
also not comprehend the magnitude of the devastation wrought 
by the fi res.

Another recent loss I must share is that of a true rock star in 
the landscape of garden photography, Kindra Clineff . Through 
the years, Kindra fi lled the pages of FLOWER with images of 
dreamily evocative gardens. Her point of view somehow always 
yielded an accessibility to the subject while portraying an 
impossibly lush and magical moment in nature. Most of 

Kindra’s photography was accompanied by the words of garden 
writer extraordinaire Tovah Martin, who continues to bless us 
with her superlative stories. Together, Kindra and Tovah 
explored and captured some of the most beautiful gardens we 
have ever featured. Their brilliant partnership is evinced in two 
features in this issue— “Natural Habitat” (page 26) and “En 
Plein Air”(page 54). Kindra’s work also graces the pages of 
“On the Rocks” (page 46). We were unaware of her passing at 
the time of our story selects for this issue—we simply picked the 
best. She was just that good. And though we can never fi ll 
the void we will experience due to Kindra’s absence, we will 
remember her as one of the loveliest and most gifted of artists. 

I’d like to wrap up this missive on a note of deep gratitude for 
you—our readers—for the fi rst 15 years of FLOWER and all the 
joy and wonder we’ve shared. You are the MOST crucial element 
of our success. Thank you.





Julie Durkee PUBLISHER

Jennel O’Brien DIRECTOR OF MARKETING

VOLUME 16, ISSUE 4

For editorial inquiries: 

editorial@fl owermag.com

ADVISORY BOARD

Paula Crockard

Winn Crockard

Gavin Duke

Gay Estes

Katie Baker Lasker

Mary Evelyn McKee

Michael Mundy

Ben Page

Angèle Parlange

Renny Reynolds

Scott Shepherd

Remco van Vliet

Evie Vare

Carleton Varney

Louise Wrinkle

Suzanne Cooper NATIONAL DIRECTOR, HOME FURNISHINGS

Wendy Ellis REGIONAL ACCOUNT MANAGER

Sara D. Taylor REGIONAL ACCOUNT DIRECTOR

ADVERTISING SALES

Silvia Rider GENERAL MANAGER

Patrick Toomey ACCOUNTANT 

Lisa Mitchell SENIOR MANAGER

BUSINESS OFFICE

For sales inquiries: 

sales@fl owermag.com

For change of address and subscription 

inquiries: 877.400.3074 or 

CustomerService@FlowerMag.info

CUSTOMER SERVICE

Margot Shaw FOUNDER/EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Julie Gillis MANAGING EDITOR

Nicole Gerrity Haas ART DIRECTOR

VOLUME 16, ISSUE 4

Missie Neville Crawford

Alice Welsh Doyle

James Farmer

Kirk Reed Forrester

Amanda Smith Fowler

Marion Laff ey Fox

Elaine Griffi  n

Tara Guérard

Sallie Lewis

Frances MacDougall

Robert Martin

Tovah Martin

Cathy Still McGowin

Charlotte Moss

Matthew Robbins

Margaret Zainey Roux 

Frances Schultz

Lydia Somerville

Sybil Sylvester

CONTRIBUTING EDITORS

Karen Carroll

EDITOR-AT-LARGE

DIGITAL

Jason Burnett DIGITAL GENERAL MANAGER

Maren Edwards SOCIAL MEDIA COORDINATOR







Table décor doesn’t have to be 
complicated. For this simple buff et of 
wine, cheese, and fruit, James Farmer 
decorated with potted foxgloves and 
a handful of garden cuttings.

SceneWhat We’ve Got Our Eyes On  
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What’s New
THE LATEST HOME AND 

GARDEN BOOKS

By Julie Gillis

READING LIST Celebrating Home: A Time for Every Season 
by James T. Farmer (Gibbs Smith, August 2022), $50

“Nothing is too insignifi cant to celebrate,” says 
beloved author and interior designer James Farmer. 
In his newest book, James shares his love of 
planning and hosting celebrations at his homes in 
Georgia and North Carolina. His signature style that 
combines classic design with today’s contemporary 
mindset is displayed in every perfectly curated fête. 
As James says, “I hope this book inspires readers to use the good linens, cut some 
camellias from the yard and pull out the heirloom serveware—because setting the table 
for life’s milestones, big and small, makes all the diff erence.”



Scene
WHAT WE’VE GOT  
OUR EYES ON ...
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READING LIST (CONTINUED)

Romancing the Home: Stylish Interiors  
for Modern Living
by Stewart Manger with Jacqueline Terrebonne  

(Rizzoli, September 2022), $50

Since launching his design firm in 2016, Stewart Manger 
has quickly made a name for himself with his bespoke 
interiors. In his first book, he shares his process for 

creating designs 
that seamlessly 
blend old-world and 
contemporary 
elements. Featured 
projects include 
homes in Scotland, 
Mallorca, and the 
Hamptons. A 
foreword by design 
legend Bunny 
Williams offers  
an added treat  
for readers. 

The acclaimed artist, host, and gardener releases 
her second book with a new series of floral 
creations. Using her uniquely whimsical style, 
Cathy Graham designs a variety of table settings 
from casual to formal, each with an abundance of 
blooms. Along with the colorful images of her 
projects, Cathy offers helpful notes on selecting 
and arranging flowers. She even includes labeled 
photos with takeaways on flower species and 
techniques. Both novice and experienced flower 
enthusiasts will find tips and inspiration to make 
any home more colorful.

Cathy B.  
Graham:  
Full Bloom
by Clinton Smith 

(Vendome Press, 

September 2022), 

$45

 

READING LIST (CONTINUED)
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A PERFECT PAIRING
Footwear designer Sarah Flint has teamed up with wallpaper house Gracie 
Studio to launch a limited edition collection of shoes and silk scarves. The line 
connects fashion with interior design as it highlights expert artistry and true 
craftsmanship. “This new collaboration provides a unique slice of two worlds,” 
says Sarah. The collection includes four shoe styles available in two Jacquard 
prints, along with two silk scarves. sarahfl int.com

Wall Art
Schuyler Samperton of Schuyler 
Samperton Textiles has just released 
her new Floriana wallpaper. 
“The design is based on an antique 
French fragment that I found,” says 
Schuyler. “We built out the pattern 
and played around with the colors 
but kept the original craquelure 
eff ect.” With its fanciful fl owers and 
exotic foliage, Floriana captures both 
the wild and romantic. The wallpaper 
is available in fi ve colorways. 
schuylersampertontextiles.com

The Tranquila colorway off ers soft 
color with blush and blue tones.

Garden Party
What better way to welcome friends 
to a summer gathering than with a 
table full of fl owers? Fenwick Fields 
adds to any garden-themed setting 
with its collection of artist-illustrated, 
fl oral prints and linens, all hand-sewn 
in Dallas. An array of designs fi ts any 
occasion from casual to elegant.
fenwickfi elds.com  

Among the 
off erings in the 

Sarah Flint x Gracie 
collection are the 

Perfect Pump 85 x 
Gracie (below) and 

the Sarah Flint x 
Gracie Kano 

Garden Scarf 90.

Brighten up your alfresco setting with the English 
Garden tablecloth by Lisa Henderson Textiles for 
Fenwick Fields.
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Southern 
Hospitality 
on the Hill
AFTER DECORATING HER  

CLIENT’S HISTORIC D.C. 

TOWNHOUSE, ANDREA HOUCK 

HELPS PLAN A SUMMER 

CELEBRATION THAT TAKES CUES 

FROM THE INTERIOR DESIGN AND 

THE GARDENS BEYOND.

By Alice Welsh Doyle  •  Photography by 
Erik Kvalsvik & Stacy Zarin Goldberg

hen lifelong Louisianian 
Bridget Boustany and 
husband Charles moved 
to Washington, D.C., they 

each had their own wishes. Charles 
wanted to be near the Capitol so he 
could bike to work, while Bridget was 
intent on finding a home with enough 
outdoor space to cultivate an urban oasis 
for entertaining. Luckily, both requests 
were fulfilled with a historic townhouse 
boasting front and rear gardens in a 
storied Capitol Hill neighborhood. 

To help her with the interiors, Bridget 
knew she wanted a fellow Southerner 
who would understand her love of 
formality, antiques, and Southern 
hospitality. Her search led to Washington, 
D.C., designer Andrea Houck, originally 
from Morganton, North Carolina.  
“It was design love at first sight,” says  
Bridget. “We both like the same things—
florals, color, and a welcoming Southern 
aesthetic. Adds Andrea, “We had such  
a great working relationship that 

W

The classic D.C. townhouse received  
a front garden makeover, taming the 
wildness to allow for seating.
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developed into a friendship.” 
While respecting the home’s 

history, Andrea wanted the interiors 
to also speak to Bridget’s personal 
preferences. “To some degree, the 
house dictates what you can do in  
a space,” she says. “This home’s 
historical past paired with Bridget’s 

love of antiques instantly imparted a 
sense of formality, but we also wanted 
a little twist that was feminine and 
colorful.” With that in mind, the 
designer conceived a palette defined 
by Bridget’s favorite hues of purples 
and lavender. “Once Andrea showed 
me the embroidered silk floral fabric 

CLOCKWISE FROM LEFT:  Aubriet wallpaper from Designers Guild creates a floral 
explosion in the powder bath. • A Brunschwig & Fils grasscloth softens the dining 
room, while a crystal chandelier adds a glamorous note. • Bridget fell hard for the 
embroidered silk floral fabric from Pierre Frey that set the palette for the interiors.
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CLOCKWISE FROM FAR 
LEFT: Bridget and 
Andrea fluff the floral 
arrangements before 
the guests arrive for 
the garden party. • 
Ursula Gunther of 
fleursDC added a 
surprise among the 
hydrangea blooms by 
including striking 
bicolor anemones. • A 
disparate grouping of 
china and glassware 
comes together on 
matching placemats 
over a linen tablecloth.
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from Pierre Frey with lavender in the 
design, I knew it was perfect for this 
home,” says Bridget. Andrea used the silk 
for the window treatments in the parlor 
and then pulled in complementary colors 
and patterns. To temper the elegant 
fabric, she chose a cut velvet stripe for the 
large ottoman and purple-hued tweed for 
two benches. And for a contemporary 
touch, she added in metallic finishes as 
well as more colorful art. 

While the interior architecture was in 
beautiful condition, the front and back 
garden spaces needed attention. For 
someone hailing from sultry South 
Louisiana, Bridget found the D.C. climate 

especially enjoyable, so an alfresco 
entertaining space was important to  
her. “We have the most beautiful fall  
and spring here, and much of summer  
is temperate as well,” she says. She 
worked with Derek Thomas of Thomas 
Landscapes to add more patio space for 
seating and dining. “We also put in a lot 
of bulbs that I didn’t get to enjoy as 
much back home because we didn’t have 
that cold spell for planting,” Bridget 
says. The garden is rife with tulips, 
daffodils, hellebores, and rubrum lilies, 
as well as evergreens that keep it green 
throughout the seasons. 

To celebrate the last breath of summer, 

Bridget asked Andrea to help her plan a 
backyard party that paired casual and 
formal elements to charming effect.  
The two delighted in pulling together a 
lively garden gathering that included a 
multitude of floral arrangements starting 
at the front door and culminating on the 
back patio. The pair worked with local 
floral talent Ursula Gunther of fleursDC 
for arrangements that stylistically and 
colorfully linked the interiors to the 
outside. “I wanted to incorporate flowers 
that made sense in the house and in  
the garden—nothing too avant-garde  
and wild,” says Ursula. 

Inside, the floral designer employed 



seasonal dahlias from a local Maryland farm, along with 
delphiniums and garden roses from Rose Story Farm in 
California. “I made sure the arrangements echoed each other 
without blending in too much or popping out in a way that 
would distract from the interiors,” she says. 

For the outdoor tables, Andrea presented Ursula with  
an abundance of purple and green hydrangeas from her 
neighbor’s garden. To create an element of surprise, Ursula 
tucked bicolor purple anemones into the hydrangea bunches. 
“Their black eyes and twisting stems brought movement and a 
slightly modern vibe to the hydrangeas,” she says. “I think the 
anemones created a conversation starter when guests sat 
down at the table—an ‘ooh, what is that flower’ moment!”  
Such details were one of many that came together to bring 
Bridget’s vision to life—a laid-back, Southern-style celebration 
smack dab in the bustle of Capitol Hill.  

LEFT: In the back garden, a lush, 
green arbor creates a focal point 
that helps to highlight the patinaed 
brick wall. • Bridget decorated 
cookies to fit with the garden party 
theme of lemonade and flowers.

For more information, see Sources, page 71
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Randy McManus of  
Randy McManus Designs

FOR THE GREENSBORO-BASED FLORAL DESIGNER, BRIGHTLY COLORED BLOOMS RECALL  

CHERISHED CHILDHOOD MEMORIES OF SUMMER DAYS SPENT ON THE FAMILY FARM.

Produced by Margaret Zainey Roux  •  Photography by Aesthetic Images Photography

Inspiration:
Nothings says “summertime” quite like a fistful of wildflowers. 
To capture that carefree vibe, floral designer Randy McManus 
filled a hollowed birch log with a rainbow of blooms and 
branches in various shapes and sizes, creating an organic 
display that is both elegant and enchanting. 

Behind the Scenes
“I have never met a stick in the woods that I didn’t like,” 
laughs Greensboro floral designer Randy McManus as he 
untangles an unruly mass of curly willow. “I am a forager 
and discoverer, and I love digging so deep into the soil  
that I can almost feel its nutrients. I actually feel cleansed 
after getting my hands dirty, whether I am way out in the 

woods or I’m just working in my own backyard garden.” 
Randy, who opened his eponymous flower market and 

design studio in 1978, says that his organic approach to floral 
design stems from his childhood on the family farm in Guilford 
County, North Carolina. He is not formally trained but rather 
self-taught over the course of countless summers spent 
exploring hay fields, plucking wildflowers, and experimenting 
with the different colors, shapes, and textures of his harvest. 

While Randy’s process has matured and his product has 
been refined over the decades, he remains true to his go-with-
the-flow floral philosophy. In fact, his arrangements are so 
natural in form that one might be hard-pressed to label them 
“arrangements” in the first place. “I gravitate toward a looser, 
free-flowing aesthetic,” Randy says. “There is nothing wrong 
with a formal bouquet or a tight mound, but there is beauty in 
the way a crooked flower softly drapes or how a fistful of gnarly 
blooms looks as though it’s still growing from the ground.”

Turn to page 22 for step-by-step instructions.
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STEP-BY-STEP INSTRUCTIONS

STEP 1 Place the glass cylinder vase inside 
the hollow birch log, and add water until 
half full. To establish the height and fl ow 
of the arrangement, insert the tallest 
clippings fi rst, including the hellebores, 
eucalyptus, delphiniums, and clematis.

STEP 3 Tuck zebra grass blades, fern 
fronds, and pitcher plants into the 
arrangement on an angle. Optional: 
Add a few branches of dried pussy willow 
and/or curly willow to one side for a more 
organic, asymmetrical profi le.  

STEP 2 Add weight to the arrangement by 
bringing in garden roses, thistle, Queen 
Anne’s lace, butterfl y weed, hydrangeas, 
pincushion protea, and moonstone roses. 
Optional: For a  brighter arrangement, 
incorporate additional white fl owers such 
as lysimachia and hypericum.  

STEP 4 Turn the arrangement 360 
degrees to check for gaps. Tuck dried 
mushrooms into the natural holes in the 
birch log and affi  x with hot glue.  

1

32 4

“Working with plants and fl owers 
soothes my mind and eases any stresses 

from the outside world.”
—FLORAL DESIGNER RANDY MCMANUS

MATERIALS

  Simple glass 
cylinder vase 

  Hollowed-out 
birch log  

  Hellebores

  Seeded eucalyptus

  Delphiniums

  Clematis 

  Light pink 
garden roses

  Blue thistle

  Queen Anne’s lace

  Orange butterfl y 
weed 

  Antique purple 
hydrangeas

  Pincushion protea

  Moonstone roses

  Zebra grass blades

  Fern fronds

  Dried pitcher plants

  Dried mushrooms

For more information, see Sources, page 71
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Terracotta, 
Tangerine & 

Texture
DESIGNER VIRGINIA MCCARY BRINGS 

DIMENSION TO THESE SUMMER HUES WITH 

THE MUST-HAVE ITEMS OF THE SEASON.

Produced and styled by Missie Neville Crawford
Photography by David Hillegas

1 Paint color, Farrow & Ball Red Earth No.64 (see 
website for pricing), farrow-ball.com  2 Viny Peach
fabric ($119/yard) from Hajare Textiles, hajarie.com
3 English Painted secretary ($3,200) from Henhouse 
Antiques, henhouseantiques.com  4 Paint color,
Farrow & Ball Faded Terracotta No.CC8 (see website 
for pricing), farrow-ball.com  5 Merida Tassel fringe
in Sand (see website for pricing) from Schumacher, 
fschumacher.com  6 24-inch Velvet Turkish Ikat
square pillow ($150) from Paige Albright Orientals, 
paigealbrightorientals.com  7 Dori Sisal rug (starting 
at $49) from Ballard Designs, ballarddesigns.com
8 Moodcast Fragrance Co. candle ($28), moodcast.co
9 Zinnia sun hat ($125) from Sarah Bray Bermuda, 
sarahbraybermuda.com  10 Otomi Pink Sunshine
wallpaper (starting at $507) from The Pattern 
Collective, thepatterncollective.com  11 Orange 
Round Large Lacquered Scalloped tray ($281), from 
Addison Ross, addisonrossusa.com  12 KITTEN 
Old Fashioned Glasses ($52) from Heather Taylor 
Home, heathertaylorhome.com  13 Tommy Chair
in Vintage Gold Check ($299) from Business & 
Pleasure, businessandpleasureco.com  14 Amsha 
Kinango Baskets (small $30, large $56) from 
Tenzo, shoptenzo.com

1

5

3

2

6

4

rowing up, 
Virginia McCary 
was introduced to 
antiques, fi ne 

jewelry, and curiosities by 
her grandmother. She later 
spent time working in the 
fl oral industry and then 
under designer Iris 
Thorpe. In 2016, she 
continued her passion for 
design by opening her own 
fi rm. Virginia’s aesthetic is 
transitional, collected, 
timeless, and inviting. She 

loves introducing antiques into fresh spaces 
and is always up for the thrill of the hunt! 

G
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Natural Habitat
SCREENWRITER MARIA NATION’S LOVE OF THE OUTDOORS  

RESULTED IN A ROUND-THE-CLOCK GARDEN THAT SHE 

GRACIOUSLY SHARES WITH FAMILY AND FRIENDS.

By Tovah Martin  •  Photography by Kindra Clineff

sk Maria Nation about the backstory behind her Berkshires 
garden, and she’ll launch into the history of its many iterations 
before coming to its current moment of splendor. She’ll talk about 
the 20-year evolution that started with the meager foundation 

plantings in place when she first bought the 8-acre property from Wanda 
Toscanini Horowitz (Vladimir Horowitz’s widow). The initial incarnations 
were willy-nilly, fed by the prevalence of perennials purchased from 
neighborhood garden centers. As Maria became more educated about her 
plants, the scene began to evolve into what it is today—a cleaner, more 
architectural configuration of big statements that depends more on large 
swipes with pruning shears and less on fussing around with weeding  
tools. But what really drives Maria’s garden could be distilled into a quick 
explanation: She comes from California.

Why are her roots so important? Because Maria is drawn to the outdoors. 
While most gardeners want to get outside whenever possible, Maria has a 

A

ABOVE: Maria walks Grace Kelly, a rescued 
Haflinger farm horse, down the arborvitae allée 
from the sleeping pavilion. BELOW: Sculpted 
boxwoods surround a bench dedicated to a 
favorite poodle who passed away. 
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compulsion to do so that is of a different breed entirely. “I came to New 
England with the mindset that I would spend all of my time outdoors,”  
she says of her magnetic attraction to nature. And she is continually 
masterminding the means to further that bond. 

Maria frequently invites friends to join her and partner Roberto Flores 
for gatherings in the garden. Even more often, four-legged members of 
the family can be found sprawled out somewhere verdant and lush in the 
landscape. In fact, Maria calls her property Good Dogs Farm, and the 
well-mannered animals all seem to live up to the name. 

While the entire garden bears witness to Maria’s call to the wild, one of 
the first expressions of that penchant was the sleeping pavilion. The 
transplanted Californian had a history of dragging out rugs, a sleeping bag, 
and her dogs at night to slumber under the stars, so it was just a matter of 
time before she built the pavilion at arm’s length from the house. When the 
structure was completed, she realized that a garden was necessary to stitch 
it into the overall landscape. Starting with a double arborvitae that serves 

CLOCKWISE FROM ABOVE: The sleeping pavilion has a 
simple, rustic charm softened by beautiful textiles. •  
A sun-drenched space is punctuated by succulents  
and lounge chairs. • Maria’s focus is on texture and  

form rather than a mix of colors, as seen on a pathway  
surrounded by grass and everygreen plantings.
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ABOVE: Maria enjoys  
preparing meals in 

the outdoor kitchen 
that includes a 

wood-fired oven. 
Tilda, her standard 
poodle, and Dash, 

her Irish water 
spaniel, often keep 

her company. RIGHT: 
A stone terrace is 

furnished with comfy 
chairs and cement 
containers holding 

sansevierias. 
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NIGHT 

MOVES

Maria Nation does 
not think twice 
when describ-
ing the sleeping 
pavilion experience. 
“Womb-like” is the 
word that imme-
diately comes to 
mind. Her favorite 
facet? The night 
music that floats 
into the unwired, 
unplumbed, and 
unheated room. 
“You can hear  
the peepers and 
also the distant 
coyotes,” she says. 

Like many of 
the components at 
Good Dogs Farm, 
the pavilion was 
spontaneously 
designed, or as 
Maria says, “totally 
on the fly.” She 
wanted a summer 
bedroom, found 
some inexpensive 
windows, called a 
carpenter, and had 
an architect friend 
on speed dial. That 
architect designed 
a glass ceiling, and 
Maria says the idea 
was nothing short 
of brilliant. “We 
love to lie awake 
looking at the 
stars.” The antique 
bed is clothed in 
fine European linen 
sheets and draped 
in gauze for added 
mosquito netting; 
candles are lit for 
late-night reading. 
Yes, there are mice, 
and yes, Maria 
sometimes feels 
the wet repercus-
sions of a sudden 
thunderstorm. But 
this nature lover 
wouldn’t have it 
any other way.

as a sort of tunnel of green, Maria created a 
series of outdoor “rooms.”

Strongly influenced by the Provence 
landscape of Nicole de Vésian with its flowing 
series of sheared shrubs tumbling one into 
the next, Good Dogs Farm is a more relaxed 
Berkshires version of that concept using 

clipped shrubs to segment the “rooms.”  As 
time added girth to the spaces, the garden 
became more compartmentalized, including 
an alcove with an umbrella and table waiting 
for Maria to carry her computer outdoors and 
plunge into a screenplay alfresco. That niche 
sits beside what Maria calls her “garagerie,” 



a formerly lackluster garage that gained an addition and 
windows to support overwintering container plants while also 
housing a dream-worthy guest bed and bath. 

When company comes during the growing season (and 
beyond), the gathering place of choice is invariably around the 
outside wood-fired oven. Maria hired local stone mason Mark 
Mendel to build the structure on a pea-stone terrace and then 
surrounded it with yew. Friends and neighbors especially 
enjoy the leisurely meals that Maria hosts in the cozy space. 
“Lunch will sometimes last until 9 p.m.,” she laughs. 

Most recently, Maria added a succulent garden with some 
cuttings from her California-based sister. As the cuttings 
grew, they needed a place to be staged, prompting the sunny 
garden overlooking the horse/donkey pastures and the 
Housatonic River. Elsewhere, a modest alcove is tucked into 
the vegetable/dahlia garden, providing a place to enjoy the 
freshly-harvested produce. Immediately off the back porch, 
a terrace extends the floor plan with seating, container 
plants, and often a snoozing dog or two. Indeed, every space 
at Good Dogs Farm embraces nature’s talent for being an 
incredible host. As for Maria, she’ll be somewhere out there, 
soaking up the ambiance and sharing it with others.  

OPPOSITE, CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: The “garagerie”  
serves as a cozy guest cottage. • A stapeliad blooms among 
Maria’s succulent collection. • Hostas and Chelone cluster 
around the screened dining porch. THIS PAGE, ABOVE: In front 
of the barn, a variegated Aralia elata forms a canopy above a 
clipped hedge and various shrubs.





15th Anniversary
READERS’ FAVORITES

FLORALS
Atlanta fl oral designer 

Amy Osaba created this 
asymmetrical arrangement 
in an antique epergne for 
a FLOWER photo shoot 
back in the day. While 
the loose, garden-like 
composition is now 

all the rage, Amy was 
early to the party.
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Celebrating the Past
STEP BACK IN TIME WITH THIS ROUNDUP OF 

READERS’ FAVORITES OVER THE YEARS. 

By Margot Shaw
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ENTERTAINING
Event and interior 
designer Rebecca 

Gardner of Houses & 
Parties enchanted 

FLOWER readers with 
her chic, chinoiserie-

themed dinner party in 
Savannah. The whimsical 

evening included 
thematic elements such 

as Schumacher 
chinoiserie fabric for the 

tablecloth, as well as 
orchids, Chinese lanterns, 

and chopsticks.
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CLOCKWISE FROM ABOVE: Interior designer Ashley Whittaker added bold color 
choices to this inviting, adroitly curated dining room. Christopher Spitzmiller 
lamps in white offer a dramatic contrast to the aubergine lacquered walls while 
also contributing a sense of sculpture to the tableau. Ashley’s clever floral 
picks of peachy dahlias, cream anemones, and green viburnum blend but don’t 
shout. • Birmingham interior designer Mary Evelyn McKee graced our Brierfield 
Farmhouse/Showhouse with her talents. Her anchor fabric was this stylized 
botanical print from Nina Campbell for Osborne & Little, and it felt just right for 
a FLOWER house in the country. The shrimp-colored, raffia-wrapped coffee 
table came from the Charlotte Moss Collection for Century Furniture. • 
Dallas-based interior designer Cathy Kincaid conceived a small, cozy dining 
room that featured a warm cream palette and soft brown wood. She included 
clever nods to architectural elements with chairs that recap the gothic shape 
of the windows and an upside-down Doric column used as a table base. Cathy 
added floral elements through a grid of botanical prints, along with floral fabric 
on the windows.

INSPIRING INTERIORS  
OVER THE YEARS
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CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: Stylist 
Amanda Smith Fowler fashioned a 
bountiful fall table using a palette of 
purples, ambers, and ochres and then 
brought in more texture and colors in the 
fruit and flowers. The ochre faux marbre 
salad plate, dinner plate, and tray are 
standout pieces from Casa Gusto. 
Amanda kept the theme light with the 
whimsical “Frog and Snail” salt and 
pepper cellars from Scully & Scully. • The 
icy blues, whites, and silver of this “Wintry 
Mix” table setting make us shiver, but in a 
good way. Amanda pulled from her own 
cache of silver, but similar repoussé 
pieces can be found at Replacements, 
Ltd. Leontine Linens added to the cool 
crispness with the blue Max embroidery 
monogram dinner napkins and Donald 
appliqué border place mats. • Charlotte- 
based designer MA Allen is not afraid of 
color or pattern. Here, she used both in a 
special Sunday luncheon table featuring a 
plate from her collection of James Kent 
Dubarry and graphic screen-printed linens 
from d’Ascoli. 

TIMELESS TABLESCAPES
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GARDENS
Our feature on Newton Vineyard in Napa Valley 
off ered plenty of eye candy with images of the 

hybrid French-English gardens. We are still in awe of 
the corkscrew topiaries and clipped cypress trees. 

The owner, the late Peter Newton, created the 
vineyard with a thoughtful, sustainable mission that 
included this parterre placed over the chardonnay 

cavern to keep it insulated and cool. While the 
property was destroyed in the wildfi res of 2020, its 

legacy stays alive in the archives of FLOWER.  

See more favorites from the past 15 years, plus a new, celebratory arrangement how-to from New Orleans designer 
Stephen Sonnier and a summer birthday celebration from James Farmer’s new book at fl owermag.com/15/.



A
PLANNED 

JUNGLE
Renny Reynolds uses his innate artistic 

talents to create a tousled South Florida 
garden full of worldly infl uences.

By MARION LAFFEY FOX  Photography by MONICA BUCK
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 Garden and event designer Renny Reynolds affectionately 
describes his Florida property as a cross section of 
Marrakesh, San Miguel, and Udaipur. The landscape 

appears like a tropical tousle of greenery and flowers vying for 
attention from pedestrians who can’t resist peering over the 
wall. A closer look reveals an artistic, Indian-inspired entry with 
intricately carved doors and ornate, mahogany-stained columns. 
A riot of magenta bougainvillea drapes along a pergola above 

pots of assorted flowers while three large bronze bells dangle 
from a wall. And all of this is before you even walk through the 
home and step into the backyard garden.

Here in charming, sometimes quirky Lake Worth, which 
Renny calls “a little Greenwich Village,” the designer is 
minutes away from West Palm Beach. “I love it here,” he  
says. “This town has strong historic ties and is filled with  
many full-time residents who are artists, writers, and caterers 

PREVIOUS PAGES: Stepping-stone pavers laid 
in spongy grass lead to the garden entry 
enlivened by orange-and-white canvas 
portières. THESE PAGES, LEFT: Renny found 
the front doors on a buying trip to India. 
OPPOSITE: The pool area is distinguished by 
haughty frog sculptures holding Balinese 
parasols from The Kennedy Center’s opening 
night of “The King and I.”

“When the wind  
is blowing here,  

it is so noisy  
with all varieties  

of palm fronds  
and vegetation 

clacking together. 
It sounds like a 

living percussion 
orchestra.”
—RENNY REYNOLDS
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GET TO KNOW RENNY
While his newest property chronicles a glamorous, 
South Florida life, Renny likes to also acknowledge his 
Missouri roots. “I’m from St. Louis. You don’t get more 
Midwestern than that!” he says. Following his degree in 
landscape from the University of Wisconsin, Madison, 
he toured the world as a travel guide for the firm Intrav.

The combination of a solid education and close-up 
study of other countries ensured that Renny’s sense of 
wonder would never diminish. That was evident when 
he moved to Manhattan and opened a small plant and 
garden shop in Greenwich Village. It radiated palpable 
panache that created an instant buzz.  

In no time, Renny was dreaming up events for 
venues across the country, including The White House, 
The Metropolitan Museum of Art, and Rockefeller 

Center, as well as private and corporate venues such 
as the presentation party for Opium perfume he 
staged for Yves St. Laurent and the “Manet and the 
Sea” opening he did for the Philadelphia Museum of 
Art. “At the latter, we used turquoise moiré table-
cloths and mauve barnacles with lighted orchids,” 
Renny says. “It was magical and one of my favorite 
parties I ever did.”   

The designer is also known for the spectacular 
100-acre Hortulus Farm in Bucks County, Pennsylvania, 
that he owned with his late partner, garden journalist 
and author Jack Staub. Featuring 24 gardens, the 
property is now part of a foundation dedicated to 
preserving its past while serving as a place of respite 
and education for visitors from across the globe. 

LEFT AND ABOVE: Burnished wood columns 
and a pergola lined with Italian flag holders 
support a tangle of bright bougainvillea. 
Bronze bells hanging near the entry beckon 
guests to announce their arrival. OPPOSITE: 
The path leading to Renny’s freestanding 
suite is a bonanza of potted tropical plants 
that thrive in semi-shade. It is also a cool 
play spot for his beloved menagerie of 
rescue dogs—13-year old Bandit, Wheaton 
mix Sadie, and beagle mix Parker.
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with lots of kids and pets. It feels like a small town.”
Renny explains that his home is actually a compound of four 

buildings built in 1965. The previous owners painted it “Pepto 
Bismol pink,” which was one of the first things to go when he 
moved in with his three rescue dogs. “Later, I focused on the 

garden around the pool,” he says. “It was kind of a wreck, but I 
could see its potential.”

That vision turned into what can best be described as a 
planned jungle. Stately palms and sea grape trees surround  
the pool, along with an array of exotic orchids and potted 
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blooms. Two oversized stone frogs holding golden fringed 
parasols from Bali keep watch over the scene. Several seating 
areas of vintage wicker, decorative iron daybeds, and furniture 
pieces upholstered in bright colors dot the garden, while candle 
lanterns and tin starlights stand ready to illuminate the space 
come nightfall. 

Along a path near Renny’s freestanding bedroom, bath, and 
office structure, an all-white garden features a pristine Indian 

marble fountain. Beyond, colorful beds of tropical blooms 
enliven the greenness of adjacent Lake Worth Beach Golf Club. 
An open-air pavilion provides sophisticated cover for the 
frequent outdoor parties the designer loves to orchestrate.  

Overall, Renny’s “planned jungle” illustrates the fact that  
his imagination knows no bounds. His exotic inspirations and 
prodigious plantsmanship combine with his signature non- 
chalance to create a visual mélange that delights all who enter.  



OPPOSITE: Renny prepares tabletop décor in the pavilion he built from a kit. He especially enjoys mixing dinnerware with lively 
napkin rings and textiles from all over the world. ABOVE: A fi ligreed lantern found at a Palm Beach designer’s yard sale hangs 
above a farm table Renny got from a friend. Guests of Renny’s outdoor gatherings enjoy lush, sweeping views of the golf course.



A water-lapped Newport retreat continues 
a family legacy of gracious entertaining. 

By MARION LAFFEY FOX   MARION LAFFEY FOX  Photography by KINDRA CLINEFFKINDRA CLINEFF

On the Rocks
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PREVIOUS PAGES: Water 
views from the Hamiltons’ 

Newport home are best 
enjoyed from Adirondack 

chairs perched on the edge 
of the property. THIS PAGE, 

ABOVE: Near the house, a 
teak coffee table and 

Sutherlands sofa covered in 
high-performance fabric 

create an inviting setting for  
cocktails. The exuberant 
bronze sculpture called 
”Embrace of Life” was 
created by Anne Mimi 

Sammis. RIGHT: Granite slab 
stairs lead to the pool area 

just above the ocean. 
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 WHEN MATT HAMILTON WAS 
growing up in Philadelphia,  
he spent idyllic summers in 

Newport, Rhode Island, with his family 
and a revolving door of guests. With such 
wonderful memories of those carefree 
years, Matt couldn’t wait for his own 
children to have those same experiences. 
“I have been coming to Newport for 67 
years,” he says. “My wife Anne and I are 
the third generation that has spent 
summers in Newport. All four of our sons 
have places here, and our daughter and 
family live on the island full time.” 

In the early years of their marriage, 
Matt and Anne vacationed in different 
places on his parents’ property. But when 
a friend mentioned that the home 
abutting Hammersmith Farm, where 

The collaboration of homeowners and designers resulted in a refined melding of land and sea, house and pool that wordlessly 
underscores the Hamiltons’ respect for this fragile coast, as well as the team’s determination to preserve it.

“At first I wanted a formal  
garden, but Doug Hoerr  

reminded me that the ocean  
is my garden.”

—ANNE HAMILTON
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Alfresco with Anne
“Never be too timid to use fine china and crystal 
outside,” says Anne Hamilton. “The natural beauty of 
the outdoors perfectly plays host to a sophisticated 
celebration.” For this gathering, Anne’s tabletop  
décor included dinnerware by Robert Haviland &  
C. Parlon paired with delicate Fern stemware by 
William Yeoward. Napkins with a periwinkle border 
complement the blues of the seat cushions, fitting for 
this maritime locale. She arranged simple ranunculus, 
seeded eucalyptus, and cosmos in Yeoward vases to 
complete the setting.

Anne also suggests making the most of your 
entertaining efforts with back-to-back parties. While 
she and Matt hosted 10 friends for the Saturday 
evening dinner party, Anne then followed up with a 
Sunday brunch for her Newport girl pals. As she 
explains, once you are in hosting mode, it’s easy to 
tack on the second gathering. For Anne and Matt, 
that mindset extends all summer through Labor Day. 
“Early September is one of the best times of year in 
New England,” Anne says. “The soft breezes make it ideal to continue our outdoor gatherings.”

See more from the Sunday brunch that Anne hosted for her Newport friends (plus the recipe for the 
tomato pie she served) at flowermag.com/annehamilton.

OPPOSITE: Anne created low-lying, lush arrangements of ranunculus, seeded eucalyptus, and cosmos to allow for easy conversation 
over the centerpieces. Narrow table lamps bring in some height at either end of the table. THIS PAGE, ABOVE LEFT TO RIGHT:  
Matt Hamilton raises a glass to welcome dinner guests. • The soft, pink-infused sunsets of New England add to the ambiance of  
late afternoon gatherings.
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“We created something that our  
children love to enjoy with their own  

children. We all look forward to  
spending time here together.”

—ANNE HAMILTON

Jackie Kennedy spent much of her 
childhood, might be for sale, the couple 
took notice. “We always wanted a house 
on the water,” says Matt. “I had passed 
this one a million times on my boat and 

never paid much attention to it. But when 
Anne and I took an intentional look at it, 
we agreed it was special. It has the best 
views in Newport, including the Newport 
Bridge, Jamestown, and historic Fort 

Adams.” The Hamiltons bought the 
property the next day and aptly named it 
“On the Rocks.”

As the couple spent the next few years 
entertaining friends and hosting various 
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benefits for favorite local nonprofits— 
including Newport Hospital; Newport 
Historical Society; Boys and Girls Clubs 
of Newport County; and The Newport 
Show, an antiques show that Anne 

founded and has run for the last 15 
years—they realized their existing 
outdoor gathering spaces needed an 
overhaul that would better accommodate 
large groups. They also wanted to 

upgrade the recreational facilities for 
their children and grandchildren to enjoy. 
To tackle the project, Matt and Anne 
contacted Hoerr Schaudt, a Chicago- 
based architectural landscape firm 
whose work they admired. “Then, 
because we believe in supporting local 
businesses, we hired Middletown 
builder Kirby Perkins, who I had known 
when we were kids,” says Matt.  

This dream team began by reconfigur-
ing the terrace to make it more user-
friendly with the addition of spacious 
cooking, dining, and sitting areas around 
two matching fireplaces. A long pergola 
covers part of the space, providing a sense 
of separation and a bit of shade. “It 
becomes an additional house with no 
walls that has a modern feel,” says  
Nick Fobes of Hoerr Schaudt. With 
permission from the Coastal Resources 
Management Council, the design 
professionals also refashioned the 
outdated heart-shaped pool into a sleek, 
heated infinity pool whose color is 
compatible with the bay. The surround-
ing landscape is appropriately embraced 
by hundreds of native white hydrangeas, 
lilacs, and waving ornamental grasses. 

“This project could not have worked 
out more perfectly,” says Anne. “At first I 
thought I wanted a formal garden, but 
Doug Hoerr reminded me that the ocean 
is my garden.” 

Now she finds herself taking in the 
view every chance she gets. As she says, 
“We use the space much more than we 
ever imagined.”  

The subtly nuanced sitting and 
dining areas perfectly welcome 

large groups of friends or 
intimate gatherings of family. 

For more information, see Sources, page 71



THIS PAGE: At one of the garden entrances, 
Debby is beginning to train ‘Constance Spry’ 
roses to embrace an arch. She added alliums 
to create height among the low-lying 
plantings surrounding the arch. OPPOSITE:

The blossoms on the Japanese lilac tree help 
soften the formality of the Joneses’ Greek 
Revival house. 
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En Plein Air
Artist Debby Crane Jones’s proudest moments happen when  
she shares her outdoor canvas with fellow gardeners. 
By TOVAH MARTIN  Photography by KINDRA CLINEFF

The Jones family had a running joke. Every time Debby and Bart Jones drove by the 
imposing house with its massive columns and “look at me” dimensions, they would turn 
around and say to their three sons, “This is the house we were really meant to live in.” The 
Joneses were weekending in a modest saltbox just down the street in the Connecticut 
neighborhood, and they really had no intention of buying the dramatic white house 
when it came on the market in 1997. But when the “For Sale” sign lingered for three 
years, they couldn’t figure out why it hadn’t sold. 

The family decided to satisfy their curiosity by making an appointment to tour the 
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home. They quickly discovered that not 
only were new roofs needed on all 
buildings, but a tornado had damaged 
most of the trees on the site. Undaunted, 
the Joneses decided to dive into the  
deal, and suddenly they were full-time 
residents of the town of Cornwall 
Bridge—with a whole lot of projects  
on their plate.

As an abstract artist, Debby is well-
versed in working with blank canvases. 
However, that’s not what she was given 
with the family’s newly adopted 23 acres. 
What remained after the storm was “a 
total chaos of stumps,” so Debby was 
faced with a different dilemma. “My 
challenge was to gain control,” she says. 
The artist found the solution by leaning 
into her comfort zone. “When I paint, I 
usually search for order by establishing a 
grid, so I wanted to do something similar 
with the garden,” she says. While the 
network of remaining stumps made 
establishing a true grid impossible, she 
worked a “hybrid” solution. The result is a 
masterpiece of a completely different type.

As she navigated around the stumps, 
Debby designed a series of circuitous 
pathways that beckon discovery in the 
labyrinth-like space. To create some 
cohesion, she provided repetition when 
possible. Starting with the parade of 
crabapples that form an allée leading  
into the further field, she used geometric 
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OPPOSITE, CLOCKWISE FROM TOP: The arborvitae hedge protects  
plantings from cold winter winds. • The rustic birdhouse was found  
at a yard sale. • Debby gave Bartzella Itoh peonies to husband Bart  
for their anniversary. THIS PAGE, ABOVE AND BELOW: Debby’s love for 
fragrant dianthus is evident in the border beside the Akebia arch. RIGHT: 
The fountain combines local stone with weathered, wooden beams. 
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A Welcoming Place
When Debby Crane Jones’s Labrador retriever 
sheds, Debby knows just what to do with the fur. It 
goes outdoors with the hopes that birds might take 
notice. “It definitely disappears, and I like that I 
later find it woven into nests,” she says. But she 
goes even further. Debby is a knitter, and she often 
hangs 6-inch lengths of wool from tree branches as 
offerings for nesting birds. Although Debby doesn’t 
feed the birds in summer due to the prevalence of 
black bears in the neighborhood, her sons have 
crafted birdhouses for the comfort of incoming 
winged guests. In addition, a shallow birdbath has 
been fitted with a bridge-like stick so insects can 
drink. Husband Bart also continues the family’s 
organic initiatives as a beekeeper. And every 
creature benefits from the water music of the 
fountain that trickles from a stone-and-timber wall. 
It’s all part of the invitation the Jones family 
extends to anyone who might come and alight, 
whether creature or human.
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shapes as touchstones. Within the 
garden, a series of boxwood orbs serve  
a similar purpose. “They dissolve the 
chaos by holding the garden together,” 
Debby says. And beyond the boxwoods, 
she incorporated plenty of vibrant 
color—a subject she intimately knows 
through her artwork.

In a sense, Debby “paints” the garden 
with flowers, but she does approach her 
artistry a little differently when working 
with nature. “The garden allows me to be 
bolder,” she says. “I don’t have to control 
myself as much as I do when painting a 
canvas.”  That boldness is evident in the 
rotating rainbow of blooms, including 

tulips, geums, dianthus, and peonies. 
Spring begins with blushing pinks and 
later gains hotter “circus” colors, while 
greens offer quiet moments between 
color bursts. And sometimes seedheads, 
such as allium blossoms, create lingering 
shapes long after their glory days. To 
compliment those shapes, Debby adds 
creative accents, such as the woven  
willow wreaths used to support and  
corral plants.

For Debby, her garden is a gift she 
loves to share with others, so she often 
opens it up for tours. She also sees it as a 
place of comfort and peace for those who 
might want to spend time in the multi- 
dimensional habitat she has forged. 
Rock benches and metal chairs punctuate 
the landscape, serving as “little places to 
sit and contemplate.” And nothing thrills 
her more than hearing guests apply the 
cherished “magical” word to her garden, 
which is a common occurrence. Just as 
Debby’s art often reaches out and creates 
cohesion among those who view it, this 
place speaks a universal language of 
wonder to all who visit.  

OPPOSITE, TOP TO 
BOTTOM: The chandelier 

in the rustic gazebo 
provides a whimsical 

juxtaposition in the 
garden. • A climbing 

hydrangea tucks into a 
corner of the barn. THIS 

PAGE, RIGHT: A frog pond 
surrounded by plants 

marks the garden’s 
center. BELOW, LEFT TO 

RIGHT: Debby and Bart’s  
son Stuart crafted a 

sculpture that serves as a  
garden table. • Dianthus 
‘Coconut Surprise’ emits 

an enticing aroma. 
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TO TOWN FROM COUNTRY
Nashville-based designer Blaire Murfree helps  

a client downsize, blending the comforts of her former home  

with a vibrant new look that fits its city location.

By KIRK REED FORRESTER  Photography by DAVID HILLEGAS
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 W HEN BLAIRE MURFREE  
got a call from a client asking 
her to help downsize from a 
large country estate southwest 

of Nashville to a townhouse in nearby 
Belle Meade, the designer knew it would 
be an exciting challenge. “My client’s 
previous house was a beautiful Georgian 
home with a lot of history, old architec-
tural bones, and rooms that were huge in 
scale,” says Blaire. “She entertained 
often and had a lot of family pieces she 
wanted to preserve. My goal was to make 
this relatively new, smaller home look 
like it has some history and gravitas 
while also feeling fresh.” 

Given that the owner has four sets of 
china and five sets of silver, the first item 

PREVIOUS PAGES, LEFT TO RIGHT: In the foyer, 
an antique mirrored wall creates a sense of 
glamour as it reflects the black-and-white 
tile, a tiger-print ottoman, and a lantern 
from Scott Antiques Market. • Dahlias, 
peonies, and roses echo the hues of the 
loveseat and the Estelle glassware in the 
sunroom. Pillows in a chevron Brunschwig  
& Fils fabric continue the color scheme. 
THESE PAGES, ABOVE AND RIGHT: The 
designer stands in the guest bedroom next 
to an antique chair covered in Lee Jofa’s 
“Hollyhock.” • Over the living room mantel, 
wood and brass candlestick lamps with 
green glass globes evoke old-world  
grandeur, tempered by a palate-cleansing 
abstract painting. 
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“My goal was to make this relatively 
new home look like it has some history 

and gravitas while also feeling fresh.”
—BLAIRE MURFREE
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on the agenda was maximizing storage. Blaire 
decided to open up the original butler’s pantry 
and laundry room in order to expand the 
sunroom, adding storage to the enlarged room 
while also increasing space for entertaining.  
New millwork and hardwood flooring elevate  
the sophistication quotient throughout the 
home. As for the collection of antiques, Blaire 
says, “We used as many of my client’s pieces as 
we could but often gave them a refreshed look.  
For example, old lamps got new shades, and 
furniture was reupholstered.”

In the foyer, Blaire wanted to capture some of 
the grandeur from the owner’s previous entry, so 
she installed black-and-white floor tile and then 
covered the back wall in antiqued mirror to help 
amplify the space. A leopard-print ottoman 
brings an edgy accent. 

Throughout the design process, the designer 
used art to make a statement and sometimes bring 
a sense of balance. For example, in the living room 
nook, an oversized architectural photograph takes 
center stage while also creating chemistry with 
the surrounding furniture. Over the mantel, an 
abstract painting acts as a palate cleanser to the 
antique Chippendale sofas. And rather than 
scattering family pictures throughout the house, 
Blaire opted for a high-impact portrait gallery 
to anchor the stairwell. Set against a white 
background, the colorful images seem to come to 

OPPOSITE: A large architectural photograph by David 
Burdeny, an eye-catching Bunny Williams table, and a chair 
trimmed in George Spencer bullion add a dose of drama to 
the cozy nook in the living room. THIS PAGE, ABOVE: 
Enveloped in Gracie wallpaper and centered around a 
custom Italian chandelier, the dining room feels luxe, 
especially when the table is set and the room is full of 
dahlias and roses. LEFT: In the powder room, Blaire chose a 
Jasper embroidered wallcovering from Michael S. Smith to 
complement the antique sconces and mirror. 





life, almost as if they’re in conversation with each 
other. (Given the family’s generational history in 
the area and their success in the banking and 
whiskey business, they likely have a lot to say.)  

In the bedrooms, Blaire evoked some of the 
grandeur of her client’s previous home. “She was 
used to such formal décor,” says the designer. 
“People rarely decorate that way anymore, so I 
had fun leaning into that style.” She chose a 
canopy bed swathed in fabric for the master 
suite. In the guest bedroom, two heirloom beds 
rescued from Sherman’s March in the Civil War 
are covered in quilted Fortuny bedding plucked 
from a more recent moment in history—they 
were sold to a New Orleans antiques dealer by a 
family fleeing Hurricane Katrina.  

For Blaire, a traditionalist whose work has  
a modern bent, this project was a chance to 
indulge in a bit of old-world glamour—from the 
sumptuous textiles to the formal bedding—while 
also nudging the home in a contemporary, 
updated direction. “Historically, Nashville design 
has been very traditional and conservative,” she 
says. “But now we are seeing the music industry 
have a greater influence here. People from New 
York and Los Angeles are bringing a sleeker, 
edgier look that’s becoming more mainstream. 
Like Nashville itself, it’s a dialogue between old 
and new, town and country. And it’s growing 
more and more in demand.”  

OPPOSITE: “This room evolved over time, starting with the heirloom 
beds,” says Blaire of the guest bedroom. “I wanted the room to feel 
collected rather than decorated in one swoop.” THIS PAGE, LEFT: The 
vanity is surrounded by feminine accents such as the graphic Pierre 
Frey wallpaper and a mirror from Fleur Home. BELOW: The portrait 
gallery in the stairwell pays homage to past generations. 

For more information, see Sources, page 71
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FL O WER ON THE ROAD
1. DINING BY DESIGN

A lush palette of green 
and white set the stage 
for an elegant dinner 
party hosted by The 
Shade Store and FLOWER 
magazine at the Annie 
Café & Bar in Houston. 
Vases filled with white 
roses, ranunculus, 
peonies, and Queen 
Anne’s lace lined the 
length of the table, 
interspersed with votives 
and a stunning floral 
table runner designed by Martyn Lawrence Bullard for The Shade  
Store. The event was held to introduce the Houston design community 
to The Shade Store’s newest location in Katy, Texas.

2. LOCAL LOVE

LEE Industries hosted one of its signature LEE Loves Local 
events with Providence Interiors, a boutique retail store in 
Nashville. Renowned interior designer and author Bunny 
Williams was on hand for the event which included a book 
signing and talk with FLOWER’s Editor-in-Chief, Margot Shaw. 

Guests were 
also treated 
to a jewelry 
trunk show, 
compliments 
of Yearly Co., 
as well as 
petite grab- 
and-go 
bouquets 
from The 
Tulip Tree. 

3. PAST MEETS PRESENT

Theodore Alexander 
hosted a reception 
for Charles, 9th Earl 
Spencer, during  
the Spring High Point 
Furniture Market. 
Lord Spencer was  
in attendance to 
introduce new 
additions to the 
Althorp Living  
History Collection, a 
curated collection  
of reproduction 
pieces from the 
family’s ancestral 
home. He also signed 
copies of his historical 
thriller and best seller, 
The White Ship.  

1. Rhonnika Clifton of R J Clifton Designs (left) with Kara Marmion of The Shade Store; Sandra Lucas and Sarah Eilers of Lucas/Eilers Design Associates 
with Julie Dodson Webster of Dodson Interiors (middle). 2. (left to right) Bunny Williams of Bunny Williams Interior Design with Julie Brown and Amber 
Thomas of Providence Interiors. 3. Lord Spencer with Margot Shaw of FLOWER magazine. 
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Alexandra Norwood, blairedesigns.com 
FOYER: Lantern: Scott Antique Markets, 
scottantiquemarket.com; Ottoman: Billy 
Baldwin Studio, billybaldwinstudio.com; 
Ottoman fabric: Jane Shelton Fabrics,  
janeshelton.com SUNROOM: Floral 
chairs and pillows: Bennison Fabrics, 
bennisonfabrics.com; Drapery: Soane 
Britain, soane.co.uk; Lampshades: Penny 
Morrison, pennymorrison.com; Accent 
pillows: Brunschwig & Fils, kravet.com; 
Side tables: Fabulous Things Ltd., 
fabulousthingsatlanta.com LIVING ROOM: 

Pillows: Jasper, michaelsmithinc.com; 
Lampshades: Edgar-Reeves, edgar-reeves.
com; Ottoman fabric: Jasper, 
michaelsmithinc.com; Painting: Kerry Hays, 
kerryhaysart.com; Wedgewood dishes: 
Scott Antique Markets, scottantiquemarket.
com; Drapery silk fabric: Lee Jofa, kravet.
com; Drapery trim: Travers, zimmer-rhode.
com  LIVING ROOM NOOK: Banquette: 
Cowtan & Tout, cowtan.com; Chair fl oral 

Any items not listed are unknown.

IN BLOOM

PAGES 15–19: ENTERTAIN: Designer: 
Andrea Houck of A. Houck Designs, 
ahouckdesigns.com  Floral designer: 
fl eursDC, fl eursdc.com  Landscape 
designer: Thomas Landscapes, 
thomaslandscapes.com

PAGES 20-22: DECORATE: FLOWERS: 
Floral designer: Randy McManus Designs 
Inc., randymcmanusdesigns.com

PAGES 24-25: DECORATING: MOOD: 
Interior designer: Virginia McCary Design, 
virginiamccarydesign.com

ON THE ROCKS

PAGES 46-53: Landscape architect: Hoerr 
Schaudt, hoerrschaudt.com Builder: Kirby 
Perkins Construction, kirbyperkins.com

TO TOWN FROM COUNTRY

PAGES 60–67: Interior design: Blaire 
Murfree, blairedesigns.com  Styling: 

Who Did It & Where To Get It Sources
fabric: Jasper, michaelsmithinc.com; Floral 
chair bullion trim: George Spencer Designs, 
georgespencer.com; Table: Bunny Williams, 
bunnywilliamshome.com; Pillows: Pierre 
Frey, pierrefrey.com; Photograph: David 
Burdeny, tewgalleries.com POWDER 

ROOM: Embroidered fabric wallcovering: 
Jasper, michaelsmithinc.com DINING 

ROOM: Wallpaper: Gracie, graciestudio.
com; Chair fabric: Jim Thompson, 
jimthompsonfabrics.com; Table lamp and 
shade: Houses & Parties, housesandparties.
com; China: Royal Crown Derby, corzineco.
com; Wineglasses: Estelle Colored Glass, 
estellecoloredglass.com  GUEST 

BEDROOM: Bed canopies: Hodsoll 
McKenzie, zimmer-rhode.com; Wallpaper: 
Pierre Frey, pierrefrey.com; Lampshades: 
Penny Morrison, pennymorrison.com; 
Bolsters: Pierre Frey, pierrefrey.com; Mirror:
Fleur, fl eurhome.com STAIRWELL: Railing: 
Herndon & Merry, herndonmerry.com

� � � � � � � � � � 	 
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1 Chinois small bread & butter 
plate ($90) by Herend  2 Blue 
Onion bread & butter plate 
($48) by Meissen  3 Rufolo 
service plate in gold
(replacements.com for pricing) by 
Vietri  4 Fish Scale service plate 
($240) by Herend  5 Chinois 
dinner plate ($360) by Herend  

6 Blue Onion Rich dessert/pie 
plate ($500) by Meissen  

7 Festival napkin in cameo (set 
of 4/$60 ) by Sferra  8 Acorn 
sterling dinner-size setting 
(replacements.com for pricing) by 
Georg Jensen  9 Wedgwood 
water goblet (replacements.com 
for pricing) by International Silver
10 Apollo Gold hock wine in dark 
blue ($240) by Saint-Louis Crystal  
11 Vertigo fl uted champagne in 
yellow ($44) by Cristal de Sevres  

12 Blue Onion round covered 
butter with attached 
underplate ($200) by Meissen

All of the above provided through 
partnership with Replacements, 
Ltd., 800.737.5223, 
replacements.com

13 Zerrin block-printed 
60- x 95-inch tablecloth
($200) by Tamam  
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At the Table

Summer Sophisticate
ELEVATE YOUR SEASONAL SETTING WITH RICH HUES, 

LAYERED PATTERNS, AND METALLIC ACCENTS.    

Produced and styled by Amanda Smith Fowler • Photography by David Hillegas






