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Which is better, lizards or mice?



by 
Elizabeth 
Preston

Bruce is a kind of parrot 
called a kea. He lives in 
New Zealand. When Bruce 
was rescued from the wild, 
he was missing the top 
part of his beak. This is 
a big problem for a bird. 
Keas use their beaks to 
comb dirt and bugs from 
their feathers. But Bruce 
found a fix.

Bruce can pick up a 
pebble and hold it between 
his tongue and the bottom 
of his beak. Then he 
uses the pebble as a tool 
to clean his feathers. 
The pebble works like a 
prosthetic hand for a 
person who’s missing a 
limb.

Parrots and crows are 
intelligent birds. They 
sometimes use tools to 
solve problems, such as 
poking a stick in a hole to
get food out. But scientists
have never seen a trick
like Bruce’s pebble before.

Parrot Problem-Solver

Missing a beak, 
what’s a parrot to do?
Use my brain instead,

said you.

Bruce the kea shows 
off the small pebble 
he uses as a comb.

With the pebble’s 
help, he can groom 
his feathers.
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Have you ever tried
to move a rhinoceros?
It’s tough. These
endangered animals are
heavy and don’t usually
follow directions (even
if you say please). But
sometimes people have
to move rhinos to keep
them safe.

First they give the
rhino medicine to make
it sleepy. Then they
tie up the rhino’s feet 

Upside-Down Rhinos
and dangle it from a
helicopter—upside-down.

Scientists wanted to
know if there’s a better
way to move rhinos. They
studied rhinoceroses after
flying upside-down. They
also studied rhinoceroses
who flew lying on their
sides. But the scientists
found that upside-down
was just as safe for the
animals’ hearts and lungs.
Up, up, and away!

How to Potty-Train a Cow
Teaching a new puppy not to pee in 
the house can be a lot of work. Now
scientists have tried something even
trickier: potty-training cows.

They started with a group of baby
cows, called calves. Every time a calf

peed in a special area, it got a yummy 
hay treat. But if the calves peed 
outside this area, they got squirted 
with water instead. Most of the cows 
learned how to hold their pee until 
they got to the right place.

Pee and poop from 
cows on farms can 
create greenhouse gases. 
These gases go into the 
air and add to climate 
change. If farmers can 
collect animal waste 
in one place, they can 
store and dispose of it 
in a cleaner way. So 
training cows to only go 
in certain places could 
help protect the planet.

Dangling a 
rhinoceros 
from a heli-
copter might 
look odd, but 
it’s the safest 
way to move 
these big  
animals to 
new homes.

Me next!
Me next!
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We haven’t been to the 
dock in a while.

Who is that?

Must be a new kid.

Should we say hi?

We shouldn’t 
bug him.

He’s got a cool jacket.

Maybe he’s too cool for us.

He’s so still.

Looks like he loves 
nature like I do. 

Look at his hat.

He’s into science 
like me.

Everybody likes 
food. Hi, want a 

candy bar?

I guess he doesn’t.

4 a s k



I’ll show him  
my drone. He’ll 
like that.

He’ll like my 
bird book 
better.

Maybe 
he wants 
an apple 
instead.

Those 
guys...

...they are always trying 
to look cooler than each 

other. I can tell you don’t 
need to do that.

Wow, you’re such a 
good listener.

We gotta go. He was a nice kid. Did 
anyone get his name?

a s k 5



When you  
see squirrels chasing  

each other around a tree, 
or a cat and dog sleeping 
together on the porch,  

do you ever wonder—are  
they friends? Many animal 
scientists wonder about  

this too. 

Do Animals HaveDo Animals Have 
Unlikely Friends
In December 2004, near the town of Malindi 
in Kenya, heavy rains and a tidal wave swept 
an unlucky herd of hippopotamuses into the 
Indian Ocean. Only one hippo survived—a 
600-pound baby.

Rescuers found the little hippo stranded 
on a reef the next day. They brought the 
orphan to a wildlife sanctuary. They called 
him Owen. 

There, something unusual happened. 
Exhausted and scared, Owen spotted a round, 
brown shape and ran to it. But this back 

Young hippopotamuses like to 
stick close to their mothers. 
Little hippo Owen lost his 
mother in a storm, but found a 
new friend in Mzee the tortoise.

You can come 
live with us!

6 a s k



by Ellen R. Braaf

they feel friendship in the same way 
that you and your best pal do.

My Favorite Wolf
Biologist Marc Bekoff studies dogs, 
wolves, and coyotes. He believes 
that many animals do have friends. 
If they’re in the same pack, animal 
friends may sleep close to one 
another. They greet one another, 
travel together, share food, and 
groom each other. Animal friends 
are nice to h Th
even play
behavior c
an animal

Playin
instance, h
bond and
close to th
“Coyote p
don’t play
are more l
to strike

belonged to a 130-year-old 
tortoise named Mzee—
which means “old man” in 
Swahili. 

At first, Mzee didn’t 
know what to make of 
his new fan. Owen stuck 
close to Mzee’s side, as if Mzee were 
a mama hippo. Soon they became 
constant companions. They ate 
together and spent long days lolling 
in the pond. When Owen felt like 
exploring, he would nudge Mzee to 
follow. Sometimes, Mzee did.

Eventually, Owen grew up. When 
he got too big to play safely with 
Mzee, the sanctuary keepers found 
him a hippo lady friend. Owen raised 
a family of his own, and Mzee went 
back to his quiet tortoise life.

Were Owen and Mzee friends? 
They did seem to like each other’s 
company. But many animal 
scientists hesitate to use the word 
“friendship” when talking about wild 
animals. Certainly, many animals 
live together in groups and help 
each other out. But we don’t really 
know how they think or feel inside. 
So though they might do things that 
look friendly, we can’t assume that 

Friends? Friends?

Mzee gives Owen’s 
tail a playful nip 
to say “Let’s go!”.

Wolf packs have a 
strict social order.
Every wolf knows
their place Buto one another. They

together. This friendly 
can be important to 
l’s survival.
g together, for
helps animals
keeps them 

he group.
ups whoo

y muchh
likely

out oon

their place. But
some wolves seem tos

like h

Everything is 
better with a 

friend!
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Adolescent animals often team 
up for protection. When a young 
rhinoceros sets out on its own for the 
first time, it may look for an older 
travel buddy. The companion helps 
to find food and water, and avoid 
predators. Young male elephants 
hang out together when they leave 
their mothers’ herds. Young dolphins 
do too. Pairs of bottlenose dolphins 
sometimes form strong bonds and 
pal around together for years. Among 
chimpanzee groups, some pair up 
to groom each other, hunt together, 
share food, and defend each other 
from danger.

Why do animals have friends? 
“Mainly because in the long run they 
benefit from friendships,” scientist 
Franz de Waal says. “It is all give and 
take. Sometimes one gives more, the 

es more, but in the end both 
in.”

Friends Forever
Elephants are social animals. They live in small herds 
of two to ten females and their offspring. Adult males 
live alone or in temporary guy-groups. But females 
often live in the same herd their entire lives. They 
form strong, lifelong bonds and will follow their herd 
leader—usually the oldest female—wherever she goes. 

And elephants never forget a friend. Jenny and 
Shirley are elephants who first met in a circus, when 
Jenny was a calf and Shirley was in her twenties. 
Then fate separated them. Twenty-two years later, 
quite by accident, they were both at an elephant 
sanctuary in Tennessee. They immediately stuck their 
trunks through the bars of their stalls and reached 
out. Each tried to get into the other’s stall. They 
started to roar. The sanctuary director said she had 
never seen such deep emotion.

their own,” says Bekoff. And leaving 
the protection of the group can be 
dangerous. If an animal has a special 
friend, both friends benefit by having 
someone to watch out for them.

nts and dolphins both live 
ups of life-long friends.

other take
parties ga

Elephan
in grou

I’ll watch your shell 
if you watch mine.
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Sharing Lunch
Sharing is another important part of 
friendship. For all animals, finding 
food is a matter of life and death. 
For the vampire bats in Central and 
South America, the clock is always 
ticking. If they don’t get a blood 
meal every three days, they starve to 
death. But hungry bats don’t need to 
worry if they have friends.

Vampire bats live in caves, 
tunnels, or hollow trees with about 
2,000 other bats. But within the 
larger group, bats hang with a 
regular posse of 10 to 20. When 
they’re out hunting, bats will call 
friends to come feed with them. And 
if a bat doesn’t find food, it can beg 
blood from a group-mate. A full bat 
will throw up partially digested blood 
from its stomach into the mouth of 
the hungry bat. 

But these vampires share blood
only with
with most
who have
the past. B
remember
who is not
with a bat
refuses to

Are the
groups frie
each other
normally t

strong emotional bond, one that has 
to do with sharing feelings, not just
food. And it’s hard to know what a
bat really feels!

Fight and Make Up
Animals that live in groups
need each other to survive.
But members of a group
also compete for food and
mates, which can lead to
fights. So making up after
fights is a key skill.

How do you end a fight
and become friends again?
People apologize, smile, fist
bump, or hug. Dolphins swim close

Vampire bats do sip blood from 
sleeping animals, but they are 
surprisingly good friends.

ats they hang aroun
of the time—partners
hared blood with the
ts don’t like cheats. The

who is trustworthy and
They will stop sharin  
hat takes bloo
ive when it’s his turn.
se food-sharing bat

ds? They certainly hel  
survive. But hum
ink of friendship as a 

together and take turns rubbing
flippers. Sometimes one
dolphin holds out
flipper and gets
towed through the
w

Mine!

Young kahau monkeys 
sometimes squabble, 
but then they make 
up and are friends 
again.

Ours.

Mine!

If I throw up on you, 
will you be my friend? You watch too 

many nature 
documentaries.

a s k 9



Spotted hyenas 
often meet in the 
group den to say, 

“I’m sorry.” Within 
minutes after a fight, 

they greet each other 
with licks, sniffs, and 

groans. This friendly contact 
helps restore bonds and eases 
tension in the group.

Chimpanzees often kiss 
when they make up. But it can 
be tough to get things started. 
Sometimes after two male chimpan-
zees have a fight, they will sit apart, 
avoiding each other. Each wants the 
other to make the first move. An 
older female chimp may need to 
step in to play peace-maker. She 
will approach one quarreler, kiss or 
touch him, then slowly walk toward 

the other. If the first male doesn’t 
follow, she pulls him by the arm. Then 
she sits close to the second male. Both 
start grooming her. When she leaves, 
they continue to groom each other, 
panting, spluttering, and lip-smacking, 
as if to say, “We’re cool now.”

After a fight, 
hyenas are quick 
to make peace, 
so the group 
stays strong.

I do NOT  
smell like 

rotten meat!

But I like 
rotten meat.

Sorry.  
Are we good 

now?
Let’s kiss and 

make up!

Isn’t there 
another 
option?

10 a s k



Franz de Waal, who studies apes 
and monkeys, once tried an inter-
esting experiment. For five months, 
he kept two groups of young rhesus 
and stumptail monkeys together in 
the same enclosure. To start, the two 
groups had very different ways of 
getting along. The rhesus monkeys 
were bossy and rarely made up after 
fights. The laid-back stumptails put a 
lot of effort into keeping the peace. 

At first, both groups kept to 
themselves. But gradually the two 
groups did everything together. And 
after watching stumptails make up 
after fights, the rhesus monkeys 
started doing the same. When the 
two groups were separated, the 
rhesus monkeys kept up the more 
peaceable ways they had learned. 

The Friendliest Animal
Can animals be friends? Like

share food, and defend each other.
Some form strong, long-lasting 
partnerships. But maybe there’s 
more to friendship than that. 

Human brains are capable of 
complex emotions and thoughts.
And humans can talk. You
can share more than
food with your 
friends. You can 
share ideas, 
dreams, secrets, 
sorrows, joys, 
worries, and hopes. 
Some scientists 
think that our ability
to form friendships, to
trust each other, share, and
cooperate—and especially to
help one another for the good  
of all—has enabled humans to 
be the most successful animals 
on earth

Little 
help?

Not 
again...

Can animals be friends? Like
humans, animals cooperate, play, 

on earth. 

a s k 11



If you are lucky enough to be at 
the San Diego Zoo and Safari Park 
on a day when there’s a cheetah 
run, you’re in for a speedy treat. At 
one side of the habitat, a spotted 
cheetah stands alert. Suddenly, a 
fuzzy wool lure flashes ahead of 
him. The big cat rockets forward, 
going from 0 to 70 miles per hour 
in just four seconds. In the blink of 
an eye, the fuzzy prize is his. 

Powerful cheetahs may seem 
fearless as they chase down prey. 
But their light, thin bodies are 
built for speed, not fighting. In the 
wild, this cat would prefer to hide 
and stalk. They flee from bigger 
predators like lions and hyenas. 
Often this means that  they’re 
chased away from a kill before they 
get to eat much. At the zoo, though, 
a good run always earns a tasty 
bowl of meat.  

by Pam Bailes 
and Liz Huyck

It’s OK, I’m 
afraid of 
lions too.
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Zoo Cats
Wild cheetahs used to live all over 
the grasslands in Africa and the 
Middle East. A century ago, there 
were over 100,000 cheetahs in the 
wild. Today that number has dwin-
dled to about 7,000. Their habitat is 
shrinking. Less wilderness means 
less space to hunt. It also brings 
cheetahs closer to lions, who hunt 
cheetah cubs. And cheetahs are 
sometimes killed by hunters or 
farmers trying to protect livestock.  

San Diego and other zoos have 
started breeding programs to make 
sure cheetahs don’t go extinct. 
They also study cheetah behavior 
and support programs to protect 
cheetahs in the wild. 

Most zoo cheetahs were born 
in zoos. In the wild, cheetah moms 
usually have 3 to 5 cubs at a time. The 
cubs grow up together, play together, 
and keep each other company.

But zoos will occasionally get
an orphaned cheetah cub with no
brothers or sisters. When that
happens, they will try to
find an adoptive cheetah
family for it. 

Sometimes, they 
can’t find a cheetah 
family with cubs 
of the right age. 
Cheetah cubs need 
other cubs to play 

with. Humans won’t do. So zoos
will pair the lonely cub with an
unexpected companion—a dog.

A dog/cat friendship may seem
strange, but people who train
animals for movies have used dogs
to help exotic cats relax since the
1980s. Zoos did too. Back then,
zoos had more orphaned cheetahs
because they had not yet figured
out how to match them with new
cheetah families.

Cheetahs are the fastest land 
animals, but can only run top 
speed for short distances. 

For both cheetahs 
and dogs, grooming 
each other by 
licking is a sign of 
friendliness, like a 
big hug.

I’m glad he’s 
not chasing 

ME.

a s k 13



Pairing the single cheetahs
with dogs seemed to help. Puppies
are energetic and like to play and
explore, just like cheetah cubs. So
they can make good playmates in
a pinch. The puppy filled the role
cheetah siblings would in the wild.

Cheetah and puppy meet when the
cat is about 3 months old and the dog

is a couple of months older. At first, 
their time together is closely watched 
by wildlife care specialists.

“They’re like two new friends
getting to know each other and
looking for ways to play,” says Kristi 
Burtis, who oversees the cheetah-dog 
program at the San Diego Zoo Safari 
Park. “But cheetahs are naturally shy, 

This young cheetah and 
puppy are getting to 
know each other. If 
they get along, they 
will help each other 
grow up.

Want to
race?

OK but  
no rockets.

Both dogs and cheetahs need 
plenty of exercise, so they often 
go out for runs and romps.

14 a s k



unlike dogs. So we  let the cat 
make the first move.” As the two 
start to bond, they spend more 
and more time together. This 
can take a week or months—
every pair is different.

What does it take to become 
a cheetah pal? The dogs often 
come from shelters, but not any 
canine will do. Puppies must 
be the right age, and about the 
same size as a cheetah cub when 
both are young. A good companion 
dog also needs a calm, confident, 
and playful personality.  

One test for candidate pups is 
to see how they act around other 
barking dogs. If the puppy stays 
cool and ignores the clamor, he 
might work out. But if he joins the 
bark-fest, he fails the test.

Learn and Grow
Originally, zoos thought that 
cheetahs and dogs would stay 
together for life. Now, they’re 
learning that as cheetahs grow up, 
their solitary nature comes out, and 
they spend more time alone. Grown 
cheetahs remain friendly with their 
dogs, but they don’t need a constant 
companion like they did when they 
were cubs. 

As adults, some cheetahs have a 
special role at the zoo. If the cheetah 

shows an interest, they might take
part in programs to educate the public
about cheetahs. Most people will never
get to see a cheetah in the wild. But zoo
cheetahs can help inspire visitors with
the speed and beauty of their wild kin.

Sometimes the dog comes along. In
big crowds, having a friend nearby can
help the cheetah feel more confident.

Dogs are human’s best friends,
and they can be great friends for
cheetahs too.  

Mom, can we 
get a dog 

too?

Ruuxa grew 
up with a dog 
companion. Now 
he shows off his 
speed for visitors 
at the San Diego 
Zoo Safari Park. 

Teddy is still 
helping me 
grow up! 

You don’t 
need one, 
you have 

each other.

a s k 15
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Everyone loves to

hear a good joke. Here are

a few tips from the experts

to help you be the life of

the party.

E yone l

How toTell
a Joke art by Thor Wickstrom

1Practice, practice, practice, 
practice, and practice!
Tell your jokes to as many 

people as you can, or even to the 
cat, until you can tell them well.  

2Know your jokes! 
Nothing is more 
embarrassing than forgetting 

your joke halfway through, or leaving 
out an important part, or forgetting the 
punchline. 

3Be confident! 
Don’t apologize or begin by 
saying you can’t tell jokes very 

well. Just jump right in. And don’t tell 
your audience how funny the joke is. 
This actually makes jokes LESS funny.

4Less is more!
Good jokes are short and zippy. 
Leave out unnecessary details and  

           don’t explain things.

5Time it right!  
Don’t rush! Speak clearly and 
confidently and try not to giggle. 

Move your joke along and let the 
punchline take the audience by 

surprise. Then let everyone 
laugh! Don’t rush right 
into the next joke. That is 
called “stepping on your 
punchline.”

6Listen to your 
audience!
Do they look interested, or bored, 

or confused? Are they following your story? 
Are they ready for the 
punchline now? Your 
audience will let 
you know how to 
pace your jokes.

16 a s k
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Now, shall we
try that again? All day long she played. And played.

And played.

There once was a woman who
loved to play the piano.

So one day a man comes to
the door and says, your piano
is out of tune! Ha ha ha!

See, it’s funny because actually
the neighbors sent him.

I know a great joke!

y that again?

How Not to  
Tell a Joke
Now Zia will demonstrate 
how not to tell a joke. Can
you spot Zia’s mistakes?

—Forgetting the plot
—Getting distracted by
details
—Telling the audience
how funny the joke is
while you’re telling it
—Forgetting the  
punchline
—Explaining
the joke

There was a lady 
whose neighbors liked to play the 

piano—No, wait, it was the lady who 
played the piano. I think. I like pianos. 
They are black and white striped, 

just like me! 

This joke is so funny! It 
is the funniest joke ever! The 
funny part is coming up now!

One day, there was a knock at her 
door. She opened it to find a man standing on the 

step with a bag of tools. 
“Hello,” he said. “I’m here to tune the piano.”
“I didn’t send for a piano tuner,” she said,  

surprised.  “I know,” said the tuner,  
    “Your neighbors did.”

a s k 17



Fortune tellers are a fun way to 
goof off with friends. Folding 
the paper is the first step. 

Then comes the fun 
part, writing the 

fortunes.

 
What to Do

Fortune Teller

1. Fold over a sheet of note-
book paper like this. Then tear 
or cut off the extra bit to 
make a square.

What You’ll Need
A piece of paper
Scissors (optional)
Pens
Imagination

2. Now fold the paper 
cross-ways both ways, 
and diagonally both ways.
Unfold.

3. Next, fold the four 
corners to the center.

4. Flip over and fold 
the four corners to the 
center again.

5. Fold in half. The 
bottom should open into 
four boxes that you can 
put your fingers into.

yes no

6. Now add colors, numbers, 
and fortunes!

Colors 
(outside)

Numbers 
(inside)

Fortunes  
(lift flap 
under 

numbers)

Make it include 
many cupcakes!

Want me 
to tell your 
fortune?
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Change It Up
Instead of colors and numbers, you can mark the flaps in
any way you like. They could be the names of animals,
planets, superheroes, dragons, ice cream flavors, or 
anything else. Or even pictures!

Fortunes can be anything too. They can be 
simple: “Yes / No / Maybe / Ask Again / Unlikely 
/ Always” or as wild as you like. They could also
be actions or activities, like “tell a joke” or “do a
handstand” instead of fortunes.

Can you think of some that might amuse
or surprise your friends? 

We peeked at Marvin’s...

 Build a catapult.
 Prank someone today!
 It wasn’t me!
 You will grow a long green mustache.
 Ask Bot.
 Pies!
 Ignore all fortunes!

Time to Tell Fortunes!
1  Put your index fingers and thumbs under the 

open flaps and pinch closed. Ask your friend to think 
of a question they want to ask. Then ask them to 
pick a color. Or you could ask what color their 
favorite hat is, or some other color question.
2  Spell out the color as you move your fingers 
(R-E-D, one shift with each letter) so it opens first 
one way, then another, revealing numbers.
3  Keep it open on the last letter. Have your friend 
pick one of the numbers showing (or ask how many 
cats they would like or other number question).
4  Open the flap under the number they pick. 
That’s the answer to their question!

I will not grow 
a long green 

mustache 

It’s foretold!

1

2

3

4
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Every few weeks, someone gets the 
silent treatment. We all pretend 
they don’t exist. I don’t know 

why we do it—but we all do.
No matter what, we don’t break 

our silence. We cut them out. 
Then, after a week or two, it’s over. 

It’s someone else’s turn. 
When it’s your turn, it’s awful. 
No one to walk with to school. No 

one to hang out with. No one texting 
you. Lots of crying. Parents totally not 
understanding.

Mom says, “If they do that, then 
they’re not really your friends.”

But they are, and I want them back!

No one does anything to make it 
stop. It’s just the way things are. 

But then one day, everyone starts 
to ignore Eric. 

Don’t say Hi to Eric, CiCi—we’re 

ignoring him.

But I like Eric. Not like, like. But 
he’s smart and fun. We talk about 
space—fun! He lets me swim in his 
pool—fun! We swap comics—fun!   

So after school, I do something 
crazy. I text him. 

They Made Me Do ItThey Made Me Do It    

I’m in sixthI’m in sixth
grade, and Igrade, and I
have the besthave the best
friends ever.friends ever.  
Except forExcept for
one thing.one thing. 

Hey, how R u?

I thought you were all 
ignoring me. 

Don’t say Hi to Ella  

I’ll never  
understand 

humans.

Why are they 
so mean?
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All that night, I wonder what will
happen at school the next day. Will I be 
brave and talk to him? Or will I cave and 
ignore him? 

But Eric has his own way of dealing 
with the silent treatment. He doesn’t 
show up at school that day, or the next.

So I collect his homework and bring 
it over to his house. And we chat like 
everything is normal. 

When Eric comes back to school, 
everyone acts like nothing happened.
But I’m worried. I know it is just 
a matter of time before someone is 
ignored again. Who will it be?  

Me.
Don’t say Hi to CiCi, everyone—

we’re ignoring her.

But Eric doesn’t. He looks at every-
one and says, “I don’t play that dumb 
game anymore. Want to go get some 
pizza, CiCi?”

After this, I don’t think anyone will 
get the silent treatment again. 

I feel bad. Did I think he wouldn’t 
notice that I was giving him the silent 
treatment? I want him to know that 
I’m different. So I text… 

No answer for a minute, and I think 
he’s mad. But then he writes back.

and    and I’m SorryI’m Sorry
by Cecil Castellucci, art by Laura Perez 

They made me do it 

   —we’re ignoring her.

You can give 
me the silent 
treatment, I 
won’t mind.
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Get to know 
your friends!

How do you get to know 
someone new? Use this 

handy quiz to break the ice. 
Share your answers, and ask new 

questions of your own.   
For friends you already know pretty 

well, change it up and each write 
down what you think the other 

will say. Then compare 
your answers. Any 

surprises? 

Hello!

How are
You?

Do you 
   like

Asking    

questions?

Why Yes!

art by Amanda Shepherd
I like beach vacations the 
best. How about you?
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Do you prefer...
Reading the book or watching the

  movie version?
Forest vacations or city vacations?
Playing inside or outside? 
Video games or board games?
Going to school or learning  

  online at home?

Would you rather have...
An invisibility cloak or a time travel  

  watch?
A cat, dog, fish, or other pet?
More money or more time to play?
A jetpack or a personal submarine?
The power to travel to space or to 

   cure diseases?

Which is better?
True stories or imaginary stories?
Potato chips or chocolate?
Night or day?
Animals or robots?
Being the oldest kid in the family  

   or the youngest?
Your house or other people’s houses?

Which is worse?
A nightmare or a cold?
Loud noise or complete silence?
Freezing days or hot days?
Chores or homework?
Losing a game or losing a puzzle piece?

Both!
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A Friend IndeedA Friend Indeed
by Charnan Simon

The world wasn’t a very friendly place in 1942.
The United States and Japan were at war. Influenced by 
anti-Japanese fear and prejudice, the U.S. Government 

forced Japanese Americans on the West Coast to leave their 
homes and live locked up in special camps.

Not everyone agreed with the 
government. One person who
didn’t was Clara Breed, the 

children’s librarian for California’s 
San Diego Public Library. Miss Breed
counted many Japanese American 
children as her friends. She saw 
these young people every day at the 
library. She knew what books they 
liked and where they went to school 
and how many brothers and sisters 
they had. Miss Breed was angry 
and upset when “her” children 
were sent far away from every-
thing they knew and loved. She 
was determined to do whatever 
she could to help her friends.

Miss Breed went to the San 
Diego train station when the 
Japanese American families left 
for the camps. She handed out 
stamped, addressed postcards and 

The Empire of Japan attacked the American naval base in 
Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, on December 7, 1941. The United States 
entered World War II the very next day. Within months, the 
U.S. government began rounding up all Japanese Americans 
living on the West Coast and sending them to “relocation” 
camps. Taking only what they could carry, entire families had 
to leave their homes and friends. Eventually, some 120,000 
Japanese Americans—men, women, and children—were forced 
into these prison-like camps. Most were American citizens. 
Their only crime was being of Japanese descent.
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asked her friends to write her about
their new lives. Then, like any good
friend, Miss Breed answered those
postcards, with hundreds of cards
and letters of her own. Along with
her letters, she sent gifts—books
and magazines, toys and candy,
soap and clothing and shoe polish.
She wanted her friends to know
that they weren’t forgotten, that
someone back home missed them
and wanted them to be happy.

Miss Breed did more. She
took care of her friends’ furniture
and other possessions they
couldn’t take to camp. She
wrote articles about how
wrong it was to have the
camps in the first place.

At a time when many Americans 
thought Japanese Americans were 
dangerous enemies, Miss Breed 
bravely insisted that she knew 
better. Clara Breed couldn’t fight 
the whole U.S. government. But she
could stand up for her friends and 
protest the unfair way they were 
being treated!

Japanese American families 
from all over reported to 
Santa Anita Racetrack in 
California before they were 
moved to faraway camps.

This family is arriving at 
camp bringing only what 
they can carry. They weren’t 
allowed to bring anything 
more, so many books and 
toys were left behind.

Although the camps had 
schools, no desks or chairs 
were available for these 
fourth graders when this 
photo was taken.

We tell it to 
make sure it 

never happens 
again.

This story 
is too sad.
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Like any friend, Katherine 
sometimes shared her problems:

Dear Miss Breed,
How will I do it? Do what? Why, 
thank you, of course. For what? 
For the simply splendid books, 
naturally. Every single one is 
almost as dear as you are, but 
not quite. But for books, they’re 
the best ever . . . Miss Breed, did 
you ever have trouble in the 6th 
grade? My worst are the boys 
in our class. I never saw such 
roughnecks—and I’m sure our 
teacher hasn’t either. My other 
trouble is the blackboard. Every 
time I’m asked to write in front 
of the class, I get the jitters. 
Making a report is much easier . 

    Love, Katherine

Dear Miss Breed,
I’m sorry I didn’t write to you 
sooner. I wanted to thank you for 
the lovely gifts . . . I had nothing to 
do until you sent me those games. 
Thank you for the candy too. I 
enjoyed them very much. They 
were so good I ate them up in two 
days . . . . 
     Sincerely, Katherine Tasaki

As her friend Tetsuzo Hirasaki put it, 
“The letters Miss Breed sent to ‘her children’ 
during the war years helped all of us keep the 
faith. I am sure those of us who were touched 
by her avoided the bitterness over our fate.” 
Or, as another friend, Margaret Ishino, said 
simply, “When we wrote to Miss Breed we 
knew that she would take care of us.” 

This is Clara Breed in the late 1920s, 
when she became the first Children’s 
Librarian of the San Diego Public Library.

Katherine Tasaki was ten years 
old when she left her home 
in San Diego and moved into 
a relocation camp with her 
mother. She wrote Miss Breed 
dozens of letters.

A friend who 
sends books 
is the best 

kind.
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A week later, Elizabeth wrote again:

Three days ago I went washing 
with my mother . . . I was very 
tired and hot. When I reached 
home my sister ran to me and 
said we got another book from 
Miss Breed. I was so happy . . . I 
didn’t expect to get another book 
from you. I ran into the house 
forgetting how tired and hot I was. 
. . . our library is getting bigger. 

Dear Miss Breed,
Thank you very much for the
book and the letter. I was
very happy when I received it.
Yesterday we started a library
out of 10 books . . .
The library is going to open
Monday. We made two cards

for each book. One is to be kept in the 
envelope and the other is to be posted 
on the cover. We are having lots of fun 
playing library.

Yours sincerely,
Elizabeth Kikuchi

To read more letters 
written to Clara 
Breed, visit 
janm.org/collections/
clara-breed-
collection.

Eleven-year-old Elizabeth Kikuchi made 
her own library at camp, using books 
sent by Miss Breed.

Elizabeth and her friends 
collected their books into 
a library, complete with 
handmade cards like this one.
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Clara Breed stayed close to her 
friends all through the terrible days 
of World War II—and for the rest of 
her life. Fifty years after Pearl
Harbor, in 1991, Miss Breed was
honored at a reunion of Japanese 
Americans who had lived in the
relocation camp at Poston, Arizona. 
When she stood up to speak, more 

people gave her a standing 
ovation. The lifeline of
riendship that Clara Breed 
ffered through her letters, 
er love, and her gifts, had 
ade the dark days of 
prisonment a tiny bit 
ghter.

It s no wonder that this was
Clara Breed’s favorite photo.

Dear Miss Breed,
Oh! Miss Breed, I think 
I am the luckiest girl in 

this camp to have such a kind generous 
friend as you . . . . After hearing that 
the afternoon mail came in, I hurried 
to the post office. Yes, as usual the line 
was a block long and that meant I was 
at the end of the line and oh what a 
long wait that was. But my patience was 
rewarded. I was told that I had a package 
awaiting me. Then such thoughts as, 
maybe someone sent me something by 
mistake—could it be a cake or maybe a 
box of cookies or candies—oh—I know 
it couldn’t be a book rushed through my 
head. But to my surprise it was a book. 
And I was so happy I felt like shouting. 
Thank you ever so much for the nice 
book! I wish I knew a better word than 
thank you to show my appreciation. 
 THANK YOU, Miss Breed!

It’s no wonder that this was

Seventeen-year-old Louise 
Ogawa was one of the most 
exuberant letter writers!

ttt  

To learn more about growing up 
in a relocation camp, check out 
George Takei’s graphic memoir 
They Called Us Enemy.
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Eamonn in Colorado wants 
to know, why do cats lick 
themselves so much?

Both pet cats and their wild cousins spend as 
much as half their day cleaning themselves.  
They use their tongues like hairbrushes.

How does that work?

If you look closely at a cat’s 
tongue, you’ll see the front half 
is covered in tiny hooks called 
papillae. These backward barbs 
act like teeny claws.

Is that why a cat’s tongue 
feels rough, like sandpaper?

Yes. When cats lick themselves, the papillae help 
untangle their fur. Papillae also remove dirt, dead 
skin cells, and parasites, like fleas.

And that’s not all 
licking can do!

Clean my 
wounds. It feels good and 

helps me relax.

I lick away odors so 
my prey won’t smell 
me coming.In hot weather, spit 

evaporates to help 
me stay cool.

It spreads my natural skin oil. 
That helps keep me warm.

 I lick to scratch 
an itch.

So why do cats 
lick other cats?

It’s a way of saying, “I like 
you. You’re my friend.”

Uhhhh.... could we 
just shake hands?



Dear Marvin,
I like bunnies. I have a lot of
stuffed bunnies. I have a lot
of stuffed animals! I love your
magazine. I hope you like my
picture!

Ana S.,
West Virginia

Dear Ana,
As an active and growing
raccoon, I can tell you that
animals always appreciate
being stuffed. Especially with
pizza. Or a nice apple raisin
pie would be tasty, if you
have one handy. Bunnies are
welcome to join me!

Appreciatively,
Marvin

Dear Ask,
My little sister always annoys 
me by asking me to play with 
her all the time. No matter
what I do she always does it. 
I need help!

Love, Charlotte
Maryland

In our September issue 
we asked you to help 
flowers and pollinators 
share the love. Thanks 
to all you fantastic 
floral fanciers for 
sharing your creations!

Send your letters to Ask, 1 East Erie Street, 
Suite 525, PMB4136, Chicago, IL 60611, 
or have your parent/guardian email us at 
ask@cricketmedia.com. 

Aurora C., 
age 9, Arkansas              Harper R., age 9, 

Arkansas 

And all the students of Viola Elementary! 

Julian, age 9, 
Maryland 

Adelaide S., age 7, 
Massachusetts 

Rosalie W., 
age 10,  
Pennsylvania

Abigail M., age 9, Florida
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Dear Charlotte,
Maybe you could help her 
make some friends of her 
own, if she’s lonely? Personally, 
I love people asking me to play 
all the time. What fun! But 
private time is nice too. Maybe 
she’d enjoy some herself?
 Peacefully,
 Plush 

Dear Puck,
This is just to say that you 
are the best friend ever. I 
love the way you are always 
ready to try everything. And 
your red shoes are the best! 
See you in the sea,
 Your friend,
 Sisyphus

Dear Sisyphus,
What a coincidence, because 
you are my best friend ever 
too! You are so funny, and 
know so many games, that you 
make me smile every day.  
Let’s go exploring!
 Your pal,
 Puck

Katie S., age 9, Canada 

Zoey A., age 9, 
Colorado 

Dear Sunflower 
Lillian B., age 8, Illinois 

Busy butterfly in rose garden 
Bernadette C., age 8, Ohio 

Amelia C., age 7, Connecticut 

Hello Bee Book 
Hunter H., age 6, California 

Kiran F., age 6 

Hana D., age 7, Wisconsin 

Clarence B., age 10, Ohio 

Dear Ruby the Rose,
Thank you soo much for 
giving us pollen throughout 
the summer! But what about 
winter? During the summer 
you always have so much 
pollen and then when it 
turns cold you keep it all 
to yourself. Why do you 
do that? Counting on your 
supply, Bert the Bee

Dear Bert,
I don’t mean to keep all the 
pollen for myself, it’s just the 
way plants work. You see, we 
plants die in winter, and some 
of us, perennials, come back 
in the spring. Plus, you bees 
always have enough pollen to 
get through the winter.
Sincerely, Ruby
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We’ve had fun this month making
fortune tellers and asking each other
quiz questions. Now it’s your turn! For
this month’s contest, send us some
more questions to add to the “Ask
a Friend” Quiz, or share your own
version of the fortune teller. What
fortunes will YOUR friends get? We’ll
feature a flurry of the most fun in an
upcoming issue of Ask.

Contest Rules:
1. Your contest entry must be your very

own work. Ideas and words should not
be copied.

2. Be sure to include your name, age, and
address on your entry.

3. Only one entry per person, please.
4. If you want your work returned, enclose

a self-addressed, stamped envelope.

5.  Your entry must be signed or emailed
by a parent or legal guardian, saying it’s 
your own work and that no one helped 
you, and that Ask has permission to 
publish it in print and online. 

6.  For information on the Children’s Online 
Privacy Protection Act, see the Privacy 
Policy page at cricketmedia.com.

7. Email a well-lit photo or scan of artwork to:
   ask@cricketmedia.com, or mail to:  
    Ask, 1 East Erie Street, Suite 525,  
    PMB4136, Chicago, IL 60611  
    Entries must be postmarked or emailed 
    by February 28, 2022.
8.  We will publish the winning entries in an 

upcoming issue of Ask.

February Contest

YourTurn

ll lit h t
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Bot's

Three-sided Valentine
This tricky valentine has a hidden side.

What you’ll need
• Stiff card-stock paper or index cards
• Ruler, pencil
• Scissors
• Tape

What to do
Use a ruler to mark a pattern like this, 
three squares on top and three on bottom, 
overlapping just at the middle square. 
You can make it any size, as long as the 
squares in it are square. 

Cut the shape out and fold it like 
this to make a square. (Mountain fold 
at the dotted line, valley fold at the 
dashed line.) 

e this:

Draw a nice valentine picture on each side.

And now for the third side!
Fold the valentine like this and pull from 
the center to open up the third side!  
Add your secret message there.mountain fold

valley fold

What’s going on?
Clever folding! For more folding fun, 
check out the hexa-tetraflexagon at 
https://momath.org/activities/flexagon.

de 2

side 3
Wh ’

Tape together like

Draw a nic l t
side 1 sid



t d t b Th Wi k ttext and art by Thor Wickstrom

Oh, no! Avery’s leaving!

It’s so sad when 

friends move away.

How can we 

make him 

stay?

Let’s throw an 

“Avery, Don’t 

Go” party.

Here’s a book 

he will like.
We can each 

bring a present!

I will write him a 

sonnet. Hmm...what 

rhymes with Avery?

Who could leave  

when there are 

cupcakes?

Here comes Avery. 

Places, everyone!

Please, don’t go. 

Don’t leave your 

friends.

I’m not leaving, 

I just went out 

to get acorns! Three cheers 

for Avery!

Hooray! Avery 

isn’t leaving!
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