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To assist with the aims of the Early 
Years Foundation Stage (EYFS), projects 
and activities in the first section of the 
magazine for 0-5 year-olds will support 
the Early Learning Goals (ELGs):

H Communication and Language  
 Development 
H Physical Development 
H Personal, Social and Emotional  
 Development 
H Literacy Development 
H Mathematics 
H Understanding the World 
H Expressive Arts and Design

In the following sections for 5-7 and 
7-11 year-olds, projects and activities will 
be linked to the following KS1 and KS2 
National Curriculum subjects:

H Art & Design
H Design Technology
H Drama
H Geography
H History
H Home Economics
H ICT
H Literacy
H Maths
H Music
H Physical Development
H PSHE
H Religious Education
H Science

Projects suitable  
for a Group Activity      
will include this icon:

   
ACTIVITY

A

CT I V I Y

GROUP

Editor’s letterSUPERPOWERS

We are nearly in September and 
the rudderless ship is about to 
get a new captain, but will it 

make a difference to the plight of the 
early years, childcare and education 
sectors? We can but hope that a serious 
review of the funding is undertaken, 
and soon, as there is growing evidence 
the under-investment in early years is 
exacerbating the longer-term detrimental 
effects on young children. Considerable 
government investment is imperative – 
changing the staff-to-child ratios is not – 
and continuing to put the blame on the 
pandemic is not acceptable. With alternative plans proposed 
on how to get the economy moving again, surely investing in 
childcare provision will enable more mothers to get back into 
the workforce to support the economy? One day, someone in 
government will grasp the concept that investment in the early 
years sector has long term advantages – both for the children 
benefiting from a great start in life and for the wider economy. 
One day…

The team at Creative Steps has again devised dozens of inspiring 
craft activity ideas for you to enjoy with the kids in your care 
– many making use of recycled and inexpensive materials – 
covering many autumn festivals, along with our annual Christmas 
Crafts Special to help you plan ahead (It’s certainly been 
rather strange styling these festive projects in the 40° summer 
temperatures!)

We also include a special feature on Dyslexia from Christine 
Blance of Help for Dyslexia. With more than 20 years’ experience 
as a specialist dyslexia teacher, Chris offers us advice and some 
simple strategies to help support children with dyslexia, which we 
are encouraged to consider as a ‘superpower’.

Autumn is always a great season for crafts, especially if you 
can get out and about with your kids to experience nature, 
with boundless learning opportunities and there are dozens of 
projects in the following pages to encourage you to do so! A 
quick reminder to also enter the free prize draws to win the great 
toys, books and games offered in this issue. After all, who doesn’t 
like a free gift!?
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A series of postal themed makes for early 
learners.

AUTUMN OWL 18
Have fun making this textured owl picture.

SHOAL OF FISH 19
Create a shimmering shoal of fish using 
simple materials. 

LIGHT UP HALLOWEEN 20
Create these easy halloween characters 
using LED tealights. 

DIWALI CANDLES 22 
A pretty project to celebrate Diwali.

DECORATED ELEPHANT 23 
Make a colourful elephant from paper 
plates.

READING CORNER  

and reviewed just for you.
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IT’S A GIFT 6-9 
Great toys, great games, great books 
and great giveaways!

SUBSCRIPTIONS 61 
Just picked up this issue? Take out  
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Make a nordic style Christmas Angel.

SEASON'S GREETINGS  32 
A selection of fun cards to make and give.

SPOON WREATH 34 
An effective festive make using plastic 
spoons.

COLOURFUL CARDS 35
Make these fabulous greetings cards using 
this colourful paper technique.

RUDOLPH & BLITZEN 36
Create your own reindeer herd with 
cardboard tubes.

SNOWMAN SNOWFLAKES 37

 38

 39

44



43

5

Y E A7-11
SPOOKED 50 
Four spooky makes for Halloween.

TUTANKHAMUN 52 
A series of projects to learn about Ancient 
Egypt, 100 years after the discovery of 

 54 

 55 

 56 

 58 

Y E A R S5-7

AMAZING AUTUMN   
Four awesome Autumn activities.

RED & GREY SQUIRRELS   

PUMPKIN PATCH   
Create an Autumn picture using simple 
printing techniques. 

FLOATING GHOSTS   

creations.

CELEBRATE DIWALI   

Festival of Lights.

AUTUMN WINDSOCK  

GAME GIVEAWAYS 
Fantastic games to win from 
Orchard Toys. 

CREATION STATION 

throughout this issue are available from:
www.thecreationstation.co.uk/shop

DYSLEXIA 14 
Advice and strategies from a specialist 
Dyslexia teacher.

4 WAYS WITH 59 
Four easy projects for reusing and 
upcycling kitchen roll tubes.
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Off to the Market by Alice 
Oehr is a beautiful, nonfiction 
exploration of markets, cooking, 
and fresh food. Learn all about 
produce in this delightful 
child’s tour of a food market, 
full of fun facts and delicious 
new discoveries. Filled with 

charming characters, it’s also a loving ode to the 
people who bring food to our table and connection 

to our community.

To celebrate the publication of Off to the Market on 
22 September, Scribble are offering readers the chance to win one 
of five copies. www.scribblekidsbooks.com

For your chance to win a copy, just complete and return the 
coupon on page 61.

Discover your inner superhero in the 
further adventures of the intrepid 
SUPERQUESTERS: The Case of the 
Missing Memory. When Bea’s robot 
B-bot malfunctions after installing 
new dance software the three friends 
put their heads together and return to 
Questland as the SUPERQUESTERS 
to find a solution to their problem. Upon arrival, 
the trio discover that Lord Grumble is wreaking havoc with his new 
Memory Machine, stealing memories from everyone, including 
the Queen of Questland. Adventure and excitement await as the 
friends work together to crack this latest case, while defeating Lord 
Grumble and his pesky Snapettes. It’s time to Read, Quest, Learn!  
SuperQuesters, is a children’s book series which includes STEM 
learning within a dynamic story and feature interactive, hands-
on activities with aspirational, confident and diverse characters 
who show that anything is possible with clear thinking, logic and 
patience. Each book develops 8-12 different STEM skills such as 
coding, sequencing and algorithms, covering key aspects of the Key 
Stage 1 Computing, Maths and Science National Curriculum. Each 
book also features over 100 reusable, easily detachable stickers, as 
well as a reward chart, glossary and answer page.
School bundles and Teacher’s Guide are available to bring each 
book to life in the classroom. Visit www.questfriendz.com for more 
fun interactive STEM activities.

We have 4 copies to give away of SuperQuesters: The 
Case of the Missing Memory by Lisa Moss and Dr Thomas 
Bernard, illustrated by Amy Wilcox. Complete and return the 
coupon on page 61 for your chance to win.

Win an exclusive Pip and Posy bundle from Nosy Crow and Magic Light Pictures Ltd!
Come and meet Pip and Posy, two best friends who love to play and laugh from the hit TV 
series showing on Channel 5’s Milkshake and Sky Kids. Get stuck into the fun and games 
that bring these two together and join Pip and Posy and their friends as you complete 
puzzles, spot the difference, solve jigsaw puzzles, create sticker scenes and much more! 
These three delightful activity books, Best of Friends, Come on, Let’s Play!, and Christmas 
Countdown, will keep children entertained for hours. But that’s not all! This prize also 
includes a Pip and Posy tote bag and reusable water bottle! Be prepared for days filled with 
fun, creative, and educational activities alongside these two adorable friends.    nosycrow.co.uk

       For your chance to win this amazing bundle just complete and return the coupon on page 61.

Closing date for these draws is November 30th 2022. Please use the coupon on page 61

I T S A

5
FREE

-

lead attached so like all happy 
puppies he’s always ready for 

 
perfect for both cuddles and play! The brown puppy dog plush will 
love to walk, run and jump with you, just like a real pet! No batteries 
required.  www.flairgp.co.uk

Two lucky readers will receive two Peppy Pups. Just complete and 
return the coupon on page 61 for your chance to win.

SUPER 
QUESTERS WIN!

WIN
2

Another spectacular story from the king of inclusive 
Fairy tales, Ian Eagleton. An exciting adventure In 
the ice, to warm even the coldest hearts.

“Every Christmas, when snowflakes tumble from 
the silent night sky, they are reminded of that 
special night, so long ago, when their lives 
were changed forever.” From the creator of 
the runaway success Nen and The Lonely Fisherman and 
adoptive dad, Ian Eagleton, comes another future classic to celebrate 
the power of love at Christmas.

We have both of these books for two lucky winners to win! See 
page 61 to enter.

A sensitive Christmas story of friendship and 
belonging, centered around the unbreakable 
bond between a boy and a bear - a classic 
in the making. Due to his autism, Arctic-
enthusiast Arthur does not like Christmas, the 
noise, the lights, and the crowds. He keeps 
his toy polar bear close, for security. After 

losing his precious bear and asking Father Christmas for a 
new one, he wakes up to find a REAL polar bear in his garden! Arthur 
names his new friend Björn and in spite of his best efforts to keep Björn 
cold and happy, realises that he needs to help his friend return to the 
Arctic, where he belongs. Time for some more Christmas magic...

The Woodcutter And 
The Snow Prince

WIN!

Where BJÖRN Belongs 

BOOK BUNDLE FROM 
OWLET PRESS

Pip and Posy Activity Bundle

https://www.scribblekidsbooks.com/
https://www.questfriendz.com/
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budding artists. The amazing optical viewer allows you to copy any 
picture inserted in the picture easel, and create stunning, life-like 
artwork. It’s easy to use; just simply draw around the ‘outlines’ 
of the picture and your drawing is copied onto your sheet of your 
paper.
Once the picture easel is removed, you’re free to reproduce 
landscapes, buildings, still life or even portraits of your friends and 
family to create your own individual pieces of art. Lightweight and 
portable, you can take SuperGraph when you’re out and about – 
and you can even use it with your tablet! Suitable for kids aged 8+ 
years. Available from Amazon.co.uk 

We have 2 of these great systems, worth £29.99 each, for you to win! 
To enter complete and return the coupon on page 61.

Creation Station is a 
table-top easel with 
everything needed 
for mini artists to 
create their own masterpieces. 

paper, while paint can be applied directly to the 
whiteboard on the other.

Use the cute duster provided to easily clean the whiteboard, ready to 
start a new creation! Six paint sticks are included, and the smooth, 
glide-on paint works without needing water or brushes. Twist the 
stick and you’re ready to paint away with no mess, creating a joyful 
experience for all!

For travel, store away the accessories, fold up the Creation Station 
and you can paint wherever you go!

We have four of these for you to win! To enter complete and 
return the coupon on page 61.

Closing date for these draws is November 30th 2022. Please use the coupon on page 61 or email info@creativesteps.co.uk to enter.

G I F TDraw anything,  
anywhere with
SuperGraph!

WIN
2

Paint Pop 
Creation 
Station

4
FREE

Eduzone has a wide range of expressive arts & design products 
ready to get you and the little ones inspired throughout the season. 
Along with developing fine and gross motor skills, getting crafty 
can help with confidence, concentration and encourage children 
to unleash their imagination! We’ve put together a Christmas Craft 
Bundle, worth over £75, to get you started with your festive crafts 
and help bring in the new year including: 

Collage Crowns: Perfect for the festive season, set includes pre-cut 
crown bands, glitter shapers and sequins.

Stained Glass Shapes: Whether you stick them in your window or 
hang them on the tree, this pack of 30 pre-cut shapes are an easy 
and fun festive craft.

Jumbo Tree Shaped Novelty Cards: A pack of 30 blank tree cards, 
great for getting the little ones designing their own festive trees!

Christmas Bumper Pack: Filled with everything from pom-poms to 
tinsel to gold and silver crowns, this pack is a great way to get the 
little ones feeling festive and creating! 

Smartbuy Craft Essentials: a pack of craft essentials to help with 
your art & crafts projects.

PLUS: 

Gold and Silver Scratch Art: Get the little ones celebrating the new 
year by drawing their own fireworks! Set comes with 15 x gold and 
15 x silver sheets.

Chinese New Year 
Festival Activity Pack: 
Teach the little ones 
about Chinese New 
Year whilst having lots 
of fun creating their 
own dragon! The pack 
comes with four pre-
printed dragons and 
lots of decorations. 
www.eduzone.co.uk 

Enter on page 61 to 
win this seasonal craft 
bundle!

Get creative this autumn 
with EduzoneThe perfect gift for 

creative kids! HUE 
Animation Studio 
combines imagination 
and excitement 
with movie-making 
technology to create 
family memories forever.

This multi-award winning 
activity kit contains 
everything a budding 
animator needs to create 
stop motion movies and time-lapse videos:

• A colourful, flexible HUE HD camera (available in red, green and 
blue).

• A 64-page, full-colour book with step-by-step instructions for 
making 20 hilarious videos and ideas for even more!

• Easy-to-use HUE Animation software for Windows (designed by 
teachers).

• Activity sheets, resources and sound effects.

Bring arts and crafts to life! Keep your kids entertained for endless 
hours of creative play as they learn how to make stop motion 
animation movies like Shaun the Sheep and Coraline.

Animate anything in minutes! Toy cars can be animated to drive 
around the living room, mini dinosaurs can roam free in the garden, 
LEGO® models can build themselves and teddy bears can have 
picnics through the magic of stop motion.

The easy-to-use animation software allows children as young as 7 
years old to edit images, record and import sound, add text and 
special effects and capture time-lapse videos of plants growing or 
eggs hatching.

Recommended by top child development expert Dr. Amanda 
Gummer, this educational kit fosters creativity, collaboration and 
critical thinking while bringing hours of enjoyment to young film 
directors as they learn how to make movie magic.

Perfect for homeschooling, class projects and family fun. Find out 
more at huehd.com  £49.95 (incl VAT)

For your chance to win a copy, just complete and return the 
coupon on page 61.

Hue Animation Studio

WIN!
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I Hear You, Ocean, from the 
Sounds of Nature series by 
Kallie George.

This joyful and soothing picture 
book about marvellous ocean sounds 
will transport kids to the seaside. When 
two children visit the seaside, the older 
tells the younger, “The ocean has lots 
to say, if you listen.” Together, they 
hear wondrous things, like the rumble 
of pebbles tumbling and filling the beach with shiny gems, the 
bark of a seal playing peekaboo, and the whooshing of a shell 
murmuring messages. The second book in the Sounds of Nature 
series for young children, I Hear You, Ocean celebrates the positive 
and playful bond between two siblings, and encourages children 
to engage with the world around them in imaginative and 
respectful ways.

Luminous - Living Things That Light Up the Night by Julia Kuo. 
Kids will marvel at the creatures and other living organisms that 
make their own light in this stunning and poetic exploration 
of bioluminescence. When it’s dark out, we need light to see. 
But what if our body could make its own light? From acclaimed 
author-illustrator Julia Kuo comes a remarkable picture book about 
bioluminescence, the light made from living things, and its many 
forms: firefliesand foxfire, fungi and glow-worms, deep-sea fish 
and vampire squid. An introduction to an extraordinary natural 
phenomenon, Luminous shines a light upon how truly wondrous 
the world is.  greystonebooks.com

     For your chance to win a copy, just complete and return the 
      coupon on page 61.

presents are sorted this year, 
Hey Clay is giving three lucky 
winners the chance to win a 

Hey Clay Animals 
, the Hey Clay Birds Set and 

one Dino Triceratops Claymate.

Unique to HEY CLAY, the product works in tandem with its own 
custom app that provides step-by-step ‘how to sculpt’ guides for 
each character, complete with beautifully illustrated animations. 
Little sculptors can simply create their masterpieces by rolling 
the clay into a ball and adding other parts to it. The clay then 
hardens within only 20 minutes and sets after 24 hours, the 
creation can be played with over and over again!

Both the Hey Clay Animals and Birds sets feature 15 can sets 
and two tools to make the entire six-character collection. You will 
get the chance to sculpt a pig, a horse, a cow, a dog, a sheep 
and a rabbit in the Animals set, along with the selection of a 
pheasant, a toucan, a penguin, a parrot, a dove and a peacock 
from the Birds set – plenty to choose from! Additionally, the eye-
catching Dino Triceratops Claymate includes five can sets with 
pre-selected colours to guide this fabulous creation.

If you’re on Santa’s good list this year, these are a must for the 
stockings! Amazon.co.uk

8
Closing date for these draws is November 30th 2022. Please use the coupon on page 61

 is the go-to for uniquely innovative educational toys 
that help teach children about the world around them. My Very 
Own Cloud, an enchanting 3-in-1 nightlight is a great addition to 
a child’s bedroom. Standing on a clear stand, the colour changing 
cloud appears to float above any surface. My Very Own Cloud 
features three different modes for a child to choose from. Mode 
1 allows them to relax to the sound of gentle rain accompanied 
by colour-changing LED lights, making it a calming way to drift 
off to sleep. Mode 2 is a colour change lights only setting which 
adds atmosphere to any room as the cloud changes through eight 
different colourways including white, yellow, purple, blue and red. 
Children will love mode 3 which brings the true force of nature 
into their bedroom with awesome thunder sounds coupled with 
cool lightning effects. The nightlight is great for both children and 
adults who like to relax to the sounds of nature. As well as being 
a unique nightlight, My Very Own Cloud comes with a secret code 
that unlocks fun educational facts online so children can learn 
all about clouds as well as mindfulness exercises and tips on 
how to use your My Very Own Cloud to help you relax and sleep. 
Available from SmythsToys.com 

We have 3 of these for you to win! Just complete and return the 
coupon on page 61 to enter.

Park adventures!

unique colours, children can create their own Numberblocks 
adventures based on the popular Stampoline Park episode. This 
32-piece Numberblocks craft kit includes 20 stamps to create 
the Numberblocks One to Ten, and 12 ink pads with washable 
inks. It’s ideal for Numberblocks-inspired creative activities in the 
classroom or at home.

Visit www.learningresources.co.uk to learn more. 
Follow Learning Resources on Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter.

We have 2 of these fun sets, worth £25 each, for you to win! Just 
complete and return the coupon on page 61 to enter.

GI T S A I F T

WIN
3

Each winner will receive:

• 1 x Hey Clay Animals Set

• 1 x Hey Clay Birds Set

• 1 x Dino Triceratops Claymate

Just complete and return the coupon 
on page 61 to enter.

WIN!WIN!

 
 

Greystone 
Book 

Bundle

http://greystonebooks.com
http://Amazon.co.uk
http://www.learningresources.co.uk
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Closing date for these draws is November 30th 2022. Please use the coupon on page 61 or email info@creativesteps.co.uk to enter.
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With six new additions, the Rainbow High collection will increase the 
focus on diversity, as two of the characters – Delilah Fields and Jewel 
Richie – become the first two dolls from the MGA Entertainment 
portfolio to launch with visible differences. Jewel Richie has Vitiligo 
and Delilah Fields has Albinism and is the first doll to wear glasses. 

Adding these two characters with a disability representation is an 
important step for the brand and will continue to support the Rainbow 
High hashtag #letyourtruecoloursshine. Championing diversity and 
inclusion is a theme which runs through the range of dolls, who have 
their own creative skills, from photography to creative writing, fashion 
design and digital media. Fans of the brand will be able to watch 
their new favourite characters excel at their creative talents in the 
upcoming episodes of Rainbow High, an animated series on YouTube. 

Each Rainbow High fashion doll is dressed in colour from head 
to toe, featuring long, brushable hair, gorgeous features and long 
eyelashes. With their own distinct style, the Rainbow High Fashion 
Dolls come complete with two outfits for mix and match styling, 
whilst their fully articulated and moveable features allow for endless 
poses when playing. For ultimate playability, Rainbow High Fashion 
Dolls come complete with two hangers, a hair comb and doll stand. 
Smythstoys.com

We have 2 of these fabulous dolls, rrp £26.99 each, for you to win!  
just complete and return the coupon on page 61.

I T S

WIN!
NEW 

HIGH 
DOLLS

Soothing Heart 
 and the Puffaboo Elephant. 

for your baby through gentle noises and vibrations helping to 
soothe them and increase their feelings of contentment. Lamaze’s 
Soothing Heart Panda is designed to mimic the rhythm of a resting 
heartbeat. By pressing the panda’s tummy, parents can select one 
of four bedtime melodies, each accompanied by a red light and a 
vibration synced to the rhythm of a resting heartbeat. A fun game 
of peek-a-boo is provided by the Puffaboo Elephant which features 
crinkly ears that fold over its eyes and a magical aspect for parents 
to use. When pressed, Puffaboo not only squeaks, but it also 
releases a gentle puff of air from the trunk straight towards baby, 
helping to instantly calm and distract any disgruntled little ones.

These toys could be the next best addition to your baby bag, what 
a way to make parenting easier! Amazon.co.uk

 Each winner will receive:

 • 1 x Lamaze Soothing Heart Panda

 • 1 x Lamaze Puffaboo Elephant

For your chance to win, just complete and return the coupon on 
page 61.

Something About a Bear by Jackie Morris is a stunning and 
evocative celebration of bears. Here are eight majestic wild bears, 
brought to life in breath taking watercolour paintings. Brown 
Bear, Black Bear, Polar Bear, Sloth Bear, Spectacled Bear, 
Sun Bear, Moon Bear. All are gloriously depicted, with lyrical 
descriptions of their lives in the wild. But of all the bears in the 
wild, wide world, which is the best bear of all? Your teddy bear, 
of course! Kate Greenaway medallist Jackie Morris and acclaimed 
illustrator of the international bestseller, The Lost Words, has 
created this spectacular gallery of bears to instil a love of wild 
places and a respect for all creatures. It is a fantastic all-ages 
gift book, perfect for a Christmas gift. The book includes all 
eight bear species plus conservation notes about each bear.  
We have two copies to give away. www.otterbarrybooks.com 
For your chance to win, just complete and return the coupon on 
page 61.

Something About 
a Bear

WIN
2

WIN!

“Toyshop at the North Pole” is the perfect Christmas activity in 
your setting or at home.  So many opportunities to learn through 
the magic of role play and imagination.
In this adventure you will wake up your very own “Littlemagictrain” 
and arrive at the North Pole. Meet a Polar Bear and Seal who give 
you directions to Santa’s toyshop as he asked us to visit to make 
sure the presents are wrapped and labelled correctly.  
Oh no!  While we weren’t looking the cheeky Seal and Polar Bear 
ran away with all the presents.  
What will happen next……  To find out you need to hop on board 
and find out together.
What is “Littlemagictrain”?  We have created magical movement-
based adventures that are a gateway to the world, for you and your 
little ones. How can you resist?
But wait, there is more...... you will also win our speech and 
language, sensory, creative, planning activities and certificates 
for your little ones and our “how-to” videos, for you, linked to our 
Christmas adventure “Toy shop at the North Pole”.    Toot, toot, he 
is waiting for you.

3 Lucky winners will win our “Toy shop at the North Pole” 
adventure (RRP £78.00). Just complete and return the 
coupon on page 61 for your chance to win.

WIN
3

http://www.otterbarrybooks.com
http://info@creativesteps.co.uk
http://Amazon.co.uk
http://Smythstoys.com
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Win 1of 3 Orchard Toys
bundles worth over £30!

WIN!

We have three bundles from Orchard Toys for you to win! 
Enter now using the coupon on page 61 for your chance to win!  Closing date 30th November 2022

Orchard Toys are giving three Creative Steps readers the chance to win an exciting 
bundle! Orchard Toys games, jigsaws and colouring books offer the perfect balance 

educational games, jigsaws and colouring books: 
www.orchardtoys.com 

Snowman Snap – RRP £5.50
A fun, festive snap game for all the family, 

featuring seasonal snowpeople that young 
children will adore and fast-paced gameplay 

the will appeal to 
older children. As 
part of Orchard 
Toys Mini Games 
range, Snowman 
Snap is compact 

and portable in size 
making it perfect for 

travel, at home or 
on holiday.

11

Christmas Eve Box 
– RRP £14.00

Includes a Christmas 
Chefs game, festive 
activity book and 
30-piece Santa's 
Workshop jigsaw 

Chefs find everything they need to make a 
festive dessert, by matching the ingredients, 
utensils and decorations.

Have fun with 
these Christmas 

themed activities 
and colouring 

pages or piece 
together the 

colourful scene of 
Santa’s workshop, 
where the elves 
are hard at work 

making the toys for 
Santa to deliver!

Goose on 
the Loose – 
RRP £14.00 

Watch out! There’s a 
Goose on the Loose! 
Help the farmers 
round up the escaped geese in this fun, colour-
matching board game for all the family!

Players shout “Goose 
on the Loose” if their 

geese escapes. 
Players shout “Honk” 

when collecting 
geese for their board. 
Not only is this game 
lots of fun but it helps 

to develop shape 
recognition, hand-
eye coordination 
and number and 

counting skills.

Pigs in Blankets – RRP £5.50
 A fun Christmas-themed pairs game. Players 
collect piggy pairs in this hilarious Christmas 

filler for ages 3-7!

Pigs in Blankets 
may be small in 

size, but it’s big in 
value, whilst offering 

everything you 
would expect from 
Orchard Toys at a 
‘crackling’ price!

http://www.orchardtoys.com


educational arts and crafts, classes, parties, events and products. As 
a multi-award-winning, five-star rated company, they inspire over 
14,500 children and families every week with creative arts and crafts 
experiences across the UK.

 www.thecreationstation.co.uk website.

1 Sketch out a few spooky 
design ideas to get started.

2 Glue the googly eyes onto the 
tangerine.

3 Draw on some spooky fangs.

4 Stick on some sparkly gems or 
other embellishments to make 
your spooky mini 'pumpkins'!

1 Decide on the design you want to create. You could sketch it out 
on paper first. These are the guidelines for our design below.
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STORE CUPBOARD

n  Tangerines

n  Black felt pen

n  Wiggly eyes

n  Glue

n  Stick on gems

STORE CUPBOARD

n  Wooden slice

n  3 small twigs 

n   
  
 mix paint and add an 
 equal amount of PVA)

n  4 small pebbles

n  4 pom-poms

n  Small gems

n  Black felt pen

    n  

Connect with nature with this 
fun festive decoration.

This is a fun 
and easy 

Halloween 
inspired 

creation and 
great to eat 
afterwards!
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Wooden discs can be purchased online at: 
artsandcraftshop.co.uk SKU502290

http://www.thecreationstation.co.uk
http://artsandcraftshop.co.uk


1 Place the plate on the 
cardboard and draw around it 
and carefully cut the circle out.

2 Take the ruler and using a 
pencil identify the middle of the 
circle. You can do this by drawing a line across the middle of the 
circle and then drawing a line down from the top to the bottom of 
the circle, Where the lines cross, this is the middle.

3 Take your ruler and with the black felt pen draw a straight line 
passing through the middle of the circle.

4 Draw additional lines, dividing the circle into four quarters and 
then eighths. The areas in between the lines are called segments.

The challengeswe are all facing
have provided increased demand
for creative activities.
Thatʼswhy we are lookingfor proactive
friendly people who want to create a
positive impact by running their own
successful franchise.
Find out about inspiringimaginationsthrough art
and crafts classes,parties and events in your
community and joining our friendly family of 100+
fabulous franchisees.

1.5million children & adults inspired so far.
Rated 5-Starby customers on Trustpilot.

Download your ʻInspirationInformation Packʼto
discover how this award-winningfranchise
opportunity could give you the flexibility,financial
returns and fun that you want.

www.thecreationstation.co.uk/creativesteps
01395239700
franchise@thecreationstation.co.uk
thecreationstation.co.uk

STORE CUPBOARD

n  Piece of cardboard

n  Scissors

n  Pencil

n  Ruler

n  Coloured felt pens  
 or paints

n  String

n  Scissors

n  Plate to draw  
 around

Colour Mixing Wheel
Learn how colours mix at high 

speed with this fun colour mixing 
wheel activity.

5 Colour in each of the segments a 
different colour. You can repeat a colour 
but don't let the same colours be in 
adjacent segments.

6 Repeat this for the other side.

7 Pierce a hole in the middle of the circle (ask an adult to help you 
with this). Fold the string in half and thread through the hole. Tie 
the two loose ends together. This will give you one end that has a 
knot and one end that has a loop.

8 Holding each end of the string rotate the cardboard circle so that 
the string tightens.

9 When the string is tight, keep hold of the two ends and pull your 
hands apart. Watch what happens to all the colours!

http://www.thecreationstation.co.uk/creativesteps
mailto:franchise@thecreationstation.co.uk
http://thecreationstation.co.uk
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With more than 20 years’ experience as a specialist dyslexia 
teacher, Chris Blance offers us advice and some simple 
strategies to help support children with dyslexia. 

Dyslexia is a learning difficulty located mainly in 
the left hemisphere of the brain. This is the part of the 

brain which helps us with speech, language processing, 
reading and spelling.

When we look at a dyslexic brain using an MRI scan, we 
can see it behaves differently with less electrical impulses 
seen on the left side where the language centre is.  This 
results in slow processing speed and difficulty linking the 
sights and the sounds of the alphabet letters. 

A diagnosis of dyslexia for most parents is an emotional 
time. For some it’s a relief as they’ve battled for answers for 
some time and for others it’s a huge worry as they grapple 
with what the future might hold. But whichever emotions 
are present there’s usually determination to support and 
be a champion for the child.

Dyslexia is a Super Power! 

If we just look at some of the amazing talents in the world 
that have received that diagnosis of dyslexia we can see 
the potential for success. From people who’ve changed 
the world like Albert Einstein and Thomas Edison to record 
breaking entrepreneurs like Richard Branson and some of 
the most successful names in film like Whoopi Goldberg, 
Keira Knightly and Tom Cruise - these are all people with 
outstanding levels of imagination, creative thinking and 
the ability to look at things differently. Many people with 
dyslexia agree that dyslexia is their superpower!

Help for Dyslexia can actually start at home.

Going back to our discussion about the brains of dyslexic 
children, research shows that encouraging children to 
learn using a multisensory approach (using sight, sound 
and touch in the same learning experiences) can be the 
rocket fuel needed to see progress in reading, writing 
and understanding language. At home there are many 
things which you can do to add a multisensory everyday 
experience to your child’s world to support their literacy. 
Here’s an exercise called an Initial Mnemonic Chant 
which is a crucial part of the Help for Dyslexia teaching.

Try this fun and very effective Mnemonic Chant method for 
anyone struggling with spelling. It can work like magic. 

1 Cut some thin card into strips about 18cm x 8cm. Paper 
will do if card is not to hand, but card is much better. (I 
have chosen the word “does” to illustrate this method. It is 
an awkward word that many children get wrong) 

2 Write the word DOES in the middle of the card. This will be 
the front of the card.

3  On the back of the card write the chant along the top 
edge leaving room for a drawing underneath it. 

 The chant is:  Does Oliver eat sausages? 

Notice that the first letters of each of these words spells 
the word “does” and also that the first word of this chant 
begins with the word “does”. This is why they are called 
Initial Word Mnemonic Chants!

4 Either you or your child can then think of a little story about 
Oliver and sausages. Tell this story. Then let your child draw 
a picture of Oliver Eating Sausages, or if you’re struggling 
for inspiration go onto the internet, select images and type 
in “boy eating sausages” cartoon. Let your child choose a 
picture to draw and put this underneath the written chant 
and colour it in. 

5  Now say the chant “out loud” at least 10 time or more 
if needed. 

6 Then take a piece of paper and saying the chant quite 
slowly, take the first letter only of each word and write them 
down in the order of the chant. As if by magic, the word 
“does” has been spelled! Do this a few times to help save 
it in those memory files!  

Dyslexia is a term which is being 
discussed and understood more 
widely now than ever before – 
but what actually is Dyslexia?



This method is totally Multisensory. Multisensory methods 
are extremely effective for children who are struggling 
with literacy. Multisensory just means that all the senses are 
being used in the learning process. In this case:

 Hearing the story auditory

 Drawing the picture:  visual

 Saying chant out loud:  auditory

 Writing the word using the chant: Kinaesthetic

7  Try creating your own Initial Mnemonic Chants following 
the steps above to bust those tricky spellings. 

Here Annabel has created a chant for the word SCHOOL 
which she struggles to spell correctly. She’s come up with 
the chant:

 School Can Help Oval Owls Learn

She has used each of the letters of the word school to 
create her own chant, here’s her picture! 

There are lots of ways Dyslexia Tutors can work with children 
to support their learning in a way that works for them 
including resources which you can use at home. 

About Help for Dyslexia Tutor and Author Chris Blance

Chris Blance is an online dyslexia tutor offering a unique 
style of teaching which is both enjoyable, easy to do 
and very effective.

A qualified dyslexia specialist tutor for over 25 years Chris 
Blance has taken many pupils struggling with literacy 
and transformed them, giving them skills, strategies and 
a new-found confidence which has enabled them to 
reach potentials they never thought possible.
These methods work with any child who has reading 
and spelling difficulties and not just those who have 
been given a formal diagnosis of dyslexia. Chris teaches 
online to anywhere in the world and shows parents and 
teachers the skills of a specialist so that children can be 
helped by proven methods. 
Chris Blance also has a range of books available to 

For more information visit 

www.helpfordyslexia.co.uk 
and get in contact with Chris Blance to see 

how she can support you and your child. 15

SPELLING SUCCESS
A dictionary of 263 high frequency 

words using Chris Blance’s initial 
word mnemonic chant method. 

Each word has it’s own unique 
chant and cartoon illustration. 

It’s quite usual for children 
to remember hundreds of 

these chants - every chant 
learned is a word that can 

be spelled correctly! Transform the 
way children learn commonly occurring 

        words in a new fun way.

THE MNEMONICS MAKERS 
WORKBOOK
A dictionary designed for 
people looking to make up 
additional chants for words 
not included in the Spelling 
Success series. At each letter 
of the alphabet the words are 
organised into nouns, adjectives, 
verbs, places, names, foods, 
animals and plants making the 
process of composing chants so much easier! 

SPELLING SUCCESS - HOMOPHONES
A dictionary of 237 homophone 
words using Chris Blance’s initial 
word mnemonic chant method. A 
companion to Spelling Success, this 
book focuses on the spelling of these 
confusing words and help children 
by giving clues to their meanings.

For parents, careers and teachers 
looking for a complete package 

of learning support at home 
Chris Blance also has the highly 

effective enCHANTing Strategies 
teaching course for dyslexics. This 
course combines an Initial Word 

Mnemonic course and a Phonics 
Course with simple easy to follow 

instructions and video guidance. It’s one of the quickest 
methods for improving both spelling and reading.

http://www.helpfordyslexia.co.uk
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First Class! A series of postal themed 
makes to aid learning 

through role play.

n  

n  

n  

n  

n  

n  

n  Scissors

n  Glue

STORE CUPBOARD

n  A4 white card

n  Black pen

n  Scissors

n  Glue

n  Laminator

n  Coloured pencils or pens

n  Pretend money

WRAPPED PARCELS

 
PRICELIST

1 Take the first cardboard box. Seal it shut with sticky tape then neatly 
wrap it up with brown paper. 

3 You could design your 
own stamp. Simply cut a 

small square of white card 

1  Take the sheet of white card. Use a 
black pen to write the title ‘Post Office 
Price List’ at the top of the sheet. 
List all your price list options. Here 
are some ideas: Large parcel (£5.00), 
Small parcel (£3.00), 1st class stamp 
(£1.00), 2nd class stamp (70p), 
Postcard (50p), Envelope (30p).

2  You might like to decorate your price list by sticking on 
some suitable images (or drawing your own with coloured pens/pencils).

3  Laminate the price list for durability.

4  The finished price list can be used for your role Post Office. Have the child take orders from 
pretend customers and total up the bills. Younger ones may find it easier writing orders down, whilst 
older children might like to test their mental arithmetic skills. Use pretend money for payment. Help 
the child calculate change. Repeat this fun activity to help improve addition skills.



STORE CUPBOARD

n  White card

n  Black pen

n  

n  Ruler

n  Scissors

n  Glue

n  Laminator
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STORE CUPBOARD

n  Empty cardboard shoebox

n   Red wrapping paper

n   Black card

n   White card

n   Black pen

n   Scissors

n   Glue

POST BOX

PRETEND 
LETTERS

1  Discard the shoebox lid as it will not be needed for this 
project. Stand the shoebox on one of the short sides. Carefully 
cut out a letter slot (approx. 4cm x 14cm) for posting letters.

2  Neatly cover the box with red wrapping paper.

3  Cut out two wide bands of black card to decorate the top and 
bottom of your postbox. Glue the black card in place. Cut out a 
rectangle of black card and stick it onto the top of the postbox. 

4  Take the sheet of white card and cut out a rectangle for the 
letterbox sign. Use a black pen to write on the last collection 
times etc. Glue the sign onto the post box, underneath the letter 
slot. Your postbox is now complete and ready for posting letters!

1  Cut out a rectangle of white card to measure 18cm x 11cm. This will 
become your first pretend envelope.

2  Use a black pen to write a name and postal address on the front. On 
the back, use a ruler and pen to draw envelope fold lines.

3  Take the leftover card and cut out a small square. Use coloured pencils 
or pens to draw a stamp design. Stick the stamp onto the pretend envelope.

4  Repeat the steps above to make more envelopes for your role play Post 
Office.

5 Laminate the completed envelopes to make them more durable.

Y E A R S0-5

ROLE PLAY ACTIVITIES 
FOR FURTHER LEARNING

n Practise writing skills on the pretend envelopes and parcels

n Design postcards and write out short messages

n Use scales for weighing the parcels

n Compare parcel sizes and estimate weights

n Use a ruler for measuring letters and postcards

n Work with the price list and pretend money 
to serve customers and give change

   
ACTIVITY

A
C

T IV I Y

GROUP



n Owls are mostly nocturnal  (active at 
night) or crepuscular (active at dawn and 
dusk), but can sometimes be seen by day.

n The largest species of owl in the world is 
Blakiston’s Fish Owl which lives in Russia 
and parts of Asia. It can be over 60cm tall 
with a 2m wingspan! It is now very rare due 

to habitat loss and climate change.

n The world's smallest 
owl is the Elf Owl which 
lives in parts of America 
and Mexico. The Elf Owl 
measures under 6 inches 

(about 14cm).

1  Cut out a big oval from card for the owl’s 
body, about 25cm x 20cm. Corrugated card 
cut from a box is ideal. An adult will need to 
help cut the card.

2 Cut out 2 card wings, glue them onto 
the body at the sides. Glue 2 milk bottle 

caps near the top for eyes and a card 
triangle beak. Leave to dry. 

LEARNING ZONES: Expressive Arts & Design  H Recycling DESIGNED BY CHARLOTTE STOWELL

  

  

  

  

  

  

n  

n  

n  

n  Paintbrushes 
n  Bottle caps 

3 Cut or break thin twigs into short 3-4cm 
lengths. Brush glue over the body then stick 
the twigs into a pattern for the feathers and 
around the eyes. Leave to dry.

4 Paint the eyes and beak then use a big 
brush to paint the rest of the owl. Paint all 
over the body, twigs and wings, including 
along the edges. Leave to dry.

5 Paint or sponge a different colour over 
the twigs so the feather pattern stands out. 
Paint dots in the middles of the eyes or glue 
wiggle eyes on top.

HINTS & TIPS
n Use ‘Y’ shaped twigs for the 

owl’s feet. Trim the twigs then glue 
them on the back of the body. 

18
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n  Paper plates 
n  Pencil 
n  Scissors
n  Paints
n  Cardboard tubes
n  Sponges
n  Coloured paper
n  Colour tissue paper
n  PVA Glue 
n  Decoration - e.g. sequins,  
 biodegradable glitter,  
 buttons etc

Give each of your kids a paper plate fish 
and encourage them get creative 

with whatever they chose to decorate
their fish! Display the finished fish 
to create a shimmering shoal!

%
TEMPLATE

ON PAGE
62

1 

2 Remove the template and cut along the lines. Older children can cut out their own 
fish - slight variations are not a problem!

3 Decorate as desired – we have created different examples using tissue paper, coloured 
paper scales, printing using a cardboard tube, sponge painting, glitter, etc

4 Don’t forget to add an eye for your fish – either a cut out circle or you can 
stick on a googly eye or button!

 DESIGNED BY MEG JONES

Shoal of Fish
Y E A R S0-5
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STORE CUPBOARD:
n  LED tea light candles
n Orange, pale green, black  
 & white paints
n Paint brushes
n Green foam
n White cloth
n Black marker pen
n White wool
n Orange, black & purple felt
n Googly eyes
n Strong glue
n Scissors

 

2 Paint on a face with black paint and leave 
to dry.

3 Cut out a green stalk from foam 
and glue to the underside of  
the candle.

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

2
and black paint. Leave to dry.

3 Glue on wiggly eyes.

4
either side of the witch’s face.

5
the witch’s face.

6
the front of the hat.

1  Cut a piece of white cloth to the same 
size as a sheet of kitchen roll.

2  Place over the top of the LED candle and 
gather.

3  Tie with white wool under the candle.

4  Draw on eyes and mouth with a black 
marker pen.

5  Cut a small hole for the wick and push 
through.

6 



Join the future of 
childminding
with

Become a professional childminder from your own home

Scan the code or visit
start.tiney.co

/become-childminder
to find out more!

Self employed, running your own 
business from home

Able to choose your own hours

Working with an Ofsted registered 
childminding agency

Earning on average £31,000 in 
your first year of trading

tiney is right for you
if you want to be:

There’s more! You’ll also get...

Comprehensive insurance

First aid training & renewal

1-to-1 expert Safeguarding, EYFS, 
SEN support

Continued professional development 
and training

Leadership & progression pathways

Community events & resources

https://start.tiney.co/become-childminder
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n  LED tea light candle
n  5 plastic spoons
n  Red and green paint
n  Thick paint brush
n  Glitter glue
n  Strong glue
n  Scissors

1 
spoons, so you can reach the on/off button.

2 Paint the spoon 'petals' and leave to dry.

3 Glue to the underside of the tea light.

4 Add glitter glue decoration to the spoon petals and leave to dry.

22

 DESIGNED BY EMMA ANGEL

n The word Diwali (or Deepavali) means “row of lights” in 
Sanskrit, an Ancient Indian language. During the festival, 
people decorate their homes with diyas (lights and lamps).

n Although Diwali is a Hindu festival, it is a multicultural 
festival that is also celebrated by other religions too. 
Diwali is a celebration of good triumphing over evil, 

and many different legends are associated with Diwali. 

n People exchange presents, enjoy delicious food with 
friends and family, and clean and decorate their homes. 

Rangoli a popular Diwali tradition, is the drawing of beautiful 
patterns with colourful powders and flowers. People draw 

rangoli on the floor by the entrance of their homes to welcome 
the gods and bring good luck!



 

 
sequins and gems for an exotic elephant! 

Y E A R S0-5

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

1 Trim off the edges of a cardboard plate to 
make the elephant’s head shape. Place the plate 
face down with the trimmed edges at the bottom 
and a curve at the top. 

2 Place another paper plate face down. Draw 2 
lines across the middle for the trunk. Cut it out 
then glue the trunk in the middle of the head. 

3 Cut out 2 matching wedge shapes from the 
left over pieces for ears. Glue the ears onto the 
head. Leave to dry. 

4 Paint a base colour over the elephant’s head, 
ears and trunk then leave to dry. Decorate the 
elephant with bright painted patterns and cut 
out paper shapes. Leave to dry then glue wiggly 
eyes or paint eyes onto the face.

23
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n The Elephant is revered in Indian cluture and is 
believed to bring good luck and prosperity. Elephants 
hold a great significance in Hindu mythology and are 

worshipped as Lord Ganesha. 

n Elephants are also associated with Buddha. 
They symbolize power, wisdom, strength, 

protection and general good luck. 

n In Rajastan the city of Jaipur celebrates the 
Elephant festival every year. Elephants have always been 
used as a mode of royal transport by the ‘Maharajas’ to 
travel from one region to another and historically as an 

escort on battle fields.

n Since 1986, the Asian elephant has been 
listed as Endangered as the wild population has 

declined by at least 50% since the 1930s. 
The Asian elephant is threatened by 

habitat loss and fragmentation.

HINTS & TIPS
n Printing with your fingers is a quick 

and easy way to make dot patterns. 

n For smaller dots, print with the end of a 
pen or a cotton bud. 



READING 
CORNER

We’re Moving!
Adam & Charlotte Guillain and 
illustrated by Zeyned Özatalay
RRP £6.99 (PB)
www.bonnierbooks.co.uk
Its Moving Day, for 9 children 
from around the globe, who 
are all having very different 
feelings as they pack up and 
move to their new homes. This story takes you into 
a variety of homes; from a mountain side chalet to a high 
rise flat, a river boat and many more.
Age 3 years +

We say… This delightful, brightly 
illustrated, rhyming book, is reassuring 
to any child and particularly to those 

that are setting off to a new home.

Great books for growing minds
KEY: HB HARDBACK H PB PAPERBACK H BB BOARD BOOK
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STAR BOOK
Just Like Grandpa 
Jazz  
Tarah L. Gear and Mirna 
Imamovic 
RRP £7.99 (PB)
www.owletpress.com

Meet Frank, a little boy with white skin and 
blue eyes, and his Mauritian Grandpa Jazz. As Jazz and Frank 
pack Grandpa Jazz’s suitcase together, ready for his trip back 
to his homeland, Jazz shares many exciting stories from his 
life with his grandson, some full of warmth and Frank also 
learns that sometimes people are treated differently because 
of their skin colour.   Age 3 years +

We say… This is a beautiful, vibrant and 
warm book, celebrating the love between 
a young boy and his grandpa and their 

shared love of storytelling. A perfect way 
to introduce young children to mixed 

generational heritage.

A Seed Grows 
Antoinette Portis 
RRP £12.99 (HB)
www.scallywagpress.com
A Seed falls and settles into the soil, 
the sun shines and the rain falls and 
then the seed begins to sprout and 
so on… Age 3 years +

We say… We love this simple and yet 
stunning story which follows the life cycle 
of a sunflower.  With its pull-out page and 

enticing activities at the end, this book 
will have youngsters wide eyed with 

excitement at every read!

I am Nefertiti  
Annemarie Anang and Natelle Quek 
RRP £7.99 (PB)
www.fivequills.co.uk
Nefertiti is joining the band as their 
drummer. Her dad proudly drops her 
off at the rehearsal, reminding her 
“You are Nefertiti” to sooth her nerves 
and she feels immediately 10 feet 

tall! But, Miss Potts the band leader, shortens her name 
to “Nef”. Unfortunately, the more she shortens Nefertiti’s name, 
the more Nefertiti loses her confidence and she literally shrinks 
so much that she can’t play the drums anymore!… Age 3 years +

We say… What a triumph! This colourful 
read aloud and rhythmical picture 

book, celebrates the joy of music and 
gently encourages children to be 

proud of who they are.

Queen of the Classroom  
Derrick Barnes and 
Vanessa Brantley-Newton 
RRP £7.99 (PB)
www.scallywagpress.com
It’s your first day at school and you know 
what? You are going to be just fine! 
Muma gently explains all the good things 

she can do on her first day of school, to make her Queen 
of the classroom!   Age 4 years +

We say… A purely positive look at going 
to school and makes it sound like it’s a 
fun adventure to be good, helpful, kind 
and caring. Perfect for any child who is 

preparing to go to school!

Let’s go Outside!
Ben Lerwill and Marina Ruiz
RRP £8.99 (PB) £12.99 (HB) 
www.welbeckpublishing.com
Let’s find a big, splashy puddle! 
Let’s run as fast as our legs can 
carry us! Join a group of friends 
as they play together throughout 
the seasons of the year.
Age 4 years +

We say… A joyful celebration of 
spending time outside! There is a 

section at the end with suggestions to 
find ways of having fun adventures in 

the great outdoors.

https://www.bonnierbooks.co.uk/
https://www.owletpress.com/
https://www.scallywagpress.com/
https://www.fivequills.co.uk/
https://www.scallywagpress.com/
http://http;//www.welbeckpublishing.com
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The Night Flower 
Laura Hawthorne
RRP £7.99 (PB)
www.bonnierbooks.co.uk 
This award-winning picture book 
takes us to the Arizona desert as 
the sun is setting. A huge variety 
of wildlife gather to enjoy a very 
special annual event – The Night 

flower is beginning to bloom. This celebration transforms the 
quiet desert, for just a few hours, into a riot of colour and 
sounds as insects, birds and mammals congregate, to take part 
in this miracle of nature. Age 4 years +

We say… This exquisitely illustrated, 
rhythmical non-fiction picture book 
about a dessert flower that blooms 

for just one night in the year, will have 
little ones waiting with anticipation 

as the story unfolds!

Annie Mals: Freddie The 
Jellyfish          
Emily Samuels, Mark Rivlin 
RRP £9.99 (HB)
www.purplemashpublishing.com 
On a family boat trip, Annie meets 
Freddie the Jellyfish. He tells her about 
his friend Walter the Whiting, who is 

tangled up in a used nappy and how plastic 
pollution is harming the oceans. Annie and her family are 
determined to help. With her family and friends, Annie starts 
a campaign to clean her town’s beach.  Age 3 years +

We say… With its richly coloured 
illustrations, this wonderfully 

topical rhythmical book, sensitively 
addresses how we can all help to 

care for our planet together.

Max   
Marc Martin
RRP £6.99 (PB)
www.templarco.co.uk 
Down by the seafront there is a 
seagull called Max. Max loves 
Fish and Chips and he becomes 
friends with Bob, who owns the 
fish and chip shop. If Max is 

good with customers, Bob gives him chips and in the evenings 
they go fishing together. Until everything changes, the shop 
closes and Max sets off to find Bob!
Age 3 years +

We say… This vibrant and moving 
book really is the “Tale of Food and 

Friendship” and has a deeply 
satisfying feel good factor!

Phyllis & Grace    
Nigel Gray and Bethan Welby
RRP £12.99 (HB)
www.scallywagpress.com 
Grace is a little girl; Phyllis 
is the old lady who lives next 
door. Phyllis lives alone and 

her memory is fading with dementia. Grace 
drops round with a slice of cake and Grace immediately likes 
Phyllis. They both find that despite their age gap, they have so 
much in common and an endearing friendship is born.
Age 3 years +

We say… What an absolute triumph!  
Full of empathy and humour 

this touching story gently explores 
the progression of dementia through 

the eyes of a little girl!

Y E A R S0-5

A Shelter for Sadness
Anne Booth & David Litchfield
RRP £6.99 (PB)  £12.99 (HB) 
www.templarco.co.uk
A small boy creates a shelter for his 
sadness, a safe space where sadness 
is welcome, where it can curl up 
small, or be a big as it can be, where 
it can be noisy or quiet, or anything 
in between. The boy can visit the 
shelter for his sadness whenever he needs 
to, they can sit and cry together or sit quietly and say nothing.
Age 3 years +

We say… A moving and heart-warming 
book, perfect to help children understand 

and make space for their own sadness.

Nature is an Artist 
Jennifer Lavallee and illustrated by 
Natalia Colombo
RRP £12.99 (HB)
www.greystonebooks.com
For children who love to draw 
and create, this bright and 
rhythmical picture book fosters 
an appreciation for nature and 
features craft ideas to inspire 
young artists. From fingerpainting bumble 
bees, sand sculptures, leaf printing and rainbow jars, 
amongst many more!  Age 3 years +

We say… A delightful and captivating 
picture book that will inspire 

little artists everywhere!STAR BOOK

http://www.bonnierbooks.co.uk
https://www.purplemashpublishing.com/
https://www.scallywagpress.com/
https://www.templarco.co.uk/
https://www.templarco.co.uk/
https://www.greystonebooks.com/


READING 
CORNER
Great books for growing minds
KEY: HB HARDBACK H PB PAPERBACK H BB BOARD BOOK

Who’s Tickling Tilly?
Rob Jones 
RRP £6.99 (BB)
www.farshore.co.uk

Tilly the dinosaur can’t stop 
laughing…Someone is tickling her! Can you work out who it 
is? Search through different prehistoric landscapes and ask 
around Tilly’s dino friends in this innovative concertina board 
book to see if you can work out… Who’s tickling Tilly?
Meet a plethora of creatures along the way, both big and 
small, explore different natural scenes, and see what you can 
spot!   Age 1 years +

We say… Little ones will love 
discovering who is tickling Tilly as the 

story literally unfolds… to 2m long!

Five Bears – a tale of 
friendship
Catherine Rayner 
RRP £12.99 (HB) / £7.99 (PB)
www.macmillan.com

Bear is walking through the forest, 
minding his own business when 
he comes across another bear. The 

Other bear is different. Soon the two bears 
come across another bear and then another bear and eventually 
find a bear stuck in a tree. The Bears realise that perhaps they 
aren't that different after all and perhaps they could be friends? 
Age 3 years +

We say… A simple tale reinforcing 
inclusivity and friendship, perfect for 
young children starting a new school, 

sure to become a firm favourite.

Pick a Story – 
a Pirate + Alien + 
Jungle Adventure
Sarah Coyle & Adam Walker-Parker 
RRP £7.99 (PB)
www.farshore.co.uk

I Want the Moon 
Frann Preston-Gannon 
RRP £7.99 (PB)
www.bonnierbooks.co.uk

An over-indulged little boy grows into a 
very wealthy man who has everything 
he could possibly want on Earth. There 

is only one thing left that he MUST have - 
the moon he coveted as a child. Plans are drawn, machines 
built and factories sent spluttering into the air. Giant towers 
grow up and up and up. Soon the moon is nearly within the 
man's grasp - but someone else wants it too.  Age 3 years +

We say… A cautionary story about greed 
and wanting the unobtainable.

Y E A R S0-5

Mr. Men Little Miss 
Discover You
Roger Hargreaves
RRP £4.99 (PB)
www.farshore.co.uk
The first four books in 
this series, the Mr Men 
and Little Miss are the 
perfect characters to 
help children understand a bit more 
about their own emotions and how to 
manage them. With engaging questions to encourage 
conversations and some helpful tips from favourite characters 
to help children develop their emotional intelligence.
Age 3 years +

We say… Delightful little books to 
encourage young ones to discuss their 

emotions and feelings.

The Gifts That Grow
Monika Singh Gangotra
RRP £7.99 (PB)
www.owletpress.com
Based on a true story, the 
Gifts That Grow is a tale of 
generational love expressed 
through the importance of 
nurturing our environment for future generations to enjoy, even 
though we may never benefit from its rewards ourselves.
Age 3 years +

We say… An enchanting tale with 
an important message about 
familial love and traditions.

Vincent’s dog, Trouble, has DISAPPEARED and he needs YOUR 
help. Has Trouble been stolen by aliens? Or pilfered by pirates? 
Is she exploring the jungle? It’s up to YOU to decide! Three 
stories in one, with twists and turns, hilarious characters . . . 
and decisions to make on every page.  
Age 3 years +

We say… Three jolly adventures in one… and you decide how the 
story unfolds! Great to keep early readers engaged in the plots!26

https://www.farshore.co.uk/
https://www.macmillan.com/
https://www.farshore.co.uk/
https://www.bonnierbooks.co.uk/
https://www.farshore.co.uk/
https://www.owletpress.com/
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LEARNING ZONES: Art & Design H Physical Development  

STORE CUPBOARD
n  Green and brown card
n  Glittery fun foam shapes –  
 red, gold, white & silver
n  Gold elastic cord
n  Small hole punch
n  Pencil
n  Sticky tape
n  Scissors
n  Glue

STORE CUPBOARD
n  A4 sheet of white card
n  Gold elastic cord
n  Red corrugated card
n  Collage materials -  
   shiny paper, tissue  
   paper & glittery 
    fun foam etc
n Decorations – buttons  
    & plastic jewels
n  Black pen
n  Scissors
n  Glue

1 Take the black pen and a sheet 
of white card. Draw the outline of a 
large bauble onto the card.

2 To make the hanging loop for the 
bauble, cut a length of gold elastic 
cord. Fold it in half then glue the 
loop onto the picture. 

3 Cut out a rectangle of red 
corrugated card for the top of the 
bauble. Glue it in place.

4 Cut the tissue paper, shiny paper 
and glittery fun foam into small 
pieces. Stick the items onto the 
bauble to make a collage.

5 Finish the collage by sticking on 
small buttons and colourful plastic 
jewels to add some extra sparkle!

1 Sketch the outline of a large Christmas tree on 
the sheet of green card. Neatly cut out the shape 
with scissors.

2 Use a small hole punch to make 
evenly spaced holes around the 
edges of the tree. 

3  Take a long length of gold elastic cord. 
Tie a double knot in one end. The child 
can now thread the cord in and out 
of the holes to make the laced 
design. When finished, secure 
the loose cord end on the 
back of the tree with 
sticky tape.

4 Cut out a trunk for the 
Christmas tree from the sheet of 
brown card. Glue it in position.

5 Decorate the tree with glittery fun foam stars. 
Your project is now complete.



29

  

  

  

  

   
 

  

  

  

  

  Glue

n  White and black card
n  Low-tack thin masking tape
n  Paints – in blue and silver
n  Blue and silver plastic jewels
n  Sponge
n  Scissors
n  Glue
n  Paper plate

1 Take the sheet of white card and a pencil. 
Draw the outline of a Christmas stocking on the 
sheet. Neatly cut it out with scissors.

2 The paper plate will be used as a paint palette. 
Squeeze blobs of gold, red and green paint onto 
the plate. 

1 Cover your work surface with newspaper to protect from paint spills. 
Place the sheet of white card on top ready to start painting.

2 Stick strips of masking tape onto the sheet of white card to create the 
snowflake design. 

3 Squeeze some silver and blue paint onto the paper plate. Dip the sponge 
in the paint so that it is lightly coated. Sponge print the paint onto the 
snowflake picture. When finished, set the sheet aside to dry.

4 Carefully peel off the masking tape to reveal the relief picture.

5 Trim down the picture on all sides then mount it onto the sheet of black 
card. 

6 Add the finishing touches to your snowflake picture by sticking on blue 
and silver plastic jewels.

3 Next, take one of the cardboard tubes. Pinch 
the edges to make a triangle shaped tube. 
Repeat this step to make a square tube. Leave 
the third tube as it is, as this will be used to 
print circles. You have now made all three shape 
printers.

4 Dip the shape printers into the paint then 
print onto the large stocking shape to decorate. 
Allow to dry.

5 Take the sheet of red card and cut out a 
semi-circle of card to cover the toe of the 
stocking. Glue in place. Now cut out a red piece 
of card for the stocking top. Stick it in position.

6 Add green fun foam letter stickers to 
the top of the stocking to spell out the 
child’s name.

7 To finish, cut a length of gold 
cord and fold it in half to make 
a loop. Tape to the top of 
the stocking (at the back) to 
secure the hanging loop. 

CHRISTMAS PROJECTS



LEARNING ZONES: Design Technology

STORE CUPBOARD

n  Wooden decoration blanks

n  Scissors

n  PVA glue and glue brush

n  Paints and paintbrush

n  Felt fabric

n  String

%
TEMPLATE

ON PAGE
65

1 Cut out two antlers from brown felt fabric 
and glue them onto the wooden decoration. 

2 Cut out a nose from red felt and glue this 
on too. 

3 Use black paint to add eyes and a smile!

4 Thread a piece of string through the hole 
and tie it in a knot so that the decoration can 
be hung up.

HINTS & TIPSn If you can't get hold of 
wooden decoration blanks, 

use circles of card with a hole punched at the top.
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LEARNING ZONES: Recycling H Art & Design

STORE CUPBOARD:
n  Pencil 
n  Tissue paper
n  A4 white card
n  Coloured card
n  Ruler
n  Sticky tape
n  Glue 
n  Paint
n  Felt 
n  Wool

 
 

 

 

Make your own 
version of a Nordic 

style Christmas 
decoration with 

simple shapes and 
patterns. 

1 To make the angel’s body, curl a piece of A4 white card into a cone shape, tape the 
edge to hold it in place, leaving a 1cm hole at the top of the cone. Trim the end so 
the cone is about 15cm long. 

2 Scrunch up a piece of tissue paper into a tight 4cm ball, press a piece of tape 
over the top to hold the shape. Wrap another piece of tissue paper over the ball to 
cover it then twist the end. 

3 Push the twisted tissue through the hole in the top of the cone with some glue 
around the edge. If the hole is too small cut a bit more off the top. 

4 Glue some wool pieces onto the head for hair, or use twine for a more rustic 
look. To make the hat, draw around a small plate onto red card to make a 
semicircle. Cut it out, curl into a cone then fix the ends with tape. 

5 Fold a piece of A5 card in half for the wings. Draw a wing shape (like 
half a butterfly), cut it out then unfold the card. 

6 Paint a pattern around the edge of the body and wings. Leave to dry. 

7 Glue the wings onto body with a piece of tape to hold them in 
place. 

8 Cut out small paper or felt heart decorations, stick them onto 
the hat and body. Add buttons or other decorations. Draw eyes 
with a felt pen or painted dots. Add a string mouth or use paint. 

DESIGNED BY 
CHARLOTTE STOWELL

CHRISTMAS PROJECTS



1 Fold the sheet of green card neatly in half to 
create a greeting card.

2 Next, cut out a rectangle of tan card to 
measure 14cm x 20cm. Glue it onto the centre 
of the greeting card.

3 Use gold line stickers to decorate the border 
of the greeting card.

4 Cut out three candles for your greeting card 
in: red card, festive patterned card and silver 
corrugated card. Use foam mount pads to stick 
them onto the greeting card.

5 Take a gold line sticker and cut it into three 
short lengths. Add to the greeting card to make 
the candle wicks.

1 Take the A4 sheet of red card and fold in half to make a greeting card.

2 Cut out a rectangle of tan card to measure 14cm x 20cm. Stick it onto the 
card face in a central position.

3 Stand up the greeting card so that it sits on its widest side (landscape 
orientation). Now, cut out three circles (approx. 6cm in diameter) of festive 
paper. Glue them onto the greeting card at differing levels (as pictured).
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  A4 green card
  Coloured card – red, tan,  

 orange and yellow
  Festive patterned card
  Silver corrugated card
  Gold ‘Merry Christmas’  

 stickers
  Gold line stickers
  Self-adhesive foam  

 mount pads
  Scissors and glue

STORE CUPBOARD
n  A4 red card
n  Coloured card – tan and green
n  Silver corrugated card
n  Festive patterned paper
n  Gold elastic cord
n  Gold ‘Happy Christmas’ stickers
n  Self-adhesive foam mount pads
n  Sticky tape 
n  Scissors and glue

6 Now take the orange and yellow card and cut out flames for your candles. When finished, glue 
the orange and yellow parts of each flame together. Use foam mount pads to add a flame to the 
top of each candle.

7 Cut out a small rectangle of red card. It should be a suitable size for the ‘Merry Christmas’ 

DESIGNED BY CLAIRE DRESCHER

4  Cut out three lengths of gold elastic cord for the bauble strings. Use tape 
to secure a length of cord to the top of each bauble. Stretch the other end 
of the cord strings over the spine of the folded greeting card then tape down.

5 Cut three small rectangles of silver corrugated card and glue to the top 
of each bauble.

6 Cut out a 2cm x 6cm rectangle of green card. Stick on the ‘Happy 
Christmas’ stickers. Mount the festive message onto the greeting card (just 
below the baubles) with foam mount pads.
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LEARNING ZONES: Art & Design H Recycling CHRISTMAS PROJECTS

 
 

1 Fold the A4 sheet of white card in half to create 
a greeting card.

2 A mini jumper template is provided for this 
project. Trace the jumper outline onto the sheet 
of red card. Neatly cut it out.

3 Use self-adhesive foam pads to mount the 
red jumper onto the greeting card. Now have fun 
decorating the jumper with a range of decorations 
– including mini buttons, sequins, glittery fun 
foam shapes etc.

  A4 white card
  Coloured card – green,  

 red and tan
  Festive patterned card –  

 green and red
  Gold line stickers
  Gold ‘Best Wishes’  

 stickers (x2)
  Gold corrugated stars
  Gold elastic cord
  Mini hole punch
  Scissors and glue

STORE CUPBOARD
n  A4 white card
n  Coloured card – red, green & tan
n  Green corrugated card
n  Self-adhesive foam mount pads 
n  Decorations – sequins, plastic jewels, glittery foam  
 shapes, mini buttons etc.
n  Gold ‘Happy Christmas’ stickers
n  Gold line stickers
n  Pencil
n  Scissors and glue

3 Now cut out a 7cm x 7cm square of red 
festive patterned card. As before, use scissors 
to round off the corners. Glue onto the greeting 
card, directly above the first present.

4 Use gold line stickers to decorate the 
presents on the card. Overlap the line stickers 
to make a cross on each present

5 To make gift box lids for each present, cut 
out small rectangles of red and green card. 
Round off the corners of the rectangles before 
sticking them in position on the greeting card.

6 Cut out a mini gift tag in tan card. Punch 
a small hole through the top of it. Cut a short 
length of gold elastic card, thread it through 
the newly punched hole then knot the cord 
ends together. Add ‘Best Wishes’ stickers to 
your mini gift tag. Mount onto the greeting card 
with sticky foam pads. It should be positioned 
neatly beside the gift box lid. Repeat this step 
to add the second mini gift tag.

7 To finish, stick gold corrugated star shapes 
onto two corners of your card (as pictured).

%
TEMPLATEON PAGE67

4  Decorate the cuffs of your mini jumper by 
sticking on gold line stickers.

5 Take some green corrugated card and cut out 
four small triangles (one for each corner of the 
greeting card). Glue them in position.

6 Cut out a small rectangle of green card. 
It should be a suitable size for the ‘Happy 
Christmas’ stickers to fit onto. Add the stickers 
onto the rectangle. 

7 Next, mount the green rectangle 
(with Christmas message) onto a slightly 
larger rectangle of tan card. Use foam 
mount pads to stick the completed 
message onto the greeting card (just 
underneath the jumper).



LEARNING ZONES: Art & Design H Recycling  DESIGNED BY EMMA ANGEL

 

  

  

  

  

   
 

  

  

  

7 Glue the white spoons onto the next row. Glue them 
in between the red spoons.

8 Glue on the green spoons in between the white 
spoons.

9 Glue trimmings onto the inside of the green spoons. 
Pom-poms, heart buttons, stars or anything small you 
can find.

10 Make a loop from twine, knot the ends and glue 
to the back of the wreath.
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DESIGNED BY CHARLOTTE STOWELL

CHRISTMAS PROJECTSLEARNING ZONES: Art & Design

1 Tear some small tissue paper strips in 
different colours. 

Brush some glue over a piece of A4 white card 
then then paste the tissue on top. Paste more 
overlapping tissue pieces until the paper is 
covered. Leave to dry. 

STORE CUPBOARD:
n   Pencil 
n   Coloured tissue paper 
n   White card
n   PVA glue 
n  Glue brush
n  Coloured card

2 Make a couple more sheets in the same way 
using different tissue paper colours. Leave to 
dry. 

3 Draw simple Christmas shapes (stars, 
stocking, trees, baubles) on the reverse side of 
the card pieces. Cut them out and glue them 
onto folded card backgrounds. 

4 Use left over tissue paper pattern to cut out 
strips for borders, or cut out pieces to make 
patterns and decorations. 

HINTS & TIPS
n  Make several different tissue colour sheets, 

for example oranges and yellows, shades of 
blue, or reds and pinks.

Or try making one sheet with light colours and 
another with darker colours.



LEARNING ZONES: Art & Design H Recycling
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STORE CUPBOARD

n  Cardboard tube

n  White. brown and dark  
 brown paints

n  Thick paint brush

n  Card

n  Eye stickers

n  Red pom-pom

n  Strong glue

n  Black felt tip pen

n  Scissors

1 

2 Cut 4 legs from thick card.

3 Paint the tube, head and legs brown and 
leave to dry.

4 Paint the chest and hooves light brown and 
leave to dry. Paint the antlers dark brown and 
leave to dry.

5 Fold the head and chest, just behind the 
ears and glue the antlers to the back of the head.

6 Glue the chest to the tube.

7 Glue the tail to the end of the tube. Glue on 
the legs.

8 Stick on the eye stickers and draw on 
eyebrows with a black marker pen.

9 Finally, glue on a pom-pom as a nose.

 

FUN FACTS!
n   Reindeer are also known as 

caribou. They are part of the deer 
family called Cervidae, which also 

includes deer, elk, moose and wapiti.

n   Both male and female reindeer 
have antlers. 
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1 

2 

3  
 

pom-poms for the hats and glue them on too.

4 Finish each snowman with a drawn on happy face.

HINTS & TIPS
n If younger children are cutting out 
the shapes, adapt the templates so 

that the pieces to cut are all along the 
edges of the triangle.

n Display your snowflakes on a wall 
or window to make a 

stunning display!

CHRISTMAS PROJECTSDESIGNED BY KATE TOMPSETTLEARNING ZONES: Art & Design

STORE CUPBOARD

n  White paper

n  Scissors

n  Scraps of coloured  
 paper

n  Hole punch

n  Glue
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1 Cut out two body shapes from the 
brown felt fabric. 

2 Place the shapes together with a folded 
piece of ribbon sandwiched between them 
at the top.

3 Sew all around the edge of the robin.

4 Cut the red tummy shape from felt and 
glue this into place.

5 Cut the white accent shape from felt 
and glue this on too. Finish with a small 
black eye.

STORE CUPBOARD

n  Red, white, black and  
 brown felt fabric

n  Scissors

n  Glue

n  Needle and thread

n  Ribbon

DESIGNED BY KATE TOMPSETTLEARNING ZONES: Art & Design

OTHER IDEAS 

n  Why not find simple outlines 
of other garden birds and make 

a whole flock? 

HINTS & TIPS 

n We've used a simple running stich 
to hold our robin shapes together.

n Practise sewing techniques on an 
offcut of felt beforehand.
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3  

into place.

4 Glue on wiggly eyes.

5 

6 
and glue to the back of the head.

Your kittens in mittens are ready 
to hang.

n  

n  Wiggly eyes

n  Twine or wool

n  Black fine liner pen

n  Red marker pen

n  Pom-poms

n  Strong glue

n  Paper

n  Pins

n  Scissors

 

%
TEMPLATEON PAGE62

CHRISTMAS PROJECTS



OTHER IDEAS 
n  

to make a series of different yarn pictures.
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DESIGNED BY CLAIRE DRESCHER

STORE CUPBOARD

n  Coloured card – in cream and light brown

n  Selection of coloured yarn 
 (or embroidery thread)

n  Pencil

n  Scissors

n  Glue

n  Sticky tape

n  Craft knife and cutting mat

n  

n  Black pen
n  Ruler
n  Laminator
n  

1 Sketch the outline of a large leaf onto the sheet of light brown card.

2 You will need an adult to carry out this step for safety. Place the sheet of 
card (with the leaf outline) on a cutting mat. Use a craft knife to carefully 
cut out the shape. Discard the leaf cut-out as it is not needed. You will be 
left with a leaf frame.

3 Now cut out a square of cream card (it should be slightly larger than the 
leaf on your frame). The child can now have fun wrapping the coloured yarn 
around the square of card to make a colourful design. Use sticky tape to 
secure the loose ends of the yarn.

4 Place the yarn design behind the leaf frame made earlier. Tape or glue it 
in position. Display your Autumn inspired artwork on the wall. 

1 

the sheet.

2 In the table you have just drawn, write out a list of 20 Autumn themed 
items to search for. This could include: an acorn, a yellow leaf, a puddle, 
animal tracks, a feather, a pumpkin, a robin, a pinecone, a spider web etc

3 Laminate the hunt sheet to protect it and make it re-usable.

4 Decorate the hunt sheet with ‘autumn leaf’ glittery foam shapes.

5 Make a hunt sheet for each child. The items on the sheet can be ticked 
off with a felt pen as they are found. 

6 At the end of the hunt, use a damp cloth to wipe clean the sheets 
     so they can be reused again.

LEARNING ZONES: Art & Design

%
TEMPLATEON PAGE65
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Y E A R S5-7
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STORE CUPBOARD
n  1kg pumpkin or butternut squash 
n  2 onions, peeled and chopped
n  3 cloves of garlic
n  500ml vegetable stock
n  Olive oil
n  Salt & pepper
n  2 tablespoons double cream
n  Blender

1 Make sure you select an eating pumpkin for this recipe, rather than a 
carving pumpkin, as these tend to be sweeter. Alternatively, you could use 
butternut squash to give the soup a slightly nuttier flavour.

2 Make sure you have an adult helper for this recipe. Begin by washing 
your hands and putting on an apron. Pre-heat the oven to 200°C (Fan 
180°C).

3 Peel and chop the pumpkin into small chunks (approx. 2.5cm thick). 
Remove the stringy pulp and pumpkin seeds. You could always save the 
seeds for roasting separately as a tasty treat!

4 Place the pumpkin wedges on a baking tray. Drizzle with a little olive oil 
then bake in the oven for about 40 minutes, or until the pumpkin is soft.

5 Place a little oil in a saucepan and set to a low heat. Add the chopped 
onions and garlic cloves (these should be peeled first). Cook until the 
onions are softened.   

6 Add the cooked pumpkin (or squash) to the saucepan. Pour in the stock 
and cook for a further 10 minutes.

7 Blend the soup then season with salt and pepper. Stir through the 
double cream.

8 Serve with crusty bread. Enjoy!

STORE CUPBOARD
n  Cardboard tub
n  Coloured card – in brown & orange
n  Orange & red tissue paper
n  Yellow corrugated card
n  ‘Autumn leaf’ glittery foam shapes
n  Sticky tape
n  Scissors
n  Glue

1 Take the cardboard tub and carefully cut out the base. You will 
be left with a broad tube.

2 Cut a 2.5cm strip of orange card for the windsock handle. Use 
sticky tape to attach it to the top of the tube.

3 Take the orange and red tissue paper and cut it into thin strips. 
You will need to make about 8-10 strips for your windsock. Tape the 
strips around the bottom edge of the tube.

4 Neatly cover the exterior of the tube with brown card. Cut a 2cm 
wide strip of yellow corrugated card and glue it around the top of 
the windsock.

5 Decorate the windsock with ‘autumn leaf’ glittery fun foam 
shapes.

6 Your project is now complete. Either hang your windsock on a 
branch outside or hold it by the handle to make it twist and dance 
in the breeze!



n  Cardboard tube

n White, grey, pink, brown  
 and ochre paints

n Paint brushes

n Thin card

n Fork

n Black marker pen

n Strong glue

n Eye sticker

n Scissors

LEARNING ZONES: Art & Design H Recycling  DESIGNED BY EMMA ANGEL

n Add a small pinecone or a real acorn, foraged from 
the park.

 The red squirrel is one of Britain's favourite mammals.
It's numbers are declining and it is classified as an 

120,000 red squirrels left in the UK.

n The grey squirrel, native to North America, was 
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1 Paint the cardboard tube white and leave 
to dry.

2 Cut out the head, limbs and tail from 
thin card.

3 Paint the parts of the squirrel white, 
leaving the front paw white.

4 Paint the cardboard tube grey, leaving a 
white chest and tummy. Leave to dry.

5 Put white paint on the prongs of a fork 
and drag along the tail with short strokes, 
to give the look of fur.

6 Cut an acorn from card. Paint the top  
     brown and the bottom part of the  
     acorn with ochre paint.

7 Paint the 
insides of the ears 
pink and add a blob 
of pink to the cheek.

8 Glue all the pieces together, so the 
squirrel is sitting up.

9 Add lines to the acorns top and glue 
behind the paw.

10  Add a mouth and nose with black 
marker pen.

11  Stick on an eye sticker or wiggly eye.



STORE CUPBOARD
n  Apple
n  Knife
n  Kitchen towel
n  Paints
n  Paintbrushes
n  Thick card strips
n  White card or thick paper 
n  A4 coloured card   
 background
n  Glue 
n  Scissors 

Y E A R S5-7

1 Cut an apple in half to make a flat shape for 
printing the pumpkins. 

Ask for an adult to help. 

Press the apple onto kitchen towel to absorb any 
excess moisture before printing.

2 Brush plenty of orange paint over the cut 
apple. Press it firmly onto a piece of white paper 
to make a print. Carefully lift the apple off the 
paper then apply more paint to make more prints 
in the same way. 

Use a small piece of curled card to print stalks 
on the pumpkins.

Leave to dry.

3 Cut 2 or 3 long card strips to print a pattern 
onto A4 card for a background. Use a brush to 
apply paint along the card then press down onto 
the paper. You could print a field or grass or make 
another pattern. Use a new card strip for each 
colour. Leave to dry. 

4 Print patterns for the scarecrow onto white 
paper. Print checks or stripes for the clothes with 
card strips. Use small strips to print a hat and 
some straw. Leave to dry. 

5 Cut out the dried pumpkins. Cut out a card 
circle for the scarecrow’s head. Cut the printed 
patterns into the scarecrows clothes. Glue the 
pieces onto the background.

making printed pumpkins!

LEARNING ZONES: Art & Design  DESIGNED BY CHARLOTTE STOWELL

HINTS & TIPS
n  Every print will look different. If a print looks incomplete, leave it as part of the paint effect or if you prefer fill it in with a brush.



STORE CUPBOARD
n  Plastic bag
n  Glass jar 
n  PVA glue
n  White tissue paper

 DESIGNED BY CHARLOTTE STOWELL

1  Cut a strip from a plastic bag, scrunch 
it up then tape it on the flat bottom of a jar 
to make a shallow dome, or use a piece of 
tissue paper taped onto the jar. 

2  Cover the whole jar with a plastic bag, 
pull it tight then tuck the ends inside the 
jar. Fix the bag in place with an elastic 
band. 

3  Tear some white tissue paper strips, or 
use colours if you prefer. 

4  Stand the jar upside down. Brush glue 
all over the bag then stick down the tissue 
strips so they overlap. Brush more glue 
and tissue over the jar to make about 3 

layers. Leave to dry for several hours  
or overnight.44

5 Remove the elastic band then carefully 
pull the tissue ghost off the jar with the bag 
still attached. If it feels stuck, carefully peel 
up the tissue edges then twist the jar to help 
release the bag.

Once the ghost has been lifted off the jar, 
pull the bag out so it can fully dry. Try not to 
squeeze or squash it. 

6  When the tissue has dried, draw a spooky 
face with a marker pen or glue black paper 
cut out shapes for the eyes and mouth. Glue 
tissue pieces on the sides for arms. 

7 To hang the ghost, make a small hole near 
top then thread with string or elastic. Pull 
the string inside the ghost then make a knot 
at the end. 

LEARNING ZONES: Art & Design 

Get ready for Halloween with 
some spooky creations!

n  For a glowing effect the ghost can 
be hung up or placed over an LED tea 

light. Always use safe LED -  
not real candles! 

n Thin areas or gaps on the ghost can 
be patched with extra pieces of tissue 

when the main shape has dried.

n  Glue brush
n  Thin string or elastic
n  Black marker pen or  
 black paper
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These projects have been designed to mark Diwali (Festival of Lights) on 24th October.

DESIGNED BY CLAIRE DRESCHER

n  Small red paper plate
n  Coloured card – in green, orange and yellow
n  Small plastic jewels
n  Scissors
n  Glue

STORE CUPBOARD
n  325g icing sugar
n  350g desiccated coconut
n  397g tin condensed milk
n  Pink food colouring
n  20cm (8 inch) square baking tin

1 Take the sheet of green card and a pair of scissors. Cut out a semi-circle 
of card for the base of your diya (lamp). Decorate it by gluing a row of mini 
jewels across the top.

2 Take the orange and red card and cut out some flames for the lamp. Glue 
the frames to the top of the diya base to complete the lamp.

3 Cut out a rectangle of card then fold it in half to make a stand. Glue the 
completed lamp onto the stand then stick it onto the centre of the paper 
plate.

4 Complete the project by gluing mini plastic jewels around the edge of 
the paper plate. Display your diya decoration on the windowsill to celebrate 
Diwali.

1 Wash your hands and put on an apron. Line the baking tin 
with greaseproof paper.

2 Add the icing sugar and condensed milk to a mixing bowl. 
Stir well. Next, add the desiccated coconut. Mix really well 
to combine the ingredients.

3 Spoon half the mixture into the lined baking tin. Press it 
into the tin firmly with the back of a spoon.  

4 Add a few drops of pink food colouring to the leftover 
coconut mixture in the bowl. Mix through until evenly 
coloured. When ready, spoon the pink coconut mixture over 
the top of the white layer. Use a spoon to press down the 
mixture to make a flat layer.

5 Cover the tin and leave to set in a cool place overnight.

6 Carefully turn out the coconut ice from the tin. Cut into 
approx. 40 squares ready to serve. Your coconut ice sweets 
can be stored in an airtight container for up to 2 weeks.

Diyas are small oil filled lamps which are lit to 
celebrate Diwali. They are traditionally made from 

clay. Follow the steps below to create your own 
paper plate diya decoration.  
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STORE CUPBOARD
n   
 
n  

n  

n  Glue
n  Ruler
n  

n  

n  

STORE CUPBOARD
n  Black card
n  Selection of coloured card
n  Colourful plastic jewels
n  Scissors
n  Glue

1 Take the first sheet of coloured 
card. Cut off a strip (approx. 2cm 
wide) from the long edge of the 
card. This will become the handle 
for your lantern. Set it aside for 
later.

2 Now take the second sheet 
of coloured card. Fold it in half 
lengthwise. Take a pencil and ruler 
and draw a horizontal line 2cm 
from the long edge (opposite the 
fold). This will act as a guideline for 
cutting later on.

1 Trim down the sheet of black card into a square measuring 
21cm x 21cm.

2 Take the coloured card and cut it into a variety of shapes – such as 
triangles, circles, squares, rectangles and teardrop shapes.

3 Arrange the shapes on the black square of card to create your rangoli 
design. When finished, glue everything in place. 

4 Stick on colourful plastic jewels to complete.

Y E A R S7-11

Rangoli is a colourful design made on the floor, usually 
near the entrance to a home to welcome guests. It is 
a Hindu tradition created for special occasions and 

holidays such as Diwali. Rangoli patterns can be made 
using rice, coloured sand and even flower petals.     
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3 Starting from the folded edge, cut a straight line 2cm in from one of 
the short sides. The cut should go all the way up to the horizontal 
line, drawn earlier.

4 Continue to cut more straight lines, at 2cm intervals, 
until you reach the end of the folded sheet. You must 
remember that the horizontal line marks the point to stop 
cutting. This will keep the sheet connected.

5 Carefully unfold the sheet of card. Bend it into a lantern 
shape then staple to hold.

6 Attach the lantern handle (cut out earlier) using the stapler.

7 Glue on small colourful plastic jewels to decorate. 
Place an LED tealight inside the lantern. Set it on the 
windowsill at night and watch it glow!



1 Roll up a sheet of card to make a tube 
and glue or tape it into place.

2 Cut a strip of card and glue each end 
inside one end of the tube to make a handle.

3 Cut lots of leaf shapes from coloured 
paper. Glue them onto the windsock, 
starting from the bottom. (The end without 
the handle.)

4 Keep layering the leaf shapes until the 
windsock is covered.

5 Cut some long strips of tissue paper and 
glue the ends inside the windsock to make a 
fluttering tail!

STORE CUPBOARD

n  Card

n  Scissors

n  PVA glue and glue brush

n  Coloured paper

n  Tissue paper

DESIGNED BY KATE TOMPSETTLEARNING ZONES: Art & Design

OTHER IDEAS 
n  Collect and flatten real leaves 

between heavy books and use these 
instead of paper leaves! 

n  Create an A4 design using only 
leaves, and cover with sticky back 
plastic to make a pretty autumnal 

placemat. 

FURTHER INFORMATION
Go to The Woodland Trust’s website at http://www.naturedetectives.org.uk to download and 

print a leaf identifier sheet, and even a leaf collector bag!

HINTS & TIPS 
n Leave all your natural treasures 
somewhere sheltered for a few days 

beforehand, to allow them to dry out fully.

n Place leaves between sheets 
of kitchen paper and weight them 
down with a few hardback books. 

Leave them like this for a  
few days to allow them to 

dry out thoroughly and stop them 
from curling up!

FUN FACT!n Windsocks are used 

to give an idea of wind speed 

and direction. The wind 
blows through the tube 

and shows how breezy it is!

%
TEMPLATE

ON PAGE
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LEARNING ZONES: Art & Design H Recycling

STORE CUPBOARD
n Coloured card – in green,  
 black & silver
n Jumbo wooden craft stick
n Scissors and glue
n Craft knife and cutting mat

STORE CUPBOARD
n Orange paper plates –  
 large & small
n Coloured card – in black,  
 brown & green
n Scissors & glue

DESIGNED BY CLAIRE DRESCHER

1 A template is provided for this project. Sketch 
the outline of the Frankenstein mask onto the 
sheet of green card. Neatly cut it out.

2 An adult will need to carry out this step for 
safety. Place the green mask you have just cut 
out on a cutting mat. Carefully cut out the two 
eye holes.

3 Cut out some hair for your Frankenstein mask 
in black card. Glue it in place. Cut out a scar 
shape from the leftover black card. Stick it onto 
the mask.

4 Take some silver card and cut out two neck 
bolts for Frankenstein. Glue them onto either 
side of the mask.

5 Glue a jumbo craft stick behind the mask to 
make a handle. When the glue is completely dry, 

try your spooky Frankenstein mask on for 
size!

1 Decide which size orange paper plate to 
use for your pumpkin. Next, take the black 
card and cut out features for the face - 
including a triangular nose and eyes and a 
spooky smile. Glue them in position on the 
paper plate.

2  

3 

pumpkin.

%
TEMPLATEON PAGE66
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STORE CUPBOARD
n A4 black card
n Coloured tissue paper in  
 red, green & orange
n Clear sticky back plastic
n Pencil
n Scissors
n Glue
n Craft knife & cutting mat

STORE CUPBOARD
n Short cardboard tubes
n Wooden craft sticks
n Coloured card – in white,  
 orange and black
n Small googly eyes
n Scissors & glue

1 Take the sheet of black card and a pencil. Sketch out the word ‘BOO’ in 
large chunky letters on the sheet. 

2 An adult is required to carry out this step for safety. Place the sheet 
of card (with the word BOO) onto the cutting mat. Take a craft knife 
and carefully cut out the design. Make sure you save the pieces of 
black card cut out from the letter centres. Your will need these later. 

GHOST PUPPET

1 To make the ghost puppet, take one short 
cardboard tube and neatly cover with white card. 

2 Take a sheet of black card and cut out eyes and 
a mouth for the ghost. Glue in position. 

3 Stick on some googly eyes.

4 Glue (or tape) a wooden craft stick to the 
puppet to make a handle. Make sure the glue is 
completely dry before trying it out!

PUMPKIN PUPPET

1 Take a short cardboard tube and cover it with 
orange card.

2 Cut out facial features for your pumpkin from 
the sheet of black card. Glue everything in place.

3 Follow Step 4 of the instructions above to add 
the puppet handle.

51

3 Place the BOO picture right side facing up. Stick a piece of clear sticky 
back plastic over the top of the sheet (the plastic should overhang the 
edges). Turn over the picture so that it is sticky side up. Stick the centre of 
the letters (saved earlier) in position.

4 Next, cut the coloured tissue paper into small squares. The child can now 
have fun sticking the pre-cut tissue paper squares onto the tacky surface. 
When finished, seal the artwork by sticking another square of clear sticky 
back plastic over the top.

5 Hang your stained-glass BOO picture in a sunny window to light  
up your design!



 DESIGNED BY GREENAPPLE CREATIVE
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Egyptian Museum, Cairo

Tutankhamun. His work was funded by Lord Carnarvon. In 1922 Lord Carnarvon was about to stop funding as no discovery 
had been made, but Carter asked for funding for one final dig. On 4th 
November 1922, one of Howard Carter’s team discovered a stone step in the 
sand, this led to a whole flight of steps and in turn to Tutankhamun’s tomb.

Most of the tombs discovered in Egypt had been robbed hundreds or 
thousands of years before archaeologists found them. But Tutankhamun's 
tomb was sealed and the majority of the belongings that were buried with 
him were still there.

Howard Carter realised that this was a special tomb and he insisted that 
everything was properly documented and photographed before it was 
removed from the tomb, paving the way for many modern archaeological 
practices today.

LEARNING ZONES: Art & Design H Mathematics H History

STORE CUPBOARD:
n  Paper face mask
n  Gold card
n  Gold paint
n  Shiny adhesive   
 paper in blue  
 and red
n  Scissors, tape & glue
n  Permanent blue pen

100 Years ago, Howard Carter discovered the tomb of Tutankhamun in the Valley of the 
Kings, Egypt. Here we have a selection of projects designed to help you learn about this 
fantastic discovery. 

%
TEMPLATE
ON PAGE
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1 Paint the paper face mask gold.

2 Using the templates, cut out 
the head-dress top and sides from 
the gold card.

3 Cut out the neck piece from 
the gold card (a paper plate is the 
perfect size).

4 Cut out the chin beard and 
the snake/vulture shapes from 

the remaining gold card.

5 Cut the shiny blue paper 
into 1cm strips and apply to 

the head-dress top and side pieces.

6 Cut and stick blue and red shiny pieces making the 
eyebrows, the snake and vulture, chin beard and the neck 

pieces.  Add extra gems and gold if you wish.

7 Fix all the pieces to the painted face mask using 
glue and tape (maybe use a stapler to hold the 

various pieces in place).

8 Using the blue permanent pen, draw on the 
eyeliner.
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pyramid shape onto the A3 card.

2 Carefully cut out the shape.

Hieroglyphs are characters used as a system 
of pictorial writing, particularly used on 
ancient Egyptian monuments. Hieroglyphic 
symbols may represent the objects that 
they depict but usually stand for particular 
sounds or groups of sounds.

Hieroglyphic spelling of 
Tutankhamun's name with 

Tutankhamun, ruler of  
Upper Egypt (Heliopolis).

n  Cardboard tubes
n  Paper kitchen roll
n  PVA glue & brush
n  Black felt tip pen

MUMMIES!
STORE CUPBOARD:

n  A3 light brown card
n Pencil & compass

n Scissors & glue  
  or tape

60 Degrees

3 Use the blunt side of the scissors to 
score along the fold lines.

4 Fold your pyramid into shape and stick 
the sides in place as you assemble.

5 Draw some lines to resemble the stones.

%
TEMPLATE
ON PAGE
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Once the size of the base (bottom) of the 
pyramid has been set - stretch a rope to the 
same size as the original base dimension.

Keeping one end of the rope in place draw 
an arc with the other end. See diagram on 
the left.

Repeat this at the other end and the 
arcs should intersect where the tip of the 
triangle should be - this will be an accurate  
60 degree angle.

Here is a quick and easy 
Mummy make - great to 
make for a little brother 
or sister.

1 Take a cardboard tube and draw a 
pair of eyes about a quarter of the way 
down.

2 Tear strips of kitchen paper about 
1cm wide.

3 Using the PVA glue, glue your paper 
strips to the cardboard tubes in a 
random fashion. Leave to dry.

BREAKING THE CODE
Discovered in 1799, the Rosetta Stone was 
the key to understanding how to read 
ancient hieroglyphics. The stone had Greek 
words next to hieroglyphics and another 
Egyptian form of writing. People who read 
Greek could see that the stone writings 
were copies of each other. Many tried but 
it wasn't until 1822 that Jean-François 
Champollion completely deciphered it.

PAST AND PRESENT
Hieroglyphics aren't so different from how 
we read and write. Can you find symbols 
people use today to represent sounds, 
words, or ideas?
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2 While it is still folded, draw a 4cm x 
10cm rectangle on the back in the middle.

3 Cut the vertical lines of the rectangle, 
while the card is still folded, so you cut 
through both sides of the card.

4 Push through both sides of the rectangle, 
to create a box when the card is opened.

5 Draw a Dalmatian dog on white card.

6 Draw on a nose, eye, ear and black spots.

7 Cut out a collar from red card. Glue on 
diamante trim or sequins. Glue to the neck 

of the dog.

8 Draw on paw prints and colour 
them in with a black marker pen.

9 Paint on leaves with orange paint 
to the back wall of the card and leave 
to dry.

10 Glue the dog's legs to the front box.

11 Bend a black pipe cleaner to form the 
lead. Glue it behind the collar and bend it 
behind the top right hand side of the card. 
Cut it to size and glue it into place.

12 Fold the other sheet of yellow card in 
half and glue it behind the main part of the 
card, to give it strength.

%
TEMPLATE
ON PAGE
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A Sukkah shelter is traditionally built in the home or garden, decorated with leaves and 
fruit, as part of Sukkot, a weeklong Jewish holiday from October 9-16, 2022, to celebrate 

n Pencil 
n  Scissors
n Coloured card
n Felt pens
n Glue 
n  Wooden lolly sticks 
n String or wool 

1 Make two sides for the Sukkah shelter by 
gluing lolly sticks together. Wrap string or 
wool around the sticks as decoration. Glue 
the sticks onto an A4 background. 

2 Tie or glue a piece of string onto the 
background so it hangs between the two 
sticks.

3 Draw simple leaves onto green card, cut 
them out, cut the edges into fringes then 
glue onto the background as a roof for the 
Sukkah.

4 Cut out fruit shapes and little leaves 
from coloured card, add patterns with felt 
pens. Glue the fruit and leaves onto the 
background and along the string.

5 Cut out some long coloured card strips 
1cm wide for the lettering. Trim the strips 
into short sections, stick them together then 
leave to dry. Cut out some extra pieces with 
curves for letters P, S and O. Glue the letters 
onto the background. Draw patterns on the 
letters with felt pens.

HINTS & TIPS
n Arrange the letters on the background before  

gluing them down to check they fit

 DESIGNED BY CHARLOTTE STOWELL

LEARNING ZONES: Art & Design H Religious Education 



HINTS & TIPSn Younger children may need to glue the puppets rather than sewing.

 

DESIGNED BY KATE TOMPSETTLEARNING ZONES: Art & Design

 

 

 
up each side to make a tube shape.

4 

STORE CUPBOARD

n  Felt Fabric

n  Scissors

n  Glue

n  Needle and thread
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THE 
FAMOUS FIVE
A NEW MUSICAL
Music & Lyrics by Theo Jamieson, 
Book by Elinor Cook
Based on books by Enid Blyton 

21 October – 12 November
cft.org.uk/schools

SCHOOLS THEATRE DAY
2 November

BESPOKE WORKSHOPS AVAILABLE
Email leap@cft.org.uk for more information

Ages 7+ 
*Terms & conditions apply. Subject to availability.   Enid Blyton & The Famous Five ® Hodder & Stoughton Limited

A fun colour party can be a great ice breaker and help your kids to get to know each other. 
It’s an ideal way to get your children bonding and playing together from the start.

You don’t need to create a formally organised event or run to enjoy our colour powders, 
all you need is an outdoor space and a few excited children (and adults of course)! Just 
give everyone a few bags of colour each and start throwing! And make sure to take a 
camera to record their memories!

Did you know our powders are made from 100% corn starch with food-grade dyes, so 
they are perfectly safe to use? Throwing on each other and in the air is huge fun but face 
painting is great too. The powder washes out of clothes and off outdoor surfaces very 
easily so there’s no reason not to get properly messy.

You can order as little as one bag, so no matter how large or small your event or even 
your private party, you can buy exactly what you need. In the unlikely event of you having 
any unopened bags left they will keep for several years, not that you would want to wait 
that long…..

With our special offer, Creative Steps readers can get
10% off by entering the code CSTEPS10 at checkout.

Order your colour powder today to give your children an experience they will never 
forget! Please visit www.ministryofcolours.co.uk, and don’t forget your discount code!

You can fi nd us online at www.ministryofcolours.co.uk
and @theministryofcolours on Facebook and Instagram

for more information and inspiration.

https://www.ministryofcolours.co.uk/
https://www.ministryofcolours.co.uk/
https://www.instagram.com/theministryofcolours
https://cft.org.uk/schools
mailto:leap@cft.org.uk


 
 
 
 

READING 
CORNER
Great books for growing minds
KEY: HB HARDBACK H PB PAPERBACK H BB BOARD BOOK

Britannica’s Word of the Day
RRP £12.99 (HB)   books.britannica.com 
Become a word virtuoso in just one 
year with 366 crackerjack words aimed 
to impress. This charmingly illustrated 
book features boffo words selected 
by the masterminds at Britannica to 
highlight the best of the English language.  Age 8 years +

We say… Fun illustrations and descriptions 
sure to enthuse even the most reticent 

wordsmiths!

Human Kindness
John Francis 
RRP £14.99 (HB)    
www.whatonearthbooks.com 
Be inspired by incredible stories of 
kindness from around the world, 
and throughout history. Join “the 

Planetwalker”, John Francis, on an 
exploration of kindness, great and small. From the kindness 
John has experienced in his own life, to the history of 
how kindness has helped to shape our laws, morals, and 
communities, read many inspirational stories from around the 
world.  Age 8 years +

We say… Packed with fun facts and 
inspirational quotes, this book reinforces 

the benefits from acts of kindness.

Secrets of the Dead
Matt Ralphs   RRP £12.99 (HB) 
www.nosycrow.com 
From ancient Egyptian mummies 
and European bog bodies to the 
plaster citizens of Pompeii, painted 
people of the Steppe and Japanese 
self-mummifying monks, this book 
reveals what scientists and experts 
have uncovered about our ancestors' lives from the bodies they 
left behind. Find out what these people ate, wore, believed in, 
enjoyed doing and much more.  Age 9 years +

We say… Packed with fun facts 
and illustrations to inspire budding 

archaeologists and historians.

Be the Change: 
Be Kind & Be Calm 
Marcus Sedgwick
RRP £10.99 (PB)
www.summersdale.com

You can choose to make the world a better place and conquer 
your worries. The power is within you! These interactive 
activity books are handbooks on how to use your own voice 
to empower yourself and others to spread kindness or how 
to shut down anxiety with fun and simple ways to calm 
your mind by listening to what your body is telling you. 
Age 9 years +

We say… Perfectly aimed at stimulating 
ideas, whilst offering practical advice and 

solutions for life’s challenges.

Oceanarium Activity 
Loveday Trinick & Teagan White
RRP £9.99 (PB)   www.bonnierbooks.co.uk

Bursting with fascinating facts and puzzles, 
this educational book offers hours of 
entertainment to young artists and animal 
enthusiasts. Beautiful and inspiring, the 
myriad activities in this book challenge the 

reader to learn something new and use their imagination to draw, 
decorate and design on every pull-out page.  Age 5 years +

We say… Dozens of fun ideas to encourage 
learning through creative activities

Marvellous Body 
Jane Wilsher   RRP £14.99 (PB)
www.whatonearthbooks.com

Explore the hidden inner workings of 
the human body, look inside different 
organs and body systems and learn 
about how to look after your physical 
and mental health at the same time. Readers use 
the see-through magic lens to reveal how our bodies function 
and the different body parts hard at work inside us.  Age 7 years +

We say… Ingenious use of a magic lens to 
highlight the inner workings of our bodies 

and inspire young minds!

Hair: From Moptops to 
Mohicans, Afros to Cornrows 
Katja Spitzer
RRP £11.99 (HB) 
www.prestel.com

Colourful illustrations offer an engaging description of a hair 
trend or style and its cultural and historic significance. Filled with 
important history and giggle-inducing facts, this wide-ranging 
book crosses cultures and oceans to offer an important lesson 
about self-expression that will encourage readers of all ages to let 
down their hair, and to let others do the same.  Age 5 years +

We say… A celebration of styles through the ages 
to encourage self-expression and acceptance.

Y E A R S5-11
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SPOOKY SPIDERS GHOULISH GHOSTS

Take a simple item and with a little creative inspiration,
we’ll help you turn it into four exciting projects!

4 Ways with....

NAPKIN RINGS

kitchen roll tubes

HALLOWEEN LANTERNS
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GHOULISH GHOSTS SPOOKY SPIDERS

4 ways with....
kitchen roll tubes

NAPKIN RINGS
1 Cut sections of
cardboard kitchen 
roll tubes to a variety 
of lengths. The length 
of the pieces will
determine the height 
of your lanterns. Ours
measured approx. 
15cm, 8cm plus 
a full length tube.  

2 Paint each section
of tube (inside and out)
in orange paint (we
used acrylic for a shiny
finish). Leave to dry.

3 When dry, take a pair of scissors and cut slits into the
middle section of each piece of tube. Leave a section at the
top and bottom uncut. For the handle, make two holes
opposite each other and thread through a length of orange
pipe cleaner or just snip into the top as shown above.

1 Take a cardboard
kitchen roll tube and
cut it into sections
measuring approx.
4cm in length.

2 Paint each of the
sections (inside and 
out) in black paint
(we used acrylic for 
a shiny finish), and
leave to dry.

3 Using the
templates provided,
transfer the bat and
cat shapes onto
pieces of black card and carefully cut out using scissors. 
Add googly eyes to each shape and a short piece of black
pipe cleaner to the cat, bending it into a curve to make 
a tail. To fix the shapes onto the black napkin rings, use 
small pieces of double-sided tape.

1 Cut sections of
cardboard kitchen roll
tubes to a variety of
lengths. The length 
of the pieces will
determine the size 
of your spiders. Ours
measured approx. 
10cm, 8cm and 6cm. 

2 Paint each of the
sections (inside and 
out) in black paint (we used acrylic for a shiny finish), and
leave to dry. When dry, use a pair of scissors to cut the tubes
into eight sections to make the legs, leaving a section at the
top for the outside of the spider’s body.

3 Add a pair of googly eyes to each spider and
some scrunched up black tissue paper to the inside of each
tube to complete the body. Bend the legs to get your spider 
to look like he is crawling!

1 Take two cardboard
kitchen roll tubes. Cut one
down to approx. 16cm in
height and the other to
approx. 14cm. Using white
paint (we used acrylic),
cover the outside of each
tube and leave to dry.

2 Using the templates
provided, transfer the ghost
shapes onto pieces of thin,
white card. If you want your
ghosts to exactly match 
your tubes, then paint them as well. Leave to dry. 

3 When dry, stick googly eyes onto your ghost bodies and
then turn them over and put a strip of double-sided tape
down the centre of their backs. Peel off the backing tape
and press the ghosts onto the white tubes with their heads
just sticking over the top.  

HALLOWEEN LANTERNS
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Tick the boxes below to enter for as many of the free gifts featured in this issue as you like. Email your entry to 

info@creativesteps.co.uk or fill in the coupon – (photocopies will be accepted) and send to:  

Creative Steps, PO Box 111, Kingsnorth, Ashford, Kent TN23 9DX

Off to the Market ...................... ❏

Peppy Pups ............................. ❏

Paint Pop Creation Station ......❏
Something About a Bear ........... ❏

Supergraph .............................. ❏

Superquesters ......................... ❏

Little Magic Train .................... ❏

Brainstorm - My Very Own Cloud ❏
I Hear You, Ocean/Luminous .... ❏

Hey Clay ................................. ❏

Lamaze ................................... ❏

Rainbow High .......................... ❏

Eduzone .................................. ❏

Learning Resources ................. ❏

Owlet Press Bundle .................. ❏ 

HUE Animation Studio .............. ❏

Pip and Posy Activity Bundle ...❏
Orchard Toys Bundle ................ ❏

Name .............................................................................................................................................................................................

Job title .....................................................................................Organisation (if applicable) ............................................................

Address ..........................................................................................................................................................................................  

................................................................................................................... Postcode ....................................................................

Email .............................................................................................................................................................................................

Ages of children .............................................................................................................................................................................

Closing Date: November 30th 2022

FREE GIFTS COUPON

Please tick this box if you wish to receive further information from Bubbles Publishing Ltd.¨

Please tick this box if you wish to receive further information from third party companies carefully selected by us.¨ 

Prizes subject to availability. Competition open to mainland UK residents only.
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SAVE 25% + FREE digital online edition (worth £12) + FREE Delivery!
More than 250 fun craft ideas for you & your kids to enjoy throughout the year

Get your first issue FREE!  Subscribe today and receive 4 issues for the price of 3!
Only £22.35 per year, including p&p (£29.80 full price)

www.creativesteps.co.uk/subscribe    and use promo code AUT22

Perfect for: n Childminders & Nannies  n Early Years & Primary Teachers 
n Pre-Schools, Playgroups & Nursery Settings n Parents & Grandparents

n Early Years & Primary Teachers n After School & Holiday Clubs n Home Schoolers

creativeAutumn 2021    £5.99

 �	

 ■�	

�	
 �	

�	

�	
�	 �	

�	

HELPING KIDS

LEARN THROUGH

CREATIVE PLAY
Featuring

Winter 2021    £7.45

Winter
Crafts

50+

INSPIRATION FOR YOU...GREAT FUN FOR CHILDREN

INSIDE! n Fairy Fantasy n 

n Seasonal Festivals n Chinese new Year

n Polar animals n art for SenD n Fab Prizes!

HELPING KIDS

LEARN THROUGH

CREATIVE PLAY

Featuring

Winners Announced!

creative
Spring 2021    £5.99

for Young Learners

70+
INSIDE! ■ Mother's Day ■ 

■ Red Nose Day ■ Holi ■ 

■ Fiesta Time! ■ Art Therapy ■ 

HELPING KIDS

LEARN THROUGH

CREATIVE PLAY creative
Summer 2020    £5.99

for Young Explorers

70+

INSPIRATION FOR YOU...GREAT FUN FOR CHILDREN

INSIDE! ■�	Father's Day ■�	Dinosaur Douglas

■�	World Oceans Day ■�	Recycling Projects

■�	Junk Jeeps�	■�	Japanese Textiles ■�	Gandhi

HELPING KIDS
LEARN THROUGH
CREATIVE PLAY

Featuring

4 ISSUES 

FOR THE PRICE 

OF 3!

ONLY£22.35
Per Year!

mailto:info@creativesteps.co.uk
http://www.creativesteps.co.uk/subscribe
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Page 19
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Page 39

4 WAYS WITH
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Page 42
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SIDE PIECES
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TUTANKHAMUN
Page 52
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SNAKE & 
VULTURE
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Page 40

WOODEN 
DECORATIONS
Page 30

LEAF WINDSOCK
Page 48
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FRANKENSTEIN 
EYE MASK
Page 50

FELT ROBINS
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Page 60
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Page 36
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