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WATCH AND

LEARN WITH ALAN 

Don’t miss our

NEW online, live Success

with Veg Masterclass with

Alan, on 26 May, 1pm. Tickets

are £35: discover more and

book at gardenersworld.

com/masterclass

P S . Join us for BBC Gardeners World Live Special Edition, 26-29 Aug
at the NEC. This outdoor version of our live event is perfect for plant
shopping and garden inspiration. Save 10% with code GWR6, see p74.

Keep up to date with us at

Join us…
Discover the Cotswolds

and meet Adam Frost

on our new reader tour.

The highlight is a visit to

Thenford, Michael and

Anne Heseltine’s private

garden. Hurry as places

are limited, see p116.

Season 2 of our podcast 

is completing this

month, with new

episodes from Carol,

Monty and Raymond

Blanc. Find us on Apple,

Spotify and gardeners

world.com/podcast

Discover…
how to make the most of a

tiny plot with our guide to

Small Space Gardening,

a 132-page special. Buy

yours in selected stores

nationwide, or have it

delivered. From £7.99.

gardenersworld.com/

gw-special-editions 

Save…
as you visit gardens

this year with our 2021

2 for 1 Entry Card and

Guide – order yours

for £6.99 by going to

bit.ly/GWMay-gw-MG

More from

Looking to get in touch? Turn to page 166

PINTEREST @GWmag

TWITTER @GWmag

INSTAGRAM @gardenersworldmag

FACEBOOK @GWmagazine

Welcome
While the roller-coaster of frosty
nights and brighter days this spring 
turned every gardener into an
obsessive weather-watcher (or was
that just me?), the warming hug of
June sees our gardens shifting gear.
Summer’s here – and outdoor living 
becomes reality.

So we’ve all you need in this issue 
to help you create a memorable
summer outdoors in your garden.
Discover the homegrown food to
start now and our readymade
recipes for summer pots, plus
creative ideas that’ll make your

garden a place to relax and escape into – whether as a quiet retreat 
or a venue for those longed-for gatherings of family and friends.

The other visitors we’re welcoming as never before is wildlife – and
it’s influencing the way we garden today. Whether new to gardening
or seasoned grower, you’re telling us right now how you’re putting
environment first in your gardening plans. It’s an awakening driven
by becoming closer to nature in the past year, coupled with worries
over climate change. To answer the questions you’ve posed on how 
to do more, we asked Monty to share his experiences of organic
gardening, from the past 30 years, in this issue (catch him on our
podcast, too). We’d love to hear the steps you’re taking to garden
sustainably and make a haven for nature in your garden – so share 
your stories with us, by email or through social media.

Until next time, here’s to alfresco living – and making the most  
of the great (little) outdoors in our back gardens!

Lucy Hall, Editor
@lucyhall_GW
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Editor of the Year: Gardens & Country

Save even more... Subscribe today

at £9.99 for six issues and receive our Small 

Space Gardening special edition worth

£7.99 – plus extra savings and benefits. 

Turn now to page 30.
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 June is bustin’ out all over  

 All over the meadow and the hill

Oscar Hammerstein

June 2021



June
We love

STAR OF THE MONTH

Astrantia ‘Roma’

This is one of the best plants ever invented and
it goes well with lots of summery stuff (roses in
particular). The starry pincushion flowers remind
me of Space Dust – paper packets of sherbet crystals
from years ago that exploded on the tongue, like
eating a handful of sugary firecrackers. There is
no particular logic to this feeling but that’s just the
way it is! The pink flowers keep on rolling for most
of the summer. The only modest problem I have
is that it sulks a bit if it gets too dry. Give it deep,
fertile soil and this plant will be forever happy.

Propagate by dividing plants. Astrantias also come in white and

shades of dark red. Exciting seedheads, so let them stand.

Height x Spread 25cm x 45cm

gardenersworld.com 7
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In Sweden there are more than  

12,000 drinking songs, many of which 
will be enthusiastically rendered by 
Swedes, old and young, during this 
month. Their national day is 6 June, 
but that’s nothing compared to the 
celebration of midsummer. There 
are bonfires, the wearing of floral 
crowns and walking barefoot through 
morning dew (helps you stay healthy 
apparently). Seven types of flowers  
are picked in silence and put under 
the pillows of the romantically 
unattached. There is wild dancing and 
lavish feasts of pickled herring and 
strawberries. Makes Wimbledon seem 
a bit tame, all things considered.
WORDS JAMES ALEXANDER-SINCLAIR 



Use code GW20 for 20% off your next order at 

www.roses.co.uk

01462 420402

A harmonious blend of modern and traditional roses that showcase 
the very best of British rose breeding.

Founded upon our 140 year heritage, this brand new collection encompasses more

than 200 varieties of the finest roses from our dedicated breeding programme.

Introducing The Harkness Rose

Masterpiece Collection®

British Grown

1 8 7 9

O V E R 1 4 0 Y E A R S O F Q U A L I T Y R O S E B R E E D I N G A N D G R O W I N G

HARKNESS ROSES

Award

Winning

Quality

5 Year

Guarantee
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WE DO LIKE TO BE BESIDE THE SEA

Whenever I see this plant I can picture myself
lying in the sun on the close-cropped grass slope

above a particular Scottish bay. Around me are
lichen-daubed rocks, piles of desiccated sheep

poo and little stands of this (sea thrift). It is
always a joy to see something so small thriving
in the face of salty spray and blistering winds.
Plant this in your garden and the seaside will

always be with you. 

Armeria maritima ‘In the Red’

Give it lots of sunshine and good drainage.

Will look great in a rock garden or a shallow

trough. Evergreen. H x S 15cm x 15cm

ORANGE ZEST

I used this plant in a garden I did at the
RHS Chelsea Flower Show over 20 years
ago. Orange was considered unfashionable 
in those days – the trend was for more
pastel colours – so I teamed it with a
purple hardy geranium called ‘Bill Wallis’.
There are three geums I still use a lot, which
come in various degrees of poshness: ‘Mrs
J. Bradshaw’ (red), ‘Lady Stratheden’ (yellow)
and topping the pile is this, the princess.

Geum ‘Prinses Juliana’

Easy to grow. Divide clumps in spring. Said to be 

rabbit resistant. H x S 60cm x 60cm

9gardenersworld.comJune 2021



When it comes to tomatoes, Big Tom gets you big results.

With higher NPK nutrient levels than other tomato feeds,

added wetting agents for faster nutrient absorption and

bio-stimulants – Big Tom is one super food that’s bursting

with benefits, giving you higher yields of juicy, tasty, fruit. 

Try it and see.  

 
 

  

 
 

gardenhealth.com



WOODLAND WONDERS

I visited a garden the other day that has

a whole walk given over to these lilies – all

grown from seed and thriving in the shady edge 

of a band of trees. They have been sowing

martagon lily seeds for 20 years and it looks

amazing. So exotic and so easy to do – provided

you are patient, as it will be about four years

between sowing seeds and the first fowers! 

Lilium ‘Russian Morning’
Sow seeds when ripe or plant bulbs in autumn.

Fine in part shade. Keep an eye out for scarlet- 

shelled lily beetles. H x S 100cm x 30cm

11gardenersworld.comJune 2021
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JUMBLE OF JOY

This glorious salmagundi of wildfowers
(the ragged robin), bulbs (the allium) and
herbaceous perennials (the geum) makes a
fabulous fummery of fowers, a mishmash
of meadow, a jumble of joy, a patchwork of 
petals and a farrago of foliage. 

Lychnis flos-cuculi
Ragged robin is a classic meadow and wild verge

flower. Excellent for damp soils and around pond 

edges. H x S 75cm x 70cm

Allium hollandicum ‘Purple Sensation’
Plant bulbs in autumn. Good in borders or in long 

grass. Leaves can be messy. Split clumps in 

autumn. H x S 100cm x 10cm 

Geum ‘Totally Tangerine’
With regular deadheading it will flower for most  

of the summer. Excellent for a hit of pep.  

H x S 60cm x 50cm

HOT SPOTS

Everybody, no matter their age or
temperament, loves a poppy. Especially
this one, which is so like a papery ladybird
it’s hard to resist. Bright petals as red as
raspberry juice on a clean linen sheet and big
black spots like dripped ink. It’s the perfect
annual to fill a gap in a border or to scatter
around the stony margins of your garden.
No trouble to grow and always cheerful.

Papaver commutatum
Scatter seeds in spring and thin seedlings if too

crowded. If stressed (especially in droughts),

may become mildewy. H x S 50cm x 10cm

We June
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£
1L

£1̆50
30cm

lots

wins

little

of

4 for

£
£2 eac

£5
downpipe
plant pot

All products subject to availability.Online delivery charges may apply.

over 400 stores nationwide search for us on www.wilko.com



ROBOTIC 

Mowers. 

By stihl. 

ƒ
iMOW® takes care of your lawn so you 

don’t have to.

The iMOW® robotic mower mows and cares for your lawn

at the same time so you will always have a well-maintained

and great-looking lawn without any effort. It’s installed by

STIHL Approved Dealers and set up specifically for your

garden. iMOW® shreds the grass clippings finely whilst

mowing, which then fall back onto the lawn as a natural,

and nutrient rich, fertiliser. Not only does this provide vital

nourishment to help the growth of a lush and healthy lawn,

it also means there are no clippings to collect or dispose

of. Once the work is done or the battery needs charging,

iMOW® automatically returns to its docking station. And

because iMOW® works so quickly and at times that suit

you, you will never be left waiting to enjoy your lawn!

Find out more about iMOW® at  

imow.co.uk
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Penstemons, choisya,

ferns and hebe are

among the plants

creating this dazzling

chromatic composition
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With so many colours in our fabulous

plant world, I challenged myself to find one

to represent every colour of the rainbow,  

just in time for Pride month!

I echoed the rainbow motif with curved

planting, and set it off against a jet black

container (elho.com, £99) that has wheels, 

making it easy to move about and brighten 

different parts of the garden.

I planted in waves, from red, orange and

yellow to green, blue and then purple, and had

fun seeking out exact shades for the blue and

violet. Dense planting creates instant impact

and most perennials will continue to flower 

through the summer. At the end of the

season, you can transplant them into 

borders so the rainbow lives on.

For lots more container ideas, see

Love your summer pots, on p57.

Plants supplied by perrywood.co.uk

15gardenersworld.comJune 2021
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‘Indian Prince’
Rich-orange flowers with chestnut 

backs, the unfurled petals reveal a dark 

eye. Height x Spread 60cm x 45cm

‘Porcupine’
Fully double, bright-orange flowers, 

their tube-like petals create a spikey 

look. Also in yellow. H x S 45cm x 30cm

‘Orange Flash’
Not orange, but a delicate, soft peach, 

with dark petal backs and a dark eye. 

Lovely in a vase. H x S 45cm x 30cm

Power Daisy Series
Three early-flowering varieties (orange 

and yellow shades) blooming for months 

and good foliage. H x S 40cm x 40cm
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Calendulas

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Seed sowing

Flowering



‘Snow Princess’
Creamy-white flowers with yellow and

chocolate-coloured eyes. Long stems,

perfect for cutting. H x S 50cm x 30cm

Calendulas are intriguing plants. Often called

pot marigolds, because they were once grown in

pots for their medicinal and culinary use, their

Latin name, Calendula officinalis, confirms this –

‘officinalis’ denotes plants used in medicine or

cooking. But this cheerful hardy annual flower is

also known as the English marigold, having been

grown in English gardens since at least 955 – yes

955, not 1955. And although plants have escaped

from gardens and established themselves in the

countryside since the middle of the 19th century,

this is not a native English, or even British, wildflower

– in fact, the English marigold is thought to have

been created in gardens as it has no natural wild

home, so it’s not native anywhere.

For most of their time in gardens, English

marigolds had single or semi-double flowers

in orange and yellow. ‘Indian Prince’, with dark

chestnut backs to every orange petal, marked a

change, then came paler flowers with dark backs

and bicoloured forms, then almost white and

now peachy tones. Heights were also shrunken,

but this reduced the flowering period.

We also have a new type derived from hybridising

familiar varieties of English marigold with rare, wild,

slightly shrubby types from Southern Europe.

Known as the Power Daisy Series, with no self-sown

seedlings, these flower from March until autumn.

I’ve grown them, so I can guarantee it.

These fast-growing blooms will fill

your pots and borders with colour

until late autumn, says Graham Rice

Calendulas

M Position Best in full sun and happy in any

reasonable soil. Thin to 15cm, then 30cm.

M Care Mainly hardy annuals, so sow where they’re

to flower in spring, or in autumn to overwinter for

earlier flowers. Pinch out taller varieties when 25cm

tall to encourage prolific growth. Deadhead regularly

to keep the plants flowering. Power Daisy Series does

not need deadheading and is disease resistant.

M Where to buy chilternseeds.co.uk, 01491 824675;

plantsofdistinction.co.uk, 01449 721720;

thompson-morgan.com, 0333 400 0033

Expert ’s
choice

VISIT gardenersworld.com/grow-
calendula for more tips and expert  
advice on how to grow marigolds

gardenersworld.comJune 2021 17
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15 FREE Allium 
‘Purple Sensation’
with every order of oriental poppies

gardenersworld.com18

For Poppy Collection and order details, see opposite page rare | unusual | exciting

WORTH  

£12

Treat yourself to our poppy collection 
opposite and receive 15 free bulbs of 
Allium ‘Purple Sensation’. These giant 
purple spheres of colour will add 
dimension to your garden, seeming to 
almost magically hover on upright stems 
throughout May and June. Perfect paired 
with poppies in a mixed border and in 
cut flower arrangements. Supplied as 
bulbs, delivery from September. 
Height x Spread 100cm x 10cm 
Flowers May-June



Terms & Conditions: Offer closes 30 June 2021. Poppies supplied as bare roots, delivery from September 2021. Free Allium bulbs will automatically be added to your order. Please note your contract for supply
of goods is with Hayloft, Manor Farm, Pensham, Worcs WR103HB. Full T&Cs available on request. All items are subject to availability. All orders will receive an order acknowledgement. We may send Hayloft
gardening catalogues and emails in the future. If you prefer not to receive them, please call 01386 562999. Occasionally the advertised delivery date may change, however, this will be clearly stated on your order
confirmation. Offer available to UK addresses only. Reader offer cannot be used in conjunction with any other promotions or discounts.

✁

CODE DESCRIPTION PRICE QTY TOTAL

20POP3

20POP6

Oriental Poppy Collection x 3 (1 of each)

Oriental Poppy Collection x 6 (2 of each) SAVE £12

£18

£24

FREE ALLIUM ‘PURPLE SENSATION’ x 15

with every order
FREE 1 FREE

P&P £4.95 1 £4.95

GRAND TOTAL £

Cut out this order form and post orders to: GardenersÕ World Reader Offer, PO BOX 2020, Pershore, WR10 9BP

Title Initial Surname

Address

Postcode

Tel Email
‡

I enclose a cheque/PO for £ made payable to Hayloft with my

name and address on the back (do not send stamps or cash)

Or charge my Visa  Mastercard 

Card number

Start date / Expiry date / Card security code 

Signature Date

(Last 3 digits printed on signature strip)

offer

BBC Gardeners‘ World Magazine (published by Immediate Media Co. Ltd.) would like to send you special offers and promotions. You can unsubscribe at any time – for details of how to do this, please see our
privacy policy, which can be viewed at immediate.co.uk/privacy-policy. Please tick here if you would like to receive these . BBC Gardeners‘ World Magazine is published by Immediate Media Co. Ltd. on behalf
of BBC Studios (the commercial arm of the BBC). We would like to send you brand-related promotions, content and offers from BBC Studios. Your information will be used in accordance with the BBC Studios
privacy policy, which can be viewed at www.bbcstudios.com/privacy. ‡ Please tick here if you would like to hear from us by email .

Call 01386 426 245 (quote code ROGW21-20)

www.hayloft.co.uk/ROGW rare | unusual | exciting

offer

Your poppy collection:

June 2020 gardenersworld.com 19

Code: ROGW21-20 rare | unusual | exciting

H x S 1m x 60cm

F May-June

H x S 60cm x 50cm

F May-July

H x S 90cm x 50cm

F May-July

Pre-order for 
September 

delivery

ORIENTAL POPPY COLLECTION Oriental poppies are the 

stars of early summer borders. Large, vibrant, crinkled, 

tissue-paper-like blooms will give a cheerful display from late 

spring to early summer, followed by attractive seedheads. 

These herbaceous perennials also make excellent cut 

flowers. Supplied as bare roots from September.

3 plants (1 of each) £18 PLUS 15 FREE ALLIUMS

6 plants (2 of each) £24 SAVE £12 PLUS 15 FREE ALLIUMS

Papaver ‘Beauty of Livermere’ Papaver ‘Royal Wedding’ Papaver ‘Prinzessin Victoria Louise’





MONTY ON TV Catch up with Monty and the rest of the Gardeners’ World team every Friday throughout June,

at 9pm (8.30pm on 25 June). And hear him discuss organic gardening in our podcasts at gardenersworld.com/podcast 

Cult statuesque to an art that demands dedication,

says – who admit ’s not beyond a spot of cheating

A few weeks ago I bought eight pre-grown

yew domes for the Cottage Garden. They look

terrific and were hard-earned money well spent.

While not huge, they are 10 years old, and have

the solidity and density that only age can bring.

But I feel that I have cheated a little. It is like

dipping a toe into a make-over, with its instant

gardening territory. I can rationalise that – after

all, I have happily bought 18 largish Irish yews for

the Herb Garden in recent years, as well as large

olive and citrus trees for the Paradise Garden.

I can also justify it in terms of design in the same

way that we build steps or lay paths. The yew

domes exist to add form, now that the box

hedges have been removed, to supply structural

rhythm, especially in the winter months – but the

truth is I could have easily grown them myself.

My topiary Nigel has been grown, trained and

clipped from three leftover yew plants that were

bought for the yew hedge along the bottom of

the Jewel Garden. The process has been as

much fun as the result, which, I am the first to 

admit, is at best passable. The good news is that

any living plant can be reshaped – especially so

yew and box – but the bad news is topiary either

looks good or it does not. Mediocre topiary is

bad topiary. This slightly puts a damper on

anyone lacking in experience or confidence.

Over the years, I have grown a lot of topiary

and now have 40-odd box cones, 18 very large

yew cones and a few box balls, while in the

pre-box blight past we had 64 large box mounds

occupying what is now the Herb Garden that I

was inordinately fond and proud of. I grew all of

these from cuttings or leftover hedging plants.

To make them look good takes not so much skill

as it does patience and a modicum of diligence

with an annual clip. Although we don’t film them,

I occasionally post pictures of our yew cones

online and people respond with the assumption

that they take a huge amount of time and skill

to achieve their monumental finish. But, in fact,  

I have only ever cut them once a year and

otherwise left them alone. Once grown, topiary 

gives maximum effect for minimum work.

When you raise your topiary from cuttings

you are embuing them with a kind of virtue that 

mitigates the result. Plants propagated and

raised by oneself are a bit like homemade bread

and are seen to be morally better than those

bought off the shelf, even if they are a bit dodgy.

By and large, I endorse this. The process is the

real thing, not some arbritrary end result as

though all gardening was an extension of the 

Chelsea Flower Show.

But you don’t get points for effort with topiary.

This is because topiary is one of the very few

things in a garden that can be fixed and frozen

at a finite point. All gardens grow and flow but,

subject to an annual trim, topiary can remain

statuesque for decades, if not hundreds of years.

Maybe that is part of its satisfaction, being one

of the few aspects of a garden – along with a

lawn – that can be regularly and reliably bought 

to heel, and literally cut down to size.

I remember on my first visit to Levens Hall in

Cumbria, about 30 years ago, asking the Head

Gardener how long it would take to regrow the

extraordinary range of huge topiary pieces to

their current dimensions and being amazed

when he said “about 30 years”. I had expected

it to be at least three times that much. But what

looked monumentally aged was in fact the result

of constant suppression. By regularly cutting off

growth, you deny a tree of photosynthesis and

limit the growth of the roots – and, therefore,

the resulting foliar growth. Keep clipping and you

have a virtuous circle. However, leave topiary 

uncut for a few years and the growth will

become exponentially strong and ragged.

I have been taking yew cuttings from the

moment that I realised box blight was not going

to be a passing problem and now have hundreds

of young yew plants. So why did I not use these

to start the process of creating the yew domes

just as I had done with Topiary Nigel? Because,

dear reader, I could. I did not need the homespun

virtue of making it myself as much as I did the

gratification of having the plants delivered and

planted all in the same afternoon. Sometimes

indulging in a quick fix is exactly what is needed 

for garden and gardener alike.

Sometimes indulging

in a quick fix is exactly  

what is needed
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Allotment legislation

differs throughout the UK

I’m feeling really chuffed with

myself! I’ve opened every pack of

seed you’ve sent to subscribers,

bought some myself and got on

and sowed. Seeds of Summer

(April issue) was perfectly timed 

to reassure me that I was

on the right track with all I was doing.

It’s true what Monty and the team say, you

don’t need flashy seed-sowing kits, posh pots

or greenhouses. I’ve used old pots, clingfilm

and even an old shower cap to cover the

compost. I can’t express enough how uplifting,

good for your wellbeing and rewarding it is, and

the best is yet to come as summer approaches!

Elizabeth Williamson, Hertford
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Have your say, Gardeners’ World Magazine, Vineyard House, 44 Brook Green, London W6 7BT or email letters@gardenersworld.com 

and you could win a prize. Letters or emails submitted may be edited for publication. Prizes sent to UK addresses only.

Write to us at

ACROSS 1 Raspberry 7 Eria 8 Bulbs 9 Oil 10 Leaf 11 Scillas 13 Sweet 14 Wisteria 17 Tilth 20 Ocimum 21 Opuntia 22 Knot 23 Oryza 24 Ash

DOWN 1 Ribes 2 Salvias 3 Basil 4 Roots 5 Yellow 6 Filament 12 Agrimony 13 Satsuma 15 Incana 16 Tomato 18 Lutea 19 Heath 

The view from ur side of the fence

Have our say
Enjoy the positives

Seeds of success

Heart of the matter Weed burner warning

Thumbs up to The Full Monty (May issue) – as a

healthcare professional for 43 years, I suddenly

had a heart attack. Like Monty says, I then had

to consider my own mortality and came to the

conclusion that it’s a case of not so much what

you’ll miss but, for the majority of the working 

population, what you never had a chance  

to thoroughly enjoy.

So, my advice is, along your busy journey

of life, do not forget to put a reminder in your

diary to stop and infuse yourself with nature. 

As Monty states, often the most simple 

scenarios are some of the best.

Georgina Isaac, Essex

Two years ago, we became the victims of the

weed burner. Our conifer hedge caught fire, the

blaze charred our whole garden, then spread

to our house, leaving us homeless for almost

a year – our garden has still not recovered.

It only took an hour to destroy our world, but

we survived to tell this tale and raise awareness 

about the danger of using weed burners.

In inexperienced hands, these

devices can destroy more than

weeds. So, ditch your weed

burner, gardening friends,  

and spread the word.

Audrey Smith, by email 

I’d like to thank Alan Titchmarsh for his

reassuring message in the May issue (Tales From

Titchmarsh). The garden does indeed “try to get

away from you”, and I was overwhelmed and

stressed by the sudden acceleration of jobs and

tasks to complete as spring started to unfurl.

Lockdown restrictions and retirement have

enabled me to spend more time in the garden. 

Feeling frustrated was detracting from my

enjoyment of watching plants grow. Alan was

clear that the garden will never be finished. It

is an ever-changing process, so I will enjoy the

successes and not worry about what does not

get done – there are always more years to enjoy.

Kinta Beaver, Lancashire

Your article about proposed increases in

allotment rents (Clippings, May issue) does

not take into account the different situation

in Scotland. Over many years, plot holders

in Scotland put pressure on the Scottish

Government to update and replace all the

existing allotment legislation, some of which 

dated back to the 19th century.

In 2015, the legislation was changed. There 

were four significant changes: in future,

if councils wish to close an allotment site,

they need permission from the Scottish

Government, which will only be granted if

sufficient replacement plots to meet local

demand are available and that they are of the

same standard as those being lost; there is no

danger of councils reducing the size of plots

on offer as everyone is entitled to a 250m2;

rents must be calculated in a fair, transparent

manner reflecting the services being offered;

councils must keep centralised waiting lists

and take reasonable steps to make sure that

no one waits longer than five years for a plot.

Jenny Mollison, retired Secretary

of the Scottish Allotments and

Gardens Society, by email

I am an allotment holder in Dunnington,

a small village near York. Your news story in

May’s Clippings caught my attention as we’re

currently in dispute with our parish council

about a 333 per cent price increase on our

allotment that’s coming into effect next year. 

We are only a small village and the

allotments have an incredibly basic

infrastructure, so this news has caused an

enormous amount of upset. Plot holders

range from the elderly and disabled to young,

single parents trying to do their best for their 

families. I have been told that allotments

should fall under the ‘leisure amenity’

category, in the same way play parks do,

and be there for the good of the community.

They are certainly (and legally) not to profit

from, so it’s heartbreaking to hear that our

troubles in this subject are not isolated.

Graham Brooks, York

The plot thickens

Each letter will receive a Kärcher Rain Box 

starter set for watering, 

worth £78.49. 

To view

Kärcher’s full

range of products,

visit kaercher.com

This month’s prizes

22

We June



Selected stores and lines. Subject to availability. Photography for illustrative purposes.

3 for

£5
Across selected perennials,
climbers, herbs and 10 pack

summer bedding plants

£2 each
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Gardeners across the country are facing

emptying shelves at garden centres and ‘sold

out’ straplines on websites as supply chains

crack due to a perfect storm of Covid-related 

shortages and record high demand.

Gardeners have bought more than twice

as much spring bedding this year, and 189 per 

cent more perennials, shrubs and trees.  

Sales of garden furniture,

barbecues and outdoor heaters

have soared by 255 per cent.

But growers are struggling

to keep up. Roses, clematis and

fruit trees are particularly hard

hit, as plants take over a year to

produce, and Covid-related staff shortages last

year meant growers couldn’t produce as much

stock as usual. Paul Constantine, of David Austin

Roses, says they’re 230,000 roses short and

have had to limit the number of garden centres

they supply to. “We’re not making excuses here

– we can’t just produce more,” he says. “We’ve

never been in a position where we’ve had to

say to customers we can’t get roses to you  

as quickly, or with the usual range.”

Bedding plant producers ran out of plants

two weeks early this spring, then struggled  

Find out if the monster weed dubbed

‘Britain’s most dangerous plant’ grows

in your area using an online map of

all known locations of giant hogweed

(Heracleum mantegazzianum). With

sap that causes nasty blisters and

burns, this plant grows to over 3m tall

and has white flat-topped flowerheads.

“It’s a really dangerous plant and we

want to make it more obvious where

it is,” says Richard Fletcher, whose

website WhatShed? hosts the map, as

well as providing identification tips. If

you think you’ve found giant hogweed,

government advice is not to go near it.

View the map and report sightings at

whatshed.co.uk/giant-hogweed-map

Clippings Our roundup of the
month’s latest gardening                
news and views

‘Most dangerous 
plant’ mapped

A ground-breaking study has found

that daily gardening is as good as

regular exercise for mental wellbeing,

and suggests that the more often

you garden, the greater the benefits.

Research by the RHS, in collaboration

with the University of Sheffield and

University of Virginia, found that

people who garden every day had

wellbeing scores 6.6 per cent higher

and stress levels 4.2 per cent lower

than those who didn’t garden at all.

Lead author, Dr Lauriane Chalmin-

Pui, says; “Gardening every day has the

same positive impact on wellbeing as

regular vigorous exercise like running.” 

Gardening is good
for body and mind

Perfect storm leads to shortages

Gardeners
bought 189 per cent

more perennials,
shrubs and trees

Growers and garden centres are struggling to meet surging demand for plants and garden furniture

to pot up summer plants after a global plastic

shortage meant that demand for PPE left little

over for plant pots. Larger goods like fencing

and garden furniture have also been caught

up in shipping hold-ups. Aylett Nurseries in  

St Albans, Hertfordshire, had an empty

showroom this spring until three shipping

containers arrived in April – four months late.

Director Adam Wigglesworth

expects to sell out again almost 

straight away. “Everyone is

trying their best, but customers 

seem to have an insatiable

appetite for their gardens

at the moment,” he says.

Boyd Douglas-Davies, president of the

Horticultural Trades Association, says gardeners

need to be flexible. “Come to the garden centre

with a project in mind but not a shopping list, 

and ask what they’ve got,” he says.

Yorkshire-based garden designer Jack

Wallington advises shopping around. “I’m going

to five or six small specialist nurseries instead of

one large supplier,” he says. “And get temporary

garden furniture or borrow from a relative just

for this summer. It might not be perfect but it

will do while you wait for the ones you want.” 
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Lockdown has switched us on to

nature, with 94 per cent of us listening 

more to birdsong and 83 per cent

watching bees and butterflies,

according to the University of Cumbria.

That’s brought huge benefits for our

mental health, and a new campaign

by Butterfly Conservation, Nurture for

Nature, is encouraging us to carry on

even after lockdown lifts. “By helping

yourself through nature, you’re helping

butterflies and moths too,” says TV  

GP and Butterfly Conservation

ambassador Dr Amir Khan. 

Nurture yourself
through nature

This summer the Government will be asking gardeners for their

opinions on peat in potting compost. A public consultation will

explore ways to bring forward the current deadline of 2030 for

the gardening industry to go entirely peat-free, says Environment

Minister Rebecca Pow. “We’ll look at all the findings, ultimately

with a view to legislating to potentially bring about a ban,” she 

told the RHS’s gardening podcast.

UK gardeners get through about two million cubic metres of

peat a year. But peat extraction contributes to climate change

and the Government says that restoring peatland is ‘crucial’  

to achieving net zero carbon emissions by 2050.

Neil Bragg, chair of compost manufacturers’ group the

Growing Media Association, welcomes the announcement

but says all issues must be taken into consideration. “Where

are the materials to replace peat going to come from, for

example?” he asks. But Sally Morgan, who runs social media

campaign Peat Free April, says voluntary measures won’t 

work. “Only a ban will focus attention,” she says.

Gardeners ‘will have a say’  
on peat in horticulture

Head gardeners caring for some of our best-loved gardens – from

Sissinghurst in Kent to Nunnington Hall in North Yorkshire – share their

gardening wisdom in a new book, based on questions asked by visitors.

The National Trust School of Gardening, by Rebecca Bevan, costs £20.

Back to school

Check your chestnuts
Coventry University needs your help to map all the sweet chestnut trees in the

UK, so they can monitor signs of oriental chestnut gall wasp – a newly arrived

pest that disfigures and weakens trees. Register on the Check a Sweet Chestnut

website at bit.ly/chestnut-check, then log your local trees via the Treezilla app. 

Get gardening tips from

National Trust experts

at properties such as

Mottisfont in Hampshire
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KNOTWEED NOT DETERRED

This year’s cold, dry spring may

help Japanese knotweed thrive,

experts have warned. This

invasive plant is very hardy and

is likely to come back even

stronger. bit.ly/2021knotweed

VISIT SCOTTISH GARDENS

To mark its 90th year, Scotland’s

Gardens Scheme has added 70

new gardens to visit, as well as

150 virtual garden tours and ‘how

to’ videos by garden owners.

bit.ly/YouTubeSGScheme

PUT POLLINATORS FIRST

In our March survey, 70 per cent of

readers knew that hoverflies are

pollinators, but only 42 per cent

realised other flies could be too.

Enter our June survey for the

chance to win a £50 John Lewis

voucher. bit.ly/pollinators-june

 News in brief

1

2

3

4

5

SEE RHS SCIENCE IN ACTION

The first science hub dedicated

entirely to researching gardens

and gardening opens to visitors

on 24 June at Hilltop, in the

Royal Horticultural Society’s

garden at Wisley, Surrey.

NEW COUNTRYSIDE CODE

As more people than ever are

visiting the countryside, new

guidelines have been published

to help us all enjoy it in a safe 

and respectful way.

bit.ly/CountrysideCode2021

JJ Chalmers is a television presenter and

Invictus Games medallist who last year

took part in BBC One’s Strictly Come

Dancing. He was badly injured in a bomb

blast in Afghanistan in 2011 while serving

as a Royal Marine. Recently he revealed

his love of nature with viewers in the

Easter Special of Gardeners’ World.

Your involvement in the Invictus Games

alongside Prince Harry, Duke of Sussex,

did great things for sport. Do we need  

to get you both doing an allotment 

challenge to boost gardening?

Yeah, you’re probably right! Growing up he was

surrounded by nice gardens, and California has

some stunning green spaces and vineyards – 

I’ll find out if he likes gardening…

How did the blast in Afghanistan

affect you and your gardening?

For want of a better word, it bludgeoned me.

I lost two fingers and almost every part of my

body from my knees up sustained some form of

damage. I had to start again with a new body

that I had to learn to use. On cold days I can’t

garden as my hands seize up. I also struggle to

do things like sowing seeds, but that’s where my

young daughter comes in. The other thing is

the instability and pain, particularly in my right

elbow. I can dig a hole, lift and shift things, but

I know I’ll pay for it at the end of the day in both

pain and long-term damage. But as I want to do

these things, I won’t let the difficulties stop me.

Did you have horticultural therapy

when you were having rehabilitation?

Yes, there was a greenhouse and garden at

Headley Court Hospital, and it was part of

what I did. Everything was in raised beds so

you could reach from a wheelchair. Some of 

my rehab was even just being outside and 

walking round the beautiful grounds.

Do you think gardening can offer a

mental health benefit to young men?

For men under 50, suicide is the biggest killer.

And when we look at the Second World War

generation, for example, these were guys that

came home and one of the first things they did

was get an allotment. It gives you a place to

clear your head, have time to yourself or deal

with something. And I think gardens and green 

spaces are perfect for that, giving us head

space but also the chance to do something

physical. And while resilience was a skill I learnt

in the Royal Marines, it really started with my

granny, working in her garden in Ayrshire.

You’ve said that excellence, integrity,

self-discipline and humility are values

learnt by commandos – what values do

you think people can learn as gardeners? 

Simplicity from being part of nature,

responsibility from having your own patch to

look after, and knowing the value of a hard

day’s work. At the end of the day your back

creaks but your gin and tonic tastes all the

sweeter. The best stories in my life have never

started with “Oh, remember when the weather 

was perfect and everything went to plan?”

 Watch JJ Chalmers on Gardeners’ World at

bit.ly/GW-Easter-Special and catch him on our

podcast soon at gardenersworld.com/podcast

My gardening world 
JJ Chalmers

JJ Chalmers at home in his garden

You can now take a online quiz to find out if your

garden offers a warm welcome for hedgehogs or if

there’s more you could do to help them. Hedgehog

Street’s Garden Challenge rates your garden on its

hedgehog pulling power, with features such as

compost heaps, long grass and wildflowers 

scoring highly, while slug pellets and 

pesticides lose points.

Hedgehog numbers have fallen by 50 per

cent in rural areas and by 30 per cent in

cities this century, and hedgehogs are now

listed as vulnerable to extinction. “Gardens

are a really good resource for hedgehogs,” says

Hedgehog Officer Grace Johnson. “They’re mosaic

habitats, and hedgehogs like all sorts of gardens,

of all different sizes.” Go to bit.ly/hedgehog-quiz

Hedgehog haven or hazard?
Carol Klein embarks on another tour of some

of the country’s most remarkable gardens

in a new series of Great British Gardens:

Season by Season. In each episode, she

explores an inspiring garden through the

year – destinations include Arundel Castle 

Gardens, Beth Chatto 

Gardens and

Bressingham Gardens.

Watch Great British

Gardens: Season by

Season on Channel 5

this summer. You can

also watch Carol’s

Spring Garden on

catch-up at my5.tv.

Carol goes on tour
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Sow your FREE seeds
Sow your cornflowers and zinnias now for blooms this summer

This month sees the 

culmination of our  

Six Months of Seeds 

giveaway, in which 

subscribers have 

enjoyed a double 

pack of seeds each 

month since January. 

Like you, they 

received zinnia and 

cornflower seeds this 

month, plus extra

subscriber-only

offers and content.

But the seed-sowing

journey isn’t over yet

– far from it. Use the

guide here to get the

best from your zinnia

and cornflower seeds,

and we’d love you

to share your seed-

sowing results with

us – send us your

pics via the usual

contacts on p166 or

use #mygardeners

world on your social

media. We’ll share our

favourites online and

may even publish

some in the magazine.

1
Pour multi-purpose compost

into a small pot. Gently tamp

it level about 1cm below the rim

to leave room for watering.

1
Prepare the bed where you’re

going to sow your seeds by

weeding it completely, then lightly

forking and levelling the surface.

Growing your zinnias
Sowing seeds

Sowing seeds

Growing your cornflowers

Subscriber CLUB
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2
Place the seeds about 3cm 

apart on the surface. Cover 

lightly with compost, ideally using  

a sieve to remove any lumps.

2 Make short, shallow drills to 

sow into. By sowing into drills 

you can identify weed seedlings 

growing outside the rows.

3 Water using a small watering 

can with a rose, so the seeds are 

not dislodged. Place in a warm spot 

and keep the compost just moist.

3
Space the seeds along the  

drills about 5cm apart, then 

cover lightly with soil. Water in  

to start germination.

@GWmag@GWmag@gardenersworldmag @GWmagazineDon’t forget to tag us in your pics using the following: 
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1Gather your seedlings, some

slightly larger pots, fresh multi-

purpose compost and a dibber.

Fill one new pot with compost.

1Water during dry spells as the

seeds germinate and seedlings

grow. Protect from slugs and snails,

and weed the bed regularly.

2Holding a seedling by a leaf,

use the dibber to lever it out of

the compost, bringing all the roots

with it. Firm in and water gently.

2Thin out the seedlings gradually

as they grow, removing the

weaker ones, until they’re spaced

about 20cm apart.

Pricking out

Seedling care

Subscriber CLUB FREE SEEDS

gardenersworld.com

WATCH subscriber-only expert video
guides to get the best results from your
seeds: gardenersworld.com/six-months

You can also use your phone

to scan the QR code on the

back of each seed packet

for easy access to our

Six Months of Seeds

gardening advice and offers.

Free seeds available in UK mainland only*

Find out more

Looking for extra advice and 

inspiration to hone your gardening 

skills? Check out our series of  

132-page guides. Throughout 

2021, we’ll publish six special 

editions that will help you hone 

your skills and inspire you  

to unleash your creativity.   

The collection includes  

Grow Your Own, Creative 

Containers and out this month 

Small Space Gardening. The 

guides are available to buy in 

shops or online. For more details, 

go to gardenersworld.com/

gw-special-editions

BBC Gardeners’  
World Magazine 

Guides
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Get creative in your garden with tips and ideas from our guides

In partnership with  
Mr Fothergill’s 
mr-fothergills.co.uk
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 I would like to subscribe by Direct Debit, paying £9.99 every 6 issues and receive

the Small Space Gardening guide†

For ImmediateMediaCoLondonLtd

officialuseonly. A/Cno

Instructionstoyourbankor
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DirectDebit.Originator’s
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Rewards pages and
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Exclusive
money-saving offers,

FREE delivery

Secret Garden

sharing extra content in every copy

competitions discounts and free seeds

direcy to your door

5
Subscriber 
events
and opportunities 
to meet the 
magazine’s experts

access, a special Subscriber-only area  
of gardenersworld.com

Experience more as a BBC Gardeners’ World 

Magazine Subscriber Club member with:

30 gardenersworld.com
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The organic 
gardener is not a 
heavy lifter but a fine 
tuner, responding to 
what is happening as
much as dictating it   
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monty’s garden

Water is a vital 

source of life for 

creatures in a 

garden that is run 

by organic 

methods, as 

Longmeadow is 

 and why you should give it a go 

Nature’s 
way 

PHOTOS JASON INGRAM
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I n many ways, being an organic 

gardener is easy. For a start, you  

stop doing things. You do not use 

herbicides, pesticides or fungicides, and 

you do not feed plants or soil with 

chemical fertilisers. You focus on soil 

health, make good compost, plant with  

– rather than against – the prevailing 

conditions and let the garden find its  

own centre of balance, which, by and 

large, it will do without your help. 

I have gardened organically for the past 

30 years and doing so was, in many ways, 

the least line of resistance. I hated using 

chemicals and got rid of them all with a 

huge sigh of relief. But organic gardening  

is much more than just not using chemicals. 

It is, above all, a process of working with 

nature rather than fighting it. 

To start with, we need a little context. 

Britain was the first country to 

industrialise, and by the early years of the 

19th century we had a large population 

living and working in cities, often in 

appalling conditions. At the same time, 

we were fighting wars and expanding our 

Empire. While our food imports grew from 

these new colonies, our home production 

did not really increase right up to World 

War Two, with agriculture in decline  

from the 1870s to the 1940s.

The German U-boat blockade of 1940 

changed all that by catastrophically 

limiting our imported food supplies – so 

millions of acres of meadow were ploughed 

up and chemical fertilisers were poured 

onto the land. This process of increasing 

yield with the bludgeon of nitrogen in 

particular steadily increased from the 

1950s to 1980s. Every incentive was given  

to produce quantity above quality. 

Thousands of miles of hedgerow were 

ripped out to make fields bigger and every 

possible ‘pest’ – insects, birds, mammals  

– destroyed in the name of protecting the 

harvest. Monocultures took over from 

mixed farming. The results were bigger 

crops per acre, more money for farmers 

and the burgeoning food industry, plus 

cheaper food for the consumer – and an 

ecological, environmental apocalypse, the 

effects of which are becoming increasingly 

apparent. There are no free lunches. 

Our cheap, industrially produced food  

is costing us the Earth.

Britain’s farmland birds have more than 

halved since 1970. This means that their 

natural predation, on insects such as 

wasps, beetles and flies, has been radically 

reduced, so damage from these has 

increased – therefore, farmers use more 

pesticides. It is a vicious circle. 

While this was taking place in our 

agricultural countryside, gardens were 

seen as a measure of man’s control over 

nature. Good gardening involved 

conquering and subduing nature 

so that it would not spoil a lovely 

garden. Much has changed since  

I committed to gardening 

organically around 30 years ago. It is

no longer seen as a sub-hippy, airy-

fairy cult but is now mainline, down-to-

earth practice. Growing organically, 

whether on thousands of agricultural 

hectares or a small back garden, is based on 

a belief that the health of the natural world 

is umbilically bound to human health  

and well-being. Above all, it is about 

establishing a balance where growth 

matches a sustainable source of water and 

nutrients, where pests have predators – and, 

by the same token, predators have a supply 

of pests to hand. For example, if you want 

birds, beetles, hedgehogs and toads to eat 

your slugs, then you must have some slugs 

at all times to attract these predators into 

your garden. Any absolute clear-out will 

always be temporary and then you will have 

to slowly attract suitable predators while 

your garden is being devastated. 

A healthy balance
The organic gardener is not a heavy lifter 

but a fine tuner, responding to what is 

happening as much as dictating it. Healthy 

gardens – just like healthy gardeners – are 

sustainably so, rather than propped up by 

various cocktails of medicines. They heal 

themselves as part of their natural growth. 

A healthy garden is not, however, one that 

is miraculously free of problems. Slugs, 

fungi, viruses, weather damage and insect 

attack are all inevitable, to an extent.  

But a well-run organic garden will be 

constantly righting imbalances, adjusting, 

calibrating and healing itself without 

lurching from crisis to crisis. 

The basic principles of good husbandry 

will see you through most garden 

situations. Look after your soil with plenty 

of home-made compost. Have a rich plant 

diversity, and provide lots of cover for a 

wide range of birds, insects, reptiles and 

mammals. Encourage as many insect 

predators as possible by planting insect-

attractant plants. 

Water of some kind always improves the 

health of a garden. Do not overfeed or water 

plants, but let them grow at a rate that your 

soil and the weather can sustain. The 

healthiest plant is not necessarily the 

biggest or most bountiful, but the one that 

has best adapted to its given situation. 

Learn from every self-sown escapee 

popping up around the garden. It is

teaching you where it wants to be.

I know it can be confusing to judge

how far you allow the natural world

to do its thing, and the inevitable 

control that a gardener exercises. 

Any garden is unnatural. There is no

Choose a
 rich diversity

 of plants

Provide cover 
for wildlife and 
encourage their 

food sources
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The basic principles of good

husbandry will see you through

most garden situations

ABOVE In the Grass 

Borders, poppies, 

ox-eye daisies, 

fennel, meadow rue, 

euphorbia, geranium 

roses and Stipa 

‘Golden Oats’ attract 

a wide range of 

insects – valuable 

food sources  

for wildlife

LEFT A naturalised 

grass pathway runs 

through the meadow 

in the Orchard, 

where apple trees 

provide shelter for 

birds, insects and 

small mammals

RIGHT Monty 

regularly turns his 

compost heap,  

which consists of 

kitchen and garden 

waste material

monty’s garden

Look after  
soil with  

home-made  
compost
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LISTEN to Monty 
describe how he
gardens organically in
our new magazine
podcast – on Apple,
Spotify or at gardenersworld.com/podcast

Catch Monty and the rest
of the team on Gardeners’

World, everyFriday. See TV 
listings for times. 

Monty on TV

Monty live

See Monty at Gardeners’
World Live Special Editon,
from 26-29 August 2021 at
Birmingham NEC. See p74

‘rewilding’ to be done in a garden. Gardens

are a mutual relationship between man and

nature – topiary, symmetry, clipped hedges,

formal rills and fountains, even mown

lawns, are all consistent with an organic

garden that works hand in hand with the

natural world. It is not so much what you

do but how you do it that is significant.

So by all means have a mown lawn but

also have long grass to encourage insects.

Cut your hedges but do not do so when birds

are nesting. Hand weed and hoe rather than

spraying with weedkiller. Stop being

retentively tidy and allow a little chaos into

your back yard. Stop trying to force plants

that do not want to share your given space –

Mediterranean plants in wet heavy clay or 

hostas in underwatered, underfed,

undersized pots – and go with the flow.

Provide cover, and lots of it, in the shape

of shrubs, hedges, trees, long grass and

patches of leaves and sticks, for birds,

mammals and insects to safely set up

home. Accept that slugs and snails will eat

some of your plants, but also know that

healthy plants tend not to be touched.

Do not overfeed anything, as it will result

in short-term, unsustainable growth that

will, in turn, be especially attractive to any

predators. Aphids always go for juicy new

shoots just as slugs and snails like tender,

young (or damaged) leaves best. I would,

in fact, strongly advise against feeding

anything except long-term plantings in 

containers or as a temporary boost 

to ailing plants. Also feed the

minimum amount necessary to

establish health. Note I say ‘health’

rather than maximum size, colour or

produce. The healthiest plants are not 

always the biggest.

Accept a level of predation and disease. 

Show gardens, where every plant is

immaculate, are all fine and dandy at

Chelsea but are not reality. If the garden is

fundamentally healthy and beautiful, then 

tolerate and welcome life with all its

inevitable wrinkles and flaws, rather than a 

fantasy of what it might be.

If you are in the process of turning

organic after years of using chemicals, you

must be patient. During that transition

period – which can take two to three years

– there may well be radical imbalances that

seem disastrous. Hang on in there. It will

right itself. It is all part of the process of

rectifying the seesaw imbalance of a

garden run via chemical intervention.

Finally, there is some urgency. Industrial

agriculture has caused huge damage to the 

environment and ecosystems, much of

which is permanent. Gardens have become,

by default, a vital repository of insect, bird, 

mammal and plant life for species that

even in my lifetime were abundant in the 

countryside at large. Gardens are as

important to the natural world as

rainforests, oceans or ice caps. We are

honour-bound to look after them and try to

leave the world a better place than we found

it – and this, above all else, is at the heart of

gardening organically. Take a horticultural

Hippocratic oath of ‘doing no harm’ and

you will almost certainly do most good

for your garden and the natural world. 

NEXT MONTH  Monty shows how to get more plants for free by collecting seed and taking cuttings

Add water to
the garden – a

pond is best

Avoid
overfeeding or
overwatering 

plants

ABOVE A pond in the

garden is wonderful 

for wildlife, but

keep on top

of blanketweed  

to maintain

water quality

LEFT For the

healthiest results,

Monty feeds and

waters only those

areas that need

regular care, such

as the veg garden

and containers

Gardens are a mutual relationship 

between man and nature

monty’s garden
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 Good-natured, 
easy-to-please 
favourites have 
to be at the heart 
of any planting 
scheme 



no-fuss favourites

Hardy geraniums  

are great easy-care 

choices, flowering for 

months on end in  

sun or light shade

June 2021     

Trusty 
treasures

Some plants really earn their keep, flowering  
generously and reliably but asking little in return.  
Carol shows you her must-have border stalwarts

39gardenersworld.com
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Astrantia major

Just like people, some plants need 

careful cosseting, while others are 

born survivors. To deal with plants, 

particularly perennials – and they’re so 

much more straightforward than people  

– every bed and border needs its stalwarts. 

Good-natured, easy-to-please favourites 

have to be at the heart of any planting 

scheme. Not only do they make few 

demands of us gardeners, but in many  

cases also provide colour and interest for 

months on end – and go on making their 

contribution year after year.

Relying on such plants means we can 

spend more time enjoying and appreciating, 

and less in endless staking and preening. 

Many of them contribute healthy foliage 

and sustained flowering, and often offer 

other assets such as flowers packed with 

nectar and seedheads beloved by birds.  

On top of all this, many have a charisma 

that belies their steadfastness.

The recent popularity of low-maintenance 

gardening was based on the assumption 

that leisure time would be spent relaxing in 

our gardens rather than tending them, and 

to that end the concepts of ground-cover 

plants and borders that needed the 

minimum of work and time became the  

way to go. Priorities are changing though, 

and although many of us are very busy  

and may have little time to devote to our 

gardens, we increasingly recognise that 

gardens and gardening are good for our 

soul. The more we can interact with nature 

through our gardens, the better we can  

cope – and the more we can relax, even 

when working on our plots.

Environmental benefits
Especially during the past year or so, it has 

become more and more evident just how 

important our green spaces are. We’re  

more aware of the worth of our gardens  

in a wider context. Using plants that  

Campanula latifolia Aster × frikartii ‘Mönch’
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no-fuss favourites

Astrantia major
Hattie’s pincushion and melancholy

gentleman are two names for this

quaint yet highly desirable perennial.

Provided you can give it what it

needs – reasonably good soil that

doesn’t dry out – it will reward you

with masses of starry flowers with

a circlet of papery bracts. These

persist and catch the seeds. No

need to deadhead, but more

flowers will come if you do.

Flowers June-Aug

Height x Spread 30cm x 45cm

Campanula latifolia
A British native that grows on

shady banks and is particularly

prevalent in northern England and

Scotland. On its tall straight stems,

the upward-facing buds gradually

hang down as they open into big

bells of blue, white or sometimes

palest lilac-grey, depending on the

variety. It makes a strong vertical

statement, needs no support and

lasts several years. You can grow

more from collected seeds, but take

care not to lose them as they readily

fall through holes in the pods.

F July-Aug H x S 1.5m x 50cm

Aster × frikartii ‘Mönch’
Indispensable isn’t a description

to be bandied about, but in this

case it’s exactly right. This

wonderful autumn aster is the

perfect plant in so many situations,

with impeccable deportment,

producing its pristine blue daisies

over several months. As easy

going and reliable as any plant

could be, its credentials are

faultless – strong, healthy yet

breathtakingly beautiful.

F Aug-Oct H x S 70cm x 45cm

Geranium psilostemon
The great majority of hardy 

geraniums fall into the category  

of straightforward, easy-care 

plants, but this one combines  

that benefit with another more 

important quality – pure pizazz.  

In a year or two, in any reasonable 

soil, it will make a substantial 

clump of fresh green leaves, from 

which rise stems bearing vivid 

magenta, dark-eyed flowers,  

all without any help.

F June-Aug H x S 1.2 x 1.2m

Rudbeckia fulgida  
deamii
This rudbeckia is the epitome of joy 

and optimism in late summer and 

autumn. Glorious golden daisies on 

branching wiry stems are followed 

by black, bobbly seedheads that 

persist into winter – unless 

consumed by birds! It needs no 

maintenance or support, although 

will benefit from a thick, organic 

mulch. Divide clumps occasionally 

to make more plants.

F Aug-Oct H x S 60cm x 45cm

Rodgersia pinnata
‘Superba’
Its bold hand-shaped leaves make

this a go-to plant when you’re

looking for splendid foliage. Its

leaves are deep crimson when

emerging, turning green in

summer, then colouring up once

again in autumn. They have a shiny,

puckered texture, as if they’ve

been polished or lacquered, and

make a superb foil for the tall

heads of fluffy flowers. A very

long-lived, reliable perennial, ideal

in partial shade and damp soil.

F July-Aug H x S 1.2m x 100cm

Geranium psilostemon

Rudbeckia fulgida deamii

can fend for themselves gives us broader 

opportunities to engage with our plants, 

rather than indulging the whims of less  

self-reliant individuals. 

Although there’s room for every kind  

of taste and preference, and decidedly no 

right or wrong when it comes to choosing 

what kind of plants to grow, gardeners are 

leaning far more towards herbaceous 

perennials, shrubs, trees, climbers and 

bulbs that will go on with the minimum of 

fuss, year after year. 

Nowadays we’re more interested in 

sustainability and the effect our gardening 

practices will have on the environment. 

Bedding plants need to be replaced every 

year. They need heat and warmth to get 

them going and sustain that growth until 

they can tolerate outdoor conditions. 

Many are grown in hanging baskets, 

containers and bedding displays, all 

needing energy, resources and loads  

of water. It’s indisputable that growing 

stalwart perennials is more planet 

friendly, making them my first choice 

every time. Raise your plants from seed, 

where you can, and when buying, support 

nurseries and garden centres that 

propagate on the premises or buy in 

locally, and that practise sustainable 

methods. This way, you’re choosing  

plants with the lightest carbon footprint.  

Initially our stalwarts need the same 

painstaking preparation we would  

give any plant. Soil preparation is all 

important, but plants of this kind are  

by definition hardy and self-reliant and 

will get on with it. 

 It’s indisputable  

that growing stalwart 

perennials is more  

planet friendly 

Rodgersia pinnata ‘Superba’

Carol’s easy-going picks
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no-fuss favourites

NEXT MONTH Carol chooses her plants for weather extremes

On TV Catch Carol and the
rest of the Gardeners’ World

team every Friday at 9pm 
(8pm on 25 June). 

Catch up with Carol

It’s an enjoyable challenge to choose 

plants that fulfil these criteria and

put them together in creative ways

that help us express ourselves, too.

Fortunately there are plants for every

sort of situation that fit the stalwart

scenario, because the majority of these 

plants are tough individuals.

At Glebe Cottage, we follow the same

practices in the shady areas of the garden

too, where bulbs, perennials and shrubs

are chosen for their longevity as well as

their beauty. In most cases they form

clumps, self-seed or spread, making a

long-term contribution to places under

the trees. Hellebores may continue for

decades, wood anemones, woodruff, 

bluebells and snowdrops will colonise,

creating swathes of colour with little  

or no input from us.

Easy-going shrubs
Shrub roses, including old roses, and

especially the English Roses, need very

little attention compared with hybrid teas

or even floribundas, but play an important

part in many gardens. An occasional prune 

to remove dead, damaged and diseased

wood and to keep the rose true to its nature 

is all that’s needed, plus an occasional

organic liquid feed and a good mulch.

The same is true for many of the easy-

going shrubs that do sterling work as the

backbone of our gardens – hydrangeas,  

lilac, buddleia and viburnums are all easy,

free-flowering and important for insects. 

All these stalwart plants are the

foundations of successful planting

schemes, glorious in their own right but

also allowing us to add less permanent

plants – annuals, biennials and bulbs – for

extra pizazz when our gardens need it. 

Euphorbia epithymoides
What grand plants euphorbias are,

and what a versatile family too.

Some are specialists, preferring

damp ground or dry situations,

but this one, previously known as

E. polychroma, is a great all-rounder.

In winter it dies back to the ground

but is up early in the spring and at

the height of its spectacular lime-

green show by the end of April.

Later the bracts become greener

but keep their structure for months.

F April-May H x S 40cm x 60cm

Pimpinella major ‘Rosea’
Many umbellifers (members of

the carrot family, Apiaceae), are

fleeting – biennials or annuals

grown from seed – but this pink-

flowered version of a UK native

often goes on for many years.

It couldn’t be more appealing yet

is very straightforward, thriving

happily in a sunny border but

equally at home in dappled shade.

As an added bonus it will often

self-seed and always puts itself  

in just the right place.

F May-June H x S 1.2m x 60cm

Knautia macedonica
A light-hearted but long-flowering

plant needing little care beyond

putting it in the right place –

anywhere sunny – and ensuring

it has decent drainage. A long

parade of crimson pincushions,

followed by pretty spherical

seedheads, both decorative and

bird-friendly, if you don’t deadhead. 

It will continue to flower and

produce seeds simultaneously

right through to late autumn.

F June-Oct H x S 80cm x 40cm

Lunaria rediviva
Who doesn’t love honesty, with its

purple or white flowers followed

by silvery lunar seed pod? Well,

this perennial form has all the

charm of its shorter-lived cousin

but is long lived and to my mind

even more desirable. Its leaves

are heart-shaped with toothed

edges and its four-petalled flowers 

are a delicate shade of palest

lilac. These are followed by flat,

pointed seed pods, like shiny 

translucent paper.

F May-June H x S 75cm x 30cm
Lunaria rediviva

Knautia macedonica

Pimpinella major ‘Rosea’Euphorbia epithymoides
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Great British Dogs, sponsored by WinalotÆ, 
is paying tribute to the ways in which our canine 
companions help us to appreciate nature

Paws for 
FHOHEUD̼LRQ

Meet some 

Teddy
ìWatching him bound around and explore 

with such energy and relentless enthusiasm 

just makes me so happy. Heís always so 

determined to catch a bird, but he hasnít 

yet grasped the fact he canít fly!î 

Stuart ñ South West England

Jester
ìJesterís help in the garden 

involves digging, pulling 

trailing plants, plus collecting 

and dispersing fallen apples.î

Barbara ñ South West England  

Charlie
ìOver lockdown, Charlie 

has encouraged me to 

get outdoors and to start 

growing my own vegetables. 

He loves it, as he gets fed 

fresh peas, peppers, and other 

scrumptious home grown produce as a treat 

when we are gardening.î 

Karen ñ East Midlands

W
ith warmer weather and the 

promise of a fresh start just around 

the corner, we all have a lot to look 

forward to. Whether youíre planning on 

spending your summer afternoons strolling 

around landscaped gardens, drawing 

horticultural inspiration from the countryís 

many beauty spots or simply admiring your own 

green space as it blooms into colour, this sunny 

season is bursting with opportunities to get 

outdoors and spend quality time with your 

loved ones ñ including your dog. 

No one enjoys a breath of fresh air ñ or the 

chance to dig up a new flowerbed ñ as much as 

our four-legged friends. Indeed, as many of the 

stories on GreatBritishDogs.co.uk reveal, our 

nature-loving pups often inspire us to spend more 

time outside, which can be a great way to boost 

both your physical and mental wellbeing. 

Natureís reviving properties have helped us 

all immensely over the past few months, 

and no one knows this better than the 

Great British Dogs site readers. Theyíve 

shared some incredible tales about how daily 

dog walks have enriched their lives, from 

motivating them to exercise more frequently to 

encouraging them to make new friends at the 

park. And now, with the prospect of brighter 

days and new adventures on the horizon, itís the 

perfect moment to celebrate all the ways your 

pup has helped you, by sharing your story with 

Great British Dogs. 

:KDW✰V�\RXU�VWRU\"
Maybe your dog likes to lend a paw with the 

weeding, or perhaps you love how curious 

they are about the wildlife in your outdoor 

space. Whatever your canine companion gets 

up to in the garden, Great British Dogs wants 

to hear how your pup has inspired you to enjoy 

nature ñ and donít forget to send an adorable 

photo with your story! 

Your submission could be featured online and 

even in the magazine. Whatís more, if your story 

is showcased on the website, youíll be in with the 

chance of winning some incredible dog-themed 

prizes that your furry friend will adore, including 

some WinalotÆ pouches. 

Tell us why your dog should 
feature on *UHDW%ULWLVK'RJV�FR�XN
Share your dog story and it could feature on the website ñ 
you could even ZLQ�VRPH�DPD]LQJ�GRJ�WKHPHG�SUL]HV�



ìWeíre quite an active 

family, and these 

dogs can walk up to 

eight miles, so itís 

JUHDW�WR�JR�DQG�ð�QG�

a woodland walk and 

get away from it all. 

Our dogs just make 

everything special.î

LAUREN STEADMAN

Team GB Paralympian and 

Great British Dogs ambassador

Team GB Paralympian 

Lauren Steadman loves 

spending time outdoors 

with her dog Meric Belle

)HHGLQJ�JUHDWQHVV
VLQFH�����

WinalotÆ believes dogs are our 

everyday heroes. Thatís why for more 

than 90 years, it has been feeding the 

greatness in dogs, with simple, 

wholesome and nutritious meals 

that keep them healthy 

and happy.



gardenersworld.com46 June 2021    

P
H

O
T
O

: 
S

A
R

A
H

 C
U

T
T
L
E

Runner beans are  

easy to grow and  

will fill a small space 

with pretty blooms 

followed by  

bountiful crops
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alan’s easy veg

Make the most of limited time by following  
Alan’s quick and simple growing advice

 Spend what time you 

have wisely to avoid waste 

and maximise your efforts 

into producing a steady 

supply of fresh vegetables 

throughout the year 

Easy veg  
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O f course, you could argue that

there’s no point in growing veg

at all if you want to save time.

It’s rather like being a fisherman when the

idea of standing on a riverbank holds little

appeal. Why not just buy your veg and have

done with it? Heaven forbid! No, the thing to

do is to spend what time you have wisely,

to avoid waste and maximise your efforts

into producing a steady supply of fresh

vegetables throughout the year, even if that

amounts to nothing more than a few salads

on your windowsill. To grow veg well, and

to enjoy the experience, there are a few

basic guidelines that will make life easier.

The first might seem really obvious, but 

it is surprising how many of us when

thumbing through seed catalogues, or

browsing websites, or working our way

through those tempting racks of seeds at

the garden centre, decide to buy too much.

We buy a packet of every crop thinking

that we really ought to grow it when, if we

paused to think about it, we would realise 

that actually no-one in the household

actually likes sprouts/radishes/turnips or

whatever it might be. So, right at the start,

rule out any crops that will simply go to

waste. Obvious? Oh yes, but still a frequent 

failing. After all, the packets are so  

colourful and so tempting…

Pace yourself
Then there is the weather factor. On that

first warm day in March or April, resist the

temptation to rush out to your veg patch

and sow a 20ft row of absolutely everything.

Yes, you might collapse in a chair feeling

virtuous for having got the whole lot in (and

your back muscles will appreciate that hot

bath), but then will come the gardening

equivalent of spinning plates on sticks –

chasing your tail and struggling in vain to

prevent crops running to seed or crowding

one another out for the rest of the summer. 

You’ll be a slave to your veg patch if you 

overdo it and much will go to waste.

Successional sowings are the solution,

especially with quick-maturing crops such

as lettuces, radishes and spring onions.

Unless you keep rabbits, or have 10 children 

who demand salads three times a day

between May and September, pace yourself.

Sow a metre-long row every 10 days. That

way, you will have lettuces and radishes

maturing over a longer period of time and

they will be eaten when they are young and 

tender, rather than old and rubbery.
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Make the most of

vertical spaces

by growing

cordon tomatoes

From the start, rule

out any crops that will

go to waste. Obvious, but 

still a frequent failing 



UPGRADE
YOUR

EVERYDAY

HUSQVARNA AUTOMOWER® & BATTERY SERIES

Husqvarna Automower® cuts your grass 24/7 and gives you the perfect lawn, autonomously and
effortlessly. No matter how large or complex your lawn is, Automower® is ready to take on the job, 
giving you more free time to do the things that matter.

One charge – a hundred different projects. Husqvarna Battery Series provides reliable performance, 
precision and flexibility, whilst allowing you to work in a pleasant emission-free and low-noise 
environment. Push a button & go.

*105 & 305 MODELS ONLY, FOR A LIMITED PERIOD. VISIT WWW.HUSQVARNA.COM/UK FOR MORE DETAILS. COPYRIGHT © 2021 HUSQVARNA AB (PUBL). ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. 

£100 OFF
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When it comes to cabbages, cauliflowers

and sprouts, there are so many seeds in

a packet that it is tempting to overdo it.

I actually asked Mrs T how many red

cabbages she wanted this summer. The

answer? Six. Up until April we were still

enjoying the red cabbage she cooked and

froze last year. It is delicious, but we will

now happily wait until this year’s crop

matures. Even when crops stand well,

you’ll get fed up if you are forced to eat 

them all summer long.

Regular watering
Try to keep your vegetables growing evenly 

and without check; that way they will

remain tasty and tender rather than

running to seed prematurely thanks to

a check to their growth, or else stopping

growing altogether. The key to success here

lies in irrigation – giving your veg plants a

good watering in dry weather. But you need

to anticipate their needs. Don’t wait until

they are already dry at the roots. Weather

forecasts are so much more accurate than

they used to be and when a prolonged dry

spell is forecast, give the earth around the 

plants a really good soak before your  

crops are under stress.

Lawns and established plants are not

a priority where watering is concerned:

fruit and vegetables most certainly are.

Vegetables growing in containers are even 

■ BUSH TOMATOES need much less training

than single-stemmed cordon varieties and will

often crop more reliably outdoors. Go for them

rather than varieties that need more elaborate

staking and the removal of sideshoots to keep 

them growing and cropping well.

■ CLIMBING FRENCH BEANS are an easier

choice than the more popular runner beans.

Plant for plant, they will crop more heavily and

the pencil-thin beans are, to my palate, tastier,

more tender and less stringy than those of

runners, which can become coarse and chewy.

■ COS LETTUCE can be sown now in

preference to the butterhead varieties or the

cut-and-come-again heartless types, which, it

seems to me, have become more rubbery over

the years. ‘Little Gem’ takes up less space than

the cabbage-shaped varieties, and has a far 

superior flavour and texture.

■ CARROTS should be sown thinly at

the outset to avoid having to thin out the

seedlings later. Such thinning releases

an aroma that acts like a magnet to carrot

fly, which lay their eggs on the roots and

results in them being eaten by maggots.

They can also be sown successionally  

and eaten as sweet baby carrots.

■ BOLT-RESISTANT BEETROOT will

mean you can relax safe in the knowledge

that your beets won’t suddenly shoot off.

The same principle goes for disease-resistant

cultivars such as blight resistant potatoes  

and tomatoes, and club-root resistant

sprouts, which will obviate the need for

chemical sprays and result in crops that

are capable of growing well without too

much intervention from the gardener. 

ALAN’S EASY VEG CHOICES

The key to success lies

in irrigation – give your 

veg a good watering 

in dry weather 
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Bush tomatoes need

less maintenance

than cordon varieties

Lettuces grow fairly

quickly – you can be

picking leaves

within 6-8 weeks

A mix of runner and

French beans provide

interest with their

vibrant blooms and

attractive pods

A raised bed can provide carrots extra depth 

for them to grow long, straight roots
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ALAN’S VEG-GROWING 
CHEAT SHEET

more dependent on you for moisture,  

so don’t let them down.

Remember that once seeds have been

watered, the complex enzymatic action of

germination has begun. Let them dry out

after that initial moistening and they will

most certainly die. Kept dry and cool, seeds 

are among the most resilient objects on

earth; once they have been introduced to

water they are vulnerable. Given a steady 

supply of water, growth process will

continue without check, and evenly grown

vegetables are the most tender and tasty.

If you are a novice and find seed sowing

scary, don’t discount labour-saving wheezes

such as seed tape. Here the seeds are spaced 

evenly inside a biodegradable strip of

material that can be stretched along the

bottom of a shallow drill and lightly covered 

with earth. It will make the thinning of

seedlings easier since they will already  

have some space between them.

Talking of which, do not be tempted to

leave overcrowded seedlings to their own 

devices. They will battle against one

another for light, air and moisture, and in

the end every one of them will be the loser.

Once they are large enough to handle, hold

the earth firm around those that are to be

retained at a suitable spacing, and pull out

and discard the rest. It may seem wasteful,

but it will ensure that parsnips, turnips,

swedes and the like will mature fully, rather 

than remaining thin and wizened. 

Prioritise growing veg that you really like to

eat, and only in quantities you can cope with

Raised beds allow easier 

access to your crops

Cloches will protect plants 

Veg in pots can be moved

around to suit your needs

Even the smallest garden 

can have a water butt

Learn from Alan’s best growing tips  

for fast and easy results

Always choose a sunny spot for your veg patch.

The crops will grow far better when they do not 

have to struggle for light.

Make sure your garden shed and greenhouse are

fitted with water butts connected to downpipes.

That way you will make the most of sweet rainfall,

which vegetable crops always seem to prefer to 

the water that comes from the tap.

Grow your veg in raised beds for ease of access. 

They will raise the crops to a more easily

manageable height and the soil within them

can be enriched more easily. If they are no more

than 1.5m across, you will be able to cultivate

them from either side without having to walk  

on the earth and compact it.

Make the space between veg rows of

a sufficient width to allow a Dutch hoe to be

pushed between the crops. It is still the most

efficient way of keeping down annual weeds  

such as chickweed and groundsel.

Grow your vegetables as close to the back

door as possible to make access easy. It’s great

to have herbs and salads in particular as handy as 

possible, for quick pickings at the last minute.

Sow little and often and pick regularly. Smaller

root crops such as carrots, turnips and radishes,

are usually more tender and tasty than those that 

have been allowed to stand too long.

When a crop is past its best, consign it to the

compost heap and replace it with another.

Don’t waste space by simply looking at it and

hoping. There is usually something that can  

be grown to replace it.

If the earth stays cold and wet in spring, invest

in a few glass or plastic cloches to act as

umbrellas and allow you to make earlier sowings.

Invest in crop-protection netting to keep

butterflies off your brassicas and flies off your

carrots. They will save your temper and make  

sure you can enjoy chemical-free crops.

Grow onions from sets – small bulbs – rather than

seeds. They are easier to handle and avoid th need 

for sowing seeds and transplanting seedlings.

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

NEXT MONTH  Discover Alan’s organic answers to pest problems

LEARN MORE via Alan’s live online Success
with Veg Masterclass
on 26 May at 1pm – see
gardenersworld.com/
masterclass

Alan’s Masterclass: 26 May



Jordans Cereals is working with

the Seeds for BeesÆ project to

help make Californiaís almond

groves more bee-friendly
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W
hether you add them to your cereal 

or savour them as a snack, you

canít beat the sweet crunch of

almonds. But what isnít so sweet is the fact

that these flavourful nuts are often grown as

a monoculture, which can lead to soil erosion, 

leaving it seriously depleted over time.

Monocultures also provide poor habitats for

pollinators as there is little biodiversity ñ this

puts a strain on bees, who rely on a diverse 

range of plants to stay healthy.

To help serve the needs of bees and increase 

sustainability, Jordans has teamed up with

Project Apis m. on its Seeds for BeesÆ project.

Just as the Jordans Farm Partnership makes

space on British oat farms for biodiversity,

Seeds for BeesÆ introduces biodiversity into

Californian almond groves, creating a ëbee

buffetí that promotes soil health and helps

pollinators thrive. Using cover crops and

seed mixes that are specially formulated to

bloom before the almonds do, theyíre able

to provide a source of forage for honeybees 

Herbs and medicinal plants

As well as being a good source of nutrition for

humans, these kinds of plants are also great

for pollinators. Coriander, mint, lavender,

basil, sage, chives and oregano are just some

of the wonderful varieties that can flower in

and out of the summer months, so they can 

support bees throughout the year.

Rethink your lawn

Simple but effective, mowing your grass less

can really help pollinators to prosper, as can

replacing grass with low-growing clover.

Wildflower gardens and meadows can be

planted as big or as small as youíd like and 

will provide much-needed nutrition. 

Double trouble

Double flowers are often of little use

to pollinators because the many petals

can prevent access to the central part of

the flower, where nectar and pollen are

found. Roses and dahlias are often bred

with double flowers, but there are plenty

of single-flowered types that are better 

for bees and just as beautiful.

To find out more about what you can do 
for nature, visit jordanscereals.co.uk

Planting for pollinators

as they prepare for the almond blossom, 

when natural forage may be scarce. 

Busy for the bees
Just like humans, bees react better to stressors 

if theyíre properly nourished. With better

nutrition, theyíre more likely to fend off

parasites and pathogens and stay healthier

in the face of threats. In short, healthier bees

mean stronger hives and better pollination.

Thatís why the Seeds for BeesÆ support doesnít 

end after the almond trees bloom. Instead,

the project provides nutrition and habitat for

native pollinators and other beneficial insects, 

including the Western Monarch butterfly, 

throughout the year.

Why not take inspiration from Project Apis

m. and Jordans and apply these planting for

pollinators tips in your own outdoor space? 

Whether itís growing more herbs or

creating a small wildflower meadow,

there are so many simple things you can

do ñ and the bees will love you for it!





Deep clean carpets 

and remove up to 93% 

of bacteria with ease.*

Vacuuming carpets may make them look 

spotless, but potentially harmful stuff  could 

still be living deep down - bacteria that 

can’t be removed by vacuuming alone. 

The VAX Platinum Power Max cleans deep 

down, removing up to 93% of bacteria* and 

leaves carpets looking clean and smelling fresh.

* Using the VAX Platinum Power Max with VAX Platinum Professional Solution.

vax.co.uk



Container Gardening with Chris Beardshaw

Upgrade your

gardening skills
Choose from over 30 online courses and

learn under the watchful eye of some of the

world's biggest names in gardening.

Taught in our friendly online classroom,

where you get to enjoy inspirational lessons

and easy to follow assignments, you will learn

the full range of skills needed to become the

complete gardener.

Learning with Experts is the only online

course provider to offer you personalised

feedback from the very best experts all from

the comfort of your own home.

Buy today and start anytime at:

learningwithexperts.com

It is amazing to
be able to learn
and receive
feedback directly
from the experts.

- Julia

Garden Design

Diploma

13 Courses

11 Expert Tutors

RHS Level 2

Collection

8 Courses

2 Expert Tutors

10% OFF QUOTE: TNADGW4

0333 400 1500 LOCAL RATE

harrodhorticultural.com
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Succulents are the ultimate easy-

care plants. Although they are visually

attention seeking, they are fairly

undemanding, which makes them

perfect for busy gardeners who desire

a stylish potted display without the 

usual level of aftercare.

Examine them closely, and you’ll

see just how fascinating and colourful

these plants are, with brilliant blooms

often matched with strikingly sculpted

leaves. Use Bob’s selections as a

guide for inspiration – there’s a huge

variety available. Many are superb

year-round indoor plants that will also 

enjoy some fresh air on a doorstep or 

patio during the warmer months.

Success with succulents lies in

providing similar growing conditions

to their native arid habitats. Good

drainage is critical, so choose pots

with plenty of holes in the base,

support them on blocks or pot feet,

and mix horticultural grit with a good-

quality, peat-free multi-purpose

compost. Give them a light, sunny

home, and protection from wet and

cold weather (particularly frost). Their

fleshy leaves store reserves of water,

so err on the side of under-watering.

Succulents
with style
These stylish, low-maintenance pots are easy

to grow. Follow Bob Purnell’s guide to success
WORDS AND PROJECTS BOB PURNELL   PHOTOS JASON INGRAM

Container Special
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1 1 x Hylotelephium

‘Thundercloud’

2 3 x Hylotelephium telephium

‘Purple Emperor’

3 1 x Hylotelephium ‘Carl’

4 2 x Hylotelephium sieboldii 

‘Dragon’

5 1 x Hylotelephium cauticola 

‘Coca-cola’ (Stonecrop)

6 1 x Sedum polytrichoides 

‘Chocolate Ball’

7 90cm long x 45cm wide

x 35cm deep, riveted

galvanised tank, from

architectural salvage yard

Unlike most succulent-leaved

plants, colourful hylotelephiums

(sometimes called sedum) die

down in autumn and are winter

hardy, so don’t need to be moved 

inside. They form rosettes of

grey-green or bluish leaves, with

clusters of pink or white summer

flowers that pollinators adore.

Taller varieties will soon fill a

large pot but are easily divided in

spring. For impact, we went for a

large display, but this scheme

can be scaled down by using

fewer and smaller plants. 

Pollinator pads
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1 1 x Agave cerulata

2 1 x Orostachys iwarenge 

(Dunce cap)

3 1 x Echeveria pringlei parva

4 2 x Oscularia deltoides

(deltoid-leaved dew plant)

5 1 x Raoulia australis

6 50cm diameter x 38cm

high, bowl-shaped, grey 

terrazzo pot. 

Agaves vary greatly in shape

and size, so go for a compact 

kind, such as this one,

A. pygmaea or A. victoria-

reginae. All have vicious spines, 

so handle them carefully.

Here, a centrepiece specimen

is sunk into the main container in

its own pot with a rope strapped 

underneath so that it can be

lifted out without you getting

jabbed! In late summer, trailing

oscularia’s tiny pink flowers are 

shown off by the grey pot.

Awesome agave
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Tulipa humilis

Albocaerulea Oculata Group

Ranunculus ‘Picotee Café’

Muscari ‘Grape Ice’

Allium caeruleum

Anemone ‘Fullstar Blue’

Fritillaria imperialis ‘Early Fantasy’

Narcissus ‘Peach Cobbler’

Eremurus himalaicus

Tulipa acuminata

Terms & Conditions: Valid until 30 June 2021. Despatched in September. Discount cannot be used in conjunction with any other discount code. Payment taken at time of ordering.

SAVE 15% ON SPRING BULBSoffer

Pre-order
ready for

September
delivery

farmergracy.co.uk/springbulbs and enter code BBCGWJUN21

Red to yellow, tissue-like petals

H x S 30cm x 20cm F May-Jul

10 bulbs £5.02 (RRP £5.90)

Popular with pollinators

H x S 20cm x 10cm F Apr-May

10 bulbs £5.87 (RRP £6.90)

Striking bright-blue flowers

H x S 60cm x 25cm F May-Jul

25 bulbs £3.35 (RRP £3.95)

Fully double, mauve blooms

H x S 25cm x 15cm F May-Jun

10 bulbs £5.87 (RRP £6.90) 

Eye-catching flower colour

H x S 70cm x 20cm F Apr-May

1 bulb £5.53 (RRP £6.50)

Spidery red and yellow petals

H x S 50cm x 15cm F Apr

5 bulbs £7.86 (RRP £9.25)

Towering flower spikes

H x S 2m x 60cm F May-Jun

1 bulb £8.46 (RRP £9.95)

Pointed, pure-white petals

H x S 15cm x 10cm F Mar-Apr

5 bulbs £6.38 (RRP £7.44)

Peaches and cream double blooms

H x S 40cm x 20cm F Mar-Apr

10 bulbs £6.38 (RRP £7.50)

The early bird catches the worm or, in this case, a 15% saving on Farmer Gracy’s exciting new
range of spring-flowering bulbs to plant this autumn. With this spring’s displays still fresh

in mind, now is a great time to plan and recreate planting styles and combinations, or choose 
something beautiful to plug any gaps in your borders. £4.99 P&P for UK orders.

To see the full range, visit farmergracy.co.uk/springbulbs
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1 1 x Aeonium ‘Velour’

2 4 x Euphorbia myrsinites

(broad-leaved glaucous 

spurge)

3 4 x Echeveria

‘Perle von Nürnberg’

4 4 x Graptopetalum 

paraguayense

5 50cm diameter x 35cm deep

      bowl-shaped terracotta pot. 

These snaking and interweaving

succulents will co-habit for two

or three years, becoming more

Medusa-like, before they need

to be separated. The central

aeonium will grow large but

can be carefully pruned if

required and each piece you

snip is a potential new plant.

Handle the spurge with care as

the milky sap can irritate. Move

into a cool spot indoors in winter.

A pouting pot

1

3

42

5
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K craftyplants.co.uk
01772 657564

K crocus.co.uk
01344 578000

K simplysucculents.co.uk 
07548 947357

K surrealsucculents.co.uk 
07548 010897

See gardenersworld.com/
plant-suppliers for more

Where to buy

1

3

5

4

6

2

1 1 x Festuca glauca

‘Elijah Blue’ (blue fescue)

2 7 x Bessera elegans  

(coral drops)

3 3 x Echeveria runyonii  

‘Topsy Turvy’

4 1 x Echinocactus grusonii 

(golden barrel cactus)

5 1 x Kalanchoe delagoensis

6 1 x 30cm diameter x 50cm

high and 3 x 16cm diameter

x 35cm high, rough-textured,

white concrete planters,

from garden centres  

and home stores

Often, a group of pots related in

style or content can be more

enjoyable than a single container.

They allow you to flexibly expand

or condense your display. This

gathering mixes the tactile with

the ‘do not touch’, and composes 

a variety of architectural

elements in a feast of shapes

and textures. Coral drops corms

planted beneath the grass add

extra zing in late summer and

echo the echeveria’s colour.

Turn to page 141 for our

sempervivums offer

Wild west
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For more information and to browse the 
full Optrex range, visit optrex.co.uk

Both products are medical devices. Always read the instructions before use. Date of prep: April 2021. 
RB-M-37751

Some house plants are more allergy

friendly than others. Here are three of the

worst offenders, plus three that may help 

you manage your symptoms...   

Even hay fever sufferers can embrace nature, with

a little help from Optrex and allergy-friendly plants

W
hether youíre admiring your outdoor

space in full bloom or brightening up

your interior with new house plants,

there are endless ways to enjoy summerís finest

horticultural offerings ñ but for those who suffer 

from hay fever, this time of year can also be a 

challenging one.

Fortunately, with a little help from Optrex,

you might not have to worry about your allergies

getting in the way. From ActiMist Double Action

for Itchy and Watery Eyes to the refreshing Multi

Action Eye Wash, Optrex has a range of effective

products that can be used in conjunction with

antihistamines to soothe irritation caused by

pollen, helping you to keep your eyes feeling 

fresh all season.

Know your
house plants 

How does it work?
Pollen can cause disruption to the lipid layer of

the tear film, resulting in your eye itching and

watering. By spraying Optrex ActiMist onto your

closed eyes, it helps to repair the lipid layer as

you blink, restoring the natural moisture barrier

that helps to soothe and relieve irritated eyes.

Reassuringly, while some antihistamine tablets

can take more than 60 minutes to start working, 

Optrex ActiMist offers fast-acting relief.

And, if you use the spray alongside Optrexís

Multi Action Eye Wash, it can help you look

forward to starting the day feeling refreshed.

It is specially formulated with a natural plant

extract and purified water to help wash away 

particles and cleanse the eye. 

Avoid:
Chrysanthemums

These flowering plants produce a large

amount of pollen from spring to autumn,

so should be avoided at all costs by hay 

fever sufferers! 

African violets

With fuzzy petals that

trap and retain dust

particles, this flower is

not ideal for anyone with 

an allergy. 

Weeping figs

True to their name, these are fig trees,

and like all fig trees they have rubbery

sap known to trigger allergic reactions.

Choose:
English Ivy

This clever plant can absorb airborne

toxins including toluene. Studies indicate

 it may also reduce mould in your home.  

Bamboo palms

Bamboo palms help

improve air quality

by removing toxins

and pumping moisture 

back out.  

Golden pothos

This plant can remove indoor pollutants

such as formaldehyde, xylene and benzene,

but itís best to avoid if you have pets ñ itís 

toxic to cats and dogs.

Summer
saviours 
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I grow lots of plants in containers,  

but pelargoniums – formerly known as 

geraniums – are one of my favourites. 

They flower their socks off all summer 

and are so easy to grow, that with a little 

routine care you’ll get fantastic results.

It’s best to grow pelargoniums in pots 

so you can easily manage watering, 

feeding and changing the compost, 

which gives a much better display 

compared to planting them out in the 

garden. All they need is a sunny position 

with good quality, peat-free compost 

that is watered regularly enough  

to avoid it drying out. Also give the plants  

a dose of tomato feed every seven to ten  

days during the flowering period.

The joy of a large pot or a group of 

containers is that you can grow lots of 

different varieties. Fill individual pots 

with a zonal, regal, scented or perhaps a 

trailing form, then arrange in groups – as 

an extended family of plants, they mingle  

happily to give great impact!

There’s no need to break the bank, 

because pelargoniums are simple to 

grow from cuttings. Look after them in a 

frost-free place over winter and your 

plants will be bigger and stronger next 

year, giving you a great sense of pride as 

you watch them flourish.

Enjoy pots of colour

all summer with these 

favourites. Plus, head 

gardener Tom Brown 

shows how to get more 

plants for free
PHOTOS JASON INGRAM

Grow a wide array of pelargoniums in 

large pots to create an exuberant display 

in a warm sunny spot

pelargoniums
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Container Special
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‘Citriodorum’

‘Mrs Quilter’

  Pelargoniums flower their socks off all 

summer and are so easy to grow 
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‘Wayward Angel’

‘Shrubland Rose’

‘Stadtbern Rose’‘Citriodorum’

It’s the lemon- or lime-scented 

downy leaves that make this 

variety so popular. Its dainty pink 

flowers have purple splashes and 

are held in small clusters.

Height x Spread 50cm x 30cm

‘Mrs Quilter’

The large lime-green to golden 

leaves of this zonal pelargonium 

have the typical banding or zoning, 

in red-bronze. Above them stand 

salmon-pink flowers. 

H x S 50cm x 50cm

‘Wayward Angel’

The abundant small mauve 

flowers are blotched with purple 

on the upper petals. It makes a 

compact plant that’s angelic 

though not particularly wayward.

H x S 30cm x 30cm

‘Shrubland Rose’

Vibrant cherry-pink flowers have 

dark veining on the petals. Plants 

have strong upright growth and 

thick, crinkled, scented leaves. 

H x S 90cm x 50cm

‘Stadtbern Rose’

Large clusters of slender-petalled, 

salmon-pink flowers stand on 

sturdy stems above scalloped 

leaves with darker zoning.

H x S 40cm x 40cm

Container Special



Light & easy to build.

No power tools needed.

Built for
your garden

Free delivery & design

WoodBlocX is a unique product you can use to create

almost any structure in your garden: raised beds,

planters, retaining walls, ponds, edging, seats and

more. It is easy to use, attractive, strong and durable.

Contact our team of designers today to discuss

your plans.

“Fantastic product, couldn’t be 

happier!”
Over 6000 independent customer reviews

woodblocx.co.uk
Call 0800 389 1420  or email admin@woodblocx.co.uk

long
flowering

uniquely
strong branches

Strong Annabelle® & Pink Annabelle®
Hydrangea -  large fl owers on uniquely strong branches

very
winter hardy

large
flowers

Before they reach your garden PROVEN WINNERS® shrubs undergo

to become a PROVEN WINNERS® plant.       

To get the best quality plants ask your local garden 

centre for PROVEN WINNERS® or look for the 

recognisable white container.

www.provenwinners.eu

A better garden starts with a better plant
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‘Angel Eyes Orange’

‘Distinction’

‘April Shower’

‘Angel Eyes Orange’

One of the Angel Eyes series,

this plant has a compact habit

and produces a succession of

small pansy-like flowers in various 

shades of pinky orange. 

H x S 40cm x 30cm

‘April Shower’

Another angel pelargonium,

this variety has generous clusters

of pale pink flowers, splashed and

veined with ruby on the upper

petals. These stand out above  

the small, fragrant leaves.

H x S 30cm x 20cm

‘Distinction’

Bright scarlet flowers contrast

with the mound of dark green

foliage below. Each rounded

leaf has an eye-catching outer 

black ring.

H x S 40cm x 40cm

Container Special
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best pelargoniums

1Take cuttings from non-flowering

shoots that are healthy, vigorous and

‘true to type’, meaning typical of that

variety, for example not a green shoot

on a variegated plant. Make your cut just

above a leaf node, so the cuttings are

about two-thirds the length of your

secateurs. If you’re taking cuttings from

a plant that’s on display, choose shoots

that won’t spoil the look of your plant.

2Fill a pot with a 50:50 mix of peat-free

potting compost and perlite. Then

prepare your cuttings by stripping off the

leaves and sideshoots from the lower

half of the shoot. Trim the base of the 

cuttings just below a leaf node. 

3Make a hole in the compost at the

edge of the pot, with a pencil or dibber.

This prevents the stem being damaged as

you insert it. Gently push one cutting into

each hole, two-thirds of the way into the

compost. The top three or four leaves

should be above the surface. You can fit 

four cuttings into each pot.

4Give the compost a good soak to

settle it around the cuttings and

remove any air pockets. Keep moist.

Place in reasonable light indoors,

but avoid intensely warm and sunny

spots, such as a greenhouse without

shading or a south-facing windowsill.

5Give the plants from which you took

your cuttings a liquid feed to help

promote more growth. I find seaweed 

feed is a good general plant tonic. 

6Your cuttings should root quickly

and grow strongly. The new plants

should flower later in the summer. 

VISIT gardenersworld.com/
pelargoniums for more on  
growing pelargoniums

Step by step

K allwoods.net 01273 844229
K crocus.co.uk
K fibrex.co.uk 01789 720788
K norfolkherbs.co.uk  

01362 860812
K sarahraven.com 0345 092 0283
K trecottnursery.com 01769 

540066
K woottensplants.com  

01502 478258

Where to buy

June 2021
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Ready to plan your holiday?
Visit tui.co.uk/cruise or call 0203 636 1862 today 

While you may be excited to travel again,

itís only natural to have some questions

about how it will work. Here are five ways

Marella Cruises will ensure your holiday 

is as safe and enjoyable as possible:

Supertree Grove, Gardens by the Bay,

Singapore. You can visit Singapore on the

Marella ëColours of the Far Eastí cruise

Correct at time of print.

:KHQ \RX ERRN \RXU JUHHQ�ðQJHUHG JHWDZD\ ZLWK

Marella Cruises��\RXËOO�EH�DEOH�WR�WUDYHO�ZLWK�FRQðGHQFH�

O
ne of the greatest joys of visiting

a new country is discovering plants

and flowers youíve never seen before.

And, while recently weíve had to make do with

our local surroundings, now Marella Cruises is

offering you the chance to venture further afield.

From the unique tropical gardens of Singapore

to the fruit-laden rainforests of Costa Rica, there

are many destinations and itineraries to choose

from, each bursting with horticultural inspiration 

Safe travels 

you wonít find close to home. Of course, the fun

doesnít stop when youíre back onboard, as every 

ship in the fleet is equipped with a range of 

luxurious facilities.

Whether you fancy eating dinner at one of the

lively restaurants before enjoying a night at the 

theatre, or spending a blissful afternoon

unwinding at the spa after a game of mini golf,

you could enjoy everything youíve been looking 

forward to on your Marella Cruise. 

Marella Cruisesí promise
From free changes on selected holidays

to quarantine-free destinations, Marellaís 

holiday promise has got you covered.

And in an ever-changing world, youíll also

find a handy hub packed with up-to-date

information on the website, so youíre 

always in the loop.

Package refund guarantee
If Marella Cruises needs to cancel your

package holiday, you will receive a full

refund within 14 days. Youíll also have the

option to change your package booking 

to another sailing fee-free.

Safe and enjoyable cruises
There are numerous measures in place to

keep you safe while onboard. Marella has

been working with an organisation called

Lloydís Register, a classification society, and

will be assigned its Stay Safe accreditation

for COVID-19 prevention and outbreak 

plans before returning to service. 

24-hour support
During your travels, youíll have the full

support of the trained onboard team who

are there to help you around the clock.

Whatís more, the Navigate app, which

can be accessed from your smartphone or

tablet, is an easy, contact-free way to book

onboard facilities at your convenience. 

ATOL protection
All of Marella package holidays, including

flights and accommodation, come with total

ATOL protection. So you can relax knowing 

both you and your money are safe.

Time for
a refresh    



Market

Featuring the

Reconnect with friends and family on a day out 

overfl owing with plants and garden inspiration. 

Our outdoor Special Edition will feature your most 

loved features of BBC Gardeners’ World Live

including Show Gardens, quality plant shopping, 

gardening advice, BBC Good Food Market and 

live entertainment, plus special guests including 

Monty Don (Fri/Sat), Adam Frost (Thu).

GW Magazine readers save 10%* using code 

GWR6 and Subscribers save 15% with your 

unique Subscriber number†. 

Book today and join us there!

Great foundations
Anyone with a garden project on the go should head straight

to the What Lies Beneath Garden. A collaboration between

The Association of Professional Landscapers and Prof. David

Stevens, this beautiful space will show off practical garden 

solutions including a living wall, driveway, glass fronted pool,  

and steel walkway, whilst also displaying the signifi cance of 

the work less often seen.

Show sponsors 

and supporters:

Show sponsor What Lies Beneath Show Garden

APL Avenue

Garden product supplier Garden product supplierMy Gardeners’ World 

Stage sponsor

bbcgardenersworldlive.com 

26 – 29 August 2021 | Birmingham NEC

Bandstand sponsor

Adapted 
outdoor 
layout!



*10% off advance adult/Over 65s standard tickets. †Subscribers save 15% with their unique 10-digit Subscriber number. Offers not valid on Saturday tickets or with any other offer. Ends 03/08/21. £3.50 transaction fee per e-ticket order and £4.50 per 

postal ticket order. **Refunds exclude the transaction fee and See Tickets Refund Protection cost. Details correct at time of print. The Gardeners’ World logo is a trademark of the BBC. © BBC. The Good Food trade mark is used under licence from 

Immediate Media Company London Limited. Organised by Immediate Live (trading name of River Street Events Ltd).

Learn from the best
Drop in at the My Gardeners’

World Stage where presenters

from BBC2 Gardeners’ World

join the GW Magazine editors.

Plus, grow like a pro with tips

gleaned from sessions with

Floral Marquee specialists too.

Tip top shopping
Take your time as you browse

and buy in the Floral Marquee,

with more space between

displays and an outdoor Plant

Village. Visit the outside garden

market for all our gardening tools,

kit and accessories too.

Toe-tapping tunes
Making for a great day out,

Marella Cruises provide a selection

of entertainment at the bandstand.

It’s the perfect place to sit back,

relax with a glass of Pimm’s, enjoy

the scrumptious street food and

plan the rest of your day out!

Market
Sample and shop your way

around a tasty mix of artisan 

food and drink producers

with treats to enjoy on the 

day or take home for later!

Show Gardens are an unbeatable way to fi nd 

ideas for your garden – be it great planting, 

space-savvy design hacks or sustainable 

solutions, you’ll find it! Don’t miss the five 

APL Avenue Show Gardens themed ‘A Very 

British Affair’, Beautiful Borders and the ‘On 

Your Bike’ garden for the cycling enthusiast!

Readers get 10%* off Thu, Fri and Sun tickets – quote GWR6                                 

Save 15%†

(quote your Subscriber 

number when

booking)

Get a range of outdoor living

ideas from the Show Gardens

Get a range of outdoor living

ideas from the Show Gardens

Discover how to make the 
most of your outside space

Discover how to make the 
most of your outside space

Book in confi dence knowing that, should the event be unable to go ahead, tickets 

can be transferred to a future BBC Gardeners’ World event or refunded.**
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offer GORGEOUS SCENTED GARDENIA
Make these highly scented 
shrubs the jewel in your 
garden’s crown

With its large pearly white, waxy 

double blooms, set against glossy 

evergreen leaves, Gardenia ‘Crown 

Jewel’ is a fragrant treasure that 

will fill your garden with intoxicating 

scent all summer long.  

This frost-hardy shrub is easy  

to grow, low maintenance and 

ideal for patio pots and sheltered 

borders. It may need protection  

in severe winters. 

Height x Spread 60cm x 120cm 

Flowers July-September

L 1 plant in 9cm pot £14.99

L 2 plants in 9cm pots £22.99 

SAVE £6.99

L 3 plants in 9cm pots £30.99 

SAVE £13.98

SAVE  
OVER  
£13

‘Blackberry’ ‘Sweet Cherry’ ‘Strawberries & Cream’

✁

BBC Gardeners’ World Magazine (published by Immediate Media Co Ltd) would like to send you special offers and promotions. You can unsubscribe at any time – for details of how to do this, please see
our privacy policy, which can be viewed at immediate.co.uk/privacy-policy. Please tick here if you would like to receive these . BBC Gardeners’ World Magazine is published by Immediate Media Co Ltd 
on behalf of BBC Studios (the commercial arm of the BBC). We would like to send you brand-related promotions, content and offers from BBC Studios. Your information will be used in accordance with 
the BBC Studios privacy policy, which can be viewed at bbcstudios.com/privacy. Please tick here if you would like to hear from us by email .

Cut out this order form and post to: Gardeners’ World Offer, 
Dept TM_GW58, PO Box 162, Ipswich, IP8 3BX

Code: TM_GW58

Terms & conditions: Offer closes 14 July 2021. Items will be despatched from June 2021 onwards. All other orders will be acknowledged by letter or email, advising despatch date. Please note your contract  
for supply of goods is with Thompson & Morgan, Poplar Lane, Ipswich IP8 3BU. Terms and conditions available on request. All offers subject to availability. Full growing instructions included. All height are spread 
sizes indicate full grown sizes and not size supplied. We reserve the right to substitute varieties if necessary. Images for illustration purposes only. Savings are based on multiples of the cheapest pack size. 
Regretfully we are unable to ship live plants to the following areas: HS, IV41-IV49, IV51, IV55-56, KW15-KW17, PA34, PA41-48, PA60-PA78, PA80, PH40-PH44, TR21-TR25, ZE1-ZE3. We are also unable to ship seeds  
or plants to EU countries and Northern Ireland.  *Calls cost 7p/minute plus your network access charge.

Title Initial  Surname

Address

  Postcode

Tel Email

I enclose a cheque (no cash, please) for £                       made payable to  

Thompson & Morgan with my name and address on the back

Or charge my Visa L Mastercard L Maestro L Maestro issue no LL

Card number LLLL LLLL LLLL LLLL LLL

Start date LL/LL Expiry date LL/LL Card security code LLL 

Signature                                                       Date

(Last 3 digits printed on signature strip)

offer

CODE DESCRIPTION PRICE QTY TOTAL

10088

KB6687

KB3273

Gardenia x 1 in 9cm pot

Gardenia x 2 in 9cm pots SAVE £6.99

Gardenia x 3 in 9cm pots SAVE £13.98

£14.99

£22.99

£30.99

£13.49

£20.69

£27.89

KB8442

KB8443

KB8444

Penstemon Ice Cream Collection  

x 3 jumbo plugs (1 of each)

Penstemon Ice Cream Collection  

x 6 jumbo plugs (2 of each) SAVE £4.99

Penstemon Ice Cream Collection  

x 9 jumbo plugs (3 of each) SAVE £12.98

£9.99

£14.99

£16.99

£8.99

£13.49

£15.29

P&P 1 £4.99

  GRAND TOTAL £

Gardenia ‘Crown Jewel’ 

Please add £4.99 P&P

Penstemon Ice Cream
Collection (see right)
L ‘Blackberry’ Rich purple, 

tubular blooms

L ‘Sweet Cherry’ Bright red 

flowers with white throats

L ‘Strawberries & Cream’   

Pink flecked white blooms

H x S 80cm x 45cm F Jun-Oct

3 x jumbo plugs £9.99

6 x jumbo plugs £14.99  

SAVE £4.99

9 x jumbo plugs £16.99

SAVE £12.98

You may also like ...

Penstemon Ice Cream Collection 

0844 573 6054*
Quote code TM_GW58

thompson-morgan.com/TM_GW58
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Thyme for a change
Potted thyme adds fragrance

to the air, provides nectar for

pollinating insects, and brings

a lemony pungency to soups

and stews. We have chosen two

compact, low-growing thymes,

tolerant of growing in a shallow

container. Thymus ‘Silver Queen’

has subtly variegated foliage

and light-pink flowers, while

T. serpyllum ‘Magic Carpet’ is

more cerise. Top dressing with

grit keeps it looking neat. Don’t

allow it to dry out and harvest

the herbs regularly, avoiding

cutting back to woody growth.

1 1 x T. ‘Silver Queen’

2 1 x T. serpyllum

‘Magic Carpet’

3 1 x old drawer

Need mint snippings for Pimm’s or

samphire for your sea trout? Avoid emergency

rummages through soggy salad bags or mad

dashes to the shops by having a fresh, constant

supply of piquant herbs growing close to the

kitchen. Buy your favourite pots of herbs from 

nurseries, supermarkets, fetes or garden

centres, and find a larger planter to grow them

on. As long as herbs have room to spread their

roots, drainage holes and a south-facing spot  

to enjoy the sun, many containers – from an old

drawer to a washing machine drum – can be

repurposed to provide a suitable home. See 

what’s lying around in your house.

Fill with a mix of peat-free multi-purpose

compost and grit, make planting holes and firm  

in the herbs well so they sit just below the

compost surface. Make sure the taller herbs are

planted at the back. Water well and don’t forget

to keep them watered throughout the season.

Create pots that are both useful and sustainable by upcycling

old containers and filling them with delicious summer herbs

WORDS AND PROJECTS HELEN RICHES  PHOTOS SARAH CUTTLE

77gardenersworld.comJune 2021

upcycled

Container Special
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Crate expectations
It’s fun choosing a smorgasbord

of herbs for a season, even

if some will outgrow their 

temporary home. Here, the

Greek basil, curry plant, rosemary

and Vietnamese coriander will

eventually make sizeable plants

that can be repotted or planted in

the garden but, until then, they

will provide handy snippings for

the kitchen. Attracting beneficial

insects, the colourful nasturtium

and calendula flowers are also

edible. Line a wooden crate with a

plastic sheet so it lasts for longer.

1 1 x Helichrysum italicum

(curry plant)

2 1 x Persicaria odorata

(Vietnamese coriander)

3 1 x Ocimum minimum

(Greek basil)

4 1 x Allium schoenoprasum

(chives)

5 1 x Rosmarinus officinalis

6 1 x Calendula officinalis

‘Fiesta Gitana’

7 1 x Tropaeolum majus ‘Alaska

Series’ (nasturtium)

8 1 x wooden crate

Seaside salvage
Even if you don’t live next to a  

salt marsh, with the popularity  

of samphire as a recipe ingredient 

comes the wider availability of it 

as a culinary garden plant. Often 

compared to asparagus, samphire 

takes up less room and can be 

grown in a container. Use a 50:50 

mix of horticultural sand and 

peat-free multi-purpose compost, 

and keep it salty tasting by 

occasionally adding sea salt to the 

can when you water it. Samphire 

can be grown from seed in spring.

1  3 x Salicornia europaea 

(samphire) or 1 x packet  

of seeds

2  1 x old washing machine drum

1

2

Check that your herbs 

have similar growing 

needs before planting 

them in the same pot

Container Special
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In mint condition
Mint is the exception to growing

in a sunny spot. Semi-shade and

plenty of watering are preferable

for it. Mentha ‘Berries and Cream’ 

has strong, attractive, slightly

fruity foliage that can be used for

cocktails, sauces, soups, salads

and with buttery new potatoes.

One plant is enough per bucket.

Growing different mint flavours 

together could affect their 

individual piquancy. 

1 1 x Mentha

‘Berries and Cream’

2 1 x old bucket

3 1 x piece hessian

1

2

3

K bethchatto.co.uk
01206 822007

K crocus.co.uk
01344 578000

K hettysherbs.co.uk  
01775 663790

K jekkas.com
01454 418878

K otterfarm.co.uk
(for samphire seeds)

Where to buy

L CREATIVE

CONTAINERS GUIDE

Get more ideas and

inspiration on growing

herbs, fruit, veg and 

flowers in pots.

Available in shops and

at gardenersworld.

com/gw-special-

editions ONLY £7.99

VISIT gardenersworld.com/veg-in-pots
for more on growing herbs and veg in pots

NEXT MONTH  Discover how to create big impact by planting exotics in containers

Container Special





A
s summer begins to get into full swing, 

itís time for you to enjoy the results of all 

your hard work throughout the winter 

months. But, as any dedicated gardener knows, 

to be able to realise your outdoor spaceís full 

potential, you need your tools to be in the best 

possible condition. Thatís because when theyíre 

checked and maintained properly, theyíll last 

longer and do a better, more efficient job, saving 

you both time and money over the years. 

Speaking of money, in much the same way,  

you can ensure your pensions and investments 

are just as well looked after by checking theyíre 

protected by the Financial Services Compensation 

Scheme (FSCS).

It pays to check 
As youíve been toiling away since last autumn 

to make your garden ready for summer, youíve 

probably used just about every tool in your  

shed and carried out a few essential checks  

to make sure each is in good condition along  

the way.  For example, youíve made sure that  

any tools with wooden handles havenít been  

put away while wet, to guard against rotting.  

You might have even rubbed linseed oil on  

them to make them less susceptible to moisture. 

If youíve been using fertiliser or other 

chemicals, youíll have made sure to clean it off 

equipment thoroughly afterwards so it doesnít 

corrode. And sharpening the metal blades of 

tools such as spades and hoes will help you  

work more efficiently, saving effort and 

minimising the amount of force placed on  

the tools. For your electrical equipment, youíll 

make sure cordless batteries are fully charged, 

and for any petrol-operated machinery, youíll  

top up the oil before long periods of storage.  

By taking all these steps, you can ensure your 

tools will last for years into the future and are 

ready and safe to use for when the seasons 

change once again. 

Keep your money safe 
Just like your garden tools, your money needs 

protection from its own set of risks, such as  

your pension or investments firm going bust. 

Thatís where FSCS can help. FSCS is a completely 

free and independent service that protects you 

 if any of your financial firms go out of business.  

It protects lots of financial products like pensions, 

investments, bank, building society and credit 

union accounts. 

Of course, this isnít about telling you what to 

do with your money or making you worry about 

potential financial trouble. Itís quite the opposite 

ñ FSCS can give you peace of mind with a crucial 

layer of protection. Thatís why, as part of your 

yearly financial MOT, you should check your 

pensions and investments are FSCS protected. 

Checking your gardening equipment is in tip-top shape can save you  

a lot of bother in the long run ñ and itís just the same for your money

Tooled up 



Financial
Services 
&RPSHQVD̼LRQ
Scheme

FSCS protects your money when 

providers go out of business ñ so 

if you already have a pension or 

investment, or youíre thinking about 

getting one, itís important to check 

that your provider and product is 

FSCS protected. FSCS is a free 

service and independent of the 

financial services industry.

INVESTMENTS

PENSIONS

Check your money 
is protected

There are so many types of 

investments and it can be confusing. 

Visit fscs.org.uk for handy tips and 

step-by-step guidance on how to check 

your investment is FSCS protected.

Pensions are one of the most 

complicated financial products. Find 

out if your pension is FSCS protected 

by using the FSCS Pensions Protection 

Checker at fscs.org.uk

£

Carol, 70, Oxfordshire

ìRetirement is an experience that is hard to prepare for emotionally. I really 

had to think about how to keep a structure and stay busy. I also had to think 

about what I was doing with my money. For me, the most important thing was 

knowing that my money was secure.

ìMy husband was self-employed and didnít have a pension. I chose to put 

the lump sum from my final salary pension in a savings account with my bank. 

I valued the security of knowing exactly what money I had and knowing it was 

protected by FSCS up to a certain limit.î

Find out how to 
check at fscs.org.uk
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Create a talking

point in your home

with this fascinating and

flamboyant fly-catcher 

WORDS MIRANDA JANATKA

PHOTOS SARAH CUTTLE AND JASON INGRAM

VISIT gardenersworld.
com/houseplant for more
on growing house plants

gardenersworld.comJune 2021 85

A-Zof
house plants

Nepenthes
Also known as a pitcher plant,

this carnivorous chandelier looks

incredible, but is simple to care for

with the right conditions. The dangling

pitchers are actually modified leaves

containing sweetly scented digestive 

fluid – enabling it to lure, trap  

and feed on small insects,

a bit like a Venus flytrap. It’s

perfect for house plant fans

who want to add wow factor

to their collection or simply

reduce fungus gnats and flies in the 

home without using chemicals.

Nepenthes x ventrata is a great beginner 

carnivorous plant, producing an

abundance of gem-coloured pitchers that

glow when sunlight shines through them.



1

2
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K Position Hang near a warm,

draft-free window in indirect

sun. Keep at 25°C or above in

the day and 15°C at night.

K Care Grow where you would

a moth orchid. A bathroom will

have ideal humidity levels, but

misting regularly will also help.

K Trapping The rim and inside

of the pitchers is slippery, so flies

can’t escape. They drown in the

digestive fluid, are slowly broken

down and the nutrients absorbed.

How to water

1Pour room-temperature

rainwater or filtered water

into the growing medium every

few days, enough to drain out

of the bottom of the pot. In

summer you may need to

increase this to every day

if the pot is small.

2Use the same water to mist

the leaves and pitchers

every few days, especially if

humidity is low. If the young

pitchers start to turn brown,

it’s a sign the plant needs more

moisture. The pitchers should

always be half-full of liquid.

Nepenthes x ventrata is a hybrid pitcher plant that copes

better with less humidity and lower temperatures than its parent

species, making it easier to grow as a house plant. You may also

find it mislabelled as Nepenthes alata in garden centres. Originally

from the Philippines, it evolved to trap and feed on insects as a

way of survival, due to a lack of nutrient availability in the ground.

Remember this when the plant needs repotting and use a

nepenthes compost, made from chopped pine bark, sphagnum

moss and perlite. This mix is free draining and won’t scorch the

roots with nutrients. The new pot must have drainage holes and

should be only slightly larger (half a pot-size) than the previous

one. Placing the pot in a hanging container

will show off the pitchers to great effect.

Make sure the growing medium is always moist and prune out

any dead growth. If there aren’t any flies about, you can spray the

leaves with half-strength plant feed every few weeks in summer.

1 x plant in 9cm pot . £11.99 SAVE £2 (KA8349)

VISIT www.thompson-morgan.com/TM_GW57

offer
Thompson & Morgan

Experts in the garden since 1855TOP TIP

Grow a pitcher plant

alongside other

carnivores for

a spectacular display

NEXT MONTH  Discover how an orchid  
can add glamour to your home

K hantsflytrap.com 02380 473314 
K thenunheadgardener.com 020 7635 3443
K triffidnurseries.co.uk 01379 678660
K Similar watering cans and misters are widely  

available in garden centres and online

Where to buy

N is for nepenthes

June 2021
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Terms: P&P £4.99. Offer closes 14 July 2021. Cannot be used with any other offer/discount. 
Unable to ship to EU countries or Northern Ireland, or the following postcodes: HS, IV41-IV56, 
KW15-KW17, PA34, PA41-48, PA60-PA78, PA80, PH40-PH44, TR21-TR24, ZE1-ZE3. 

Save on Nepenthes alata
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Great for wildlife
spotting
Bodrhyddan Hall
The grounds are home to many

species of animals and birds,

making this an ideal destination

for nature lovers. From the formal

Victorian parterre and flowing

lawns to the organised wilds of

the Pleasance, these historic

gardens offer more than 12 acres

to explore, at their peak over the

summer months. Take a tranquil

stroll through the woodlands

and around the ponds to spot 

some of the wide range of birds, 

mammals and amphibians.

i Open 2 Jun-29 Sep, Tue & Thu

only, 2-5pm. Adults & seniors

£10, under-16s £5. Booking may 

be required.

Plant lover’s paradise
Picton Castle Gardens
These 40 acres contain many rare

trees and plants from around the

world. In the Grade II listed walled

garden, an eclectic and colourful 

array of plants are informally 

arranged in large beds.

i Open all year – see garden’s

website for details. Adults £9,

seniors £8, children (5-15) £6. 

Booking advisable.

With restrictions lifting in Wales, why not visit

some of the 19 beautiful Welsh gardens in our

2 for 1 entry scheme. Here are a few to tempt you...

A treat for foodies
Part-Y-Seal Garden
In the large kitchen garden, there

are beehives and greenhouses

packed with fruit and vegetables,

from chillies to grapes. The walled

garden, with its perennial borders

and lavender-edged paths, is full

of summer colour and fragrance.

i Open 2 Apr-26 Sep, Fri-Sun

& bank hol Mon, 11am-5pm.

Adults & seniors £5, children

(5-16) £3. Booking advisable.

B1 Bodnant Garden

B2 Bodrhyddan Hall

B3 Cae Hir Gardens

B4 Caerau Gardens

B5 Cardigan Castle

B6 Centre for Alternative 

Technology

B7 Chirk Castle

B8 Dewstow Gardens

B9 Dingle Nursery & Garden

B10 Dyffryn Fernant

B11 Hilton Court Gardens  

& Crafts

B12 Llwyngarreg Garden

B13 Nant y Bedd

B14 Norwood Gardens

B15 Parc Glynllifon

B16 Part-Y-Seal Garden

B17 Picton Castle Gardens

B18 Plas Cadnant Hidden  

Gardens

B19 Veddw House Garden

Bodrhyddan Hall

2for1
gardens to visit in

Wales

Summer sees the gardens in their prime, with waterlily ponds, cascades and a colourful array of plants 

ALWAYS CHECKÉ
with the garden before you
travel. Opening times and

restrictions may vary
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2 for 1 garden visits
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Wonderful for walks
Chirk Castle
Laid out around the castle are 

formal gardens featuring

herbaceous borders, with many

rare and beautiful shrubs and

flowers. As well as rose, shrub

and rock gardens, there are

wooded pleasure grounds that

are perfect for relaxing walks.

From the terrace overlooking the

18th-century ha-ha at the bottom 

of the garden, you can enjoy

sweeping views over the Cheshire

and Shropshire plains. In the 480

acres of parkland, you can follow

trails to see wildflower meadows 

and veteran oak trees.

i
Open all year: 1 Mar-31 Oct,

daily, 10am-4pm; for rest of

year, see garden’s website. Adults

& seniors £14, children (5-17) £7. 

Booking advisable. 

Ideal for history buffs
Bodnant Garden
Combining grand formal terraces,

meadows, woods and riverside

dells, this 80-acre hillside garden

is Grade I listed. Created over the

past 250 years, it’s a historic and

horticultural treasure, filled with

plants from across the globe.

Summer highlights include roses, 

wildflowers and waterlilies.

i
Open all year, daily, 10am-5pm

(4pm Nov-Feb; 8pm on Wed

only, May-Sep). Adults & seniors

£16.30, children (5-18) £8.15.

Booking essential. Card not

valid on weekends or bank hols.

Idyllic island escape
Plas Cadnant
Hidden Gardens
Nestled on the Isle of Anglesey

by the Menai Strait, this hidden 

haven combines three gardens

in one. The large walled garden 

contains a formal pool and

unusual curving walls, the secret 

valley garden features shady

walks, ferns, three waterfalls and

a river, and the upper woodland

garden offers rocky outcrops,

flowering shrubs and the remains 

of a 19th-century folly.

i
Open dates & days vary,

12 noon-5pm – see garden’s

website for details. Adults £8,

seniors £7.50, children (6-16) £2.

Booking not available. Card valid

on Wed only, plus Fri in Jun-Aug.

Wales map 
update
Unfortunately in some

copies of this year’s 2 for 1

Guide nine garden locations

on the Wales map (p56) are

incorrect. Gardens numbered

11 to 19 in the listing appear

as 12 to 20 on the map. We

apologise for this error.

Please use the map opposite

and at gardenersworld.

com/gardens instead.

Visiting tips
 Use your 2 for 1 entry card

from the May issue to visit

gardens listed in the guide

and at gardenersworld.

com/gardens
 Missed the May issue or

need additional 2 for 1 cards?

Buy the May issue at bit.ly/

GWMay-gw-MG Subscribers

get £1 off – see code on p3

 Register for updates and 

features at gardeners

world.com/visiting
 Share your best garden

visits with friends using the 

hashtag #GW2for1

Before you  
set off
Always check on the garden’s

website and in the 2 for 1

Guide before visiting, as the 

card may not be valid on

specific days and booking 

may be required.

Chirk Castle

Plas Cadnant

This hidden gem features a wooded valley, river and waterfalls and this spectacular walled garden

Take a relaxing stroll through the formal gardens and pleasure grounds, enjoying fragrant roses and fine views 

ALWAYS CHECKÉ
with the garden before you
travel. Opening times and

restrictions may vary

2 for 1 Entry Guide sponsored by
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Laura and Joe Carey, Luton

When Laura and Joe

created their garden

they didn’t have a

fixed plan, the layout

evolved naturally

“We love to socialise
and enjoy the space 
with other people”
A young couple transformed their garden into an impressive place for 
entertaining – with vibrant colour and space to unwind on every level 

June 2021    gardenersworld.com90
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Entering our Gardens of the Year

competition in 2020 turned out to

be a life-changing experience for

Joe and Laura Carey. During the

time they were creating their

striking terraced garden in Luton,

Joe was Head of Design at a local

secondary school and Laura had 

been working in design and

marketing, but had taken time

off after having a baby the year

before. They say that their success

in the competition is one of the

reasons they decided to combine

two of the things they love most

– gardens and design – and start

new careers; they both quit their

jobs and set up their own garden 

design company.

Their own plot was certainly

a great challenge to start with,

having steep banks that they

decided to tackle mainly on their

own. They threw themselves into

carpentry, horticulture and, of

course, lots of clever design ideas 

and their efforts certainly 

impressed our judges.

What was your garden like

when you first moved in here?

The garden was roughly cut into

four levels but each of the levels

was sloping. So the first thing we

did was try to redefine them; to 

Garden plan

Dining

area

Grape

vine

Pizza

oven

Terraced

borders

Herb bed

Greenhouse

Cabana

Garden

approx

10m wide x

30m long

make them straight and flat so

that they would be useful for

different things. When it came

to the plants nothing was really

growing, we suspect the previous

owners had taken a lot of plants

with them! Although the grape

vine was very well established, so

we did make a point of trying to

keep that. We had almost 200

bunches of grapes from it in the 

first summer we were here.

What did you do to create the 

garden we see today?

Our approach to redesigning this

space was very much driven by

our background in design, so we

approached it first by looking at

space and colour. We didn’t know

a lot about plants when we first

started, we probably thought more

about what colours, structures

and textures went well together.

Later on, we started to think

about how the plants would thrive

in our dry soil and survive in the

really sunny parts of the garden.

Before long we were making plant

spreadsheets and we just started 

“Wow! You would never expect to find a

garden like this hiding behind the house!”

Alan Titchmarsh, competition judge

reader garden

1 Cleverly, the

horizontal slats on this

handmade pergola get

closer together towards

the top creating a snug

feel with more privacy 

2 Smart design

touches, such as these

raised terracotta pots,

add flair to this plot

2

1
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to become obsessed! Thinking 

back we should have planned the 

whole thing out in advance but it 

just sort of developed organically.

We started at the bottom, which 

got finished first but then that 

meant we were bringing materials 

and plants across the one bit of 

the garden that was finished! 

Every year we’ve lived here we 

have moved the plants around – 

almost entirely sometimes – to try 

and get it right. I think we’ve 

finally got it looking good now.

Did anyone help you make  

the garden?

We had a nasty car accident three 

years back that resulted in Joe 

sustaining a lifelong wrist injury. 

However, the garden was such a 

place of retreat and hope for us 

both at that time. Joe needed  a lot 

of recovery time to regain some 

movement in his hand and wrist 

and the garden was just a peaceful 

and calm sanctuary to enjoy when 

he couldn’t do much for himself.

We were halfway through 

building the garden at the time of 

the crash so to help out we would 

trick people into coming round for 

a BBQ and then when they arrived 

hand them a spade and say, ‘Oh 

we just need to level this area’! We 

tricked consecutive friends into 

coming round for what they 

thought was just finishing off, but 

actually it was five days of hard 

manual labour for free! Of course, 

we rewarded them with meals 

because we do love to entertain 

and to cook outside.

You have quite a few 

entertaining spaces – was 

creating a social garden 

important to you both?

Definitely, it is such a party 

garden and we love to entertain 

and enjoy the space with other 

people. The beauty of having 

embraced the many levels, is that 

you can have multiple ‘rooms’ on 

the go at one time. So we had the 

fireplace at the top for a quieter, 

more chilled area away from the 

house. Further down we have the 

grape vine tunnel which is lit by 

solar festoon lighting and creats a 

really nice transition to take you 

from the upper deck down to the 

lower terrace with the pizza oven 

– all via the hammock cabana! 

And that pizza oven has seen a lot 

of action: it almost never got cold 

June 2021

last summer even though it was 

mainly for just us. We also love fire 

pits and have a few of them dotted 

around. We would cook outside 

most of the summer for ourselves 

through lockdown and it really 

highlighted that it wasn’t just a 

novelty, it really was about the 

flavours and experience of 

cooking in the garden. 

During lockdown we also 

helped out a friend and local 

musician who actually used our 

garden to film his latest music 

video. One very hot summer’s 

afternoon, a small crew came with 

sound and film equipment. We 

watched from our back bedroom 

window as the musicians played. 

It felt like we’d won the lottery as 

live music performances were a 

rarity during the summer of 2020, 

let alone one in your own garden!

What were your main 

inspirations for the garden?

In terms of colour, it was all about 

the bluey purples and acid yellows 

3

1
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1  Laura and Joe are 

never short of 

entertaining space, 

having built 

somewhere to relax 

on every terrace

2  At the top of the 

garden the couple 

have created a large 

dining area, where 

friends and family 

can gather for an  

al fresco meal

3  Laura’s eye for colour 

combination means 

each plant has to 

earn its place in the 

planting scheme, 

with lime greens and 

rich purples being 

favourites blends

4  Water is used subtly 

in several parts of 

the garden, such as 

this calming rill and 

in a recycled 

galvanised tank 

June 2021

reader garden

4

2





1 The old grape vine

was one fo the few

mature plants the

couple inherited and

it has produced an

abundance of grapes,

as well as creating a

green tunnel over

one of the paths

2 Mint is one of Joe

and Laura’s favourite

herbs to grow and

they are never short

of a few sprigs for

a summery cocktail

3 Their homemade

pizza oven creates

a real dining focal

point on the first

terrace of the garden

and has been at the

centre of many of the

couple’s parties

Want to see your garden in our magazine? Don’t miss your
LAST CHANCE to enter this year’s Gardens of the Year

competition, which closes on 14 June 2021! See p98 for details
and enter at: gardenersworld.com/garden-competition

and that really just influenced all

of the plants in the garden. We

also love green-blue foliage, which 

is good because a lot of those

plants can stand the heat and are 

very drought tolerant.

In terms of hard landscaping,

we stuck with black and white to

keep it simple – and it’s never

going to go out of style. The only

thing that breaks our two-colour

rule is the wooden bench! But that

black and white just exaggerates

the colour of the plants and makes

the green really sing. We’ve had

some plants that have had to go –

even when we’ve nurtured them 

from seed. If once they’ve

flowered they turned out to be

the wrong shade, they’ve ended 

up being given away.

We also love to grow lots of

herbs – in particular different

types of mint for mojitos and 

other cocktails.

What would you say to someone

thinking of entering this year?

Go for it! If nothing else, it forces

you to get things finished. If you’re 

like us, we had a million little

projects on the go and this really

pushed us to get it ‘show garden

ready’. We’ve learned so much

through the process. People

would come into our garden and

say things like ‘you should write

to a magazine’. My advice would

be, if someone has said this about

your garden – you should probably 

enter GW Gardens of the Year

competition! Sometimes you don’t 

realise what you’ve got until

someone with fresh eyes tells you! 

See more of Joe and Laura’s 

designs on Instagram

@jandlgardendesign

■ NEXT MONTH: Get inspiration

from front gardens, including

two neighbours’ shared plot

1
2

3

reader garden
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What you can win

14 June – 
final call  

for entries

June 2021

All eight winning gardens 

will win a professional 

photoshoot of their garden 

and be featured in BBC 

Gardeners’ World Magazine 

in 2021-22. 

The winner of the 

Judges’ Choice will also 

win a holiday for two, 

courtesy of South Carolina 

Tourism, worth over £8,000, 

including:

K Return flights

K 7 nights in 4* hotels –  

3 nights in the historic 

city of Charleston 

and 4 nights in the 

ocean resort of 

Myrtle Beach

K VIP gardening 

experiences and more

The winner can 

enjoy everything the two 

cities have to offer – from 

beautiful beaches, carriage 

rides, museums and 

glorious gardens. They can 

also learn about the history 

of the plantations that 

shaped the cities, and how 

it resonates today. 

PLUS, our Highly 

Commended and People’s 

Choice winners will each 

receive £1,000 worth of 

garden centre vouchers

For full details of all prizes see 

gardenersworld.com/garden-competition

If you have been thinking about entering this 

year, now is the time to share your hard work 

and creativity before the competition closes 

on 14 June 2021. You never know, you could  

be one of our eight lucky winners!

Whether you’re new to gardening with your 

first plot or have been gardening for years,  

we want to see your creations. We’ll pick eight 
winners who have created inspiring gardens 

filled with personality and passion. Our expert 

judges, including Alan Titchmarsh and previous 

winners, will help choose the finalists before 

our judging panel awards the prizes. And don’t 

forget that this year we’ll be looking carefully  

at wildlife as we champion everything  

from bee-friendly flowers to hedgehog-

hideaways, alongside our usual criteria.

Take some photographs of your 

treasured garden and enter our 

Gardens of the Year competition 

now. But hurry – the competition 

closes at midday on 14 June 2021! 

Don’t leave it too late to show us your garden – 

there are £10,000 of prizes to be won

competition!
Last chance to enter our

Does your garden 

flourish in a harsh 

environment?

Has your garden risen 

to the occasion?

there are many opportunities to enjoy

the luxurious tranquillity that comes  

from ambling amongst nature’s bounties. 

Explore South Carolina in the springtime, 

from the rolling Appalachians in the north 

colour with its amazing azaleas,

magnificent magnolias and dazzling 

dogwoods. To learn more, visit discover 

Enjoy colourful parks

See abundant azaleas
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1. GO TO gardenersworld.com/garden-

competition to enter

2. UPLOAD at least six photos and tell us

how you created your garden. Choose photos

that show areas of your garden, not individual

plants. And we’d like to see a photo of the

garden before you transformed it, plus a photo

of you in your garden.

3. ENTER by midday on 14 June 2021

If your garden is a winner, we will contact you in

June to arrange a date for photography, which

must be completed by mid-August.

Enter by midday on 14 June 2021 at

gardenersworld.com/garden-competition

How to enter

ABOUT OUR SPONSOR

Just like you, Jordans Cereals is proud of 

looking after its outdoor spaces. That’s why 

the Jordans Farm Partnership was launched: 

a unique collaboration between Jordans, The 

Wildlife Trusts, LEAF (Linking Environment and 

Farming) and The Prince’s Countryside Fund. 

Through the scheme, each of Jordans’ British 

oat farmers dedicate at least 10% of their 

land to wildlife areas, helping not only to grow 

oats sustainably, but 

keep our countryside 

bursting with nature.

Our competition is open to gardens from across the UK, of all shapes and sizes – so just give it a go! 

“It’ll be great to see 
if gardeners have 
thought about how 
they can provide the 
resources for 
species to complete 
their life cycles. As 
well as offering food 
and water, have they 
provided shelter – 
perhaps piles of 
dead wood or areas 
of long grass? I’ll be 
impressed by 
gardens that are 
working with nature 
– encouraging 
natural predators 
rather than using 
pesticides.”
Claire

Is your plot a haven 

for wildlife?

“Each year I am 
astonished and 
delighted at the 
standard of entries 
in this competition 
and I look forward 
to the endlessly 
inspiring ideas and 
invention that our 
readers seem to 
possess. The 
gardens I love the 
most are those I 
want to be in rather 
than just look at. I 
can’t wait to see 
another year of 
fantastic British 
gardens!”
Alan

“Once again, I am 
surprised by how 
inventive and 
creative the entries 
are. Each year 
seems to get better, 
so I am expecting 
great things this 
year! It will be 
interesting to see  
if the trend I have 
seen in my own 
work – for outdoor 
lounge areas and 
safe spaces for the 
family to enjoy –  
is making its way 
into the nation’s 
gardens too.”
Kate

“This competition 
is always a joy, 
sharing the best  
of the country’s 
gardening craft and 
passions, while 
allowing us all a 
peek into some 
extraordinary 
private paradises. 
Great gardens to 
me are not about 
perfection, they 
express who you 
are and they tell  
a story. Being on  
the judging panel  
is one of the 
highlights of my 
gardening year.”
Diarmuid

Alan Titchmarsh Kate Gould Diarmuid Gavin Claire Gibbs

Garden designer and 

TV presenter, Diarmuid 

has designed many 

award-winning gardens.

Senior ecologist, 

Claire works for The 

Wildlife Trusts and is a 

keen wildlife gardener. 

TV presenter and 

regular contributor, Alan 

has created gorgeous 

gardens, large and small.

Garden designer, Kate 

has won ‘Best in Show’ 

three times at the RHS 

Chelsea Flower Show.

HOW DO YOU IMPRESS OUR JUDGES?

Have you created a tropical 

urban sanctuary?
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Outdoors
Spending time alfresco is more 

important than ever, and whether 
you have a large garden or just a few 

containers on a balcony, we have 
inspiring ways to turn your plot into  

a summer sanctuary 
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Turn a quiet part of your 

garden into an escape from 

the hubbub, with a hammock 

strung between sturdy trees, 

or on a hammock frame

gardenersworld.com 101June 2021

outdoor living
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Isle of Harris

Balmoral Castle

Inverness

Terms and Conditions Holidays organised by and subject to the booking conditions of Riviera Travel, New Manor, 328 Wetmore Road, Burton-upon-Trent, Staffs DE14 1SP, and are offered subject to availability. 
ABTA V4744 ATOL 3430 protected. Per person prices based on two sharing a twin room. Single rooms and optional insurance available at a supplement. Images used in conjunction with Riviera Travel. 
Additional entrance costs may apply. *Reverse itinerary and travel to/from embarkation/disembarkation locations available. **Government guidelines may delay in gifts being sent out.

EXCLUSIVE TRAVEL OFFERoffer

Discover Scotland’s
Highlands and Islands by sea
8 days from only £1,999pp, departing July 2021

PRICE INCLUDES
✿ 7 nights onboard MS

Seaventure in your choice of

cabin or suite, with sea views

✿ Embarkation in Edinburgh 

and disembarkation  

in Greenock*

✿ Guided sightseeing tours of

Aberdeen, Inverness, Oban,

the Isle of Lewis and Kirkwall

✿ Visits to Balmoral Castle

with a self-guided tour, and a

scenic drive around Loch Ness

✿ Full breakfast, buffet lunch,

afternoon tea and á la carte 

dinner daily onboard

✿ Five-star service from

English-speaking crew and

knowledgeable local guides

✿ Complimentary wi-fi  

onboard

✿ Services of a Riviera Travel

Cruise Director and Concierge

✿ Covid Cancellation

protection included  

as standard

Explore the best of Scotland by

sea on our new small-ship cruises, 

setting sail for the first time in

summer 2021. A truly unique

experience, MS Seaventure is the

only ship of its size to cruise the

breathtaking waters of the British 

Isles, offering all the exciting

possibilities of ocean cruising MS Seaventure

aboard a boutique ship with fewer

than 170 guests. You’ll be able

to dock in smaller harbours that

large ships cannot reach, getting 

right to the heart of the

destinations you visit. Plus, with

a fascinating tour at every port of

call, there’s so much to see as you

sail on this world-class small ship.

Newly refurbished in 2019,

this contemporary craft boasts

a fitness suite, sauna and

heated saltwater pool ready

for you to unwind in as you cruise

to new destinations. And with a

ratio of less than 2:1 guest-to-

crew, so you’ll always have a

friendly and professional member 

of the team waiting to make

your MS Seaventure experience  

as special as it can be.

Soak up Scotland’s beautiful

landscapes as you experience

this diverse country by sea. Taking 

in Aberdeen and Balmoral

Castle, before heading to

Inverness, Orkney, Oban and

the fascinating Outer Hebrides,

you’ll be inspired by Loch Ness, 

the Ring of Brodgar and

neolithic Orkney, as our world-

class vessel also explores the

less-visited ports of Scotland.

Isle of Lewis

NEW
for

2021

FREE TRAVEL WALLET WITH ALL BOOKINGS**

For more details or to book

01283 742397 quote Gardeners’ World  gwdriviera.co.uk
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Feel comfortable

Outdoor seating
A good quality garden sofa is a wise

investment, and while you may not get 

quite as much use from it as your

indoor one, a comfy outdoor seat will

pay off in the long run as using it will

encourage the whole family to spend 

more time outside.

 Outdoor sofa
Florence Garden Corner 

Sofa Set, £1,100,

homebase.co.uk 

The answer to creating a relaxing and enjoyable outdoor 

environment is simple: create an area in your garden 

that’s just as comfortable as your living room...outdoors

103gardenersworld.com

outdoor living

June 2021

“Garden furnishings are a great

way to introduce trendy colours

into a garden. Outdoor rugs

can provide a burst of welcome

colour. Beautiful prints and

patterns can add interest and

luxury to seating. Introduce these

through cushions and throws”
Manoj Malde, garden designer

▲ Rugs
An outdoor rug is

essential for creating

that ‘outside in’ vibe. 

Fab Hab Cancun

Outdoor Rug, in

Candy, £94.95,

cuckooland.com
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Relax and have fun
Enjoying your outdoor space needn't cost the earth –

a picnic rug, a hammock or a den are all affordable ways 

to create a fun place to unwind in. And additions

such as swings and hidden nooks keep things playful.

 A touch of whimsy
You might be surprised at

some of the other ways

you can bring fun to your

garden – could you fit a

slide through a sloping

bed? Or add a wooden

swing seat for adults and 

kids alike to enjoy? 

 Secret spaces
A den can be whipped up

quickly with an old sheet

and a washing line or you

could opt for something

like this attractive set with

bunting. Kids will love the 

sense of adventure it

brings. Cottage Garden 

Den Kit, £45,

thedenkitco.com

▲ Hammocks
If you don’t want to invest in a sofa, or

haven’t got much room, a hammock is

a great way to create a special space for

lazing away a Sunday afternoon. They

come in all shapes and sizes. We love this 

Tassle Single Garden Hammock, £105, 

beaumonde.co.uk   



One a day
lowers cholesterol

Read more: Benecol.co.uk

Scan your
£1 discount
coupon here.

Your
Delicious

One a Day

Plant stanol ester has been shown to lower cholesterol. High cholesterol is a risk factor in the development of coronary heart disease.

A daily intake of 1.5-2.4g of plant stanols has been shown to lower cholesterol by 7-10% in 2-3 weeks.



BEST
BUY

Eat well
If you’ve invested time in growing your own food,

what better way to enjoy the fruits of your labour 

than out in the fresh air among family?outdoors

Barbecues
Nothing says summer quite

like cooking al fresco in your 

garden and, when the

weather is fine and warm,

a barbecue is at the heart of a

feast with friends and family. We joined

our friends at BBC Good Food Magazine

to put charcoal barbecues to the test.

These are our five Best Buys but you can

see the full results of the barbecues we

tested at gardenersworld.com/reviews

 1 Best kettle  

barbecue

Weber Classic Kettle Charcoal 

Barbecue 57cm £204.74

A sturdy, classic kettle barbecue with a

simple intuitive design, it’s ideal for new 

users. Big enough to feed up to six

people it’s easy to move in and out of

storage and has handy features like easy

cleaning, ash collection and a hook on

the hood for tucking it out of the way 

while turning your burgers. The

handbook ensures great cooking results. 

17/20
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▲ 2 Best barrel 
barbecue

Vonhaus Barrel Charcoal 
Barbecue £84.99

This barbecue is the archetypal charcoal 

barrel model, offering an effcient

cooking surface that’s just right for

catering for large crowds. It’s very well

thought out and sturdily built and is also 

quick to heat up, cooking succulently 

with good grill lines.

▲ 3 Best for ease  
of use

Lotus Grill £150

A fan-assisted grill that takes around four

minutes to reach cooking temperature,

this is a dream to light and use. It’s smoke

free, so is ideal for use in small gardens or 

on balconies. Plus, the outer casing

doesn’t get hot so it’s safe and great for

cooking on a table or on the grass for a

picnic. Food cooks quickly and thoroughly 

with a choice of direct or indirect heat.

4 Best investment
barbecue

Big Green Egg large
ceramic grill £1,175

A multitasking piece of kit that grills,

smokes, bakes and roasts. It takes some

getting used to, but once you’re familiar

with the temperature control and various

mechanisms, you’re away. The barbecue

function is excellent – it comes up to

temperature in 20 minutes, producing

succulent, tasty food that doesn’t stick

and it can hit searing temperatures or

retain a gentle heat with fnite precision

for very long periods.
17/20

18/20

 5 Best for
a design statement

Symple Stuff 50cm Kamado
Charcoal barbecue £99.99

With its eye-catching design and

stainless-steel fnish, this barbecue is

a real talking point. The tall column

functions as a vent to control airflow to

the main frebox, resulting in great heat

distribution and the choice of heights on

the grill allows you to switch between

different heats to achieve optimum

cooking conditions for your food.  

A simple table setting in

a shady spot is perfect for a

barbecue feast. Solar lights in

trees add extra atmosphere

gardenersworld.com 107June 2021
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The go-to begonia for
professionals who want 
truly show-stopping
hanging basket displays!
You’ll be blown away
by the sheer number of
breathtakingly beautiful,
double and semi-double
flowers cascading down
from your baskets and pots
throughout summer… and
well into autumn too! This
award-winning variety is
a best-seller every year
and it is little wonder why! 
Grows to 40cm.

✔ One of the most
popular summer-
flowering plants

✔ Bred to withstand the
wettest summer and
to produce the
strongest blooms

✔ Wonderful mix of
warm apricot shades 
flowering right up
to the first frosts
in autumn

✔ Easy to get great
displays in hanging
baskets, wall planters 
or pots

Begonia Illumination ‘Apricot Shades’

AD CODE
GW117

YOUR PAYMENT DETAILS I enclose a cheque/Postal Order payable to
YouGarden (name & address on back) for £

Or charge my Visa / Mastercard / Maestro card:
Card Issue
No. No.
Start Exp
Date Date

DELIVERY DETAILS
Mr/Mrs/Ms/Miss Initial Surname
Address

Postcode
Email
Tel

PLEASE SEND TO: Offer GW117, YouGarden, PO Box 1468,
Peterborough, PE1 9XL

3 EASY WAYS
TO ORDER NOW!

0844 502 0050 www.YouGarden.com/GW117USE CODE

GW117

or by post using coupon below to: Offer GW117 YouGarden, PO Box 1468, Peterborough, PE1 9XL
Calls cost 5p per min plus your network’s access charge. 

SPECIAL BONUS OFFER

Begonia Non Stop
The go-to begonia for professionals
who want truly show-stopping
hanging basket displays!
You’ll be blownaway by the
sheer number of breathtakingly
beautiful, double and semi-double
flowers cascading down from
your baskets and pots throughout
summer… and well into autumn
too! This award-winning variety
is a best-seller every year and it is 
little wonder why!
Grows to 40cm
Supplied as 18 Jumbo Plugs

ITEM CODE 400085

ONLY £9.99
SAVE £5.00!

“Professional displays, with ease…
Smothered in double fl owers throughout summer!”

Item Description Price Qty Subtotal

400104
Begonia Illumanition ‘Apricot Shades’
BUY 12 GET 12 FREE SAVE £14.99

£14.99

400085 Begonia Non Stop 18 Jumbo Plugs SAVE £5.00! £9.99

100062 Blooming Fast Superior Soluble Fertiliser 500g £6.99

JOIN THE YOUGARDEN CLUB - Get £20.00 FREE vouchers & SAVE 10% on EVERY ITEM you order!

820005 Renewal Subscription Membership*: SAVE £15.00! £5.00

820001 1 Year Membership: Was £20.00 SAVE £10.00! £10.00

DON’T FORGET: Deduct 10% (10p in every £1) if you joined the YouGarden Club:

Add PP&I £6.99

TOTAL
ORDER
VALUE

“The UK’s Favourite Begonia Variety, For 

Begonia Illumination ‘Apricot Shades’
Supplied as 12 jumbo plugs in a mix of warm Apricot Shades

BUY 12 GET 12 FREE • SAVE £14.99

2 Should any hardy plants fail to
thrive thereafter, we will replace
free of charge. You just pay the P&P.

Peter McDermott,
Head Gardener

My DOUBLE GUARANTEE to you!

If you do not wish to receive catalogues & offers
from us, please tick here .
We think you’d enjoy some of the latest
products and selected offers by post from other
trusted retailers, charities, finance, travel, FMCG
and utility companies. If you do not wish to
receive these, please tick here .
Full details at YouGarden.com/Privacy.
© YouGarden Limited 2021.

*We’ll automatically renew your membership every year, so you can keep saving - AND the price will NEVER go up...
GUARANTEED! Full details at YouGarden.com/Club. Orders dispatched within 10-14 days. Delivery to UK only and a £6.00
surcharge will apply to the following postcode areas: AB, BT, DD8-11, GY, HS, IM, IV, JE, KA27-28, KW, PA20-80, PH19-50,
TR21-25 & ZE. Offer subject to availability and in the event that this offer is oversubscribed, we reserve the right to send
suitable substitutes. Images show mature plants. See website for full product details and T&Cs. Following Brexit there are
a number of changes that prevent us from trading in N. Ireland. For further details please visit www.yougarden.com

Offer available while stocks last. © YouGarden 2021

In High
Demand!

Order Now
To Avoid

Disappointment!

+PP&I

YOU SAVE £14.99

ONLY

BUY 12 GET 12 FREE!

£14.99
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“For cocktails that use fresh herbs, such as mojitos,

why not experiment with different herbs from your

patch? Avoid anything in the onion family, but basil,

rosemary, fennel or lemon thyme are great on their

own or in a combination with mint.”
Miriam Nice, Drinks expert Good Food

Seek shade
When it's time to eat, you’ll want to set your table up

away from the glare of the sun. To save moving around

the garden, invest in a pergola – it will give you years of

dappled shade for lazy lunches. Or you could even try

making your own as a project. They also make great focal

points and give you the option to grow fragrant climbers. 

See gardenersworld.com/plants/best-plants-for-a-
pergola/ for ideas on what to grow on them. 

 Parosol
A smart parasol is another 

stylish fix for instant

shade. Navy & Sand

striped parasol, £125,  

ellajames.co.uk
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“Using plants such as gardenia, datura 

or jasmine in pots will allow you to

move them close to a seating area or

patio to fill those long summer nights

with scent. Fragrant plants can also 

have therapeutic effects and 

help you unwind.”
Ashley Edwards, Head 

Gardener, Horatio’s

Garden, London

and South East

▲ Lights
The right lights can create a

wonderful atmosphere and

prolong garden leisure time

well beyond dusk. If you don’t

want to plump for installed

electric lighting, or worried

about candles posing a

hazard, solar lights are an

economical alternative and

are environmentally

friendly, too.

VISIT gardenersworld.com/productguides
for more ideas on the best garden accessories,
such as fre pits, furnishings and decorations

 Fire pits
If the summer night

temperature drops, there's

no better way to keep you 

cosy outdoors than a

stylish fre pit. This Celeste

model is a good all-round 

option, from £130, 

frepitsuk.com

Make sure your garden is reaching its full

potential by building in ways to keep you 

outdoors long after the sun sets 



Monday - Saturday 9am - 5pm

cyan.co.uk
020 8655 6240

Unit 8 Gateway Business Park Station Approach Rd CR5 2NS   

Delivered fully assembled except sun loungers & parasols requiring part assembly. Offer valid until 30/6/21.  Nationwide delivery mainland England, Wales & parts of Scotland

ORDER TO DELIVERY

CONTACT-FREE

SAFE & SECURE

INTEGRITY | VALUE | CRAFTSMANSHIP | STYLE

BISTRO Folding Sets
Teak with hot-dipped galvanised

powder-coated steel frames.

CS161 0.8m 2 Seat

CS163 1.2m 4 Seat

CLIVEDON Teak Tea
Table & Armchairs 
CS361

BALMORAL
Teak Benches*

LT375 1.35m

LT025 1.65m

LT026 1.95m

LT027  

LUTYENS
Teak Benches*

For prices and availability please check our website

• Honey Wicker

• Java Brown

• Grey Marble

p

in 3 stylish colours, ma

comfortable and durab

Raucord Rattan.

SANDRINGHAM

Teak Table with St. 

CS478 4 Seat 0.9m Table

CS486 6 Seat 1.5m

LT329 1.2m

LT136 1.5m

LT033 1.8m

LT034 2.4m

LT265 3.0m

* with selected furniture
Teak Sun Lounger*

LT176

Teak Steamer Chair*

LT602 / LT604 with wheels

LT003

Umbra Cantilever

Tilting Parasols

WIMBLEDON *

Teak Banana Bench 
LT031CA 1.59m

* Cushions / parasols

   sold separately

Always Great Quality & Value
BROMPTON Teak Extending
Table with Bali Stacking Chairs*

CS203 6 Seat 1.2 x 1.2-1.8m Table

For more great value outdoor
furniture, visit cyan.co.uk now

Versailles Teak Planters

All our furniture has been

sustainably sourced and

expertly handcrafted in

the traditional manner

using grade-A teak. 

Adjustable knee and back rest-section for ultimate 

comfort and support for your legs and back.



To find out more about leaving a

gift in your Will to Battersea,

please call 020 7627 9300, email

specialgifts@battersea.org.uk, 

or return this form. 

The data you’ve provided will be used by Battersea Dogs &

Cats Home to send you a gifts in Wills information pack.

For more information about how we use your data, visit 

battersea.org.uk/privacy

Return form to the Special Gifts Team:

Freepost RTLJ-ETCZ-SCCZ, Battersea Dogs & Cats Home, 

4 Battersea Park Road, London SW8 4AA 

Battersea Dogs & Cats Home is a charity

registered in England and Wales (206394).

For over 160 years, Battersea has been here for every dog

and cat who needs us, caring for them until we can fi nd 

them the homes where they truly belong.

One in three of these animals is cared for thanks to gifts

in Wills. By leaving a gift in your Will to Battersea, you help

ensure that we can be here for even more dogs and cats in 

the future.

A gift in your Will helps the dogs and cats 

who deserve it most

FREE
GIF TS

IN WILLS
GUIDE

Name

Address

Postcode
AH058

Title

GIVE THE GIFT

 OF BELONGING 



Adam’s Weekend Project

Compost bin
Follow Adam Frost’s practical project and recycle your garden waste

If you follow some
simple rules, making

your own compost
is not only easy but 
a beautiful thing

113gardenersworld.comJune 2021  

PHOTOS SARAH CUTTLE

A homemade bin will

accommodate large

amounts of garden

waste, resulting in a

bounty of free compost
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4  Use the plank lengthwise to position the baton 22mm from the post’s 

long edge. Drill a hole through the baton and fix to the post with 50mm 

screws. Repeat on the other posts. The planks will be fixed to these batons. 

1  Mark up your 100mm x 100mm posts into 1,300mm lengths, then 

carefully cut to size using a saw. Take your time so you have a nice 

square finish – these four timbers will be the corner posts.

7  Screw the top and bottom (1,000mm) planks to the batons on both 

sides of the bin, to keep the corner posts upright and correctly 

spaced. Check they’re level, both horizontally and vertically. 

8  Add water to the pre-mixed concrete, as per the pack instructions, 

until you have a pliable mix. Fill each hole in turn, working the concrete 

around the posts to ensure it makes good contact with the timber.

If you have space, making 

garden compost is one of the most 

important things you can do as a 

gardener. Homemade compost is 

beneficial for your plants, your soil, 

the environment and, best of all, it 

transforms green waste from our 

gardens and kitchens – for free. 

Most of the compost I make 

tends to get used as mulch or  

is dug in to enrich the soil. But 

occasionally, if I’m really pleased 

with how it turns out, I will bag it 

up to use in potting mixes.

Some people see making 

compost as a complicated, smelly 

and dirty job, which, in honesty,  

it can occasionally be if not done 

well. However, if you follow some 

simple rules, making your own 

compost is not only easy but a 

beautiful thing. It’s also something 

you can do all year round, as and 

when you have suitable material. 

By building your own compost 

bin, you can create something that 

will last. You can also adjust the 

size to suit your space. The front 

planks are removable, to make 

accessing the compost easier.  

It can be built in just a weekend, 

and further bays can be added. 

The timber will probably come in 

2.4m or 3m lengths, so will need  

to be cut to size. It should all be 

tanalised or pressure treated. 

My step-by-step guide 
Compost bin

You will need
Treated timber:

4 x posts (for corners): 
1,300mm lengths of 
100mm x 100mm post

27 x planks (for sides and 
back): 1,000mm lengths  
of 100mm x 22mm

9 x planks (for removable 
front): 995mm lengths  
of 100mm x 22mm

10 x 1,000mm lengths  
of roofing baton

Workmate or flat  
surface to work on

Tape measure 

Pencil

Saw

Power screwdriver

40mm and 50mm  
screws

Spirit level

Set square

Timber to use as 
temporary props 

Shovel

Ready-mixed concrete
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Make the back by laying the other two posts on the ground and fixing

9 planks down the length of the batons. Dig 4 holes for the legs of the 

posts, deep enough so the lowest plank is just off the ground.

5
Fix two batons to the two front posts to make a vertical slot to hold

the removable front planks. Temporarily screw a front (995mm) plank

in place at the top and bottom to ensure the slot is the right width (22mm). 

2
Cut the 100mm x 22mm planks for the bin’s sides – 27 x 1,000mm

lengths for the 3 fixed sides, and 9 x 995mm lengths for the front.

Then cut 6 x 990mm lengths of roofing baton to hold the planks in place. 

3
Fix a corner post in your workmate, then rest one of your planks at

the top of the post on its edge. Butt a roofing baton up to it – this will 

set the distance of your baton from the top of the post (i.e. 22mm).

9
Once the concrete is just shy of ground level, check the posts

again, horizontally and vertically. Adjust and prop in place using

angled batons and screws. Leave for 24 hours to let the concrete set.

10
Once set, fix the remaining 1,000mm planks to the sides, as you

did the back. Then unscrew the two front planks (from step 5) – 

this will allow you to slide the front planks in and out of place.

115gardenersworld.comJune 2021  
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On TV Catch Adam and
the rest of the Gardeners’

World team every Friday
at 9pm (8pm on 25 June). 

Catch up with Adam

Site your bin where temperature and

moisture levels are fairly consistent – I place

mine in semi-shade or shade. Great compost has

a balance of the green and brown materials you

add to it. I start my mixes off at 50/50 and then

adjust over time as I turn the mix. Too much

green and it might start getting slimy, whereas

too much brown can leave everything too dry.

Turn the mix regularly, I turn mine monthly,

to add air and balance composting materials

with moisture levels. Keep the heap moist in

dry weather – but if it looks too wet and starts

to smell, add more brown items and aerate by

turning. As your compost starts to break down, 

check its temperature by reaching into the

middle of the pile – it should hopefully feel warm.

Covering the top of the heap with cardboard or

old carpet can help maintain the temperature .

My compost is normally usable after about

a year, though it can take two to reach its best.

Good compost is dark brown and crumbles in

the hand. If not everything is fully rotted, just

remove these bits and use for the next batch.  

What to add to your heap

■ Green waste

• Grass clippings

• Soft, leafy plants, including annual weeds

• Fruit and vegetables

• Uncooked kitchen waste

■ Brown waste

• Prunings and hedgetrimmings (ideally shredded) 

• Wood chip (small)

• Leaves

• Paper and card (torn up or shredded)

• Straw

• Plant stems

• Composted bark

• Tea bags and coffee grounds

• Eggshells (can take time to break down)

• Sawdust from untreated wood

• Shredded newspaper

• Pet bedding

■ Don’t add

• Anything containing meat, oil, fat or grease

• Diseased plant materials

• Dog or cat faeces

• Dairy products

Composting 
essentials

adam’s weekend project

LISTEN to Adam talk about his
gardening life, and hear our other experts 
too, at gardenersworld.com/podcast 

Making your own

compost means

you’ll have plenty

to use as mulch

Join us as we discover the

gardens of the Cotswolds,

on this bespoke reader holiday.

Included is an exclusive guided

tour of Thenford, Michael and

Anne Heseltine’s iconic private

garden, where you’ll be joined

by Adam Frost for lunch and a

talk with Q&A. Book or find out

more at gardenersworld.

com/adam-cotswolds-tour 

or call 020 7553 6945.

See website for full terms and conditions

16-20 September 2021

5 days, 4 nights from £995

gardenersworld.com116 June 2021

Compost is normally usable after about a year, 

though it can take up to two to reach its best 

MEET ADAM ON OUR COTSWOLDS TOURoffer

BOOK
NOW!

The Rill



Send to: Hayloft Plants

FREEPOST RTGR-JAGJ-JETG, WR10 3HB

PLEASE COMPLETE IN BLOCK CAPITALS

I enclose cheque/PO for made payable to Hayloft Plants Ltd

Please write your name and address on the reverse of the cheque

Your details are kept securely and not shared with third parties. You will receive a catalogue, welcome email

and special offers, if you prefer not to receive them please call 01386 562999. For T&Cs – see hayloft.co.uk

Name

Address

Postcode Tel

Email

G
W

0
6

2
1

Please debit my Visa/Mastercard

Card no

ExpiryValid
from

CV2

THANK YOU, WE WILL CONFIRM YOUR ORDER

Please Send Item Code Price Qty Total

1 Plant PTBH01-GW0621 £18

3 Plants PTBH03-GW0621 £27

P&P (UK only) £4.95

 Total

PHONE

0333 358 2006

ORDER ONLINE
hayloft.co.uk

QUOTE GW0621

Attract the bees and the butterfl ies

Buddleja High Five rare | unusual | exciting

A
BUDDLEJA FOR any size garden with its compact upright habit and plump flower stems made up of hundreds of tiny double blooms. Once known

for being intrusive and too large, this brand new dwarf Buddleja will look truly incredible as a feature on your patio this summer where you can

enjoy the beauty as well as the sweet honey fragrance. Flowering through summer and autumn the bees and butterflies will be frequent visitors whilst

celebrating with a ‘give me five’. Incredible easy to grow, preferring a sunny or partially shaded position. Fully hardy perennial. Eventual height of 80cm.

Your order is covered by our No Quibble Guarantee and will be confi rmed together with a copy of our latest catalogue. Your 9cm pot plants will be 

delivered within 14 days.

BRAND NEW & EXCLUSIVE DOUBLE FLOWERING DWARF BUDDLEJA

BUY 3

FOR JUST

A POT

£9



With a garden full of fresh growth and abundant 

flowers, pruning might not be at the top of your list of jobs 

to do this month. However, don’t leave your secateurs in 

the shed, because pruning now will help to get the best 

performance out of many garden plants. Spring- and early 

summer-flowering shrubs should be pruned now (once 

they’ve finished flowering) to encourage strong growth that 

will mature to become future flowering wood. It’s mostly a 

case of clever thinning by cutting the oldest wood out from 

the base. This lets in light to stimulate new growth without 

the shape of the shrub changing. Early flowering climbers 

like Clematis montana can also be pruned and trained now 

to keep them from swamping your plant supports. 

The nesting season lasts until August, so check for nests 

in shrubs and climbers. If you have to leave it, you can do  

a lighter tidy-up of damaged or dead wood later in the 

summer and, hopefully, get back to thinning it next year.

Add perennials to your list – some can be freshened  

up with a trim now. Chop back the tired flower stems of 

alchemilla, centaurea and hardy geraniums and you’ll be 

rewarded with another flush of flowers within weeks. 

Give vigorous perennials a trim 
now with the Chelsea chop  

and tidy up your spring shrubs

Deadhead roses whenever you can this 

month to promote health and more flowers

YOUR  
PRUNING  
MONTH

June 2021

CatchupwithAdam and the rest of  
the Gardeners’ World team for lots of 
practical, timely advice and inspiration 
every Friday at 9pm (8pm on 25 June).

Adam on TV

gardenersworld.com118
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June 2021

Compost waste
TRIMMINGS from your cut-back 

perennials are perfect for the 

compost heap, containing a mixture 

of ‘browns’ in the stems and 

‘greens’ in the leaves. Trim off any 

seedheads if you’re worried they 

might shed seeds.

gardenersworld.com 119

your pruning month

Other plants to prune now

PHILADELPHUS The flowers are over now, so cut 

the oldest stems out at the base, taking care not  

to damage the healthy wood as you work.

CLEMATIS MONTANA Trim back young shoots 

extending beyond the main structure and tie in 

any you want to train into shape for next year.

VARIEGATED EVERGREEN ELAEAGNUS Prune 

out shoots with leaves reverting to green – they are 

more vigorous and will take over if you leave them.

EUPHORBIA All the old flower stems can be cut 

right back (wear gloves) to give the new shoots 

room to grow, ready for flowering next spring.

Pruning now encourages new juvenile growth that has the rest of the season to mature. Light 

pruning will help to thicken growth and shape plants. Wear gloves to protect your hands from sap.

Leave trimming beech 

hedges until August to 

improve the winter display

Don’t prune these now
✗ BEECH HEDGES These will hold the newest 

leaves over winter if you delay trimming until  

the shortening days of July or August.

✗ CYTISUS Broom is reluctant to grow back  

from older wood, so avoid pruning now after 

flowering or just give it the lightest trim on  

the newest growth.

✗ HYDRANGEAS These late-flowering shrubs – 

as well as buddleia – are now forming this year’s 

flowers, so leave them and prune early next spring.

✗ WALL-TRAINED APPLES These and pears 

need the energy provided by new shoots while 

the fruit is developing, so leave them until August, 

when you can cut them back to a bud.



NEXT MONTH Pruning wisteria

Geranium phaeum
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Flowering

Pruning

VISIT gardenersworld.com/
pruning-training for more tips 
and videos on pruning

Trim off the young shoots flush with the trunk

gardenersworld.com120 June 2021

your pruning month

Cut G. phaeum

to the ground

to encourage

new growth 

1 LIFT up spent flower shoots

flopping over the border and

gather handfuls to hold up and cut

with secateurs, rather than shears,

to minimise damage to nearby plants

2CUT all the stems right back

to the base so that soon, when

new shoots start to appear, they will

have plenty of room to grow and 

reform the plant’s shape.

3PULL any debris out of the border,

along with any weeds you’ve

uncovered, then bundle them up to

take to the compost heap. Chop the

stems further for better composting.

4SOAK the clump with water if it’s

a dry summer, then look forward

to the rejuvenated canopy of new

leaves by August – and expect more 

flower stems to follow, too.

Step by step  

Hardy geraniums and the Chelsea chop
The Chelsea chop is a pruning technique

that can be done on early flowering perennials to

stimulate a new flush of leaves and flowers. Do it

straight after flowering, before the plant wastes

too much energy going to seed, and it will soon

push up new growth for a second performance. 

It works earlier in the season on brunnera and

pulmonaria, and later on for alchemilla, knautia

and Salvia nemorosa. Early geraniums have

flower stems that sprawl out from the centre, so

chop them back now to get another neat flush and

save neighbouring plants from being smothered.

The Chelsea chop will also delay

flowering or reduce the flower stem heights

on later flowering perennials. If you shorten

the stems of plants such as Anthemis and

Solidago now, it results in more sideshoots  

and more but smaller flowers.

Late-flowering Hylotelephium ‘Herbstfreude’

will flop under the weight of its flowers, so cut

shoots back by a third now and they’ll flower 

this summer on shorter upright stems.

Also prune this way... Clean up tree trunks
Cut away unwanted young shoots that grow

out of the trunks of trees and shrubs. It saves 

other plants under the canopy from the

invasion of growth, but also neatens the lines

of the trunk, and keeps a clear view through

and past the tree. The sap will be in full flow

now, so only cut back the youngest shoots.

Larger branches can be crown lifted in the

winter to make the canopy higher and reveal 

more of the wood’s structural beauty.
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Please note: this is a busy itinerary visiting some sizeable gardens and involving a considerable amount of walking, with little or no access to assistance. Please bear this in mind when booking this tour. Terms
& conditions: Holiday organised by and subject to booking conditions of Travel Editions Tours Ltd. Please note all timings are approximate and may be changed. Joining instructions sent 10-14 days prior to 
departure. In the case of unforeseen circumstances, experts may be substituted. Single visitors welcome at a supplement from £164pp. Additional night is available on request. 

YOUR SOMERSET TOUR
Our tour of Somerset is designed to

give you a taste of Somerset garden

life, with great eating and inspiring

talks from leading gardeners. We’ll 

be based in the Castle Hotel in

Taunton, a four-star retreat famed

for its food. K DAY ONE Begin your

stay with a welcome drink, a talk

from your host and guide, Sally Nex,

and a private dinner with wine.

GARDEN HIGHLIGHTS
K DAY TWO Start the day with

a morning visit to family run

Broadleigh Gardens, which is

bursting with choice and unusual

plants, and the National Collection 

of Alec Gray hybrid miniature

daffodils. There will be the

opportunity to purchase some top

quality bulbs here. Next, we stop

for lunch at The Chapel before 

heading to the private gardens of

Batcombe House designed by 

owner, Libby Russell.

K DAY THREE We explore Kilver

Court, featured on Gardeners

World, and created by Roger Saul.

Roger will meet the group for an

introductory talk before we plunge

into over three acres of quirky

design and plant-rich borders.

We then head to England’s

smallest Cathedral city to visit

the gardens of the Bishops

Palace in Wells, and end

with a treat to visit Yeo Valley’s 

organic gardens.

K DAY FOUR First stop is

plantswoman Margery Fish’s

iconic cottage garden at East

Lambrook Manor – a

colour-rich and romantic

space that will delight.

Travelling on to the

National Trust’s historic

Tintinhull Garden, where 

Sandra and Nori Pope built up

elegant formal borders, alongside  

a working kitchen garden.

Late afternoon and evening

brings a private exploration of the

gardens at Hestercombe followed

by a group reception and three-

course dinner with wine in the 

manor’s great Hall.

K DAY FIVE Our final day starts at

the National Trust treasure, Lytes

Cary, an intimate manor house. We

travel on to The Newt, a Georgian

estate with exquisite grounds and

gardens and enjoy a delicious lunch 

in the Garden Café. Explore the

gardens before it’s back to the

Castle to enjoy afternoon tea.

YOUR GUIDE:
SALLY NEX
Somerset resident, 

expert and GW

contributor, Sally is the

perfect host and guide.

WHAT’S INCLUDED
K Private tour and dinner at Gertrude Jekyll & Edwin Lutyens’ 

Hestercombe gardens

K Lunch and garden visit at The Newt

K Stay at the atmospheric 4-star Castle Hotel in Taunton: 4 nights B&B

K Welcome reception, welcome talk and first night three-course 
dinner with wine

K All talks, guided tours and admissions

K Guide, horticulturist Sally Nex, throughout

GARDENERS’ WORLD TRAVEL OFFERoffer

To discuss further details of the tour,
or book your place, please call

020 7553 6945
Find out more about the trip at

gardenersworld.com/somerset

Sally Nex

Somerset is a hidden gem

for gardeners – home to

intimate country house

gardens and cutting edge 

designer spaces, plus

great food. Explore it in

comfort and safety, on our

bespoke tour, led by local

resident and magazine 

regular Sally Nex.

Join us in the gardens  
of Somerset

EXTRA DATE ADDED: 30 August - 3 September

5 days, 4 nights from £995

WE ARE COVID-SAFE – BOOK IN CONFIDENCE. Travel Editions have a comprehensive COVID 
plan in place to ensure your safety. For more information please visit:  
traveleditions.co.uk/coronavirusinformationlink

Hestercombe Gardens

quoting  GOSJUN21
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Our gardens are bursting with new life. 

Yellow-washed blue tits follow their parents 

among the branches, while blackbirds feed 

demanding youngsters on the lawn. Froglets 

make tentative steps out of the pond, hiding in long 

grass from hungry mouths and beaks. After dark, 

hedgehog mums forage, so they can provide milk for 

their pups – help them out by leaving water and meaty 

dog or cat food. Look closely into lush, leafy borders 

to spot froghoppers, caterpillars and other critters, 

living quietly, nibbling the odd plant but largely doing 

no harm. Food for many species further up the food 

chain, they’re the bedrock of our wildlife gardens, 

without whom little else would thrive. WORDS KATE BRADBURY

You may spot…
Rose chafer (Cetonia aurata)

Often considered a pest, the rose 

chafer is a beautiful iridescent 

green beetle, up to 20mm in length, 

that flies clumsily from flower to 

flower, with a deep buzz. It’s named 

after the adult’s preference for 

feeding on flowers, particularly  

of the dog rose (Rosa canina). 

Ornamental rose flowers are 

sometimes eaten, too, earning the 

rose chafer its (undeserved) pest 

status. The larvae eat decaying 

plant material and, along with  

other detritivores, are extremely 

useful in helping to break down 

organic matter in the garden. 

Mating takes place in summer, 

and the female lays her eggs 

underground or in compost heaps. 

The fat C-shaped grubs (which  

may be confused with other  

chafer grubs and even stag beetle 

larvae) live here for up to several 

years, eating whatever decaying 

food source is available. They 

eventually pupate in autumn,  

but don’t emerge until the  

following spring. 

Also be on the lookout for…
 Thick-legged flower beetles –

also iridescent green, these small,

thin beetles can be seen on flowers.

The males have swollen legs.

 Male bumblebees – bumblebee

queens will start laying eggs of

daughter queens and males in the

coming weeks. Males tend to be

fluffier and have yellow facial hair.

 Swifts – high above, parents are

collecting insects in a small ball in

their throats, to take back to their

chicks. If you put up a swift box,

they may nest with you next year.

And don’t miss...
The Big Wild Weekend’s virtual

festival of music, camping and a

quiz. See bit.ly/wildlife-weekend

gardenersworld.com122
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wildlife

month
The rose chafer is 

a beautiful iridescent 
green beetle that  

flies clumsily from 
flower to flower,  

with a deep buzz

Swifts are busy catching insects

June 2021
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01904 730044 • www.raildiscoveries.com
CALL OR GO ONLINE TO BOOK OR REQUEST YOUR FREE BROCHURE

Protected by ABTOT. Dates and prices are subject to availability. Prices shown are per person, based on 2 people sharing. Prices may change prior to and 
after publication. Calls will be recorded. 

Norwich & Norfolk
Explore the waterways and heritage railways of Norfolk. From your base

in historic Norwich, visit the North Norfolk Coast, royal Sandringham and 

quaint market towns.

Day 1. Norwich

After checking into your hotel in
Norwich, discover the city’s history
with a guided tour of the Old Town.
Dominated by a stunning cathedral,
Norwich’s streets reveal museums,
medieval churches, gardens and 
attractions at every turn. 

Day 2. Royal Sandringham

Travel by rail along the Bittern Line to
Sheringham, where you join the North
Norfolk Railway for a picturesque
journey along ‘The Poppy Line’ to
Holt. Continue to the Royal residence
of Sandringham, a favourite country
retreat of Her Majesty the Queen, set
in acres of parkland. There’s time to
explore the house and gardens before
returning to the hotel.

Day 3. Norwich

Day 3 is yours to explore Norwich. 

Perhaps visit the famous market, or

Plantation Garden, a botanical gem.

Day 4. Heritage railways & Norfolk 

Broads

Take the coach to Dereham where

you join the Mid-Norfolk Railway for

a scenic journey along a restored line

to the market town of Wymondham.

Transfer to riverside Aylsham for a trip

on the Bure Valley Railway, following

the meandering river past meadows

and country villages. Top off your

holiday with a scenic cruise along the

wildlife-rich Norfolk Broads, a truly

relaxing way to spend the afternoon. 

Day 5. Home

After breakfast, you’re free to depart 

at your own pace.

INCLUDED IN THE PRICE

Professional UK Tour Manager

from start to finish

All rail & coach travel

throughout your tour

4 nights in a 3-Star hotel

8 meals included 4 breakfasts

and 4 dinners

All tour excursions

TRAVEL SAFE - working with our

partners to make sure you feel safe

COVID COVER - insurance available covering

cancellation due to illness and medical costs

5 DAYS FROM   

£409pp

Jul 22 SOLD OUT

Aug 5 £429

12 £429

19 SOLD OUT

Sep 2 SOLD OUT

Sep 9 £459

16 £459

23 £459

Oct 4 £409

 7 £409

2021 DEPARTURES

The Norfolk Broads



Put Pollinators First
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 Gardens are important

oases of biodiversity

that can play a vital

role in insect pollinator

conservation  

PUT POLLINATORS FIRST

Plants to please

pollinators

Most flowering plants

need pollinators to help

them set seed and reproduce.

We need them too because

the majority of food crops

require insect pollination

and the demand for crop pollination is

growing fast. Pollination is important –

probably far more than we even realise.

And this ancient bartering system between 

plants and insects has been around for  

over 100 million years. It’s still happening 

today in our gardens, all around us. 

Indispensable insects
Plants don’t move on our timescale, so

rather than hunting for a mate like animals

do, they enlist insects (in most cases) as

couriers. These visiting insects dive into

a flower, pick up pollen from the male part

– the stamens – and deliver it to the female

part, called the stigma. The insects’ efforts 

are then rewarded with a sugar hit, in the

form of nectar. But pollinating insects are

declining, for a variety of reasons. As we

continue to modify the natural environment, 

it’s becoming increasingly important to

think about ways to cater for pollinating

insects. This is where gardens come in.

These managed habitats, which contain  

a diversity of plants and flowers, are

important oases of biodiversity that can play

a vital role in insect pollinator conservation. 

As part of our campaign to help pollinating insects, Oxford University botanist

Chris Thorogood reveals their flower preferences, to help you choose what to grow
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There’s far more to pollinators than just

bees: butterflies, moths, flies, birds and even 

bats can do it! That said, there are 24 species 

of bumblebee in Britain and they’re among  

our most important pollinators. 

There’s far more to flowers than meets  

the eye too: why are they often so colourful, 

beautifully patterned, and perfumed? Well 

these attributes, which we find pleasing, are 

attractive to insects as well. They associate 

reward, in the form of nectar and pollen,  

with colours, patterns and scents.

The kaleidoscope of colours in our gardens 

is a complicated visual recognition system 

shared by plants and bees. Bumblebees can 

remember which colours of flowers were a 

good source of nectar, so the different 

colours make each flower recognisable to its 

pollinators. Some blooms have more to say 

than others. Bee-friendly borage flowers, for 

example, change colour over time, with pink 

buds turning sky blue. Colour changes like 

this are often a signal to insects that, for 

example, their rewards are spent or depleted 

– in other words don’t bother visiting me! 

Floral tricksters
The advertising of other flowers is less 

honest though. Hyacinth orchids (Bletilla 

striata) are popular hardy garden orchids. 

Their showy pink flowers are a beautiful 

sham, screaming ‘nectar’, yet (like those  

of many orchids) containing none. 

Some plants have really upped the ante  

on the pollination ploys: they not only trick 

their pollinators, they imprison them. If you 

take a close look at the curious flowering 

structures of Italian lords and ladies (Arum 

italicum), you may catch a whiff of dung 

emanating from the yellow, spike-like 

spadix. The little midges that it attracts 

become imprisoned in a chamber overnight 

by a barricade of spines, and showered with 

pollen. The following day, the spines wither , 

releasing the insects, some of which may 

then visit another lords and ladies plant,  

and bring about cross-pollination.

Flowers come in a bewildering range of 

shapes and forms, which it’s important to 

consider when gardening with pollinators in 

mind. Plants with dense heads of many tiny 

flowers, such as red valerian or achilleas, are 

often good ‘generalist pollinator’ plants. But 

artificial flower forms, such as pompon or 

cactus dahlias, have close-set petals that 

impede insect access. Flat, single and semi-

double roses are better for bees than tightly 

packed rosette or high-centred forms. A good 

rule of thumb is to grow as wide a range of 

plants as possible, with year-round flowering.

Hyacinth orchids trick 

pollinators with vibrant 

flowers that promise sweet 

rewards but don’t deliver

Pollinators can’t get  

into flowers with  

tightly packed petals, 

such as this ball dahlia

Sow borage in gaps in 

borders – this easy-to-grow 

annual is a magnet for bees 

and will bloom for months

Red valerian’s nectar-

rich flowers are ideal 

for many types of 

butterflies and bees

June 2021  

  Grow as wide a range 

of plants as possible, with 

year-round flowering



Put Pollinators First

Does it pollinate my flowers?
Our gardens are full of different pollinators, and some of them are quite surprising – as well as bees and butterflies, you may spot moths, flies and

even beetles joining in. The jury’s out on whether a couple of candidates pollinate plants in UK gardens, but they are still important in the food

chain. We’ve only included a few of the plants they pollinate, but if you keep watch in your garden, we’re sure you can add to our list.

Pollinator What it does for your garden plants

Beetle Pollinates magnolias, euphorbias, acacia, waterlilies (but eats some flowers too!)

Bumblebee Pollinates tomatoes, catmint, chives, comfrey, delphiniums, honeysuckle, clover

Butterfly Pollinates buddleia, Verbena bonariensis, lavender, hebes, heleniums, heliotropes

Flies incl. bee-flies,

blowflies and gnats
Pollinates trilliums, sedums, achilleas, primroses, anthriscus, anemones

Honeybee Pollinates sunflowers, willows, cherries, heather, rape crops, wallflowers, centaurea

Hoverfly Pollinates sambucus, fennel, single-flowered dahlias, myrtle, eupatorium, Michaelmas daisies

Moth Pollinates honeysuckle, campions, pinks, evening primrose, tobacco plants, oregano

Slug Slug pollination is called malacophily, but it’s not clear whether this happens in the UK

Solitary bee Pollinates apple trees, scabious, grape hyacinths, geraniums, tithonias, squash, mallows

Spider Not definitely a pollinator in the UK. Crab spiders live on flowers and eat pests as well as pollinators

Wasp Pollinates figs, penstemons, achilleas, acers, euphorbias, lawn daisies, ivy, eryngiums

Wind Not a creature, but it is a pollinator and is essential for a successful sweetcorn crop

The large, flat heads  

of achilleas provide  

a feast of easily  

accessible nectar 

Echinacea give borders a 

real buzz, flowering long 

into autumn and adored  

by bees and butterflies
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Send to: Hayloft Plants

FREEPOST RTGR-JAGJ-JETG, WR10 3HB

PLEASE COMPLETE IN BLOCK CAPITALS

I enclose cheque/PO for made payable to Hayloft Plants Ltd

Please write your name and address on the reverse of the cheque

Your details are kept securely and not shared with third parties. You will receive a catalogue, welcome email

and special offers, if you prefer not to receive them please call 01386 562999. For T&Cs – see hayloft.co.uk

Name

Address

Postcode Tel

Email

G
W

0
6

2
1

Please debit my Visa/Mastercard

Card no

ExpiryValid
from

CV2

THANK YOU, WE WILL CONFIRM YOUR ORDER

Please Send Item Code Price Qty Total

5 plants (1 of each) YPGER05-GW0621 £12

15 Plants (3 of each) YPGER15-GW0621 £18

P&P (UK only) £4.95

 Total

PHONE

0333 358 2006

ORDER ONLINE
hayloft.co.uk

QUOTE GW0621

Jolly Jewel Silver

Orion

Double Diamond Star

maculatum Espresso

pratense Violaceum

GORGEOUS GERANIUM

AUNIQUE COLLECTION of fully hardy geraniums which will weave a tapestry of colour this year. Marjory Fish created a garden at

East Lambrook Manor and used to say “when in doubt plant a geranium”. We agree, as they are incredibly floriferous, one of the

easiest plants to grow, attractive to bees yet unpalatable to rabbits and slugs. Create undulating pillows of colour for groundcover or plant

individually. Unfussy on soil conditions in sun or part shade. Height 45-90cm. Spread 60-120cm. Fully hardy perennials. Supplied as young

plants. Your order is covered by our No Quibble Guarantee and will be confi rmed together with a copy of our latest catalogue. Your young 

plants will be delivered in June.

GREAT WEED SUPPRESSING GROUNDCOVER FOR SHADY AREAS OF THE GARDEN

rare | unusual | exciting

£12

£6

BUY5
FOR

OR 15 FOR JUST

MORE

Specia
Offer 
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Let’s not forget our butterflies and

moths. These are important pollinators

too and some of them – red admirals,

peacocks, brimstones and painted

ladies for example – will flock to your

garden if you grow the right things.

They need larval food plants – often very

specific plants they lay eggs on and their

caterpillars feed on. Some of these are

garden weeds – nettles and thistles for 

example – so let a few grow

in a hidden corner. Others

can make attractive features

– why not plant a buckthorn

hedge (Rhamnus cathartica) 

with some holly and ivy

woven in? It’s the perfect 

breeding ground for

brimstones and holly blues

– and bees will love it too! 

gardenersworld.com 129

Now summer’s here,

we continue to focus on

helping pollinators and it’s

great to see some of the plants

we sowed in spring bearing 

flowers and attracting

pollinators. This month, our pledges are

from our writer, Chris Thorogood, and

Surrey Wildlife Trust’s principal ecologist, 

Claire Gibbs. Choose these or others at

gardenersworld.com/pollinator-pledge

Pledge now
for pollinators
Join our Put Pollinators

First campaign – Emma

Crawforth explains how

YOUR 3 SIMPLE STEPS

TO HELP POLLINATORS

1 Take our new pollinator gardening survey at  

bit.ly/pollinators-june

2 Make a pledge to help pollinators this year at  

gardenersworld.com/pollinator-pledge

3 Find out more about pollinators at

gardenersworld.com/pollinator-plants

And look out for our social media on 

#PutPollinatorsFirst

Nurture a nettle patch
I’m going to leave that sprawling patch of

nettles at the end of the garden to its own devices.

It’ll be perfect for egg-laying butterflies like small

tortoiseshells. By the time I cut the nettles back

in late summer to prevent them seeding, the first

brood of caterpillars will have already developed.

Chris Thorogood, botanist at Oxford  

University Botanic Garden

Go to gardenersworld.com/caterpillar-plants

Support moths
I’m going to add plants such as evening

primrose, hebe, honeysuckle and buddleia that

emit their scent in the evening. This should help

moth populations and, as an added bonus, may

also encourage bats looking for an insect meal.

Claire Gibbs, principal ecologist at Surrey 

Wildlife Trusts

1

2

JOIN US IN OUR PLEDGES

Create pollinator crèches

COMING UP

K JULY Getting the buzz on bees –

why they really need our help

K AUGUST Why are butterflies in crisis?

And your garden’s nightlife of moths

K SEPTEMBER Easy wildflowers to  

grow from seed this autumn

Put Pollinators First

In spring, holly blue

butterflies lay their

eggs on holly, while

later in the summer

they lay them on ivy
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Sow French
beans in
stages

143

Fill gaps
with

radishes

136

Deadhead
roses

regularly

139

Control
tomato
growth

148

Check pots
before

watering

Your 12-page monthly planner

WHAT TO  
DO NOW
50 things to do this month from the Gardeners’ World team 
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PLUS Growing pumpkins K Pruning wisteria K Netting berries K Planting dahlias K Sowing herbs K Taking hydrangea cuttings
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MONTY’S MONTH

Monty’s month

WATCH Monty’s growing
tips at gardenersworld.com/
how-to/grow-plants
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A new season arrives with June, offering
a new palette of plants, increased light,

more heat and – hopefully – much less

risk of damaging cold. There is a glorious

week or two when June is filled with the

panache of high summer but blessed 

with all the freshness of spring.

There is no going back now and the

gardener has to steer this shift from one

season to another by clearing out the old

and making space for the new. In the

Vegetable Garden, rocket is one of my 

favourite spring salad leaves, however

by the beginning of June it has started

to throw up long flowering stems at the

expense of the leaves and those that

remain become much more peppery in

flavour, as well as more prone to attack 

from flea beetle. So, I pull up all the 

plants and consign them to the

compost heap. This allows space for

more summer-friendly leaves, including

varieties of cos lettuce, such as ‘Parris 

Island’ or ‘Lobjoit’s Green’.
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It’s out with the

old and in with

the new as

Monty clears

spent rocket

plants from the

Veg Garden to

make way for

new crops
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All the cucurbit family need

heat to thrive but none are more

fussy about this than pumpkins and 

squashes. I sow mine in the

greenhouse in the middle of April

and plant them out in June when the

nights have started to warm up.

Temperatures falling below 15°

centigrade will stop them in their

tracks and that is when the slugs and

snails attack the stems, although

these pests only cause real harm

when the plants are not actively 

growing, which is usually in the first

few cold weeks, if they have been 

planted out too early.

All squashes need lots of

goodness, lots of water and lots of

sun. The latter provision can be tricky

but the first two are our responsibility.

I always dig a pit and back-fill it with

compost using the excess earth to

create a kind of rampart around the

saucer-shaped planting hole so that

I can create a little mini lake when

I water them. Watering should be 

done generously at least weekly, 

whatever the weather.

The secret is to give them every

encouragement and opportunity

to grow quickly, flower and develop

fruits as soon as possible so they

have time to ripen before the days

become short and cool in autumn.

Plant out pumpkins

For a bumper

harvest of

pumpkins and

squashes, use

a fertile soil

enriched with

well-rotted

manure or

compost when

planting out

VISIT gardenersworld.
com/monty for more expert 
advice on veg growing
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MONTY’S MONTH

June 2021
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Using a board while planting out beans avoids compacting the soil

Plant ferns to 

enhance shady 

spots in summer, 

but water well

Monty sows French bean seeds in stages to spread out his harvests

It is all too easy to sow lots of seeds, 

raise the resultant plants and harvest 

their crop with an audible crow of 

triumph – but it results in a glut that 

cannot be properly appreciated, 

followed by an absence because 

there is nothing ready to fill the gap. 

It’s much better to stagger your 

sowing and therefore extend the 

harvest for as long as possible. So  

I sow my first French beans in April, 

and just as these are ready to plant

out after the last frosts, I sow

another batch at the beginning of

June. If you have no spare space for

them or the crop that precedes them

is still productive, it is a good idea to

sow some in plugs rather than

directly, raise them with some

protection and then plant out the

seedlings a month or so later

when time and space allow.

Sow French beans

VISIT gardenersworld.
com/june-jobs for more 

seasonal tasks and advice

Don’t forget
Cut back spent alliums
hard, to make room for
tender summer flowers

Plant out tithonias and
cosmos now it’s warmer

Sharpen your hoe so it
cuts through weeds

Reduce the height 
of heleniums and 
rudbeckias to encourage 
more side shoot
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 PLANT FERNS 

The key to growing healthy 
shade-loving ferns that will 
be completely at home 
under the canopy of trees 
is to enrich the soil with 
plenty of compost or 
leafmould and be prepared 
to water well after planting 
and particularly in dry 
spells. Otherwise, the  
lack of moisture in the  
root zone will deter their 
growth, despite them being 
more tolerant of these 
conditions than many  
other plants. Mulch well  
in later years, too.
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Plant out tall flowering bulbs
in any gaps at the back of
your borders. Potted bulbs,
such as fragrant lilies –
either bought or grown
yourself – will provide
instant colour, scent and
add height to the display.

TOP TIP

Don’t forget
Dig up and dry off spent
hyacinth and tulip bulbs
when the foliage dies off

Stake tall growing plants
such as delphiniums
and hollyhocks using
bamboo canes and twine

Dig deep into the ground
to pull out weed roots

Tie in the new, young
stems of climbing
roses horizontally to
encourage more blooms

Pinch out the tips of
beddings plants to
encourage bushier and
more compact growth

June  2021

Use a pair of snippers and a bucket to

deadhead roses – deadheading keeps

the flowers coming for longer and use

the bucket to pick up the debris as

you go along. Snipping off fading

blooms stops hips from forming too

Deadhead roses regularly

Keep roses flowering for longer by removing dead or fading blooms

WATCH videos and get
tips on planting out at
gardenersworld.com/planting

early, leaving the plant with energy  

to flower later in the year. Empty the 

bucket onto the compost heap. 

Deadheading is a valuable but 

gentle task that slows you down and 

allows you to literally smell the roses. 

Plant marigolds in your borders

now to give instant colour that will

continue right through to early

autumn. Soak the plants in their pots

or modular trays, carefully tip them

out, then use a trowel to make a hole

deep enough to cover the rootball.

Firm them in with your hands and

water again. Space plants 15-20cm

apart. Then put a slug deterrent in

place, such as surrounding them

with wool pellets.

Pests such as aphids are said to

avoid the smell of marigolds, so they

may help to protect nearby plants

from these pests too.

Add marigolds for instant colour

Dig a hole as

deep as the size

of the rootball

PLACE a tall plant in the 

centre before adding low-

trailing plants at the edge. Fill the 

spaces with a mix of plants. 

FIRM in more compost around 

the plants to bring the level  

to just below the rim of the basket, 

then water well.

Fill a hanging basket with a
mixture of bedding plants for 
the summer. Choose plants  
with some tolerance to drought, 
such as pelargoniums. Use a 
light, peat-free potting compost 
and add water-retaining 
granules for the best results.

Plant up a  
hanging basket

STEP BY STEP
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Cut back straggly shoots on your wisteria – those that extend out from

where the flowers have gone over. They need to be cut back to five or six

buds, so count up from the point where they started growing this year and 

snip them off neatly above a bud.

This pruning back controls this summer’s growth and encourages flower

buds for next year. The plant will continue to grow this summer, and will

need pruning again in winter to control its shape and tidy up the plant.

Use sharp secateurs and hold the shoot taut to make clean cuts

Cut back each stem to a healthy 

leaf to avoid dieback 

Cut back shrubs such as weigela and

philadelphus as soon as they have

finished flowering. Pruning now allows

plenty of time for new shoots to grow

and then provide flowers for next year.

Remove faded blooms, any dead

shoots and thin out crossing stems  

to encourage good air flow.  

Prune spring-
flowering shrubs

Prune wisteria after flowering

Water regularly and well when

plants sit close together in a pot

Gently pull yellow leaflets back

and away to remove from stem 

Inspect roses and pick off leaves that 

are yellowing or have black and

brown spots. This is the fungal disease

blackspot, which weakens the plant

and, if you allow the leaves to drop to

the ground, will reinfect every year.

Hygiene is key to reducing damage,

so put leaves in the municipal green

waste collection, where composting 

temperatures kill the spores.

Remove
black spot

Fill up pots with plants to give your

garden vibrant colour and that holiday 

feel. Choose those with colourful

foliage, such as coleus or bright-

flowering lantanas that do well in

the summer outside in the UK.

They can be kept for next summer

by moving to a heated greenhouse

or indoors before autumn frosts.

Create tropical 
displays

Hay fever?
Help relieve itchy and

watery eyes with Optrex

Medical device, always read the
instructions. Image represents a

dramatisation of a disrupted lipid layer
due to hay fever eye symptoms caused

by allergens. RB-M-37750. Date of 
preparation: April 2021.

Expert care for
hay fever eyes
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LOOK OUT FOR
Lily beetle eggs

Attacks result in damaged
leaves and may also reduce
flowering next year. Remove 
the beetles by hand and
encourage birds into the
garden to eat the larvae.  



Advertisement

T
ablets – iPads and Android
tablets – can be great once
you know how to use them.
It’s amazing all the things 
they can do.

And possibly the best
thing tablets can do for

you is help you keep in touch with family
and friends. I don’t just mean letting you
send emails instead of writing paper letters, 
though that can be handy.

In just a few taps of the screen you could
be talking to them as if they were sat right 
there beside you.

But when you buy a tablet, there’s 
something missing.

It’s not the charger (hopefully!).

It’s not a case, though it’s usually a good
idea to buy one to protect your new tablet.

It’s a manual – something to show you
how to use the thing. The manufacturers
seem to assume that you’ll just know how to
use it, as if by magic. It’s “intuitive,” they say.

Well, it can be. In parts. But there are
other things you simply need to know how
to do. It’s not obvious that you have to swipe
from the top of the screen, pull up from the
bottom or tap with two fingers instead of 
one.

Who would know you had to use two
fingers and pull them apart on the screen or
rotate them... or that they’d bury the option
you want behind three little dots?

Things like that you just can’t know – 
someone has to explain it to you.

But if you do ever find a book about it or
get someone to tell you, they always seem to
assume you already know how to do it. Daft,
really – you wouldn’t be asking if you did.
But they whizz through it so fast you can’t
possibly take it in. Not to mention the steps 
they leave out because “everyone knows 
that”!

That’s where a set of books from a
small, employee-owned company based
in Cumbria comes in. They’re called The
Helpful Book Company and lots of their
customers say they certainly live up to their 
name! 

Now’s the time to tackle your iPad 
(or Android tablet)

They’ve published iPads One Step at a
Time and Android Tablets One Step at a
Time – and these books have proved hugely
popular with all sorts of people who have a
tablet – but who aren’t experts at using it.

Whether you’re frustrated with the very
basics, want to know what else it can do for
you or wish you knew how to do some of the
slightly fancier things, this book might be 
just what you need.

It explains everything nice and simply,
in plain English, without all the confusing
jargon and gobbledegook. And it has lots of
pictures showing exactly what to do – where

to tap the screen and so on.

“Plain English without all
the confusing jargon and 
gobbledygook”

These helpful books mean there’s nothing to fear about using tablets – from sending a 

quick email to video calling your family and friends.

The company have already published
books about computers and smartphones
that have helped thousands of people. But
they actually started much smaller – the
author wrote some notes to help his Mum
and Dad on their PC and realised that other
people might find them useful too. Several
thousand happy people later, he decided to
bring out a book on tablets as well – and if
you’ve ever been frustrated with your tablet, 
it’s worth finding out more.

As a small independent publisher, the
books aren’t in the shops or available
on Amazon, but you can get a free
information pack telling you about what’s
covered in the books, who they’re suitable 
for and how to get hold of them.

Just ring 01229 777606 today (lines
open weekdays 8am-6pm and Saturdays
9am-3.30pm). Or post back the coupon or 
email GW0521@helpfulbooks.co.uk

Yes, please send me a free info-pack about: iPads One Step at a 
Time and Android Tablets One Step at a Time

It’s free & there’s no obligation.

Post to The Helpful Book Co, 13B Devonshire Rd Est, Millom, Cumbria, LA18 4JS or call 01229 777606

We use the details you give us to send you information on the products mentioned. We store the details securely and only share 
them with the Royal Mail for posting the information. Full privacy notice at www.helpfulbooks.co.uk/privacynotice

Name

Address

Postcode

Quote ‘GW0521A’

Or call:

01229 777606
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GREENHOUSE

TOP TIP

1

2

3

20
MINUTES
TO SPARE

Soak house plants in a bowl
of water or a sink, then drain
outside. If bubbles come out

of the pots when soaking,
this means that the soil was
very dry. Soaking creates a

uniform level of moisture and
makes it easier for compost

to absorb water again. 

Stop tomatoes from splitting 
by keeping the soil moist
during hot spells. The skin of
the fruit breaks due to fast
growth caused by heat and
heavy watering following
drying out. Keep up with
regular watering, open vents 
and use shading when
temperatures are high.  

Pot up plug plants as soon as you get

them. Unpack them from their plastic

wrapping to stop them rotting. Air the 

plants and water if needed. Fill

enough 9cm pots for each plug with

multi-purpose compost. Firm the

surface, then make a hole in the 

centre, put the plug in then firm it in

gently with your fingers. Water and

space the pots on a bench to grow on.

They will grow rapidly, so prepare

them for planting out by introducing

them to conditions outside gradually 

over a few days.

Pot up shop-bought plug plants

Position each young plant in the centre of a 9cm pot for best root growth

Softwood cuttings root easily
with warmth and humidity.
Collect shoots early in the day
when they’re full of moisture.
Put several around the edge of a
pot where they have most space
and the roots extend down the
warmth of the pot wall. Keep
the tray in a covered propagator
or large polythene bag. Expect
to pot up the rooted cuttings  
by the end of summer.

Take hydrangea
cuttings

STEP BY STEP

SELECT a strong, healthy shoot

that has grown this year. Trim

below a bud then remove the lower

leaves from the stem with a knife.

FIRM some gritty propagation

compost into a pot and use

a dibber to add cuttings around the 

edge (or corners) of the pot.

CUT the leaf in half across the

leaf blade to reduce water loss,

which can stress the cutting enough 

to stop it rooting.

Sideshoots

can be gently

pinched out with

fingers if done

early, causing

no damage

to the plant

Control the sprawling habit of vine

tomatoes by pinching out sideshoots

before they have a chance to grow.

This encourages a tomato crop of 

high-quality fruit to develop in

trusses on one strong stem.

Check the axil between leaf and

stem every few days, and pinch out 

the sideshoots when they are tiny

and the cut causes the least damage.

Take care near the top of the plant  

to keep the growing tip intact.

Pinch out tomato sideshoots 

139gardenersworld.comJune 2021
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WATCH videos and get
tips at gardenersworld.com/
greenhouse

Don’t forget
Wet the floor of your
greenhouse to lower the
temperature and reduce
moisture loss from plants

Feed tomatoes and other
fruiting plants weekly to
encourage good harvests

Take leaf cuttings from
begonias, African violets
and Cape primroses

Apply nematodes to any
plants damaged by vine
weevils last year

Harden off summer
bedding plants by taking
them outside during the
day and bringing them
back in at night

Use collected

rainwater to

water plants.

This not only

provides

nitrogen but is

also free from

the trace

minerals found

in tap water

Water greenhouse plants
Turn the rose on your watering can 

so that it faces downwards and fully 

drenches your plants and their 

compost, rather than just lightly 

sprinkling the foliage. Greenhouse 

plants use a lot of water when they 

are in full growth under glass in  

the summer. Also take care to  

target the plants near the edges, 

particularly in trays, where they 

sometimes get missed. 

Always leave your watering can 

full when you finish, so that the  

next time you water your plants,  

the water will be at a pleasant 

ambient temperature.

LOOK OUT FOR
Whitefly

Check under the leaves of plants for the 
frst signs of whitefly infestation – tiny 
scales attached to the leaves. These are 
sap-sucking bugs and can build up quickly 
to damage young plants. Use an organic 
soap-based spray if you spot them. It kills 
the whitefly but won’t affect benefcial 
insects such as bees and ladybirds. 

FILL a pot with multi-purpose 

compost, firm the surface 

then sow the seed on top, ensuring 

they have space to germinate.

COVER the seed with a 

3-5mm layer of sieved 

compost, then press it down to 

make good contact with the seed.

WATER the pot gently with 

tepid water, taking care  

not to disturb the seed spacing  

on the compost surface.

Sow herbs such as parsley now. 
They will germinate fast at this 
time of year and when sown 
thickly will supply plenty of fresh 
foliage that tastes better when 
picked young. Some herbs like 
dill and coriander run to seed in 
the garden, but with this system 
you’ll use them before they bolt.

Sow herbs  
in pots

STEP BY STEP
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offer SEMPERVIVUM COLLECTION
Bring life to pots and 
rockeries with these 
colourful sempervivums 

If you’ve been inspired by our 

succulents feature, this collection 

of colourful, hardy sempervivums 

is for you. Perfect for containers, 

rockeries or any free-draining 

spot, they’re Ideal for any level  

of gardener, being very hardy,  

and incredibly easy to grow and 

maintain. The wide range of 

dazzling colours intensifies in  

sun or colder weather, and can be 

enjoyed for many years to come.  

Height x Spread 10cm x 10cm

Flowers Jun-Sep

6 plants in 9cm pots £19.99  

SAVE £10 (560537)

MANGAVE ‘MOONGLOW’®

Colourful leaves with unusual 

patterns and shapes make 

mangaves a must-have.

Spotted leaves with a 

beautiful blue undertone.

H x S 25cm x 55cm

1 plant in 15cm pot £17.99 

SAVE £5 (510953)

NEW Chick Charms Collection

‘Bing Cherry’
‘Gold 
Nugget’‘Appletini’

‘Cinnamon
Starburst’

‘Cranberry 
Cocktail’‘Cherry Berry’

0844 502 0050* quote code RGW185

www.yougarden.com/rgw185

✁

offer

Title Initial Surname

Address

Postcode

Tel Email

I enclose a cheque (no cash, please) for £ made payable to

You Garden with my name and address on the back

Or charge my Visa  Mastercard  Maestro  Maestro issue no 

Card number    

Start date / Expiry date /

Signature Date

CODE DESCRIPTION PRICE QTY TOTAL

560537
Sempervivum Chick Charms Collection
6 established plants in 9cm pots SAVE £10

£19.99

510953
Mangrave ‘Moonglow’®

1 plant in 15cm pot SAVE £5
£17.99

P&P 1 6.99
†

£

BBC Gardeners’ World Magazine (published by Immediate Media Co Ltd) would like to send you special 
offers and promotions. You can unsubscribe at any time – for details of how to do this, please see our 
privacy policy, which can be viewed at immediate.co.uk/privacy-policy. Please tick here if you would like 
to receive these . BBC Gardeners’ World Magazine is published by Immediate Media Co Ltd on behalf 
of BBC Studios (the commercial arm of the BBC). We would like to send you Gardeners’ World-related 
promotions, content and offers from BBC Studios. Your information will be used in accordance with the 
BBC Studios privacy policy, which can be viewed at https://archive.bbcworldwide.com/home/privacy/. 
Please tick here if you would like to hear from us by email .

Terms & Conditions Offer closes 30 June 2021. In-stock items dispatched within 14 working days. †P&P charges vary dependent on items ordered and surcharges may apply. Contract for supply  
is with You Garden, Eventus House, Sunderland Road, Market Deeping PE6 8FD. Offer subject to availability and in the event that it is oversubscribed, we reserve the right to send suitable substitutes. 
Images show mature plants. Full product details, photos of plants as supplied and full T&Cs at yougarden.com. UK Mainland delivery only – we regret that we are unable to deliver to Northern Ireland  
due to additional costs that have been imposed due to Brexit. *Calls cost 5p/min plus your network’s access charge.

Send the coupon to BBC Gardeners’ World Sempervivums
Offer RGW185, YouGarden, PO Box 1468, Peterborough, PE1 9XL

Code: RGW185

Please add £6.99 P&P† to your order

  GRAND TOTAL

SAVE
£10
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Don’t forget
Sow more spring onions, 
endives, lettuce, rocket, 
and oriental greens

Transplant leeks of
pencil thickness to their 
final position, 15cm apart

Start harvesting early 
potatoes if large enough

Water fruit trees and
bushes regularly in warm 
weather for better fruit

Plant out peppers and 
tomatoes into containers 
in sunny positions

Snip clumps of chives right 
down to ground level to
rejuvenate them. Give
them a thorough watering 
afterwards and they’ll send 
up fresh new growth that 
will be ready to harvest
within four weeks.

TOP TIP

Plant up a container using pot-raised or cold-stored strawberry runners,  

and they will establish fast and fruit in just six weeks. You need to buy them 

specifically prepared for this, or use runners from perpetual varieties that 

flower and fruit sporadically through the season. 

Fill a large container with potting compost. Plant the runners so that the 

crown is at the surface, to prevent rotting. Water regularly and feed with a 

potassium-rich liquid fertiliser to encourage flowering and fruiting.

Plant strawberries in pots

Space out strawberry plugs or runners in a large container and firm in

Protect your raspberry crop from 

hungry birds by stretching some 

netting over a frame above them.  

Just make sure the mesh size is large 

enough to let pollinating insects in. 

Netting will also provide a little shade 

from the strong sun at this time of 

year. Raspberries, like brambles, come  

from woodland margins, so do well in 

shade. Keeping your plants stress-free 

allows the fruit to swell and ripen, 

rewarding you with the tastiest crop.

Put netting over 
raspberries 

VISIT gardenersworld.
com/strawberries for more 
tips on growing strawberries

Secure the 

netting firmly  

to a frame and 

keep it taught  

so that birds 

can’t get inside

WATCH videos and get 
tips at gardenersworld.com/
basics

WATCH videos and get 
tips at gardenersworld.com/
fruit-veg
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For the sweetest flavour, pick  

peas when young and eat fresh

Pick peas regularly – ideally daily –  

to keep plants producing flowers and 

pods. If you leave them for a few days, 

the pods will mature and the plants 

will stop cropping, as they’ve done 

their job of providing seeds. So keep 

on picking to keep the pods coming. 

Harvest peas to 
prolong cropping

10 
MINUTES 
TO SPARE

Runner beans can be planted 
out once hardened off – take 

the potted plants outside 
during the day and bring in 
at night for a week. Before 
planting, water well and 

build a wigwam of tall canes 
for them to climb. Dig a hole 
at the base of each cane and 

set the plants at the same 
depth they were in the pot, 

then firm in and water. 



FRUIT AND VEG

Dilute liquid feed before applying,

using the instructions on the bottle

Plant sweetcorn in blocks to encourage wind pollination Pumpkins, squash and courgettes are

all hungry plants and benefit from

regular feeding over the summer.

Fill a watering can with diluted liquid

fertiliser, following the dosage rate on

the bottle. Apply it in the morning or

evening to the base of the plant and

soak the roots. Regular feeding will

keep your plants in growth and

improve the quality of their fruits.

Feed pumpkins
and courgettes 

Get the maximum produce from

your veg patch by sowing radishes

between slower-growing crops such

as spring onions, sweetcorn, leeks,

beetroot and carrots. The radishes 

grow quickly and take up little space,

and pulling them out barely disturbs

other plants nearby. Once you’ve

harvested the radishes, the slower

crops will expand to use up the space.

You can also grow radishes as a

‘catch crop’ to use any empty ground

after removing spent crops such as

broad beans and before moving spring 

brassicas into their final positions.

The young

leaves of

radishes are

edible and can 

be added

to salads

Sow speedy radishes in gaps between other veg

Choose a sunny, sheltered site for

sweetcorn. They do best in warm,

free-draining soil and need plenty

of space. They should be planted in

groups rather than rows, to make

wind pollination more successful. 

Weed the planting area, then rake

in a general fertiliser. Space the plants

40-45cm apart. Make a hole with a

trowel, water the base then firm the

plant in. Water again and mulch with 

well-rotted manure or compost.

Plant out sweetcorn in groups

Your Delicious One a Day

One a day lowers cholesterol

Plant stanol ester has been shown to lower cholesterol. High cholesterol is a risk

factor in the development of coronary heart disease. A daily intake of 1.5-2.4g of 

plant stanols has been shown to lower cholesterol by 7-10% in 2-3 weeks.

Scan your
£1 discount

coupon here.
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QUICK
SOLUTIONS

Dig up and pull out raspberry 
suckers that are growing
away from their dedicated
area. This will redirect the 
plants’ energy into
producing fruit. The suckers
can be planted elsewhere
or added to compost bins.

LOOK OUT FOR
woolly aphids

These sap-sucking insects
hide under a waxy fuff on
apple tree shoots. Use a
stiff-bristled brush to
remove them, before the 
population builds up.



To order, or for a FREE Spirit of the Andes

catalogue please call quoting GWR38

01908 991 069
www.spiritoftheandes.co.uk/gwr38

Enter code GWR38 at checkout. Offer expires 27.7.21

6 Fernfi eld Farm, Little Horwood, Milton Keynes, MK17 0PR

White Red

90 DAY

FREE
RETURNS

EXCLUSIVE

O F F E R !

ve
£50
FREE P&P

Wonderfully soft to the touch, this stunning

embroidered waistcoat is knitted from the finest

quality Baby Alpaca yarn. Traditional hand-sewing

techniques are used to create the exquisite designs.

Available in three beautiful colours, each piece is

hand-finished by skilled Peruvian artisans,

produced in tens rather than thousands.

Sizes: (chest measurement): S (38”), M (40”), L (41”),

XL (43”), 2XL (44”) (Length of L: 27”)

onder u so
Hand embroidered by skilled artisans in Peru

Pure Alpaca Waistcoat

Arabella Embroidered Waistcoat

S993 2

NOW £79

EXCLUSIVE

Small Scale

Production
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BACK TO BASICS

1 2 3 4

Foxglove seeds should be sown thinly

on the surface of the soil or in a tray of

seed compost, and not covered as the

very fine seed needs light to germinate.

To protect pot-grown seedlings as they

emerge – and to retain humidity, which

helps them germinate – cover them with  

a piece of glass or a plastic bag. Once

they’re growing, remove the glass or bag.

Start off your seeds in June and thin

them or prick them out when their

first true leaves comes through. Pot

them on when their roots come out of

the base of the pot, ready to be planted

out in September/October, to then

flower the following May/June.

Alternatively, they can also be sown

directly outside. Water the soil before

you sow the tiny seeds to avoid washing

them all away with your watering can.

Pick a spot to sow them in dappled

shade, as this will protect the young

and fragile seedlings from sun scorch. 

STEP BY STEP How to sow foxglove seeds

VISIT gardenersworld.com/seeds-bulbs 
for more tips on sowing seed

Plant numbers will increase each year if you avoid deadheading before seed is set

Grow foxgloves 
from seed

COVER the seed with a piece of

glass or a plastic bag to retain the

humidity. When the compost begins

to dry out, water by soaking the  

pot from the base.

FILL a pot or seed tray with a peat-

free seed compost, two-thirds of

the way up. Sieve the remaining

third – this removes any large bits 

that can prevent germination.

FIRM in the compost lightly with

a pot tamper or simply use the

base of an empty pot of the same 

size, then water the pot well  

to saturate the compost.

POUR a little of the fine seed into the

palm of your hand – you don’t need

much seed to produce lots of plants. 

Sprinkle the seed by using your

thumb and finger, but not too thickly.



Send to: Hayloft Plants

FREEPOST RTGR-JAGJ-JETG, WR10 3HB

PLEASE COMPLETE IN BLOCK CAPITALS

I enclose cheque/PO for made payable to Hayloft Plants Ltd

Please write your name and address on the reverse of the cheque

Your details are kept securely and not shared with third parties. You will receive a catalogue, welcome email

and special offers, if you prefer not to receive them please call 01386 562999. For T&Cs – see hayloft.co.uk
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Please debit my Visa/Mastercard

Card no

ExpiryValid
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CV2

THANK YOU, WE WILL CONFIRM YOUR ORDER

Please Send Item Code Price Qty Total

12 Plants YPPEN12 GW0621 £12

24 Plants YPPEN24-GW0621 £20

P&P (UK only) £4.95

 Total

PHONE

0333 358 2006

ORDER ONLINE
hayloft.co.uk

QUOTE GW0621

Laura

Osprey

SnowstormPlum JerkumJust Jayne

Rich Ruby

Bilberry Ice

Thorn

Purple Passion

Czar

Blackberry

Sweet Cherry

PENSTEMON HAVE BECOME incredibly popular and understandably so, as they have such an easy-going nature, long flowering period

and their strong stems make them perfect for natural flower arrangements, lasting for over seven days in a vase. You can even join the

International Penstemon Society whose members are known as Penstemaniacs. Trouble-free, unfussy on soil conditions in sun or part shade

and resistant to slugs and other garden pests. Flourishing in borders or containers where passing pollinating insects will jostle to feast

on the nectar you are providing in your garden. Hardy perennials spreading to around 45-60cm, cuttings can easily be taken to produce more

plants or to rejuvenate after five years. Your order is covered by our No Quibble Guarantee and will be confi rmed together with a copy of our 

latest catalogue. Your young plants will be delivered in June.

PARTY PENSTEMONS

BUY12

FOR

£12
THAT’S ONLY

£1 PER PLANT

rare | unusual | exciting
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VIEW FROM BEECHGROVE

Plant out dahlias now

BEECHGROVE GARDEN

The TV programme continues

this month, on Thursdays in

Scotland and Sundays

nationwide – check TV

listings for full details.
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Apply compost

underneath

the rootball

when planting

for extra

nutrition

With May safely behind us, and the risk of a late frost minimal, our half-hardy

plants, including dahlias, are finally planted out. These were started off in March,

in pots suited to their tuber size, in a frost-free greenhouse. Fully hardened off,

they were well watered prior to planting in sunny sites, with supports. Some are

central to our container display, the rest are in beds; in both locations, a nutrient-

rich growing medium will nourish and sustain these hungry plants. Beechgrove’s

own garden compost is added to the soil and potting mix and any additional

feeding is in the form of a high-potash liquid feed to promote flowering.

Don’t forget
After harvesting leafy
crops from containers,
apply fertiliser to boost
nitrogen levels for the
next sowings

Cut back the foliage
of daffodils that has
been left to die back

Deadhead lupins
as soon as they
go over to encourage
another display

Trim off new growth 
on trained cherries 
and plums during the 
summer to maintain 
their shape

Look out for 
nesting birds
Before pruning or trimming hedges  

or shrubs, check them carefully for 

nesting birds to avoid disturbing 

them. If possible, avoid pruning 

hedges between March and August, 

or prune them only very lightly. It’s 

illegal to cut a hedge if the action 

damages active birds’ nests.
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QUICK 
SOLUTIONS

Put in supports for dahlias to 
prevent the stems snapping 
under the weight of the 
flowers later in the summer 
– do it now, before they’re 
needed. Use sturdy stakes 
about 1m tall and tie in the 
main stems with string. 

Give your lawn a boost with a dose  

of liquid fertiliser. It can be applied 

through a hose-end diluter or to 

smaller areas using a watering can. 

Take care to follow the dilution rate 

specified on the product packaging. 

Dry weather can result in yellow 

lawns, but you should only apply feed 

after rain to avoid scorching the grass. 

A liquid feed works faster than a 

granular fertiliser, as it can be 

instantly taken up by the roots. 

Green up your lawn
Apply liquid lawn feed after it has rained and the grass will soon perk up

Remove fading 
leaves from ponds
Pull out any yellowing leaves of water 

lilies before they rot and sink  

to the bottom of your pond. As they 

decompose, they’ll use up oxygen 

and eventually pollute the water  

with more nutrients than the plants 

and wildlife can live with. 

Cut back as much of the leaf stalk 

as you can reach without stirring up 

the water or disturbing the compost 

they’re growing in. Then put all the 

plant debris into your compost bin.

Keep your pond healthy by taking 

out old lily pads before they rot

VISIT gardenersworld.
com/pond-care for more tips 
on looking after your pond
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AROUND THE GARDEN

Next month
Keep sweet peas flowering
by picking and feeding

Prick out foxglove
seedlings

Keep an eye out for aphids
and vine weevils

Learn how to clip topiary 

Check containers
for watering

Prune Clematis 

armandii

Assess your pots before watering by

feeling the compost with your fingers.

The more crowded the roots and the

smaller the pot, the more often it will

need water. If the compost has dried

out totally, it can be hard to re-wet, so

stand very dry plants in a bucket of 

water to soak up moisture gradually.

Keep early-flowering evergreen 

Clematis armandii within bounds by 

pruning now, while there is still plenty 

of time for new growth to mature  

and carry flowers next spring.

Remove any scorched leaves or 

weather-damaged shoots and any 

growing out further than you want. 

Then lightly prune back the newest 

shoots to stimulate more juvenile 

growth and restrict the plant’s overall 

spread. But don’t delay pruning or you 

may reduce next spring’s flowers. 

Be vigilant – pots full of plants

can dry out quickly in summer

Trim vigorous Clematis armandii, 

making your cuts just above a joint

Take a look at your compost regularly 

to monitor its progress, and give it a 

good stir to improve the consistency 

of the finished product. Move the 

cooler, less-rotted material from the 

outside into the middle, where it will 

heat up and rot down faster. 

Aim to do this several times, so the 

compost is evenly rotted and ready to 

use as a mulch on borders in autumn.

Mix up your compost
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WATCH videos and 
get more tips on pruning at 
gardenersworld.com/pruning

VISIT gardenersworld.
com/pots-containers for more 
on looking after pot displays
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Keep slugs off plants by using wool

pellets to make a barrier. Create

a complete ring about 10cm wide

around the plant close to emerging

growth. The pellets swell up when

wet, making a mulch that absorbs

slime so slugs avoid moving over it.

Used as part of a campaign against

slug damage with other barriers

such as traps, hand picking and

copper tape, they’re a very effective

alternative to slug pellets.

Put down a  

wide barrier  

of wool pellets, 

along with  

other control 

methods, to  

help keep slugs 

and snails  

at bay

Deter slugs with wool pellets

To produce good-quality compost, stir up your ingredients several times



Want more time to enjoy your garden 

this Summer? Fit COLOURFENCE.

YEARS

25
GUARANTEE

†

NO MAINTENANCE,
PAINTING OR

All installations

conducted in 

accordance with

Govt. guidelines

COVID-19

Blue

Brown

Cream

REPAIRS FOR 25 YEARS!

†Hose down several times a year terms & conditions apply.
*Participating locations only, see website for details.

Time is precious. So is your personal outdoor space. 

That’s why more and more people are turning to 

ColourFence. For not only is ColourFence beautiful 

to look at. But it requires virtually no effort to keep 

its good looks year after year after year. In fact, 

ColourFence is guaranteed for 25 years. Guaranteed 

not to warp, crack, shrink, rot or peel. For 25 years, 

you’ll be free from the drudgery and expense of 

laborious fence maintenance, painting and repairs. 

Free to enjoy the pleasure of your garden and a 

fence that’s always easy on the eye. There is a 

good choice of design and colour options to create 

the setting that you desire. ColourFence will even 

withstand windgusts of up to 130mph. Making it, 

probably, the world’s best maintenance-free fence. 

Competitive pricing, easy payment plans and free 

no-obligation quotes are all part of the service. 

To see the full ColourFence range, including 

ColourSheds, and receive your free copy of the 

Good Fence Guide, freephone us today. It makes 

sense to choose ColourFence.

Guaranteed† not to warp, 

crack, shrink, rot or peel

Professionally installed to 

withstand wind gusts of up

to 130mph

No painting or repairs

for 25 years

Maintenance free until 

2046†

No treatment costs

4 mix and match colours 

and a choice of styles and 

sizes

FREEPOST CLIMAR (GW6/21)

BLACK CAPITALS PLEASE

MR/MRS/MISS

ADDRESS

PLEASE CIRCLE

MOBILE

EMAIL

TELEPHONE NUMBER (To confirm details in case of non arrival)

POSTCODE

THE GOOD FENCE GUIDE

A FREE QUOTE

Please

send me

0800 644 4113
colour fence.co.uk

CALL

NOW!
                To receive your FREE 

            GOOD FENCE GUIDE and 
no-obligation quote Ð FREEPHONE

Despite many coats of
preservative, the 
e of the wooden 
our front 
otted, and a 

recent storm sent it off 
down the road, thankfully 

missing the neighbour’s car.

However, every cloud has a 
silver lining, and we couldn’t 

be more pleased with our new 
ColourFence. It looks great, 
and we are looking forward to 

years of summers with no fence 
paint or algae treatments.

Mr & Mrs P. Glamorgan

EASY

PAYMENT

PLANS*

To see the full 

ColourFence

range, including

ColourSheds,

contact us today!
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Rekha Mistry is a keen veg grower
who loves to try exotic varieties and
experiment with them in the kitchen.
She appeared in the 2015 BBC Two
series, The Big Allotment Challenge

With the summer solstice this

month, I am heading to my allotment

with a light step. As we enter a new

season, my plot has started to

become more luscious – its green

swathes are dotted with blue from

cornflowers and borage, mauve

from knautias and white from

sweet rocket peeping out from the

cottage-garden themed flower path,

heralding the even bigger profusion

of colour to come next month. Just

to seal the deal, a symphony of

buzzing bees over the comfrey

flowers is announcing that summer

is most definitely here!

My frenzy of planting out over

recent weeks – beans, peas,

tomatoes, winter squashes and

blocks of barely squeezed-in

sweetcorn – is giving height and

structure to the plot. Long gone

now is the green manure carpet

that covered the soil.

As well as all this welcome

growth, weeds have been making

their presence felt since spring and

if I don’t pull them out now, they

will be having their own big garden

party on the plot. But one of the most

satisfying gardening jobs this month

is earthing up potato rows, and by

the end of June I will be enjoying

the first earlies, straight off the plot

and into my kitchen!

Rekha is reaping the rewards

of early planting with crops

of beetroot, carrots, cabbages

and cauliflowers. She also has

a recipe for first-early potatoes

June  2021

Harvest now
New-season beetroot and

carrots are ready for harvest,

as are spring cabbages and

cauliflowers that were started

over winter and planted out in

early spring. You can also start

picking pods of autumn-sown

broad beans – begin with the

pods at the base of the plant and

move upwards. Spring onion

and young chard leaves will make

great salad additions, and keep

picking lettuce leaves every few

days. I don’t grow overwintering

onions from sets, but if you are,

they will be ready to harvest now.

Fresh 
from the plot 

Pick young chard leaves now for 

delicious early-summer salads
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Pea-stuffed potato in pepper sauce

rekha’s kitchen garden
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The anticipation of digging around potato 

plants takes over me every year. I know what to 

expect when harvesting first-early varieties, yet the 

feeling of euphoric joy is inexplicable as I uncover 

these golden nuggets. This crop is best enjoyed as a 

new-season harvest rather than to store, and there’s 

no better way to cook them than steamed and tossed 

with butter and fresh mint. But for a more exciting 

dinner party main dish, hit the spice jars and throw  

in freshly picked peas to create this tasty recipe.

Flavour of the month

SERVES 2

INGREDIENTS

K 1 red sweet pepper

K 1 fresh tomato

K 30g freshly podded 

peas, crushed or mashed

K 2 tbsp gram flour

K ½ tsp ginger,  

freshly grated

K ½ tsp green chilli,  

finely chopped

K Handful fresh coriander 

leaves, chopped

K 1 tsp fine sea salt

K 1 tsp coriander and 

cumin powder mix 

K ¼ tsp turmeric powder

K 5-6 small new potatoes

K ½ tsp black pepper, 

freshly ground

METHOD

1 Blitz the red pepper and 

tomato to create a sauce, 

then set aside.

2 In a bowl, place the 

peas, gram flour, ginger, 

chilli, half the coriander 

leaves, 1/2 tsp salt, the 

coriander and cumin 

powder, and half of the 

turmeric powder. Add a 

drop or two of water to 

form a paste. Set aside.

3 Cut a large cross in the 

potatoes, leave the skins 

on and don’t cut all the 

way through.

4 Spoon the pea paste 

equally over the potatoes 

and carefully stuff 

in-between the cross.

5 Place the potatoes in  

a steamer and cook for 

20-30 mins, until tender.

6 Heat a frying pan with  

a little oil and sear the 

potatoes until slightly 

charred. Remove them 

from the pan.  

7 Add the tomato pepper 

pulp to the pan with the 

remaining spices, black 

pepper and coriander 

leaves. Cook down a little, 

then lay the potatoes on 

the sauce. Serve with rice.

Continue earthing up 

potatoes to stop them 

from being exposed to 

light, which turns them 

green and poisonous
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Jobs around the allotment
As the heat rises, turn the compost heap to

get much-needed air into it. It may feel a little on

the dry side– if so, water it once a week to

help the bio-organisms thrive and break down

decaying matter. As flowers on tomato plants

begin to appear, feed fortnightly with a high-

potash feed. Pinch out the sideshoots on

all indeterminate (cordon) tomato varieties to 

help them grow tall. With rising outdoor

temperatures, keep the greenhouse air

humid by placing a bucket of water or pouring

water on the floor – this will help plants to avoid

overheating and keep greenhouse pests, such  

as dry-air loving red spider mites, at bay.
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NEXT MONTH  Rekha gets into the full swing of summer and cooks a creamy beetroot dish

3 crops to start now
Kohl rabi ‘Purple and White Vienna Mix’

These bulbous stems grow just above

the soil level and have a delicious 

‘brassica’ taste. They can be  

eaten raw or cooked.

How to Sow in drills of fine tilth in

ground that has previously had well-

rotted compost incorporated. Thin out

seedlings to 5cm spacings, keep the

area well watered and protected from

birds and slugs. Harvest at about

12 weeks, when the bulbous stem  

is 8-10cm in diameter. 

Pea ‘Hurst Green Shaft’

This is a maincrop variety producing a heavy

crop of long pods of very flavoursome peas.

Resistant to downy mildew and fusarium wilt.

How to Sow in an area that has been

prepared – ideally following a garlic harvest –

by incorporating a little blood, fish and bone

meal. Direct sow 5cm deep in double rows

of 25cm width. Once germinated, place pea

sticks next to each seedling to aid climbing.

Water well once a week. Once flower buds

appear, start a fortnightly feed of potash.

Pick when pods feel full with sizeable peas.

Turnip ‘Tokyo Cross’ AGM

One of the oldest and best varieties, with

a pure-white semi-globe root. Firm and  

crisp, with a mild flavour, they’ll be  

ready to harvest in 8-10 weeks.

How to Sow thinly, 1cm deep with

25cm between rows. Protect young

seedlings against flea beetle with

horticultural fleece. Keep plants 

well watered to avoid roots

becoming woody. Harvest

when the tops of the roots 

are 5cm in diameter.

rekha’s kitchen garden

Pinch out any

sideshoots that appear

between the leaf and

the main stem of

cordon tomatoes



with the amazing   Suspension Pillow
TM

HATEVER your sleep problems, the
dream of a good night’s sleep has now
become a reality - thanks to a

breakthrough invention - the Gx Suspension
Pillow. All conventional pillows flatten
significantly during sleep - becoming less
supportive and more uncomfortable as the
night progresses. The result of this is disturbed
and broken sleep, frustration and the fruitless
search for a better pillow. That search is now 
over!

To stop the flattening we’ve come up with a
solution that’s so simple it’s ingenious. By the
clever installation of ‘double X’ internal ties we
have produced the world’s first pillow to retain
much more of its plumped shape all night long.

The ties work to pull the pillow in and up so
that your head and neck are gently cradled and
supported in softly sprung comfort. As well as
having the revolutionary internal ties, the
pillow shell is 100% cotton with our superb
hypoallergenic Polycoz filling, and we have
added a unique integral air vent to help keep 
you cool through the night.

As if all these benefits were not enough, you
can purchase the pillow with our 30-night
comfort guarantee – total satisfaction or your
money back*. Tens of thousands of delighted
customers have already rediscovered the
benefits of a great night’s sleep, why not join 
them? Now available with 20% off  for 
readers, use code GW10.

W

I can honestly say that your pillow has made the world of

difference… and fully endorse your pillow as being quite unique 

in its ability to maintain support throughout the night

Harley Street Consultant and back pain
specialist, Dr Deane Halfpenny, recommends 

Gx Pillows:
It is rare that something advertised as unique and life

changing turns out to be true!! I have a chronic back and neck

situation and I can honestly say these pillows make a huge

difference!! Comfortable…supportive…and positively magical 

for my neck!! Congratulations! Many, many thanks

Actor Rula Lenska had this to say:

Payment Method:

Please make cheques payable to Beautiful Sleep Ltd

Card

No.

Title

Address

Tel. No.

Valid
from

Expiry Security No.

Postcode

Name

PLEASE COMPLETE ALL BOXES IN BLOCK CAPITALS TO ENSURE CORRECT DESPATCH

TOTAL

Signature

£

A cheque payable to

BEAUTIFUL SLEEP

Address envelope to: FREEPOST BEAUTIFUL SLEEP 
No other details or stamp required!

GW10SAVE 20% Please send me:

YOU CAN 

SLEEP BETTER

Unique internal tie technology

maintains shape throughout 

the night

Stays plump all night long

Provides comfort and support

Integral air vent keeps you cool

Luxurious 100% cotton shell

Hypoallergenic Polycoz filling

Designed and made in the UK

Choose from Medium-soft or 

Medium-firm
Most sleepers prefer Medium-soft however
if you prefer a fi rmer pillow choose Medium-fi rm

OUR PROMISE TO YOU

Sleep on the Gx Pillow for 30

nights and if you are not completely 

satisfied, we’ll give you your 

money back*

Quote ‘GW10’ for 20% off

To order a great night’s sleep 

- FREEPHONE

0800 316 2689

or order online:

www.gxpillows.co.uk
Enter ‘GW10’ in discount box for 20% off 

Lines open Mon-Sat

 9am-6pm 

*Terms and conditions apply - please see website for details.

< SCAN HERE
         and code will automati cally be applied

20% off

for readers

with code

GW10

SINGLE

PILLOW £23.99

£29.99

TWIN

PACK £39.99

£49.99

2 Gx Suspension Pillows for £39.99!!

Single Gx Pillows @ £23.99 each + £4.95 delivery (any qty):

Medium-soft   (quanti ty)   |   Medium-fi rm   (quanti ty)

Twinpack Gx Pillows @ £39.99 per pack + £4.95 delivery (any qty):

2 Medium-soft (quantity) | 2 Medium-firm   (quanti ty)

1 Medium-soft   & 1 Medium-fi rm   (quanti ty)
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The improvement 
in my reading
pleasure is huge.

Dr Pearson, Kinross

“

”

Reduce Eyestrain Instantly

We have all been spending more time indoors with our heads in a book or

absorbed in our favourite hobbies. Shedding a better light will help you do 

what you love doing for longer without straining your eyes to see.

Light up your life indoors

A Serious Light offers incredible clarity, intense brightness and high definition

detail. It is built to give your eyes the best possible chance to see as clearly 

and comfortably as possible.

If you’re an avid reader, or enjoy an indoor hobby, Serious Lights are designed

to completely transform your enjoyment in a way you never thought possible.

See colours and detail 

in high definition

Recommended by over

500 independent opticians 

Try one at home

risk-fr ee for 30 days.
with any Serious Light order when

you use code 3844, while stocks last

FREE
Compact Light

WORTH £150
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Key crops for June Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Beans – French (climbing)
A useful source of carotene for a healthy immune

system. Top and tail, gently steam and eat

immediately to optimise their vitamin C content.

Tips French beans are self-pollinating, so let a few pods ripen fully at the end of the season, as varieties
come true from saved seed. Sow 5cm deep Final spacing  15cm apart  45cm between rows 

Beans – runner
Supplying minerals like potassium, magnesium and

calcium, these beans may help with water retention

and regulate blood pressure. Freeze any excess.

Tips Make sure the soil is 12°C or higher before sowing outdoors, to ensure successful germination.  
Sow 5cm deep Final spacing  15cm apart  60cm between rows

Beetroot
Whether you’re sedentary with poor circulation

or a keen athlete, beetroot improves how our

body uses oxygen, so it’s a good choice for all.

Tips Sow seeds thinly, because each one will produce four or five seedlings. Luckily, the seeds are large
enough to pick up individually. Sow 2.5cm deep Final spacing  10cm apart  30cm between rows

Carrots
Loaded with beta-carotene, which the body

converts to vitamin A for immunity, vision and skin

health. Serve with butter or oil to optimise uptake.

Tips Carrots are drought resistant and rarely need watering. But if the foliage starts to wilt, give the soil  
a good drenching. Sow 1cm deep Final spacing  10cm apart  30cm between rows

Courgettes
Supplying vitamin C, folate and potassium,

courgettes are low in calories, high in hydration

and a good choice if you’re watching your weight.

Tips Courgettes are hungry plants, so dig plenty of well-rotted manure or home-made compost into the  
soil before planting. Sow 2.5cm deep Final spacing  90cm apart  90cm between rows 

Florence fennel
As it’s rich in potassium and a source of nitrates,

this vegetable is a useful and delicious choice

if you need to manage your blood pressure. 

Tips To prevent bolting, keep the soil consistently moist – a thick layer of mulch on the surface will help
to stop it drying out. Sow 15mm deep Final spacing  30cm apart  30cm between rows 

Kale
A popular ‘super food’, kale is loaded with

nutrients, including calcium, copper and

vitamin E. Sauté, steam, stir-fry or gently bake. 

Tips Avoid overwatering, as this encourages soft, lush growth that will be vulnerable in cold winter 
weather. Sow 2cm deep Final spacing  60cm apart  45cm between rows

Strawberries
Naturally sweet, strawberries are rich in iron,

vitamin C, folate, potassium and manganese. 

They go well with basil or mint.

Tips Protect the fruit from getting muddy by using strawberry mats rather than traditional straw, which can
harbour slugs and botrytis. Plant at soil level Final spacing  40cm apart  75cm between rows

Swiss chard
With fewer calories and more magnesium than

kale, chard is a worthy addition to your plot.

Also supplies iron, potassium and vitamin C.

Tips Harvest young leaves on a cut-and-come-again basis for salads, or allow to mature and cook like 
spinach. Sow 2.5cm deep Final spacing  20cm apart  45cm between rows

Turnips
Eating more of the cruciferous family of

vegetables, such as turnips, may reduce your  

risk of cancer. Bake, boil or steam them. 

Tips Turnips thrive in soil that is rich in nitrogen, so dig in plenty of organic matter, such as home-made
compost, before sowing. Sow 2cm deep Final spacing  15cm apart  30cm between rows

Growing guide
There are lots of tasty crops you can start this month, indoors and outside

June✁

VISIT gardenersworld.com/what-to-do-now for more advice on the best crops to sow and plant this month, and how to do it.

Offer closes 30 June 2021. Dispatched within 14 working days. P&P charges vary dependent on items ordered & surcharges may

apply. Subject to availability. Full T&Cs at YouGarden.com. UK Mainland delivery only – we regret that we are unable to deliver to 

NI due to additional costs that have been imposed due to Brexit. *Calls cost 5p/min plus your network’s access charge.

offer

www.yougarden.com/RGW189 0844 502 0050*

CHERRY TOMATO ‘SUNGOLD’ SUPERSWEET
An outstanding golden-orange cherry tomato with an intensely sweet flavour. ‘Sungold’ is perfect
for growing outdoors or in the greenhouse, and its cascading trusses are smothered in fruits that
remain ripe and ready for picking over a long season. H x S 1.8m x 50cm Harvest July-October

‘Sungold’

6 x plug plants PLUS ANOTHER 6 FOR FREE £12.99 (370043) FREE P&P

Plant/sow outdoors HarvestSow indoors

FREE
P&P
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Most plants have annual or perennial lifecycles.

Annuals go from seedling to death in under a year, while

perennials last at least two years. Biennials are in-between.

In year one, they form their roots, stems and leaves – typically, 

the leaves are a low-growing rosette (like a foxglove or

verbascum seedling) and the stem, if distinguishable, is short.

In year two, the stem elongates, the plant flowers, makes fruits

and seeds, then dies. It helps to think of this activity happening 

in two growing seasons (rather than years) – from spring, 

through summer, autumn and winter, to spring again

– as many biennials don’t live much more than 12 months.

Lunaria (honesty), sweet William and most wallflowers (Erysimum

cheiri) as well as foxgloves and verbascums, plus a few veg, are

biennials. But when eating the roots, stems or leaves of carrots, 

fennel, chard and leeks in year one, we don’t consider their

lifecycle. Annoyingly, biennials often let us down. Pretty spring

flowers appear unexpectedly in autumn, fennel and chard bolt

in summer, or long-awaited wallflowers fail to bloom for a year. 

But then predictable gardening wouldn’t be so much fun!

Contact us
Email your questions to Q&A@gardenersworld.com 

or write to us at the address on p162.

Growing biennials

Emma Crawforth, Gardening Editor

WATCH video guides and get tips on how to deal with
problems in the garden at gardenersworld.com/problems

QShould I sow the
seeds of biennials 
every year?
Lynn Paynter, by email

A EMMA SAYS Yes, to have

flowers every year it’s best to sow

every year, although you’ll have

to wait more than 12 months for

your first flowers. Hopefully,

your biennials will self-sow too.

This month

158 Gardeners’ Question Time
The BBC Radio 4 experts answer this

month’s pick of readers’ queries, including:

K The best climbers to grow in pots

K How to deter invasive horsetail

K What to plant on a dry shady slope

TOP TIP

Don’t mollycoddle

biennial ornamentals

over winter – they

often do better after

exposure to the cold
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Q&A
Edited by Emma Crawforth 

Your questions answered



GGardeners’ Question Time
Our experts tackle your gardening problems, including horsetail,
lily beetles and sawfy, and recommend suitable climbers for pots 

Q What climbers can I grow 
in pots to hide a wall?

A HUMAIRA SAYS When it

comes to the plants, you can’t

have anything too big or that

doesn’t do well in a pot, and it

must be manageable. I love the

open, single, white, repeat flowers 

of Rosa ‘Kew Gardens’, which

grows to just over a metre and has

a hint of perfume. You could have

a few of these repeated down your

wall in pots. Intersperse them with

Clematis ‘Diana’s Delight’, which

has large blue flowers with white

central markings. Both of these  

are attractive to pollinators.

Or try a repeat of grasses in pots

down your wall, such as a small

miscanthus or calamagrostis.

Alternatively, plant a fruit tree

that does well in a pot, such as

fig ‘Brown Turkey’ or apricot

‘Moorpark’ – both would enjoy

your south-facing aspect. All of

these would have to be watered

continuously on this sunny site. 

Joy, Hampshire

A PIPPA SAYS For containers,

both shrubs and climbers will

need as large a root area as

possible if they are to thrive, so

make sure the pots are a really

good size – I’m thinking a full-sized

half-barrel or similar. They must

also have plenty of drainage holes

in the base. Fill them with good-

quality loam-based potting

compost, perhaps with added

multi-purpose compost and grit. 

As for plants, consider Clematis

‘Joe’, which has masses of small, 

cheerful, white flowers and

attractive foliage. You could try

some annual climbers such as

sweet peas, as they will bring

rapid colour, wonderful perfume

and screening (and will not need

such a large container either).

Also try morning glory, Cobaea

scandens or rhodochiton. All of

these will put on a great show

and will not get too big or too 

heavy in one season.

QHowcanIstop
badgersdiggingup
mylawneachnight?

Doug Smith, by email

A MATT SAYS Badgers, which

dig up lawns looking for worms and

grubs, can be difficult to deter as

they go round barriers or dig under

them. Try to block all access to

your garden – it is easy to tell their

entry and exit points, and don’t

feed wildlife or leave food for pets

outdoors. Electric fencing is useful,

but this must be correctly installed,

the RSPCA website has a wealth

of information on sharing your

garden with badgers (see bit.ly/

living-with-badgers).

To discourage them from digging

up your lawn, you could try leaving

food out for them, such as carrots,

potatoes and sweetcorn, but don’t

give them too much or they will

become dependent. Often they

are looking for chafer grubs to eat.

These can be controlled with the 

biological control nematode

Heterorhabditis bacteriophora,

which is watered into the lawn.

Controlling badgers is not easy

and it is illegal to do anything that 

harms them or their sett.

Q&A
TEAM

ANSWER
Climbers
in pots

Growing to over a metre, Rosa

‘Kew Gardens’ also provides scent

Badgers looking for food can

damage gardens, especially lawns

Rhodochiton’s pretty

purple bells appear

from midsummer

through to autumn
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Pippa
Greenwood
Pippa is one of the
foremost experts on
pests and diseases.
She gardens using
organic methods.

Matt
Biggs
Matt trained at
Kew and has
been gardening
professionally for
more than 30 years.

Humaira
Ikram
Humaira has worked
as a garden designer
for over 10 years
and runs a garden 
design course.



Q&Agardeners’ question  time

Jo & Lyn Elliott, by email

A PIPPA SAYS Yes. The fungus

Taphrina deformans, commonly

known as peach leaf curl, will

indeed attack nectarines as well as

peaches. It causes deformity and

puckering of the leaves, which

develop a purple-red discoloration

and then become covered in a

white-ish layer of fungal spores,

before dropping prematurely. This

can weaken the tree, especially if

it happens several years in a row.

To reduce its spread, pick off as

many of the blistered leaves as

you can promptly and before the

spores appear. You may feel you

will end up with a bare, leafless

tree, and this may be the case,

but generally speaking, if you

combine this leaf removal with

some extra TLC, such as watering

and feeding, a second flush of

leaves will be produced, and

these are usually blemish free. 

Charlotte MacRae, Edinburgh

A HUMAIRA SAYS I find that 

your allium variety, ‘Purple

Sensation’, is pretty resilient and 

can even be termed rampant if

planted in free-draining soil. If you

want to boost it, add a potash feed

– like comfrey tea – in spring, but 

it’s not always necessary.

Q How can I ensure my
alliums grow well next year?

MM Fletcher, by email

A HUMAIRA SAYS Deciduous

shade suits many spring and

winter bulbs. Snowdrops and

cyclamen would work and attract

pollinators. Ivy is great as ground

cover and helps pollinators in the

autumn, while birds would like

shrubs with berries. Try holly, 

cotoneaster or mahonia.

C Smith, by email

A MATT SAYS It is skunk

cabbage (Lysichiton americanus),

which is an invasive weed and a

skin- and eye-irritant. It spreads 

when seed capsules are

transported in water, just as yours

has done. Dig this out and dispose

of it in your council green waste

bin for composting. If you want

something similar, try Lysichiton

x hortensis, which has white or

yellow flowers, but is sterile.

QWhat can I grow to
attract wildlife under 
silver birch trees? 

QWhat is thisplant in 
our garden stream?

good job, perhaps consider having

bigger bins or heaps and being

especially vigilant about regularly

turning the ingredients. Both should

help to raise the temperature and 

kill off more seeds.

QOur home-made
compost is full of
unwanted seedlings
Dot and Geoff Williams, by email

A PIPPA SAYS Seedlings are very 

likely to pop up in home-made

compost, both weeds and other

surprises, such as tomatoes, as

you have found. Weeds that are

more likely to appear in compost

either have pernicious underground 

parts (eg docks and nettles) or

seeds. First, always avoid putting

weeds with chunky underground

parts of any sort into compost bins

and similarly avoid weeds that are 

bearing seeds or in flower. If

necessary, cut off the offending

parts and rot them down in water,

then compost just the ‘safe’ bits.

The fact that you have tomato

seedlings appearing suggests your

compost is not getting hot enough

to kill off the seeds. Although it

sounds as if you’re doing a pretty 

Nettle seeds germinate easily and 

will often pop up in compost

There is no fungicide treatment

available to tackle peach leaf curl

Rainy days can cause rose balling,

but good pruning will help avoid it

Known as skunk cabbage, this

plant looks better than it smells

Q What is wrong with 
my rose fowers?
Ruth Jackson, Bristol

A HUMAIRA SAYS This is flower

balling, which is when the flowers

don’t open, mostly due to the outer 

petals getting wet and fusing

together. So get a good flow of air

around your plant by pruning it

well. When you water it, avoid hot 

sunny conditions that may

exacerbate the wet/dry issues and

water at the base. Remove affected

flowers before mould sets in, as

this can infect the whole plant.

Allium ‘Purple Sensation’ is robust and should return year after year

Q Is this peach leaf curl
on our nectarine tree?
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Send to: Hayloft Plants

FREEPOST RTGR-JAGJ-JETG, WR10 3HB

PLEASE COMPLETE IN BLOCK CAPITALS

I enclose cheque/PO for made payable to Hayloft Plants Ltd

Please write your name and address on the reverse of the cheque

Your details are kept securely and not shared with third parties. You will receive a catalogue, welcome email

and special offers, if you prefer not to receive them please call 01386 562999. For T&Cs – see hayloft.co.uk

Name

Address

Postcode Tel

Email

G
W

0
6

2
1

Please debit my Visa/Mastercard

Card no

ExpiryValid
from

CV2

THANK YOU, WE WILL CONFIRM YOUR ORDER

Please Send Item Code Price Qty Total

12 Plants YPDIA12 GW0621 £12

24 plants YPDIA24-GW0621 £18

P&P (UK only) £4.95

 Total

PHONE

0333 358 2006

ORDER ONLINE
hayloft.co.uk

QUOTE GW0621

PERFUMED PINKS

ACCORDING TO TRADITION,

PINKS SPRANG UP FROM

THE TEARS MARY SHED AS SHE

FOLLOWED HER SON TO CALVARY

Dianthus became the official symbol 

of Mother’s Day and stands for

maternal and undying love. They have 

everything, beauty, durability and

sensual heady perfume. Good for

cutting, flowering for long periods,

slug and rabbit resistant. Attractive to 

bees and butterflies.

Unfussy on soil conditions in sun

or part shade. Height and spread

30-40cm. Fully hardy perennials. Your

order is covered by our No Quibble

Guarantee and will be confirmed

together with a copy of our latest

catalogue. Your young plants will 

be delivered in June.Sunny Purple

Romance

Bailey’s Celebration

Devon Wizard

Devon Cream

Super Nova

Widecombe Fair

Sugar Plum

Red Carpet

Doris Haytor

Sunny Apricot

BUY
12 PLANTS

FOR

£12



Q&Agardeners’ question time

Ramesh Bhatt, by email

A MATT SAYS Horsetail is a

persistent weed with very deep

roots, so is hard to get rid of. You

can try hoeing it off, or using a

weed gun every time it pops up,

but this takes a long time. Or, if

you don’t mind using weedkiller,

you could crush the stems by

standing on them, then spray

with a formulation of glyphosate.

Another option is to use raised

beds, building them on top of a

double layer of porous landscape

fabric, with no gaps through which 

the horsetail could sneak in.

You could also grow your veg in

containers or an old water tank

with holes in the base. Raise these

up on bricks or timbers and cover

the ground beneath them, so the

horsetail doesn’t keep growing.

Paths can be covered with layers 

of polythene or corrugated

cardboard and made more

attractive with chipped bark.

Q Horsetail is invading
my allotment – how 
can I stop it?

C Rennison, Somerset

A MATT SAYS It’s best to take

semi-ripe cuttings of Garrya elliptica 

from this year’s young growth,

between July and September. Take

10-15cm long cuttings, remove the

lower leaves and soft tips, then

reduce the size of the remaining

leaves by half. Insert the cuttings

around the edge of a pot filled with

a 50:50 mix of compost and perlite. 

QCan I take cuttings
of a silk tassel bush?

Smother horsetail with landscape

fabric, then put raised beds on top

Barbara, by email

A HUMAIRA SAYS Stabilising

banks can be tricky and it depends 

on the size and gradient of the

slope. Make sure you minimise

erosion so the topsoil doesn’t get

washed away. Once this happens

it would be very tricky to restore 

good soil back to the slope.

You could terrace or add

plateaus to the slope. Then you

can plant without fear of the rain

washing or leaching the goodness

down the slope, as you’d have

areas for the water to pause and

percolate down into the soil. But 

you may need to consult a

structural and drainage engineer. 

Another option is to put

biodegradable matting down to

stabilise a slope, then plant into it.

It would last between three to five

years, giving your plants time to get

established. Ivy does a great job of

covering slopes, or use shrubs such

as cotoneaster or pachysandra.

A local nursery might give advice

specifically for your site/conditions. 

Q My strawberries
fruited in May. Can I get
a second crop this year?

Adding terraces is a great way to

prevent soil erosion on slopes

Grow ‘everbearing’ strawberry varieties for a longer fruiting season

Cyclamen may be dainty, but they’re tough enough for a dry shady bank

Q What plants will help
stabilise a sloping site?

Jeff Wheaton, by email

A PIPPA SAYS It depends on the

variety – some (everbearers) can

produce a crop over a prolonged

period or may end up producing a

distinct second, usually lighter

crop. Most, however, will crop just

once. Weather will also play a part.

If the May crop was on ‘forced’

plants, another crop is unlikely.

John Voller and Vikki Jones,

Worcestershire

A MATT SAYS Hardy geraniums 

would work well. Geranium x

cantabrigiense ’St Ola’ has bright

white spring flowers, topping a

carpet of evergreen leaves that

are tinted red in winter. Beautiful

varieties of G. phaeum include

white-flowered ‘Album’, ‘Samobor’ 

with dark claret flowers and

purple-splashed leaves, and ‘Lily

Lovell’ with lilac-purple flowers.

G. macrorrhizum creates a mat of

sticky aromatic leaves with a scent

of sweet briar and magenta flowers 

in spring. It’s evergreen in mild

winters and the leaves turn rich

red. There are several excellent

varieties of this species, including

bright pink-flowered ‘Sandwijck’  

and a white form, ‘Album’.

Other great options include

Lamium maculatum ‘White Nancy’, 

with white flowers and silvery

leaves, making attractive ground

cover, and sweet woodruff (Galium 

odoratum) with starry white

flowers in spring. Two hardy

cyclamen – C. hederifolium and

C. coum – would flourish, too.

Q How can I bring colour  
to a dry shady bank?

Q&A
HOT

TOPIC
Coping with 

slopes

161gardenersworld.com
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Q&A gardeners’ question time

Q I have a 3.5m x 2.5m pond that needs 
relining – can you advise me please?
Chris, by email

A HUMAIRA SAYS If the pond

is for wildlife, then this affects

my suggestions. I have always

recommended EPDM liners as

they are UV-stable and have no

toxic leaching issues as far as

we know. But they are made  

from petrochemicals and are

pretty indestructible so they  

won’t biodegrade.

Anther option would be, if you 

have clay on site, to build a

puddled clay pond. This is tricky 

though, as it needs to be

constantly moist and then once

finished needs to be kept full  

of water, as any dry bits can crack

and fail. If you don’t have the right

clay soil on site, transport costs

would make this unfeasible.

You could fill in your current

pond and grow bog plants in it.

Then get a large bowl or an old

tin bath and sink that into the

ground, as a small wildlife pond. 

Q What’s eating the leaves of my lilies?

Bowls or old tin baths full of water, planted up with small aquatics, make valuable habitats for wildlife

Grey-green sawfly larvae feast on 

hardy geranium leaves in May

Q How can I eradicate
geranium sawfly from 
my garden?

QWhere I can
purchase a
‘Tudor rose’?

Michael McCrea, by email

A PIPPA SAYS The larvae of the

geranium sawfly, Ametastegia

carpini, can cause widespread

damage and the more hardy

geraniums you have, the more

they’ll thrive and breed (and eat!).

Still, it’s very rare for the plants’

ability to flower to be reduced,

even when feeding is intense.

The larvae generally begin to

feed in May, so start checking the

plants regularly, removing larvae

by hand. Try to encourage more

birds and ground beetles into your

garden, as they will help to control

them for you. If this doesn’t work

adequately, you could consider

spraying at dusk with an organic

insecticide containing natural

pyrethrins, but you may need

to repeat this several times.

Jenny Goucher, by email

A MATT SAYS This is damage by

lily beetle larvae – both they and

the adults damage the leaves and

flowers of lilies and fritillaries.

The larvae cover themselves with

their excrement as a deterrent to

predators and are stationary so

easy to spot. Check plants daily

from early in the season, before 

they become established. 

Wipe off the grubs with a tissue,

and remove the bright red adults

by hand – they will try to escape by

dropping off the leaf, so put your

hand underneath to catch them.

Encourage wildlife too, as birds,

frogs and ground beetles will eat

them. You could also try repellent

spray. Organic contact pesticides

are effective, although they must

come into contact with the pest

and need regular application.

Scarlet lily beetles and their larvae

can devour lily leaves very rapidly

Samantha Mendell, by email

A MATT SAYS The Tudor rose

is figurative – the Tudor dynasty

united the red rose of Lancaster

(Rosa gallica officinalis) and the

white rose of York (R. x alba

‘Alba Semiplena’), so you could 

grow both of these instead.

VISIT gardenersworld.com/how-to for lots more pest and disease advice, along with creative and problem-solving projects

Gardeners’QuestionTime Enjoy a fascinating 
crop of listeners’ questions and answers
from the experts every week, on BBC Radio 4,
Fridays at 3pm, repeated Sundays at 2pm. 

Catch up with Contact us
Email your questions to Q&A@gardenersworld.com 

Write to Q&A, Gardeners’World Magazine,

Vineyard House, 44 Brook Green, London W6 7BT 

We regret that we cannot offer a personal garden advisory service.
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TO ORDER OR FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT

Henchman.co.uk/world
OR CALL TODAY ON 03333 444 229

Stay safe at height with a

 PLATFORM TRIPOD LADDER

Ladder falls result in 

130 serious injuries

every week*

1. SAFE ON UNEVEN SURFACES

Adjustable legs allow the ladder
to keep you safe when working

 on uneven ground

2. HANDS FREE WITH COMFORT

Wide steps and platform combined
with high guard rail allows you to   

 work hands free securely

3. NO SUDDEN SINKING

Wide claw feet firmly grip on
soft ground. Add rubber feet

 for indoor or hard surfaces

“Sturdy,
lightweight

and, most
importantly,

safe.” G Jones

PRICES FROM £249 • SIZES 6-16FT • FREE DELIVERY**

98% GREAT
OR EXCELLENT

5 YEAR
GUARANTEE

* NHS Digital, Hospital Episode Statistics for England. Admitted Patient Care Statistics 2019-20. Weekly fi gure based on an average over 1 year. **UK Mainland only.

FREE set of
Gardening Gloves

WORTH £25

Simply add to ord
& apply discou

code GW521 in basket

SPECIAL OFFER

Durable. Comfortable.
The perfect

gardening glove.



Visitbuysubscriptions.com/FGGW621

Call 03330 162 124** quoting code FGGW621

GREAT REASONS TO SUBSCRIBE

Get this cast aluminium griddle plate and six stainless

steel skewers for easy, healthy cooking – suitable for any 

oven, hob or BBQ

Save money on the usual shop price

    The convenience of free UK delivery direct to your door

Celebratesummer
with your favourite food magazine

*This offer is open for UK delivery addresses, via direct debit only, and is subject to availability. You will pay £23.50 every 6 issues saving 25% on the usual shop price. You will be notified of any future price changes before they take effect. The Griddle Me
This set is subject to availability and while stocks last; we reserve the right to fulfil all subsequent orders with a product of equal value. The Griddle Me This set is only available for the first 1,000 customers; we reserve the right to fulfil all subsequent orders
with a product of equal value. Please allow up to four weeks for delivery. This offer ends on 24/6/2021. BBC Good Food standard UK subscription price: £63/Europe and Republic of Ireland: €96/Rest of the World: US$140/USA and Canada: US$143.88/

Australia and New Zealand: A$153. O standard UK subscription price: £68.25/Europe and Republic of Ireland: €95/Rest of the World: US$131/USA and Canada: US$168.87/Australia and New Zealand: A$155. Usual UK cover price for both magazines is 
£5.25. **Calls from landlines will cost up to 9p per minute. Call charges from mobile phones will cost between 3p and 55p per minute but are included in free call packages. For overseas subscriptions, please call +44 (0)1604 973 735. 

Please visitbuysubscriptions.com/contact for customer service opening hours.

and O magazine to perfect your cooking 
this summer and get this Jean-Patrique
griddle plate & skewers set. You’ll pay
just £23.50 for 6 issues of your chosen 
magazine – saving 25%*!

Subscribing is easy

+
GET THIS

BONUS
REWARD

WORTH
£59.99

Special subscription off er for       readers
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2
Secret Garden
access, a special Subscriber-only
area of gardenersworld.com
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directly to
their door

FREE
delivery

Treat your friend to a BBC Gardeners’World Magazine subscription and

get 2 years for the price of 1. Pay just £68.59 for 24 issues – saving 50% .

Gift a subscription and
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2 YEARS FOR THE PRICE OF 1 
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ACROSS

1 Rogue canes of this edible

soft fruit should be pulled 

out now (9)

7 Genus of orchid with more 

than 50 varieties (4)

8 Lift and store tulip __ after 

flowering (5)

9 Ricinus communis is better

known as the castor __ plant (3)

10 It’s a good time to take __

cuttings from house plants (4)

11 Bulbs with blue blooms, also 

known as squill (7)

13 Plant out tender vegetables

raised indoors, such as __ corn (5)

14 Prune this woody climber

once its fragrant pea-like

blooms have faded (8)

17 Tilled soil ready for sowing (5) 

20 3 down belongs to this 

plant genus (6)

21 Bunny ears cactus is a fun

name for __ microdasys (7)

22 A __ garden has a formal,

often highly intricate design (4)

23 __ sativa is better known  

as rice (5)

24 Mountain __ is another 

name for rowan (3)

DOWN

1 Time to prune spring-

flowering shrubs such as __

nigrum or blackcurrant (5)

2 Sage and rosemary are

examples of these scented 

summer bloomers (7)

3 Aromatic herb popular in

Mediterranean dishes (5)

4 Plant parts that absorb water

and nutrients from the soil (5)

5 ‘Paul’s Best __‘ is a widely 

grown crocosmia (6)

6 The part of a stamen that 

supports the anther (8)

12 Herb with tall yellow flower

spikes, used to treat wounds (8)

13 Small, orange, loose-skinned 

fruit (7)

15 Grey alder is the common 

name for Alnus __ (6)

16 Many flowering and fruiting

plants benefit from a weekly 
__ feed (6)

18 Latin term for 5 down,  

as in the plant name  

Corydalis __ (5)

19 Erica ciliaris is commonly 

called Dorset __ (5)
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Marketplace Product Directory

0203 617 1166
genus.gs

Gardening Trousers 
from Genus
The world’s only brand of high-performance

clothing specially designed for gardening.

Endorsed by the RHS. Trousers for men and

women come in showerproof or waterproof 

versions with integrated kneepads and

stab-proof pockets. As Helen Yemm of the 

Telegraph says: “these are the best!”.

Get 10% off any item in the Genus range.  

First purchase only. Use code GW10 

at the checkout.

01323 440452
trugmakers.co.uk

The Sussex Trug
The Sussex Trug is a traditional tool that is

probably more cherished than any other

item in the tool shed. It makes the perfect 

gift that will be used for a lifetime to 

harvest the garden produce.

Hand made in Sussex, signed, dated,

guaranteed for life and sent next day.

A choice of five sizes with the popular 

No.7 (Large) at just £46.90 +p&p.

Visit my website or phone ANYTIME

for easy ordering. 

01424773091
christinranger.com

Cherry Blossoms
Share the joy of Summer with a pair of

Christin Ranger’s beautiful Cherry Blossom

earrings in sterling silver with 18-carat

gold-plated details, a life-affirming

symbol of rebirth and new beginnings. 

The perfect gift whether treating

yourself or someone special.

£42 + P&P

Available on website or order by phone.  

See website for stockists.

01543 252705
trimstyledecor.com

Trimstyle Decor
We have been manufacturing and

distributing MAINTENANCE FREE gazebos

and summerhouses since 2006. Whether

you choose ‘Victorian’ or ‘Contemporary’

style, they will compliment and become an

eye catching feature in any garden. Our all

glass summerhouse, with sliding windows

and doors, gives you a panoramic 360 

degree view of your garden.

*Aluminium frame *Fibreglass slate

effect roof. *Solid PVC decorative panels. 

*Toughened safety glass

(summerhouse only).

sales@sussextrugs.com
sussextrugs.com

Thomas Smith’s
Sussex Trugs
Sussex Trugs are timeless gardening

baskets used all around the world.

Smith’s are the original makers dating

back to 1829 and our Trugs are all

guaranteed for five years. Ideal

present for gardeners of all ages.

Red Lion Hall, New Road,

Magham Down, Herstmonceux,

Sussex, BN27 1PN.

01323 871640

Spring
Sale

N
ow

 On

01243 573411
ongley-snookdesigns.com 

Stainless Steel Stained 
Glass Columns
Designed for the garden, each one has

mirror inclusions to settle the column into

its surroundings. Built to withstand our

British climate, they look fabulous in the

frost and snow and won’t rust, bringing 

colour and structure to the garden.

For prices and more information, 

please go to our website,

or why not give us a call.

kedronpetandgarden.co.uk

Doggie Dooley from
Kedron Pet & Garden
Doggie Dooley in-ground dog waste

systems are the easy way to manage dog

waste and keep gardens clean. Install the

unit in the ground, then simply scoop dog

waste into the unit and add water and

digester powder or tablets. Waste breaks

down naturally using natural enzymes and

drains harmlessly away. Available as septic

tank or leachbed options; sold worldwide

since 1968. Totally safe for pets, plants, 

lawns and children. £58.95.

Visit our website for details.

Comfort with Style –
Leather Mules
A small family business offering high quality

leather mules in five styles (one suitable 

for a wider foot) and seven colours.

Perfect for indoor and outdoor wear.

An arch support is an integral feature

helping to create additional comfort.

We offer sizes 2-14 (35-49). Prices £50.00 

and £55.00 with £5.00 P&P.  

01364 652733
themulecompany.co.uk

Oketor

Meltor

Kestor

Haytor

Welstor
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For more information
Call: 01889 562 610

Visit: www.woodpeckerjoinery.co.uk

W S R  R D C DA GR E HOU E C L F AME   
A GA E BU DI GS

H  M  I  OU  S A OR S E WOR S OPS E A I 1  

BY APPOINTMENT TO
HRH THE PRINCE OF WALES
TIMBER GREENHOUSE AND

COLDFRAME MANUFACTURERS
WOODPECKER JOINERY UK LTD
BRAMSHALL, STAFFORDSHIRE

Buy the best. Buy Keder.

Keder Greenhouse, Newtown, Offenham, Evesham, 

Worcestershire WR11 8RZ

GROW BETTER 

CROPS AND 

PLANTS

• Adjustable stage and 

shelving heights

• Bracing and support kits 

available

• Highly responsive

customer Service

• 10-year UV guarantee on 

the cladding

• Safest greenhouse or

polytunnel available

www.kedergreenhouse.co.uk

t: +44 (0) 1386 49094 | e: sales@kedergreenhouse.co.uk

LARGEST RANGE OF

GREENHOUSES
NATIONWIDE

For expert advice call 01761 463102

www.isgreenhouses.co.uk
enquiries@isgreenhouses.co.uk

Plaisters Green, North Somerset BS40 8BH

INSTALLATION

SERVICE

AVAILABLE

Ferryman
Polytunnels

Polytunnel widths from 8ft to 24ft wide

Polytunnel Covers, Accessories and Spares

Need advice, contact Gordon or Jo

www.ferrymanpolytunnels.co.uk

Ferryman Polytunnels, Morchard Road,  

EX17 5LS

01363 84948
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Engrained with passion &
quality for over 100 years.

Our Product Portfolio Includes

Summerhouses &
Garden Buildings

Equestrian Buildings
& Accessories

Garages &
Outbuildings

Scotts of Thrapston has a proud and

long standing reputation for designing 

and producing a range of stunning

timber buildings solutions suitable for

all types of luxury homes across the UK.

Start your journey today and call 01832 732366
or visit scottsofthrapston.co.uk for more details.

Buy with 12 Month Interest FREE Credit

Timeless designs and handmade in the

finest timbers; a Chelsea Summerhouse

is the idyllic hideaway to escape from

the interruptions of everyday life

and enjoy the changing seasons.

Living indoors

Éoutdoors

For further information call 0800 3317742

or visit www.chelseasummerhouses.co.uk

0% APR representative
Credit is subject to status and affordability. Terms and conditions apply.

Chelsea Summerhouses, 51 Station Road, Sedgefield, TS21 2BY
(Register no. 7208554) trading as Chelsea Summer Houses is a credit broker

and is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.
Credit is provided by Hitachi Personal Finance, a trading style of Hitachi Capital (UK) PLC,

authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority (Register no. 704348).

● 2 Year Guarantee ● Credit Cards Accepted ● Online Ordering ● Free UK Delivery

For a FREE brochure telephone or visit the contact us page 

01335 342981
www.baylissautovents.co.uk

The Bayliss range of Autovents opens and closes greenhouse vents
automatically without the need for electricity by using the warmth of the sun

Bayliss Precision Components Ltd, Airfi eld Ind Estate, Ashbourne, Derbyshire DE6 1HA

MANUFACTURED

IN THE UK

IN DERBYSHIRE

Two Wests & Elliott (GW) Unit 4 Carrwood Road, Sheepbridge Ind Estate, Chesterfield S41 9RH

Two Wests & Elliott
Quality Equipment
We stock a massive range of products with many exclusive to us including Greenhouse Benching
Greenhouse Shelves • Potting Benches • Seed Tray Racks • Propagators • Grow Lights • Heat Mats
Thermostats • Greenhouse Heaters • Insulation • Cold Frames • Cloches • Raised Beds • Greenhouses 

E s t a b l i s h e d s i n c e 1 9 7 5

quality products. All made by hand to the highest standards, we also offer a custom build
service, where our skilled craftsmen can make a special size or unique design for a perfect fit.

for Greenhouse and Garden

Design
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THE FINEST SUN AWNINGS FITTED 
WITH CARE AND EXPERTISE

• Extend your home into the garden

• Ask us about remote operation on your mobile & other 
automation products

• Vast range of fabrics, styles and colours

• Normally installed within one day
by our own team

Ask for a free survey: 0800 458 0479

www.roluxuk.com

A
SK

FO
R

A
FREE

W
IN

D
 D

ETEC
TO

R

Part of the Rolux UK Group

*Credit is subject to status and affordability. Representative Example: Cash price £4,500.00, 30% deposit of £1,350.00, amount of credit £3,150.00, annual rate of interest 0% 

p.a fi xed, 0% APR Representative, 24 monthly repayments of £131.25, total amount payable £4,500.00 (including deposit).

HOME INNOVATIONSN

ForaFREEbrochure
ornoobligation
design consultation

Call us today on 0800 825 0532
or visit us online at www.nationwideltd.co.uk

LUXURY OUTDOOR LIVING ALL YEAR ROUND FROM THE NUMBER ONE HOME IMPROVEMENT COMPANY

OWN A BESPOKE NATIONWIDE VERANDA TODAY
✔ Custom made to suit your property

✔ Built to the highest quality

✔ Wide range of styles and finishes 

✔ Huge choice of colours

✔ FREE design consultation

✔ OVER 50,000 satisfied customers

✔ Full installation service

✔ 5 Year Guarantee on all products

✔ Range of finance options available

✔ FCA approved

SEE
OUR

EXTEN
SIVE

RAN
GE

ON
LIN

E

24 MONTHS INTEREST FREE CREDIT AVAILABLE*

GETUPTO

25%
OFF

OVER 30 YEARS
OF HOME INNOVATIONS

TO CELEBRATE

Sun & Rain Awnings

Traditional Verandas
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Bring the UK’s wild
birds to your garden
by sharing this lovely
range of protein and
“essential fats” packed 
foods – and do so 
all year round!

And in keeping with
Chirpy’s environmental
impact philosophy,
we have launched our
new wild bird food range
in 100% recyclable
packaging – the first of 
its kind in the UK!

Fly over to our Chirpy
Birdfoods website for
your 20% discount.
Just enter GW20

code at checkout.

chirpybirdfoods.com

T&C’s -  Off er ends 30th June 2021. Unlimited customer use.

www.mypetssupply.co.uk
Code offer ends 24/06/2021. One code per order, cannot be used in conjunction with another.

Prices correct at time of print. Free Singing Friend feeder must be added to the cart to qualify.

mypetssupply
www.mypetssupply.co.uk

Free UK

delivery

on all orders

over £30

Save 20% off your first order

Use the code MPSGW21B
Straw & Hay for Pets or Plants

from only £2.99

Hedgehog food

From just £3.49

Wild Bird | Poultry | Fish | Dog | Cat

Free

Bird
Feeder

w
hen

you
spend

 O
ver £35!

Order from our wide range at www.lovegardenbirds.co.uk or call our team on 01924 929900 (8.30am-5pm Monday-Friday)

*10% OFF offer ends 30/09/21. Cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer from Love Garden
Birds. Delivery charges apply for orders under £25 or less than 12.49kg or areas classed as out of areas by

our carrier. Please see our website for full details. Prices shown are subject to change – COVID-19
/Brexit is causing large fluctuations in raw material prices which are impacting retail prices.

10% OFF
YOUR FIRST ORDER

Valid until 30th September 2021. No minimum spend.

This offer code can only be used once.

USE OFFER CODE

GW621

Customer Rating 4.8

LOWEST PRICES IN THE UK

FREE
DELIVERY
on all orders
over £25 or
12.5kg sacks*

We deliver bird food direct to your doorstep - no fuss!
Whilst Government restrictions lighten, ourselves and our carriers continue to ensure your safety by adhering
to government guidelines and operating a contact free service. Please stay safe from all at Love Garden Birds.

150 Balls

£18.39
300 Balls

£32.89

12.75kg

£18.79
25.5kg

£33.79

12.55kg

£21.79
25kg

(2 x 12.55kg)

£34.79

Premium Sunflower
Heart Kernels

All Season
Suet Fat Balls

All Seasons Seed
& Insect Suet Pellets

MADE IN

BRITAIN

12.55kg

£22.79
25kg

£39.79

Fledgling
Mix
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Simple
www.watergardeningdirect.com  

Tel: 01778 341199

Pond Liners

Tel: 01778 341199
Water Gardening Direct, Hards Lane, Frognall, Peterborough PE6 8RL

Blanketweed choking up your pond?
Evolution Aqua’s Stop Blanketweed

is our best selling treatment

Special DealBuy any 3 UV bulbs and get
the cheapest 1 free

Damselfly
500 - 1250L

from £219.99

Free delivery to your door

Seasonal Products

from £84.99

Liner Greenseal Butyl PVC Underlay
Size M Lifetime Lifetime 30 Year 250g

(0.75mm) (0.75mm) (0.5mm)

1Kg treats 10000 litres £13.99
2.5Kg treats 25000 litres £29.99
4Kg treats 40000 litres       £43.99

Full

72 page

brochure

available

Box Welded
liners made

to order

Preformed Ponds

2 x 2 £28.22 £39.11 £11.76 £8.80
3 x 3 £63.49 £88.00 £26.45 £22.00
3 x 4 £84.66 £117.33 £35.27 £26.40
3 x 5 £105.82 £146.66 - £35.20
4 x 4 £112.88 £156.44 £47.02 £35.20
4 x 5 £141.09 £195.55 £58.78 £44.00
4 x 6 £169.31 £234.66 £70.53 £52.80
5 x 5 £176.37 £244.44 £73.47 £57.20
5 x 6 £211.65 £293.33 £88.16 £66.00
6 x 6 £253.97 £351.99 £105.80 £79.20
6 x 7 £296.35 £410.66 £123.43 £92.40
8 x 8 £451.58 £625.77 £188.08 £140.80

PVC 30 Year ......0.50mm ....£2.94/m2 (27p/ft2)
Greenseal ........0.75mm ......£7.05/m2 (65p/ft2)
Butyl ................0.75mm ....£9.77/m2 (90p/ft2)

Just A Small Selection Of Our Full Range

UK’slargestsupplier of
preformedponds

Aquaplancton
Voted Home and Garden “Product of the Year”

Pond before Pond afer

www.aquaplancton.co.uk

Tel: 01298 214003

Aquaplancton has been clearing ponds of blanket weed, duckweed, algae,
green water, sludge, slime, odour and clogged filters, for nearly 30 years.

People re-order time and time again which says a lot for this safe, natural remedy.

easygardenirrigation.co.uk

EASY TO USE & SETUP

FAST UK DELIVERY

STRESS FREE
IRRIGATION KITS
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Please post to: Mr Fothergill’s, (F21AVRGW1),
Unit 8, St Leger Drive, Newmarket Business Park, 
Newmarket, Suffolk CB8 7DT
Your Guarantee of Satisfaction If your purchase fails to give satisfaction we will
replace or refund without question.
We’d like to continue sending you catalogues by post. If you would prefer not to receive them, please tick this box.

Name (Mr/Mrs/Ms/Miss)

Delivery Address

Postcode

Email Address

If you would prefer not to receive news of special off ers or promotions tick this box We will only share your email address 
with our delivery partners.

Telephone

(In case we or our delivery partners need to contact you about your order).

Name on Card

Signature                                                                                                          Date

Valid from: Expiry date:
3 digit security code:

(last 3 numbers on signature strip)

Card number:

I enclose my cheque made payable to Mr Fothergill’s. Or debit my VISA   Mastercard   

Offer subject to availability and cannot be used in conjunction with

any other offer from Mr Fothergill’s. See website for terms and

conditions. Credit/debit cards charged at time of ordering. We think

you’d enjoy some of the latest products and offers by post from

other trusted retailers and organisations. If you would prefer not

to receive these by post, please tick this box. Details of these 

organisations can be found in our

privacy statement at www.mr-fothergills.co.uk/privacy

SAVE 10% on Viresco® Aqua today!

Code Description Price Qty Total

47332
2.5g Viresco® Aqua Small Pond Pack 

(up to 6,500 litres)

£9.95

£8.96

44751
5g Viresco® Aqua Medium Pond Pack 

(up to 12,500 litres)

£13.95

£12.56

44752
10g Viresco® Aqua Large Pond Pack 

(up to 25,000 litres)

£20.90

£18.81

48477
25g Viresco® Aqua Extra Large Pond Pack

(up to 70,000 litres)

£39.75

£35.78

49865
50g Viresco® Aqua XXL Pond Pack 

(up to 140,000 litres)

£74.50

£67.05

49867
100g Viresco® Aqua XXXL Pond Pack 

(up to 280,000 litres)

£144.00

£129.60

FREE Nitrate Test Kit –

included with all Viresco® Aqua orders
FREE 1 FREE

Postage & Packing

TOTAL AMOUNT

£1.95

* Remember to quote

your promotional code

F21AVRGW1 at the

checkout to receive your

10% Viresco® discount.

VIRESCO® AQUA POND CLEAR: RIDS ponds of blanket weed and algae

DIGESTS organic waste • ELIMINATES nitrates • REDUCES phosphates

• IMPROVES pond water clarity • PROMOTES fish health

Order today online at: www.mr-fothergills.co.uk/F21AVRGW1
Or phone 0845 371 0518 9am to 5pm Monday to Friday. *Calls cost 3p per minute plus your phone company’s access charge

Clear your pond of summer algae 
and green water

Week 1 Week 6

Code F21AVRGW1

FREE!

NITRATE
TEST

Strips

w
orth £3.95! 

• Non-chemical –

totally biological

• Easy to use with a 

long shelf life

• Long lasting – one

application lasts

many months

• Harmless to fish,

plants and wildlife,

even if overdosed

• Full instructions

with every pack.

SAVE 10% on Viresco® Aqua
- for a clean and healthy

pond in a few weeks!

Viresco® – the award winning pond clear, trusted by
pond owners for more than 20 years!
Viresco® Aqua uses a combination of micro-organisms that clean water

by removing the soluble nutrients on which algae feeds and digesting the

organic matter that makes your pond cloudy. This helps to improve the health

of fish by increasing their food uptake and reducing disease. Viresco® is
100% organic and completely harmless to birds, fish, frogs, newts, pets,
plants, insects and humans. It’s so safe it can even be used in freshwater 

aquaria to keep the glass clean!

Best Buy ‘Algae Control’ listing for the last 8 years running!
“I regulariy use Viresco® Aqua. Absolute value for money and does what they 
say it will and more.” Mr K Shenton

A cleaner

pond and

healthier

fish in a few 

weeks

SAVE

10%

today!
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Topsoil you 
can trust

www.rolawn.co.uk

Find out why Rolawn is the first choice for professional landscapers

and domestic gardeners who demand Britain’s highest quality topsoil

Safe, certifi ed & analysed to BS3882:2015

Introducing…

The Aerobin Hot Composter
Food and garden waste into compost, not to landfill.
Nutrient rich fertiliser, ready for planting in no time.

see more at É

www.originalorganics.co.uk/composting/aerobin

Composting can often take more time than you’d like, but we offer
hot composters that heat up your organic waste to help quickly
break it down. This gives you useable compost much faster than a
regular compost bin. By cutting landfill waste as well as time, you
can be as green as your garden with your new natural fertiliser.

400L Aerobin - £229.00
Great for larger households, small to

medium offices or small food sites

600L Aerobin - £330.98
Ideal for restaurants, pubs, large offices or large food sites

200L Aerobin - £172.80
Perfect for a domestic setting

Potential to add meat,

bones, fish, eggboxes, paper
and card in moderation

Little need to turn your compost
All year round composting due to

weatherproof insulation
No odours or wasted heat

Robust construction
for a lifetime of use

Soil Testing Service
Professional laboratory soil tests

• gardeners • landscapers
• small holders

Wildflower meadows, veg, fruit, flower,
new & established gardens.

Fast, accurate & easy to
interpret soil report within 7 days

www.soilvalues.com
07598 714 082
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Garden Comfort in Motion View our Online Catalogue

  Instalment Plan Available    Family-owned Company Established Over 30 Years

Tel: 0800 542 2929www.pepegarden.co.uk

www.roseandrust.co.uk

Garden Collection

• Water Features • Corten Steel • Zinc Planters   
• Plant Supports • Garden Features 

info@roseandrust.co.uk
07980 382 702

Quick & Easy Solution to fix wires to
concrete posts

NO DRILLING - simply clamp the two
halves together

Three sizes to fit most concrete posts

Main Stockists of Gripple Trellising

FREE UK DELIVERY
Visit our website to view our other gardening accessories and gift ideas

www.rivelinglenproducts.co.uk

info@rivelinglenproducts.co.uk

01246 462666

Wire Anchor with Gripple

Trellising System

Wire Anchor

Concrete Post Fixings (Wire Anchors)
& Easy Trellising System View our range of “instant fit” hanging basket,

pot holder and bird feeder brackets for:-

Concrete/Wooden Fence Post - Fence - Trellis - Drainpipe

www.clipnhang.com

Buy online or telephone 01268 544 003
John Harris Products 21 Denehurst Gardens, Langdon Hills, Essex SS16 6TX

2 for £17.49
incl. postage

2 for £24.99
incl. postage

2 for £14.49
incl. postage

2 for £12.99
incl. postage

“instant fit”
no drilling

Plant Supports (UK) Limited is a family-run
business with a passion for gardening and
we are proud to say we manufacture high
quality products in Britain, using British materials.

For details or to order telephone 01584 781578 or visit

www.plantsupports.co.uk
Plant supports (UK) Ltd. Skipperley, Rochford, Tenbury Wells, Worcs WR15 8SL

Supporting great British Gardens

Totally British made

Plant Supports
Various Sizes and Styles

www.bespokeplantsupports.co.uk

sales@bespokeplantsupports.co.uk

over £45* mainland UK
* t&c's apply see our website

5 Large Curved 62cm £15.99

5 Medium Curved 50cm £12.99

5 Extra Tall Med 75cm £15.99

5 Loop 100cm £11.99
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WHAT A 

YEAR!

Lets get back to...

Walks in the park, Meeting

friends, Café’s, the Pub, Work…

It’s not magic, but it is special –

A walker from Uniscan can help

you get back to the things we 

all took for granted.

01268 419 288
www.uniscan-walkers.co.uk

Call for a FREE brochure
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To request a FREE brochure complete
the coupon opposite or call

0333 014 7771
www.quantum-heating.co.uk

Higher Performance. Lower bills.

*Calculated using SAP 2012

The revolutionary
alternative to standard

storage heaters

Designed to operate on any off-peak tariff

Economical and virtually maintenance free

Attractive, state-of-the-art design

24/7 control system with LCD display

Now with Wifi control via app

Heat always available on demand

Responsive to external temperature

UP TO

27%CHEAPERTO RUN*

Quantum Heating’s Dimplex off-peak heating system uses low-cost, off-peak energy that is up to 47

per cent cheaper to run than electric convector or radiator systems on an on-peak tariff and 27 per cent

cheaper to run than standard storage heater systems. Adapting to match lifestyle and climate conditions

delivering heat only when required, with an easy-to-use control system with LCD display and a simple

design that won’t detract from your furniture,maintenance-free and economical to run, these heaters are

perfect for keeping toasty throughout the year. 12 months 0% interest free finance available subject to

status. Get £150 cashback when you quote RD24/6 on purchase of two or more Quantum heaters

before 1st July 2021. For a free brochure, visit quantum-heating.co.uk or call 0333 014 7771.

Heaters to be installed before 1st August 2021. T&Cs apply.

have astairlift
Why

areal lift?
when you

can
have

• Urgent install service

• Ready to take your call now

• Cost-effective

• Small footprint

• Freestanding design 
- no wall needed

• Wheelchair model available

• Manufactured, installed and 
guaranteed by Stiltz

The UK’s No.1 Homelift

0808 302 6173
www.stiltz.co.uk

Trusted trader

Rated ‘Great’

AS ADVERTISED
ONTV
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Have fun in the garden, on the grass or the patio, or indoors,

with this superb new Crazy Golf set!

This high-quality, two-player set, suitable for both left handers

and right handers, includes six obstacles, plus two children’s

clubs and three ‘lightweight’ golf balls, meaning no broken

windows!

Completely safe and brilliant fun! Ages 3 to 12.

Box size approx. 58cm x 32.5cm

“We absolutely love this.

It’s good old-fashioned fun

in the garden! Great stuff!”
★★★★★

Michelle Johnson, Rotherham

Remember to quote GW36A to get your SPECIAL OFFER price

“Your family will love

Crazy Golf!”

20%OFF
SPECIAL OFFER! Reg. Price £19.99

Now £15.99
If you quote Ref: GW36A

Send coupon to: ‘Crazy Golf’ GW Offer

c/o THPC, PO Box 586, Elstree, Herts WD6 3XY

Order Code: Item: Qty Was Now Total

BTGLF 1 x ‘Crazy Golf’ SAVE £4! £19.99 £15.99

BTGLF 2 x ‘Crazy Golf’ SAVE £8! £39 98 £31.98

Standard Delivery (approx. 7 to 10 days) Please note that offer
code also discounts delivery charge by 20% (regular p and p £4.95) £3.95

FREE UK delivery on orders over £50!

Next Day Delivery Order before 2pm and receive your order

on the next working day (excludes weekends and Bank Holidays)
£8.95

Grand Total

Title Initial Surname

Address

Postcode Daytime Telephone Number

I enclose a cheque / postal order, payable to THPC Value £

Or please debit my credit / debit card

Card No.

Expiry Date Valid From Date Issue No. 3 Digit Security Code.

Print Name Signature Date

Buy Now! Call0844 848 2823*

quote ref. GW36A to receive your 20% discount.

or visit www.happypuzzle.co.uk/golf

The Happy Puzzle Company would like to permit carefully chosen third party companies to contact you with

special offers from time to time. If you donÕt wish to receive this information, please tick here

* Our 0844 numbers cost 7p per minute plus your phone company's access charge.

Offer ends 11.59pm 31st December 2021!

the
Happy
Puzzle

Company
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!

GW36A

RATED 4.6 OUT OF 5 FROM OVER

32,000 REVIEWS!
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Made by Roberts & Sheppey (Melrose) Ltd. Est 1880

melroseellamay@aol.com
www.melrose-skincare.co.uk

MELROSE
18G SKINCARE
STICK Ð £4.20

SOOTHES DRY SKIN, SORE LIPS
AND PAINFUL CRACKED HEELS

Enquire at your supermarket
ʻIn-House Pharmacyʼ or your local chemists 

pharmacy department.

MELROSE advertised in Chemist & Druggist Price List.
 Pip code 0146449 or for AAH:- MEL 100B

Find your
heavenly
partner

Struggling

to find a Christian 

soul mate?

Ring Friends1st.

and we will help

you find your

perfect match.

Call: 0208 088 3581

Gardening Courses
Home-study

For free info FREEPHONE 0800 083 9191 

or 01409 220 777

Or email: info@hccollege.co.uk     

www.hccollege.co.uk
The Horticultural

Correspondence

College

• For leisure or for a career

• Over 30 courses in Gardening, Garden Design,

Arboriculture, Forestry, Floristry and more

• Many courses prepare you for RHS or 

 RFS/ABC quals.

The UK’s number one shop for
children’s gardening

www.gardeningforkids.co.uk

sosowgarden.com

Chilli & Tomato Grow Kits

COLLECT THEM ALL!

I N S A N E

M O L T E N  L A U G H T E R

Late Victorian Villa
with Separate Top Floor 3 Bed Apartment

Surrounded by Your Own Mature Trees, Rhododendrons & Shrubs
Set in 0.75 Acres. Large Front, Rear & Side Organic Gardens

Enquires: surreyvictorianvilla@gmail.com • Tel: 07722 839576

This Beautiful, versatile home, perfect for families with elderly,
disabled, teenagers or nanny, with original features

in Walton-on-Thames, Surrey (near Hampton Court) includes:
Porch • Entrance hall • Drawing-room • Study/Library • Dining-room • Family-room • Kitchen

Conservatory • Cloakroom • 4/5 Beds • 2/3 Baths and Landing/Reading area.

2nd staircase accessed by rear door or ground and 1st floor to apartment which includes:
Landing • Sitting-room • 3 Beds • Kitchen and Bathroom

Double gates to the front garden with parking for many cars and a garage.
Large secluded rear garden with Loggia, Pond, Fernery & wildlife habitats.

Internal area: 4776 sq ft / 444 sq m Garage/Workshop: 256 sq ft / 23.8 sq m

Walton station: 0.5 miles with route directly to London Waterloo in 25 minutes. 0.6 miles to shops.
Good road links to Central London & Heathrow Airport. 5 miles to Hampton Court

The Gubbins

gardening tools
safeand dry.
8 colours available.

Makes a
great gift.

Further details,
contact Heather:
twiggyj@hotmail.co.uk
01425 616737
07778103335

£20
+£4 P&P
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St Mary’s Pla�, Nr Sevenoaks, Kent

The Walnut Tree Company

is the leading supplier of

quality Walnut timber,

Walnut fruit, Sweet Chestnut,

Almond, and Kentish Cobnut

trees. Alexander Hunt also

gives specialist advice for the

garden, orchard, forest and

amenities/landscape uses.

walnu�rees.co.uk

telephone facebook twitter
01732 882 734 /PotashFarm @PotashFarm

website mobile email
walnuttrees.co.uk 07979 525 939 info@walnuttrees.co.uk

ALSTROEMERIA & IRIS

Save money on our Iris and

Alstroemeria collection deals

Visitors most welcome

by appointment only

Free illustrated catalogue   
01939 291475

Viv Marsh Postal Plants (GW)

Walford Heath

Shrewsbury, SY4 2HT

www.postalplants.co.uk

Contact Gary: 01684 770 733
or 07500 600 205

Gary@cranesbillnursery.com
www.cranesbillnursery.com

Discover the Diversity
of Hardy Geraniums!

We stock up to 200 varieties 
throughout the year

Free printed catalogue & emailed guide 

available upon request

Mail order service throughout the UK

For a FREE Catalogue Tel: 01622 840229

Summer Bulbs 

Order direct online at
www.dejager.co.uk

to get a 10% discount

Call: 01255 830181Call: 01255 830181

or visit: www.kenmuir.co.ukor visit: www.kenmuir.co.uk

to request yourto request your

FREEFREE brochurebrochure

Please quote GW21JUPlease quote GW21JU

EPIMEDIUMS

Catalogue Now Available
Online store at

www.straightmile.net

Sea
Spring
Seeds

www.seaspringseeds.co.uk

For

VEGETABLE SEEDS
that work

Tomatoes, chillies, salads – and much more

ROSES

cottage-memories.co.uk
VIEW OUR ONLINE CATALOGUE

We are a family business specialising in

growing classic roses, iris and peonies.

Delivered to your door.
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01953 454707
www.classicroses.co.uk

Attleborough   Norfolk   NR17 1AY

Rediscover the 
Romance
of Roses...

Gardening is
a wonderful
hobby, helping
to boost mental
health and spiritual
well-being and now
more than ever it is
time to get out into the
garden to discover and
enjoy the beauty of nature
and we at Peter Beales
are aiming to help you 
achieve that.

We feel that every
garden deserves a rose
and every rose from our
extensive world leading
collection is of the finest

quality, carefully selected and
hand cultivated to the highest of 
standards here in East Anglia.

Our inspirational catalogue ‘A Treasury of
Roses’ is the most comprehensive catalogue
you could wish for. To receive your free copy
please phone the nursery or visit our website 
quoting GW21.

• MAIL ORDER

• FREE CATALOGUE

• DISPLAY GARDENS

Rosa The Perse Rose



Online sales will incur £1 P&P charge (UK mainland), see Mags Direct for overseas charges. Small Space Gardening guide is a reprint, originally published 2018

Limited outdoor
space? No problem!

ON SALE NOW in selected supermarkets, WH Smith and local shops. 

For more details and to buy online go to

bit.ly/GWGSSG21
Subscribers save 25% when you buy online – order today! See Rewards on page 28 for details

Specia
l E
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■ Design solutions for patios, balconies and terraces ■ Easy projects to get started
■ 50 plants for guaranteed results ■ Growing fruit, veg and herbs in small spaces
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July issue on sale 24 June

PLUS Front garden special K our pick of fire pits K success with orchids K harvesting beetroot K crops to start in July 

Add impact and drama

to your plot with striking 

exotics in pots

FAST & FRESH
Get the best from your homegrown

with speedy ways to enjoy delicious 

pickings fresh from the garden
Make your garden a

haven for bees with  

our expert advice 

Make new plants for free

now with MONTY’s guide

to summer propagation 

CAROL reveals how to create

a garden that will thrive in  

hot, dry conditions 

Got a problem? ALAN shares

organic ways to tackle common

gardening conundrums

Build a handy storage bench

with ADAM’s step-by-step 

weekend project

June 2021 185



Titchmarsh
Tales from 

maintenance (nothing more than an 

annual wash down) has made it by  

far the most successful in terms of 

construction material – always smart 

looking, and in need of little more than 

new blinds and replacement automatic 

ventilators after nearly 20 years of use.

And now I am about to add another 

greenhouse– a 6ft x 8ft western red 

cedar model to sit in the middle of  

the veg patch where it will house 

tomatoes, melons and cucumbers.  

I could not be happier. 

The prospect of a new greenhouse  

is something that always gives me a 

thrill. I could have gone for another 

powder-coated alloy version, but the 

fact that I needed it for filming at rather 

short notice, and just a twinge of 

nostalgia for the tang of western red 

cedar that will take me back to the first 

greenhouse of my married life, caused 

me to plump for the wooden model.

In future, it will grow those same 

crops as my very first greenhouses  

all those years ago – a mixture of 

bedding plants, and tender fruits  

and vegetables. It will also ease  

the strain on my larger greenhouse, 

for as anyone who has a greenhouse 

will know, however large it is,  

it will not be large enough.

To pull on your coat in foul weather 

and make that journey down the 

garden to a gently heated sanctuary is 

to discover the ultimate delight of what

we used to call ‘protected cultivation’.

Should you come to my garden and 

find it hard to locate me among the 

beds and the borders, you know 

exactly where I shall be. Well, in  

one of them anyway. Just call me 

‘Two-Greenhouses Titchmarsh’. 

As the perfect place to sow seeds, nurture plants and even hide 

from the rain, Alan wouldn’t be without a greenhouse – or two

my plumber father when it came to 

working out just which bolt went 

where. When I left home in the late 

1960s, I went as a student to Kew 

Gardens where I spent a year working 

in Decimus Burton’s Palm House. It 

may have fostered in me delusions  

of grandeur, but in the first little garden 

of our married life in the 1970s I made 

do with a 6ft x 8ft cedar model.

Then came a larger garden – 

Barleywood – home to Gardeners’ 

World between 1996 and 2002, where  

I had the grandest of my crystal 

palaces: a green powder-coated alloy 

structure with three sections so that  

a camera crew could keep dry at the 

same time as filming me. I remember 

my sister being quite overcome when 

she came to visit (no bucket needed).   

I built a smaller version on the veg 

patch and had a timber lean-to for 

alpines, as well as a conservatory 

attached to the house where we could 

recline among the palms and read the 

Sunday papers. The Barleywood years 

were undoubtedly the time when I was 

in my pomp, greenhouse-wise.

Nineteen years ago, we made what 

we hope will be our final move to this 

Hampshire garden around an old 

farmhouse. Here, I’ve chosen a smaller 

version of the powder-coated alloy 

house we enjoyed at Barleywood,  

in cream this time. The ease of 

And finally...

 To make 

that journey 

down the 

garden to a 

gently heated 

sanctuary is to 

discover the 

ultimate delight 

of ‘protected 

cultivation’
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Some people can list every car 

they have ever owned. I can list every 

greenhouse. There have been 10 of 

them. The first two were made from 

polythene and bits of wood my dad 

had spare from DIY jobs around the 

house. I would have been about 10 

years old at the time of the first and  

12 when the second one (with a proper 

hinged door, rather than a polythene 

flap) was constructed against the old 

stone outhouse in the back garden. 

Inside these glorious transparent 

shelters I grew bedding plants, took 

cuttings and raised my first crop of 

tomatoes. The mixed aroma of fresh 

polythene and damp seed compost 

can still give me a frisson of 

excitement. By the time I was 15, I had 

saved up enough to buy a second-hand 

timber greenhouse from one of the 

men in the parks department. It cost 

me £5, and my dad and I brought it 

home on a handcart with my sister 

following behind with a bucket to pick 

up any pieces of glass and timber that 

fell off (she reminds me that it needed 

a lot of bits replacing – I maintain that 

she was clearly distracted from her 

duties along the mile-long journey).

The family moved house a year later 

and, fearful that the greenhouse would 

not survive another journey across 

town, my parents kindly bought me an 

aluminium replacement, which taxed 

186



Launching in early 2021, Cobra’s new cordless rear roller lawnmowe

expertly powered by twin 40v Li-ion batteries giving 80v of cutting p

With 17” and 20” models available, self-propelled drives and a stee

roller on the RM51SP80V, these feature packed lawnmowers will produce 

a beautiful, traditional striped finish on your lawn.

With one of the largest ranges of lawnmowers in the UK, Cobra have  

60 models to suit any gardening needs. Visit www.cobragarden.co.uk 

to find your local Cobra dealer today.

The 80v rear roller lawnmower range promo prices start from just: £534.99 inc VAT*

For information on Cobra contact us on 0115 986 6646 or visit: www.cobragarden.co.uk  *Promotional prices only at participating dealers

TWIN  40V  BATTER IES



THE VICTORIAN CHELSEA 
Nottinghamshire

THE MODERN HARTLEY 8 PLANTHOUSE
London, UK

THE HERITAGE VISTA
West Yorkshire

NOTHING ELSE 
IS A HARTLEY

The only aluminium Glasshouses and Greenhouses endorsed by the RHS
© The Royal Horticultural Society 2021 Endorsed by the Royal Horticultural Society. Registered Charity No 222879/SC038262. rhs.org.uk

Discover the secret of Hartley Botanic by calling 0800 783 8083 or visit www.hartley-botanic.co.uk

THE FINEST GLASSHOUSES MONEY CAN BUY

THE VICTORIAN TERRACE 
Hertfordshire


